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TO THE 


HONOURABLE 
Houfe of Commons affembled 
in, PA RLIAMEN T, 


> N obediencete your Com- 
p mands, | here humbly pre- 
ap) [entro your view what you 

Sa. were pleafed with patience 

Ux zA. and readivefle. of affection 
m lately. to attend unto. I 
confidered, that though the ChoicenefTe of } 
the Auditory might require the exa&eft 
preparation ; yet both the condition of the 
Times, and the nature of the Duty did call 
upon us to lay afide our Ornaments. And 
therefore I (pake with fuch plairmeffe, as 
might commend the matter delivered. ra- 
ther to the Confcrence of a Penitent, then to 
the fancy of a delicate hearer. The King of 
Nineveh. was. a King as well in his Sack- 
à A 3 cloth, 
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To ^ The Epifile. b: 
cloth, as in his Robes: “And the truth of 
God is indeed fuller of Majefty when it is 
naked, then when adorned with the drefle 
of any humane contribution, which ma- 
ny times takes from it, but never addes any 
value unto it. 

I looked upon you in your double Re- 
lation, both Common as Chriftians, and fpe- 
ciall, as men intrufted with the managing 
of thofe arduous and moft preffing diffi- 
culties under which this diftempered king. 
domeis now groaning. 

And for the quickning ofthofe endevours 
which belong to you in both thole Rela- 
tions, I prefented you both with the bottome 
| of a Nations unbappinege, which is fin ; and 
with thezop of their felicity, which is Gods 
free grace and favour : That by your ferious 
cares to purge outthe one, and to procure 
the other, you might, by Gods bleffing on 
your Confültations, difpell that black tem- 
peft which hangs over this Kingdome, and 
teduce the face of things unto calmneffe 
and ferenityagain, ~ 

Whenthe Children ftrugled together in 


he womb of Rebekah, fhec was thereupon 
| in) 


= 
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addrefled her felfto God for a refolution. 
Surely this Nation is becomelikethe womb of | 
Rebekab, the children thereof ftrugling in | 
their mothers belly together and when God | 
hath mercifully freed us from forain Ene- | 
mies, Brethren are become enemies to brethren, 
and by their enmities likely to tear and tor- 
ment the bowels of their mother, and to 
ruine themfelves, 

And what have wee now to do, but to 
inquire the tau of thefe fad commotions, 
Why arewe thus? And furely the Cau/eis chief- 
ly where the Di/éa/eis, within our feles. We 
have been likethe womb of Rebehab,a barren 
Nation,notbringing fotth fruits of (o man 
merciesas God had filled us withall, So that 


in pain within our own bowels, and to feel 


woman, ready to bring forth herown Confu- 
fion, a Benoni, or an Ichabod, a fon of Sorrow, 
and of Shame, to this hitherto fo peaceable 
and flourifhing a King dome. 

| Allthat we can comfort our felves with in 
thefe pangs and qualms of. Cifoje inia 
Ko there 
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now itis ro wonder, it God caufe us to be} 


the throwes and ftruglings of a Travelling | tot 1.3. 


The Epifite. - 


[fa.26,17,18. 


there-are fome Jacobs ae us,who in- 


ftead of fupplanting their brethren, will 
wrefile, and have power with God. The people 
have often Peritroned, fometimes his /acred 
Uajefty, fometimes this Horenrable Houle, 
which are His great Cowncel,many overtures; 
and endeavour of Accommodation have been 
tendered, and yet we cry out in our pangs, and 
have, as it were, brought forth windoerther have 
we wrought any delrverance m the earth, 

Lhave here therefore prefented a new Pe- 
tition,diGated and drawn up to our hands by 
Gods own Spirit,unto which both King and 
Parlament, Peers and Prophets and People, 
muft all fub{cribe,and offer i: with proftrate 
and penitent hearts anto him who flands in tbe 
Congregation of the mighty, ana judgeth amongst 


ore qe gods that he would take away all our migus- 


ty, and recerve us into favour again, and ac- 
cept of a Covenant of new obedience. 

And this Peritioy God is pleated to anti- 
cipate withan anfwer of grace in the confe- 
quent parts ofthe Chapter whence the Text 
is taken, and that particularly to every 
branch ofthe Petition. He will take away mi- 
sity. His Anger [hall not punifh, His Love 


pee ee SS ee eee 


Digitized by the Center for A. 


yem Ba: 24 4:2 ge 


m The Epífile. 
{hall beal our back-flidings, the greatnes of our 
fins fhall not hinder the freenes of his Grace, 
He will do us good, and give us hfe, by the dew of 
his gracereviving us: and Géory clothing us 
like the Lilly ofthe field,with the beauty of ho- 
lines: and flability fixing us by his grace, asthe 
Cedars of Libanon are falined upon their 
Roots:and growth or enlargement as the bran- 
ches fpread forth themfelves , and continual 
«vigor and plentieyas the Olive tree, which is al. 
wayes green and fruitful and glorious comforts 
by the fmeet favour of the kuowledge of God, 
which like the Spice trees of Libanon {hall dif- 
fufe a fpirituall perfume upon the names, and 
into the confciences of penitent converts. 

He will prevent us with the bleffings of 
Safety, as well as of Sanéfitte and Comfort , we 
fhall under bis fbadow find fhelter and prot 
on fromall our fears, Though like Corn,webe 
harrowed under the Clods, though likea lop- 
ped vine we ftem naked,and reduced to low- 
nefie, though like crufhed grapes we lie under 
heavy preflures: yet he will receive, & enlarge, 


2 Cor, 2. 
14. 


and comfort us again,and when we ate in our 
own eyes as fatherlegé children,He willfet his 
w$ uponusasa Tøtor and Guardian, He will 
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bear and objer-ve, andanfvver, and pity us, ena- 
blingus to make good our Covenant by his 
graceand caufing the/raits of his loving kind- 
nefleto be found upon ut. Thus God is pleafed to 
borrow the various perfections of other 
thingsto adumbrate the united and cumula- 
ted mercies which he promifeth unto a Con- 
‘verting and petitioning people. 

You have the Petition fent you from God, 
and his 4n/wer preventing youin all the mem- 
bets of it with the béfings of gooduefé. Y have 
nothing elfe todo, but to beg of you,and ofall 
this great people whom you reprefent, the 
Sal/cription of your hearts and lives unto this 
Petition: And to beg of God that he would 
gracioufly incline the hearts of this whole 
Kingdome, ratherto Wraftle with him for a 
j hoe then to ftruggle and conflict amongft 
themielves for a Curje- With’ which prayer I 
humbly conclude.Commending your perfons 
and your weighty affairs to his grace; and reft, 


Tour moft bumble Servant in Chrift, 


From my Stu- 
Sle pane ED. REYNOLDES. 
the 8, 1642, 


HEAT 
TPRRRPPRR BRBRRBHAEH 
To the Reader. 


Hriftian Reader, Underftanding that my Serv 
mon, which was preached three yeers fince 
before the Honorable Houfe of Commons,on 
the day of their folemne Humiliation, wasto 
be reprinted : I thought fit to perufe, tran- 
fcribe, and inlarge fix other Sermons, in 
which Ihad, at mine own charge in the Countrey, on the 
enfuing Faít dayes, briefly explained and applied that 
whole Chapter,( a portion oncly whereof wasin the fir 
handled.) and co (end them forth together with it,unto the 
publick. Which Iwas theratherinduced to do for thefe 
twoReafons. 1. Becaufe it hath pleafed God in his righte- 
ous and holy providence to make me, by along infirmite; 
unferviceable to his Church in the principall work of the 
Miniftery, the preaching of the Gofpel( which is no (mall 
gricf unto me.) So that there remained no other means 
whereby my life might, in regard of my function, be ufefull 
to the Church; and comfortable to my felf, then by "e. 


ing ae crepe En an ashe made Hir, | Pfalag.t. 
m of a ready writers (o to make my pen the Tongue d 

Mann fpeaker. 2. I confidered Ne fes(onablenelle and| ms 

futcableneffe of thefe Meditations unto the condition of 

the fad and difconfolate times wherein we live, very like 

thofe which our Prophet threatned the ten Tribes withall 

throughout this whole Prophecies; unto which this lalt 

Chapter is a kind of e and a moft folemm exhortation, prefling 

upon all wife and prudent men {uch duties of Humiliation 

and Repentance, as might tarn threats into promifes, and 

oaa the mercies which by their fins they had for- | 

feited and forfaken. Which being re(lored unto them ac- 

cording to their Petition, they are here likewife further in: 

- » a2 ftru&ed 
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To the Reader, 


ftru&ted in what manner to return unto God the praifés due 
tohis great Name. And thefe two duries of Humitiation,and 
Thanksgiving are the molt folemne duties which in ghefe 
times of Judgements and Mercies fo varioufly interwoven 
together, the Lord doth fo frequently call us unto. 

Places of Scripture I have for brevitiefake, forthe moft 
part, onely quoted and referred thee unto, without tran- 
fcribing all the words, and have ufually put many paralell 
places together, becaufe by that means they do noc onely 
ftrengthen the do&rinc whereunto they belong, but mutu- 
ally give light unto one another. 

The Lord make usall in chis our day fo wif and prudent, 
astounder(tand the righteous wayes of our God towards us: 
That we may not flle at them, but walk in them, and be 
taught by them to wait upon him in the way of bit judgements; 
and to fix the defiresofour fou! upon his Name as our great 
refuge, and upon his Righteoufneffe as our great bufineffe till 
he fhall be pleafed by the dew of hisgrace, to Revive ms ar 


the Corny to make us grow as the Vine, and to let the fent of all 
his Ordinances be over all our Land, as the fell and as the 
wine of Lebanon. 

Tt willbe an abundant return unto my poore and weak 
endeavours, if Imay have that roome in thy payes which 


the Apoftle Paw! defired to havein the prayers of the Ephe- 
‘That utterance may be given unto me that I may open my 
ld!y to preach tbe myftery of the Gofpel. 
€ Lord {anétifie all the wayes of his Providence to- 
wardsus, that when we are chaftened, we may be taxgbt, and 
may be greater gaincrs by the wice of his Rod, then we are 
fufferers by the fripes. 


ETTIPEREUITTITITIMMN 


The Contents. 


Sermon L 


Se&. 1. Phraims blefings and judgements anfwerable 
tobisname. 2. When yc purpofed ar 


gainft obftinate finnersymercy proclaimed to peni- 

tent. 3. How good and bad are alike involved 

in omtmard judgements. Judgements make n differcnce but of 

penitent andimpenitent. Penitent finners in all kinds of troubles 
have a refuge to fime promife or other. 4. Cunverfion muft be 
not meerly Philofopbicall, or Political, but Spiritual, and that 

full and conftant. 5. Motives wnto converfion mercy and judge- 
ments effecially interwoven. 6. Gest preparation due in eur 

addreffes unto Gud. The rule, matter, principle, and power of 

Prayers How fime is taken awy. 7- When God threatneth 

judgements, we muft pray sgainft fines. 8. Fudgements may 
be removed inanger. Repentance makes affiiftions pretiout, at 

finne dosh corrupt blefngs. 9. No affütlion comes in anges, 
but with refpelt to finnes 10. One fin generally susrepented of, 

may nado a King dome ; we vifi prayzzainft all, and die unto 

11. Senfe of finne, The verat of Gad beyond abe fearcs of mane 

125 Confefim of fin full and free-Our meini can commit fin, 

none but Gods power can remove it. 13. What Gud worketh in 

mybe alfa requarerh of us. Sin moft dangerous in great mm, t) 

themfelves andthe publicc. 14. How iniquity itto be taken 

onbof the Land. 15. God the autbor of good, the orderer of e~ 

will. 16. From corverfim to faloation free grace marketh? 

Y7- No worke truly god, nt ot derived from God, 18. Patience 

in fiffiring evill, in doing dzty. Humility tbe companion of 

| grace pride of emptineffe. Continusll dependane on Gad. Fi- 
E The mifery of divifimr. 19. In temporal 


ts pray for fpicituedll mercies. No belps can. avail ut a- 


a3 guinft 
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infi Gods anger In lit grace. 20, Carnall prayers provoke 
G iis ae nle yo TE. Py id famdstim 
of profferity. 21. Judgements are then truly [anBified, when 
they make t more inlove with grace. Prayer the more heavenly, 
the more prevalent. 


SEEDPEER Ob soa G 


Sermon II. 


Se&t. d uen ends of Legal Ceremonies and Sacrifices.We 
return nothing toGod but words for mercies. 2. A re- | 
nouncing carnall confidence in the Affyrians Horfer,Idolr. How the 
Church an Orphan. 3.Penitents not only pray, but covenant. Cire 
enmcifion a Covenant. Circumciféd inuncircumcifion. Gentiles 
converted are called Fews: Jews unconverted Gentiles. Baprifine 
bow the anfiwer of a ood confeience. The Covenant perpetuall. 
4-God bindeth bimfelf to ws by promife,}y oatb:wre are his by bie fim 
veraigne intercft, and our ou voluntary confint- S. Fickleneffe 
ofthe beart in duty, and fluggifbneffe to it. 6. Duties incom= 
bination ftrongeft. 7. Enemies combine. Military oathes.How 
Truth a Girdle, dottrinally, morally. 8. Wicked men, like | 
Witches, in covenant with the Devill, doing fervice for wages. 
9. Prayer vain without obedience. Gods covenant to ut, ours to 
| bim. 10. The materiallcanfe of a covenant, our perfinsy our 
ices, in matters of neceffity. Expediency praifé. 11. The for- 
mall and efficient caufe. Knowledge, willingneff, power of prow 
mif and performance. 12. Danger of covenanting inthe dark | 
onely, and 13.Onthe Rack, 14. When we promife duty, we 
mij ro for grace. The finall caufe. 15. The falfinefe and. 
perfidion{neffe of the heart; how it is unftable a waters. 16.Gody 
faitbfulne[Je and mercies : our Baptifime, Faith, Spirits, Hopes, 
are all obligations to Fidelity, 


Digitized by the Center f 


i- d Sermon IIL * 
Seg. pie Propitistery and Éscbarifficall. 2. Prai= 

Yjes the matter ofa Covenant, a Staple commodity for 
commerce with heaven 3. Praifes the fruits of repentance. 
4. An Argument in prayer. God forceth bis glory out of wicked 
men, butis glorified atively by the godly. 5. A principle of o- 
bedience: difference between the obedience of fear and of love. 
6. An Infirument of glory to God. — Praifes of the heart and of | 
the lips. Communion of Sinners,Communion of Saints. 7. Con- 
verts report Gods mercies to others. No true praifes with- 
out Piety. Sinnes againft mercy fooneft ripe. 8. The more 
greedy the lefe thankfull. Gods grestneffe matter of praifc. 1 
Things ftrongeft when neereft their original. Other creatures gui~ 
ded by an externally Reafonable by an internall knowledge. 
9. Gods goode ffe matter of praife. Knowledge of God notional 
and imental. Praife the language of beaver. Sacrifices 
were Gods own. Love of Communion above [elf-love. 10, We 
are wide to receive, narrow ta acknowledge. The benefit of praifes 
de our own, 11, Wherein the duties of praifing God ftand. 
12, Repentance carefull of obedience. 13. This care wrought 
by godly forore. Prefent fenfè Holy jealonfie.Love to Chrift. Sons 
by adoption andregeneration. 14. Repentance fits it elf moft 
againft amans fpecial! fin. 15. Bythis fin God mof difbonc- 
red. By this repentance fincerity moft evidenced. 
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Sermon I V. 


‘Seb. 6. Epentance removes carnal confidence. Naturally 
[ru we afi an abfolutener within onr felves. 2. This 
failing, we truftin otber creatures. 3. When all fail, we goto 
God in wayes of osr orn inventing. Repentance the cure of all his. 
4. Cmfederacies with Gods enemies dangerous. Take heed of 
tion betwee cur own intereft and Gods. $. The crez 

Tut now bescafied in, it wants renetb and wife. 6. T| 
dols. 
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dols not to be truffed in, they are lies. Grounds of confidence, all 
wanting in ae 7. God onely to be ve abfolutely in the 
way of his commands and providence. S. The way to mercyis to 
be fatherlefs: weakwefi in our felves makes us feek belp above our 
felves, 9. Sin bealed by pardons pucgingydeliverance, comfort. 

Why back fliding pardoned ly name. 10. Quer converfion groun- 

ded on free grace. No guilt too great for love to pardon. Gads anger 
| will confift with bit love. 11. Converfion and healing go toge 

ther. Sin a ficknefè anda wound. 1 The proper paffins of 
fickmeffé agree to finnes viz. pain, weskne[fey comfumptios defor 
mity. 13. Sina wound : the impotent, wilful, and defperate 

cafe of this patient. 14. The mercy of the Phyfitian, 15. Guilt 

cannot lookin Majefty. Apprebenfums of mercy the grounds of 
prayer. 36. Senfe of miferysvorks timation of mercy. 17 Backs 
fliding formally oppofite to faith aud repentance. Apoftafie tro 
fold. What it t to fesk againft tbe Sonne of man and again ftshe 

Spirit. How a finne is faid not to be forgiven in this world, nor in 

the world to come. Free love refpelts not perfonsy nor frec para 
don, fines. 18. Frombeginning to end of falvations all it free 
grace. 19. In judgements Gods anger more to be noted then 

our fifferings. 


FPEEPIELTIES POS SHISOHIEES DOSS > 


Sermon V. 


Se&. 1. TD Leffings as large to tbe penitents as eurfes to tbe im= 
)penitent, and anfwer all our wants. 2. God an- 
Sovereth prayers, beyond the petitions of the people. 3.We pray ac 
cording tothe knowledge and love we have of our elves. God an= 
Jivers according to be knowledge and love. 4. God anfwerr 
prayer not onely with refe to our wants y but bit own honour. 
Gods ultimate end in working our ftrongeft argument im praying. 
5 Encouragement to prayer. Gods Joekel double to ours. 6.Prayer 
may be ambitious,and beg great things.7-Free love puts forth it 
Selfin various bleffings., 8. Grace o dem of a celeftiall originall, 
fruit of a ferene heaven. 9. Abundants infenfible, infinwatings 
EEE ee 
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|| and fearching, vegetating and quickning. Refrefbing and cons 
P Él E Pacco NC ED. i Sie on Hea- 
ven. 11. Allwants muft be fupplicd from Heaven. Chrift all 
Beauties tobie Church. The root and ftability of the Church, 
foundation dotbrinall, perfonall. Righiconfnefe-of Redemption 
then of Crestion. 12. Growib of the Church under the 
Law, Nationall ; sender the Goffel, "Univerfall. Chrift the Olive 
tree, originall of grace tobis Church. 13. Our refuge and fbel- 
ter. Our power above affiiGions. 14. All Chrifts graces fruitsof 
Lebanon,the beft of all otbers. Creature-helps liers either by falfe- 
neffeor inspotency. 15. Promifes fbould beget duties. God pro 
mifeth Beauty to bit Church; we fbould labour ty adorn it. 16.He 
promifeth ftability s we [bonld be rooted in truth and grace : all our 
i [ferve the Temple. 17. He promiferh growth ; we 
| grow our felves,and endeavour the growth of otbers. Chrift 
both the end é~ the beginning of the Churches growth. 18.Com= 
and unity in the Church,nece{fary to the growth of it. Di~ 
vifions binder it. 19. Le tbe body compatteds there are feverall 
iflinEE membersseach to aU in bit own place, and jaynts faftning 
members tothe head, and to one another. A different meafiare of. 
vertue for fewerall offices. A rantuall fupply and helpfilneffe one 
nto not ber. An internal faculty in exch part to form and con- 
«old the matter fubmniniftred unto it. 20. He promifeth the frnit= 
|fidneffe of the Olive , which we foould foew forth in workes of | 
[grace and peace. 21. He ifüb the fmell of Lebanon, the 
oyntment of the Gofpel y the graces of which we a expreffe. | 
22. He promifeth protel¥ion and converfion we floould make bim 
our [belter, and from bis protelion learn our duty of converfion. 
23. He promifeth reviving out of afflictions, ing by them. 
C Ji em be difcowraged by temptations, but amended ; they 


have many times mercy in them. 24. The vertues of Heathen, 
t of Sodom; the graces of Chrift, grapes of Lebanon. 
ever see prefent unto God muft grow in Immanuels land. 


Sermon 
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Sermon VI. 


Se&t. 1. Od: promifeinabling, #4 our confidence to engage. 
Gi forrows. Gods obferving ws a note Fo 
counfell, banour; bearing prayers. 2. Summe, divifion. 3. Mans 
eal to Gods promife, onely a confeffion; Gods feal te mans cove~ 
„| nantya confirmation. 4. Mans covenant of obedience, hath its 
formnef[e in Gods promife of grace. Indiffilvable dependance of 
all fecondcaufes on tbe firft. 5. In fins of men, God hath an ine 
futence into thems os attions, a providence over them as finnes, In 
gracious altions Gods influence meceffary both to the fubfkance and 
goodneffe of them. 6. Of the concord between Gods grace and 
mans will. Freewill natural, theological. Innate pravity and 
corrupt force which refifteth grace, the remainders dime ‘inthe 
regenerate. 7. The will of Gods precept, and of bit purpofes 
8. They who are called externally onely, vefift and perifb : they who 
internally, are made willing and obedient. 9. By an all of firi 
tall teaching. 10. By an aft of effitluall inclining and determi~ 
ning the will, preventing, affifting fubjequent grace. 11, We 
may not trnft in our own Strength, but be ever jealowe of our origi- 
nall impotencysmte good, our matwrall antipathy againfhit; and 
of the frequent decayes and abatements of the grace of God in 
m. 12. By prayer and faith get a heart. fixed spon God. 
13. Great comfort thatcur converfion end obedience dependeth 
onthe power of God. This no ground of fupine seglel of duties, 
for grace fo sworketh in we, a4 that it diffofetb us unto working, the 
means being decreed ae wellat she end. 14. Other mens wills are 
in Gods keeping.He the author & orderer of our troubles. 15.Re- 
pentance breaks off fins Cv makeshafle out of it. 16.God beareth 
onely penitents. Our perfons accepted before our prayers. A wicked 
man may pray a prayer of naturesnot of faith. Treo wills in pray 
er, Ours, and Gods: When a wicked man prayes for mercy , be 
prayer againft Gods will : when for grace, againft bi own. 
17. When we pray for outward things, our aims muft be fpiri- 
tual. The way to bave all our other ends, 31 to make God our 
ebiefeend. 18. Prayer the Key of obedience. The principles of 
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| fervicesare tbe fruits ofprayer. 19. Words Ammunition againft 
‘Armes s that way at prayer goes, God goes. 20, Sound conver 
fim engageth Gods proteltion, and yeeldetb comfort in all con- 
ditions of lifes 


HOPPE HOSS EHOSSHTLDEDSD iodide 
Sermon VII. 


Sc&. 1. He féalof the Prophets Dottrine. Interrogation, 

denying, wi[bing » demmftrating , Lies 
2. In firituall things mentali knowledge feconded with pratli- 
eal! wifdome. 3. The wayes of the Lord, bis providence, hit pre- 
cepts. 4. Few men wife to falvation. 5. The weaker part 
more then the wifer. The Word a [ect favour to all. Humorous 
Singularity finfull ; piows fingularity neceffary 6. True wifdome 
pondereth all Gods wayer. Wifdome particular, general, 


7-Wicked men fhape their omn end,c apply fivful means by a fin- 
wifdome unto it. God onely the laft end of righteous men. 
S. Al wiflome is for abeainingof goed, avoiding of evill. The 


excellency of every thing in Beauty, Ufe. 9. Wifdome of Angels 
converfant about the Word. Scripture the befi Counfellor. The 
plenitude thereof. The pernicious influence of corrupt dottrines Hp- 
on the prefent fate of the Church. 10. Twofold knowledge of 
Judgements and bleffings. 11. The rettitude of Gods wayes in 
their equity and reafonyableneffe, their perfe harmony, their di~ 

| elnie to thei? end their conformity to the will of Gad, their 
ye innaffe and perfpicuity. 12. We are aptto pick quarrels at the 
"ord. 13.Wicked men fet up their wills ag sinfl Gods,and invent 
diftinions to reconcile Godrreilto theirs. 14. Minifters may not 
Stamp Gods mark on dolrines of humane invention » or fiperin- 
duce any thing upon the Scriptmre.People have a judgement of dij- 
cretion to try the irits. 15. Obedience the end of the Miniftery. 
Ordinances not obeyed, ripen and increafe fin, and bafter jndge- 

(| ments. 16. None but righteous men will obey the Word. Every 
| wicked man doth in fome thing or other gainfay the truth. 1 7-The) 
t wayes of the Lord are unto wicked men matter of. fanaa 

18. 
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18. They fumble at the effe of tbe Word, as being above 
reafom. 19. At page pry as being againft their peculiar 
luft. 20. At the fearching power and fimplicity of the Gofpell. 
21. Arthe impofirility of fulfilling the Lam, which it but acci~ 
dentali. To regenerate men the Law is Evangelically poffible. 
Wicked menhardned willingly aswell as. judicially, 22. Ac the 
grace of the word by prefumption, at the threatnings and Judge- 
ments of it by ftubbornneffe. 25. Wicked men fiumble at the word 
not onely unto feandall, but unto nine. 


TOONS 14400bH0 0H 


ERR ATA. 


Erm.t,p.8.].20. r. Thou, P,36.1.7.1? VP. P.35..1 fr moménto- 
P.49.1.5. r. largiendo, P.37.1.3. 7. Deo 
Serm.z.p 65.1.32. for impetration,read imploring P7 Liz read 
impér. P. 72. Lat.r.on our. P. 80.].t,r.which. 
Serm, 3. p.22.L.28.r. adoration of him, P 26.17, rwecks, P.at.Lig. 
r, fec ite In the in p. 40.1.24. dele Theodof: 
Serm. 4. p.70.L.24. r. themof. In the margin, p. 66.18. r. publicanos« 
Pizt Lair. (mp yap 7v. x 
Serm.5.p.tt. l. 1. forwe,r, did. P.37.1-30. for houfe r. houre, In 
the margin. p: 33-13 .r.debet, P.37.1 f. r. Arpa. 
Ser.7.p.149. 16. for over, r.fetover, In the margin p.137. 1,13. 
read reneature 


FIRST SERMON 
upon Hofeab, Chap.14. Ver-1,2; 


HOSEAH I4. 1,2. 
O Ifrael, return unto tbe Lord thy God, for thou 
bafi fallen by thine iniquitie. 
Tale with you words, and turn to the Lord, fay 
anto bim, T ake away all iniquity, and receive 
us graciou[Iy Lor give good] fo will we ren- 
der the calves of our lips. 


He bleffing of Ephraim, was accor- 
y ding to his + name, Fraitfulneffe.The 

fruitfulneffe ofthe Eartha bough by 
p a well, and the fruitfolneffe of the 
p wombe,and of the breafts,Gen.49.22- 
it 25. Deut. 33. 13. 17. Contrary un- 
_|towhich two bleffings we find in our Prophet two 
threatned againft him for his fins.chap. 


nter fer Adventist R 


15» 16: Though he be fruitful! among! his bre- 
x B shren,| 


Seh ty 
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The firlt Sermon s 


b Chap. 8,7. 
942.6. 16, 
To.1.8. 

11.6. 

€ Ch. 9.10614. 
a Ma EA 9. 

C -mapddiry punt 
n nie mad 
yind iva dA- 
doispaavles rás- 
moria LANTET- 
oi euCsperot 
Binnes yirey- 
mu, Plato 
apud A. Gel, 
li 6.c.14 
famofos latro- 
mer in ii locis 
ubi graffati 
fini arca fi 
gendos complu- 
vibus placuit ut 
e con[pttéu. 
deterrean'ur. 
alii ab iifdem 
facinoribus ff. 


di penis. L.18. 


fe. famofos, 
Vnde & in 
Brutis & in 
rebus i anima- 
tis obfervata 
indita. vid. 


PetErod,Decret.li.2 Tit.14.Zepper.de legib., r:c.11 PLL19.c.4.Put.de for 4 
f Pfal.s2.6,.Luk,17-32AG5-0 T.Luk.13,1.7.]er. 5: 8.Dan.$.18.22. Numa 6.3 8.40, 


thren, an Ea( wind [Ball come, the winde of the Lord 
Jhal come up from the wilderneffe, and bis {pring fhal 
become dry,and his fountain fhal Le dried up: be [ball 
pot the treafure of all pleafant veffels, Samaria [pal 

come defolate, for [be hath rebelled againft her God: 
they (hall fall by the Sword: their Infanis [bad be dafhed 
| snpreces, and their women with child [ball bevipt up. 
And throughout the t whole prophecie (if you read 
and obferve it ) you will find the Judgements of 
God againft Ephraim to beexprefled by meedes, 
emptines, barrennes, dryaes of roots, of fruits, of 


|branches, of fprings,and by a curfe upon their 


© Children, as on the other fide thebleffing here in 
this Chapter renewed unto Epbraim repenting, are 
all expreffed by Metaphors of fruitfwineffe, verf. 5. 
6, 7- A 

From thefe two wofull. Judgements, againft the 
fruitfuloes of their fprngs, and the fruitfulnes of 
their wombes, by the defolations ofa bloody fword, 
our Prophet taketh occafion orce more for all, to 
awaken and drive them to a timcly repentancesthat 
fo they may recover the bleffing, of their name, 
Ephraim may be Ephraim again, a plentifull,a fruit- 
fall,a flourifhing people. That 4 when Gods Zedge- 
ments arein the Earth;they would then at leaft fer 
themfelves to learn rightetu{nes, that they may wajh 
their § feet in'the blood of the wicked: -— ~ T 

Ofall Nations under heaver this Land of ours 
hath had theblefsing of Ephraim upon it, fruitful- 
nes of the £artb, abundance of plezty : fruitfulnes 
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ofthe wombe, abundance of peoples But our mifery 
is, that the abundance of our fins hath mightily 
outvied the abundance both of our plenty and of 
our people: fins teo too paralell to thofe of E- 
phraim, ifyou will but sta this Prophetand com- 
pare the behaviours of this Nation with him. And 
this parity of fins hath no doubt called upon God 
fora parity of Judgements. It is but a very little 
while (inec the Lord feemed to call for a: North- 
mide, as he doth here for an Eaflwinde, two armies 
there met, ready to look one another inthe Face. 
Bat his heart turned, his repentings wcre kindled, 
he would not give up Ephraim then. He feemes 
once more to be drawing of a Sword, and having in 
vain hewed us Ly bis Prophets as he complains, chap. 
6. s. to try whether hewing us by his Tudgeracnis 
willworkuponus. So that now, though I muft 
read my text, O Ifrael, yet I mu(t apply it, O Ezg- 
land, Return untothe Lord thy God, for thou haft fallen 
by thine Iniquity, Take with you words, yc. 

The whole Context containeth two Generall 
parts. An /avitation unto Repentance,ver. T. andan 
Zaftitutzon how to perform it, in the two verfes fol- 
lowing. ^ E 

Before we come tothe particulars of the Invi-| Sei. A 
tation, let us firft briefly obferve, that in the midft 
of rudgements propofed againtt finners that ate od-| | 
timate, God doth referveand proclaim Afercy unto 
finners that are penitent. W'hena Confumption is 


~ | decreed, yet a Remnant is referved to return. Ifa. to. 
| 22,23. The Lord will keep his vineyard, when he 
ill burn up the thornes-and the. bryars together. 
T Ba ffi. iy 
4 
Li 
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The firft Sermon | 


Ifa. 27.3,4« When a day of fierce anger is deter- 
mined, the meek of the earth are calledupon to feck 
the Lord. Zeph. 2+3. When the Lord is coming 
out of his pe pa hats capsa of the 
Earth for their Iniquitie, he cals upon his le 
to bide apicis in their chambers, untill die in: 
dignation be overpaft. 7f4. 2 6. 20, 21. The Angel 
which was fent to deftroy Sodom, had withalla 
Commifsion to deliver Lot, Gen.19. 15. God 
made full provifion for thofe who mourned for 
publick abominations before he gave orderto de- 
ftroy the reft: Ezek. 9. 4.6 Menin their wrath 
will many times rather ftrike a friend then fpare a 
foe : but Gods proceedings are without diforder, 
he will rather {pare his foes then ftrike his fervants, 
as he fhewed himfelf willingto have done in the 
cafe of Sodom. Ger. 18.26. Mofes ftood in she ga, 
and diverted Judgements from Ifrael. Pfal. 106. 
23. Yea God fecks for fuch. Ezek, 22. 30. and 
complains whenthey cannot be found.Eze£. 13.5, 
And if be deliver others for them, certainly he will 
not deftroy them for others. How ever it go with 
theworld and with wicked men, it fhal go well with 
the righteoxs, there fhall be a Santuary for them 
when others fumlle, and they fhali-paffe through 
the fire, when othersare confamed by it. 7f. 3.105 
11. Ufa. 8: 14,155 16» Zach. 13.8, 9. 

Reafons hereof are, Gods IufHzé, he will not pu- 
nifh the righteous withthe wicked’; he wi!! have it 
appear that there is a difference betweeahim thar fiy- 
veth God, and bim that ferveth bim mit. Gen.3 2.35. | 
Mal. 5.18. Gods love unto his people. Hehath àl 

bosk 


aS Se eee ee A 
— — 
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a oe 
book of Remembrance written before him, for them 
that fear him, and think upon his Name : 4nd ihey 
[bali be mine, faith the Lord of Hofts, im that day when 
I make up my jewelsjand I will (pare them as aman (ya- 
reth bis own fon that fervetb him. 444l.5.16,17.Here 
isaclimax and gradation of arguments drawn from 
Love. In agreat fire, and devouring trouble (fuch 
as is threatned there, Chap. 4- 1.) property alone is 
a ground of care, a man would willingly fave and 
fecure that which is his own, and of any ufe unto 
him; but if you adde unto this, prerioufneffe, that in~ 
creafeth the cares A man will make hard fhift to 
delivera rich Cabinet of Jewels, though all his or- 
dinary goods and urenfils fhould perifh. But of all 
Jewels, thofe which come out of the body are 
much more pretious then thofe which onely adorn 
it. Who would not fnatch rather bis child then 
his casket or parfe out of a flame» Relation works 
not onely upon the affection, but upon the bowels 
jJer- 31:20. And laftly, the fame excellency that the 
word jewel? dorl adde untothe word mine; the fame 
| excellency doth fervice adde untothe word fomne. 
^A man hath much confli& in himfelf to tzke off 
his heart from an undutifull fonne. Never a worfe 
fonthen 4b/olom, and yet how doth David givea 
charge to the Commanders to have him fpared> 
how inquificive after his fafety ? How pafsionately 
and unteafonably monrnfull upon the news of his 
death? But ifany child be more a jewell then ano- 
ther, certainly it isa dutsfall childe, who hath not 
onely an intereft in our love by Nature, but by ober 
jemce. All thefe grounds of care and pore 
B3 


— 
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Shoe c The fr Sermon 
for Gods people in ttouble are here expreffed, pro- 
perty, they are mine : pretion{nes, they are jewels,trea- 
fares, Ornaments unto me. Relazosthey are fons: 
ufefulnes, they ate (ons that ferve, noae could look 
ona thing fo many wayes lovely with the (amc eye 
as upon a profeffd and provoking Enemy. 

,Laftly, Gods name and glory. He hath {pared his 

people even in the midft of their provocations for 

his Names fake. Deut. 33. 26, 27. Fo/h.7..9. How 
much more when they repeat and feek his face» He 
will never let it be faid that any feék the Lord in 

vain. Ifa. 45. 19+ 4 

But it may be obje&ed, doth not Solomon fay 
that al things happen alike unto all? and that zs man 
can know love or hatred by that which as before him? 

Ecclef. 9. t, 2. And is it not certain and common, 

that in publick defolations good aswell as bad do 

periíh ? doth not the Sword devoure as well one as 
another? p ; 

It is true, God doth not alwayes difference his 
fervants from wicked men by temporall deliveran- 
ces, Troubles commonly and promifcuoufly in- 
volve all forts, But there are thefe two things con- 
fiderable init. 

1. That many times the good fuffer with the bad, 
becaufe they are together corrupted with them,and 
when they joyne in the common provocations, no 

: wonder if they fuffer in the common judgements, Re- 
vel. 18. 4+ Nay the fins of Gods people do (efpe- 
cially in this cafe) more provoke him unto out- 

‘ ward judgements, then the fins of his profeffed ene- 

i | Mies. Becaufe they expofe his same to the more 
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contempr.2 S47. t1. 1 4. and are committed againft 

he greater leve, Ames 3. 2« and he hath futwre judge- 

ment for the wicked, and therefore ufually begéanerh 
here at his own fanBuary. Ezek-9 « 6 1 Pet-4:17- 

2, Whengood men who have prefetved them- 

felves from publick fins, do yet fil by publick 

judgemenrs, yet there is a great difference in this 

| feeming eqaality, the fame affliction having like the 

| pillar that went before Iftael, a light fide towards 

Gods people, and a dark fide towards the Egypti- 

ans, God ufually recompencing the outward evils 

| of his people with more irr evidences of in* 

[ward and {pirituall joy. A good man may be in 

| great darknes as well as a wicked man, but in that 

afe he hath the name of God to flay bimfelf upon, 

which no wicked man in the world hath.7/4-5 0-10. 

ttal! and the droffe go both into the fire toge- 

but thedroffe is confumed; the metal refined. 

[S0 is it with godly atid wicked in their fufferings. 

Zach. 13. 9. Ecclef. 8.12, 03. 

Cp the folly ofthofe who in time of 

' relie upon vain things which cannot help 

and continue their fins ftill.For Judgements 

flo difference of any but penitent and impeni- 

icknes doth not complement witli an Hono- 

but uféth him as couríely as the bafe, 

mocks as well ata Princes palace asa poore 

e : wife men dieas well.as fools. Yea 

ally works more: violently when tem- 

wine, then with fome duller and bafer 

n times oftrouble ufually the grearcr 

he clofer the judgements. When Je- 

rufalem 
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rufalem was taken the Nobles were (lain. bur the 
poore of the land had vineyardsand fields given 
them. Jer.39. 6.10. 

Therefore in troubles we fhould be more hum- 
bled for our fins then our fufferings, becaufe (in is 
the (ting of fuffering. That mercies fhould not win 
us, that judgements fhould not awaken us : that the 
rod (hould fpeak, and we zot bear. Mic. 6. g: That 
the fire (hould és, and we not feel, Ifa. 42. 25. 
that defolation (houldbe threatned, and we not zz- 
ffraBed. Jer. 6. 8. That the hand of God fhould be 
lifted upand we not fee it, Ifas 2 6. 11. That dark- 
nes íhould be upon us,and we not give glory to God. 
Jer. 13. 6. this is that (hould moft deje us, that in 
mercies we have been wanton, and in judgements 
[enfIeffe. Get Repentance by an affliGion, and then 
you may look on it as a trafick, and not as a trouble, 
likea Merchants voyage, which hath pain in the 
way, but treafure inthe end., Ne affli&ions can 
hurt him that is penitent. Ififiou efcape, they will 
make thee the more thankfull: if nor, they will 
bring thee the neerer and the fooner unto God. 

The way to be fafein times oftrouble is to get 
the blood of the Lamb upon our doores. All 
troubles: have their Commiffion and Inftru&i- 
ons from God, what to do, whither to go, whom 
to touch, whomo paffe over. Be gold, and though 
the fire come upon you, you fhall keep your nature 
and purity ftill- Godlines, faith the Apoftle, hath 

| the promifes of this life; and among ft thofe onefpe- 
ciall one is that we fhall not be tempted above 
whatweareable. 1 Cor. 1o. 13. neither are “pu 
ne indeed 
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indeed any diftreffesagainft which thereisnotare- | ; 
fuge and e(cape for penitent finners unto fome pro- 
[mifeor other. Againft Captivity. VW hen they be in 
the land of their Enemies [will not caff them away, 
nor abborre them. Levit.26-44- Againft famine and 
péftilence. 1f 1 fout up beavez that there be no rain, or 
if I command the locuft to devoure the Land, or sf 7 
fend peftilence among my people: If my people | +» 
which are called by my Name {hall humble them- 
felves, and pray, and {eek my face,and turn from 
their wicked wayes: then will s hear from heaven, and 
will forgive their fin, and wil heal their Land.2 Chron, 
7+ 13514. Againft ficknes, the Lord will ftrengthen 
him upon the bed of lanzuifhing , and mate alt his 
bed in his fickaes.P(al.41.3. Againft poverty. When 
the poore ard needy {eek water and there is none,I the 
Lord will hearthem, &c. 7/4. 41,17. Pf4.68. 10-| — 
Againft want of friends. When my father and mother | TR j 
 forfake me, then the Lord will take meup, P/al.27, hal 
10+ Pfal. 72+ 12. Againft opprefjion and imprifon- xu 
ment. He executeth judgement for the oppreffed,he 
loofeth the prifoners. Pfal. 146.7. Againft whatfoe- 
ver plague or trouble. 1 King. 8.37.38,3 9. Heis the 
God of AM confolation, how difconfolate foever a | ^ 
mans condition is in any kind there cannot but 
within the compaffe of All confolation be fome 
one or other remedie at hand to comfort and re- 
lieve him. And fo much by the way of the Invita- 
tion in generall. 
In the Zmvitation we have the Matter of it, and 
Motives to it. The Matter is Converfiow, withe 
5 the hand which is diftedup in threatning, ! ¢1f.26, 11. 
i c 


will 
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J 16 J The firft Sermon 
Meno: (wit fall down in punifhing, and where that is, God 


Hibar, | lrach a bork of Remembrance for his Ferels, when his 
Non funt Bona | wrath burneth as an Oven againft the flubble, Atal. 


gue non de ra- 
orece- | 35 toe 
psu But this Converfion then muft have two condi- 
oraque dh. | tions in’ ity 1. It muft be 44 Dominum , To the 
Wmqumvh | Lord snot meerly philofophicall to fome lowe and 
vidiantur bo- | genetall dictates of Rezfon , fuch as ariflorle, or 
Trio laude | D lito, or Épitetu, Or Plutarch, or the like heathen 
Junt-ut magia | Moralifts could furnith us wichall , without felf- 
sidas denial), lowlineffe of fpirit, or b faith in Chrilt- 
| tesis Aug, | Nor meerly politzeall, to credit, or profit, or fecus 
| Enarr.in Phal. | Jar ends i preprer fimam, non propter Confetentiam, as 
| 30d de Spi | the Orator fpeaks; or as our Prophet hath it, for 
31.26, Contra | Cerz 4nd. for wine: Hof. 7. 16, as good be an empty 
doni n we, | (ines as bring forth fruit onely to our felves, Hof. 
196. de fide & | 10. 1 
operib.e 14. But it muft be /piritwall, unto the Lord. zf thou 
contra Julian, | pil» yetay O Ifrael, faith the Lordyeturn umtome, Ier. 
| i Nibitad ofer-| s1. And not onely Ad Dominum to the Lord, for 
enam | that may be done* falfely, and flatteringly, witha 
| rrt Piin La, | halting anda divided heart. By the force Of Semi- 
cpittz2. | perfwajions, like that of 1 Agrippa and © Orpha, com- 
RJ opinii | plementing with God, and then forfaking him. B 
conjcientia fa- | the force of compulfary impresfions, like that ofa Pha- 
ciam, Senec.de | yaohand o 7frael in the wildernes. P Promifes on the 


ijes» — | Rack, and pride when there was refpite againi;thawe 


| m Ruth 1.14. &Exod.S.8, Exod.o. 27-34. oPf2178. 34.37. pSemifauciam bac até, 
hacverfare voluntatem, Aug, confcff.L.8. c.8. pécriz, ipfius penituntie agunt, Ambro, 

pznitlieg. Omer im nis auapriuas periyoai, Clem. Alex. L2. ftrom.Irrifor eft 

mon p enitcus quiadbuc agit quod pemitets coc. Ifidor. de Summo bone, Magnam rem puta 


unum bominem agere, prater [apitntemnemo wawmayit.C etera multiformes (unt. Scneciepe 
110 Ambrof offic. 112,c.22. 
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| ing inthe Sun, and freezing in rhe fhade ; melting’! 


inthe furnace, and out of it returning unto hardnes 
again, like the Prophets Cate burnt on the one fide, 
and dough on the other. But it muft be, 

Secondly, «fj, ad Domizwm, fo much the origi- 
nall word “Y importeth.A 9 full, through,conftanr, 
continued converfion,with a whole, a fixed, a roat- 
ed, an united an cftablifhed heart , yeilding up the 
whole Confcience and Converfation to be ruled 
by Gods will inall things, 

The motives ro this duty are two;F irt his: 24er- 
cy, he is yet thy God, no fuch argument for our turn- 
ing unto God as histurning unto us. Adam looks 
on him asa Judge and hides ; the Prodigal! looks on 
him asa father and rcturns. Asthe beam of the Sun 
fhining on fire,doth difcouragethe burning ofthat: 
fo the fhining of Gods mercies on us, fhould dif 
hearten, and extingui(h luft in us. This is the ufe we 
fhould make of mercy. Say not,he is my God, there- 
fore I may prefume upon him, but he is mize,rhere- 
fore I muft return unto him. Becaufe he is God, I 
willbe afraid to provoke him ; and becaufe-he is 
mine, Y will be afraid to forfeit him. He is fo great, 
I muft not dare to offend him;he is fo pretioxs I muft 
nor venture to lofe him. His mercy isa * Holy mer- 
cy, which knows to pardon fin, bnt not to protes 
it, Irisa San@uary be the penitent not forthe pre- 

MOMS a 
condly, his Judgement, and that expreffed ra« 
ther asour AG then bis, Thou haft fallen, by thine 
Tpigquity.£ If mercies do not work upon Leve, ler 
dgements work upon fear. * Extremities area war- 
Ca rant 


Jod 2,22, 
ears, 
Pfal's7.7. || 
Eph3.27. 4 
Pfal. 86.11. 
Habt 3.5. 
Sil. s. 
r Joc] 2.12 3 
Ifa.$5.6,7, 
]er.31.18. 
GOERA 
Pfal.139, 4. 
48.233. 
Matth 3.2« 
Ifa 64.9. 


t 
mi 


! 
* "Aya o8 
368 dixeuooy 
mj dinteia è! 
siy i y a3dgi 
dur. Clem, 
Alex: Stroll-6. 
£ Qni beneficis 
nonintelligitur, 
vel plagis mtel: 
ligatur. Cypr: 
in Demetria,’ 
t Dant animam 
ad loquevi 
libeve ultime. 
mifirie. 
Livlibags 
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u-Inops Sena- 
tus Auxiliü bi~ 
mani ad Deos 
populum e vo- 
tavertityjufe 
cum conjugibus 
e liberi fup- 
plicat um ire ér 
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rant unto Importunities. «Even heathen mariners 


ina ftormwill cry mightily upon God. When there 
isadeluge coming, is it not time for Noah to fear, 
and to prepare an ark > Hebr. 11. 7. what meaneft 
thou O thou fleeper to * lofe the feafon,and benefit 
of Gods vifitations ? when there is a tempeft over 
thefhip, heavy diftreffes , and diftra&iens both at 
home and abroad,to be fo fecure in thy wonted im- 
penitency,2s ifthou hadft had no fins to procurethefe 
Judgements, or no fence to feel them ? as if there 
were agreements, and fealed covenants between 
thee and the fiverd that it fhould not touch thee? 
Ifthoube falling, is it not high time to confider thy 
wayes? to fearch and to judge thy felf tohaverhine 
eyes like the windows of Solomons Temple? Broad 
inwards, to find out thine own provocations, and as. 
a David {peaks, tokeep thy felf from Thine own Ini- 
uty > 
1 Thus when in oneand the fame time, &aerzies, 
and judgements are intermixed, then is the moft fo» 
lemne feafon to call upon men for repentance. If 
we b felt nothing but fears, they might make us de- 
{pair, i£ notbing but mercies they would make us fè- 
cure. If che whole yeer were Summer,the fap of the 
| earth would be exhaufted; ifthe whole were Win- 
ter, it would be quite buried. The hammer breaks 
mettall,and rhe fire melts it,and then you may caft 
it into any fhape- Judgements break, mercies melt, 
and then, ifever, the foul is fit to be caft into Gods 
mould. There is no figure in all the Prophets more 


4. aphal, 18.23. inae xaxipraw cupipe rip duré cuwiy 
indi&a, b Vide Tertul. Contra Marcion.l.2.c.1 3. " i 
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ufüall chen this, to Interweave mercies and judge- 
ments; like thofe Elegancies which e Rhetoricians 
call #4622, to allure and to bring into a wildernes, 
Hof. 2. 14. And this ofall other is the saéeampierues, 
as d Phyficians call it, the Criticall time ofdifeafed 
people, wherein the chief conje&ure licth,whether 
they be mending or ending according to the ufe 
which they make of fucb interwoven mercies, 

I have curforily run over the firft part ofthe Con. 
text, the /#vitation unto Repentance, 2s intending 
to make my abode on the fecond , which is the 7#- 
|flitution how to perform it. Therein we have, firft a 
General inflruiton, Take unto you words. Second- 
ly, aparticular form, what words they fhould take;or 
a petition drawn to their hands, Take away All ini- 
quitiey Oe. 

Ofthe former of thefe I thall {peak buta word. 
It importeth the ferious pondering and choofing 
of Requefts to put up to God.e The mother of 47- 
taxerses in Plutarch was wontto fay, that they who 
would addreffe themfelves unto Princes, muft ufe 
[mpasi Busines, filken words. Surely he that would a 
proach unto God, muft confider, and look as well 
tohis words as to his feet. He is* fo Holy and Jea- 
lousof his worfhip , that he expeéts there fhould 
be preparation in Our acceffes unto him. Prepara- 
tion of Our perfozsyby f puritie of life, Fob 11:13. 
Preparation of Our Services, by choice of matter, 
Iob 9.14. Luk, 15. 17, 18. Preparation of Our 
» | 8 Hearts, by » finding them out, i ftitring them up, 

1 ing them, ferching them in, and! calling toge- 
that is withinusto prevail with Ced. 
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The firf Sermon 

The fervices which we thus prepare, muft be Ta- 
ken from him. They muk nor be the iffues of our 
own private and flefhly hearts. For nothing can go 
to. God,but that which comes from him ; and this 
phrafe feemethto import thefethree things.1. Wc 
muft attend unto his ™ i, as the Rule of our pray. 
ers. a. Ve muft attend unto his precepts, and n pro- 
mifes, as the Matter of our prayers. 3. We mutt at- 
tend unto the o Guidance of his Holy Spirit, asthe 
life and principle of our prayers, without which we 
know not what toask. 

And prayers thus Regulated are moft feafonable, 
and foveraign duties intimes of Trouble. The key 
which openeth a doore of mercy , the fluce which 
keepeth out an Inundation of Judgements. facob 
wreftled and obtained a bleffing, Hof» 12.4. Amos 
prayed,and removed a Cure, Amos 7.1.7. The wo- 
man of Canaan will not be denied with a deniall, 
CAMatt 3 5.24,27-The people of Ifrael will begge 
for deliverance even then when God had pofitively 
told them, that he would deliverthem no more, 
ludg. 10, 13, Us. Jonah will venturea prayer from 
the bottome of the Sea, whena double death had 
feifed upon him,the belly of the deep, and the bel- 


| ly ofthe Whale,and that prayer of his did open the 


doores of the Leviathan,as the expreffion is, Job 4 1 . 
14- and made one of thofe deaths a deliverance 
from the other. 

O let the Lords Remembrancers give him no 
reft. » There is2 kind of omnipotencie in prayer, 


|} as having an Intereft and prevalence with Gods 
i Omnipgtencie.1 {thath loofed iron chains; It shath 
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opened Iron gates: It hath unlockt the windows | igen de ceto 
li of heaven:It hath t broken the bars of death. Satan | precibus fuie 
\ | Bath three titles given him in the Scripture, fetting pera Pim 
‘| forth his malignitie againft the Church of God. | tum extorfr | 
A u Dragos,co note his malice, a x Serpent, to mote | fie pluvia Im- | 
his fuétilrie, and ay Lion to note his firength. But pred te 
none of all thefe can ftand before prayer. The grea- | iiv Cagitolin, 
| teft malice, the malice of Hamaz, finksunder the maaan 
| 3 prayer of £flber; the deepcft policy, the counfell Of rrr. Apol 
Achitophel; withers before thea prayer of David: |TertulApolog. 
the bugeft Armie; an hoaft of a thoufand thoufand eels 
Ethiopians rune away like Cowards: before the | c4. 
bprayer of Afá. EE 
How fhould this incourage us to treafüre up our |» Gen.3,1, d 
prayers? tobefiege the throne of Grace with ar- |)" Pet 
mies of fapplications: to Refufe a denialla to break 255551 5.5: 4 
through’a Repulfe ? He hath ¢ Bleffed thofe whom | | 6 Chron: t4-| 
he Siderippye :hehath 4 anfwered thofe whom he 25717 | 
did reproach : he hath delivered thofe whom he A st 
did deny. And he is the t fame yefterday and to day. |4 Mav15:26- 
If he fave if #fix and in {even troubles ; fhould not |; idg. 1e... 
we pray in fix and in feven'Extremities ? Certainly | 16: 
inall the Affli&ions of the Church when prayers |/Heb.13-8- 
ate ftrongeft, mercies are neereft. £)0b 5.195 
And therefore let. me Humbly Recommend to 
thé Cares of this Honorable Affembly among i 
all your other prefsing affairs, the providing that 
thefe folemne dayeswherein the United prayers, of 
this whole Kingdom fhould with ftrongeft Impor- | 
tunities (top the breaches, and fand in the gapsar 
which Tndgernents are ready to rufh in upon us, 
- | may with more obedience and folemnitie be Kc 
4 - ve 
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ved, then indeed of latethey are. It is truc, bere, 
and inother Cities, and populous places, there is 
haply leffe czufe to complain-But who can without 
forrow and fhame behold in our Countrey towns, 
men fo unapprehenfive either of their brethrens fuf- 
ferings, orof their own fins and dangers , as togive 
God quite over,to let him reft,that they themfelves 
may work; to come in truth to Ieborazs rcfolution, 
Why fhould we wait upon Ged any longer? to 
grudgetheir brethrens and their own fouls and fafe- 
ties one day in thirtie, andto tell all the world that 
indeed their dayes work isof morevalue with them 
then their dayes worfhip, multitudes drudging and 
moyling in the earth, while their brethren are 
mourningand befieging of heaven. I do but name 
it, and proceed. 

The fecond part of the Inftitution was the par- 
ticular form faggefted unto them according unto 
which their adareffes unto Godare tobe regulated, 
which confifteth of two parts.a prayer,and a promife, 
The prayer is for two Benefits, the one Removeall of 


confined within rhe firk of thefe, The prayer of the 


fin, the other Conferring of Good. In the promife or 
Reftipulation we have firft their Covenant, wherein 
they promife two things. 1. Thank/giving forthe 
hearing and anfwering of their prayers. 2 A /peciall 
sare forthe Amendment of their lives, Secondly, 
the Ground of their Confidence foto pray , and of 
their Refolutions fo to promife, Becanfé in thee the 
fatberle[fe findeth mercy. My meditations will be 


Church in their fears and fufferings, wherein I fhall 
begin, in the Prophets order, with their prayer 
againtt fin, Take away all Iniquitie. The 
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Theword fignifies, 1. Toexpiate; and make a- 
'tonement by a facrifice. So the fcape Goate 
(which was a figne of Chrift our Sacrifice as ri- 
fen and living againe ) is faid to carry the (innes 
of the people into the wildernefle, Levit. 16. 
22. Thereby fignifying Chrifts taking our finnes| 
from us, Job. 1. 39. Heb. 9. 28. 2. To forgive, 
which in the.Court of mercy is the taking of 
finne away, P fal. 32. x. 5. 3. To remove or take 
away by deftroying. So it is ufed, Hof. 1. 6. Job 
32.22. andis fometimes ufed to exprefle Burn- 
ing, 2 Sam. 5. 2 1. Nabum.1.5.fo finne is faid to 
be deftroyed, Rom. 6. 6. to be fubdued, atic. 7. 
19. tobe purged away with the fpirit of Judge- 
ment and burning, Z(2. 4. 4. The meaning then 
is, Take away all our finnes from us,lay them up- 
on Chrift our Sacrifice, for his Merit pardon 
them, by his Grace deftroy and fubdue them, 
that fo the root of Judgements being removed, 
they likewife may therewithall be removed too. 
From hence the Obfervation which I thall infift 
upon is this : 
when God threatneth Judgements, we in ouv Con- 
veefion unto bim [bould pray againft [imnes.Our eye 
Xf forrow fhould be moreupon that which as 
bonoureth him, then upon that which affisas our 
elves ; more upon that which is contrary to his 
Image, then upon that which is contrary to our 
oin #atwre : more upon that which defileth, then 


uponthat which pazzetb us. * Pharaoh cares-for | *Exod.10.17. 
nothing but the removall of death : Simon Afa- |» ^a. 8.34. 


in for nothing but to perdition and the 
oy Ls 
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all of bitternefle kept from him. But good 
we like wife Phyficians cure the difeafe at the 


21 Reg2.21-| rQot, as è Elifbadid the waters by putting Salt 


bz Sam, 24. 
17.15. 


¢Exod, 3% 
31,3% 


] 349. 
Num.14.19- 
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| ¢Pfal. 25, 8. 
31.4, 
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gr. 


*Lam.3. 39, 
49. 


SK, 8. 
4 


MÀ À—— a 


into the Spring bead. The Angel was finiting 
the people with a plague ,* David betakes him- 
felf to the right remedy, 7 have finned,t have done 
wickedly; He goes not to the Phyficiañs , but to 
the Af#arto make atonement for fin, and fo the 
plague was frayed. Deftru&ion was threatned 
againft /frael for their Calfe, their marmurings, 
finir tebellions. «Mofes (lands in the gap to pn 
vert it, Pf4/. 106.23. But how doth hedoe it? 
furely by praying agatnfl their finnes. * O this peo- 
plebave finmed a great fin, O that thou moulde[t for- 
givethem t-A fick man was brought to Chrift to 
be healed, 244.9 . 2« Chrift overlooks the difeafe, 
and begins at the fin, So, be of good chear, thy fins 
are forgiven thee; and this being forgiven,the ma- 
lignitie of the difeafe was removed, though the 
matter (hould have remained. This was the ufu- 
all method of! David in his troubles, to throw 
over thefe shebaes that had wrought his woe. 
‘Blot out wafh throughly, cleenfe, create, renew : he is 
far more importunate for pardon and purging, 
then for cafe and comfort. Complaining in trou- 
ble is the work of aman, but*repenting is the 
work of a Chriftian, 

. "The Reafons ofthis point are thefe Three. 
roka Tha Judgement fhould be removed, while 
fin remains, itis not removed in mercy, but in 
anger : for many times God i punifh- 
ing in difpleafure „as 4 man throweth away the 
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rod when his fcholler is incorrigible. wy fhould 
you be [mitten any more? you will revolt more and 

ore, Ifa. 1. 5. 1f men be fetled on their lees,and 
will not be reclaimed, there cannot an heavier 
‘punifhment light upon them, then to be* with- | Hof 4 14, 
out punifhment,to be left to themfelves, and the | Ezek 24.13. 
fury of their own wills, fpeedily to work out | Rom1.24. 33, 
their own perdition,that their own pleafares may Bere eae 
become their plaguesyand the liberty of their own | ps, nos e 
lufts,their foreft 4ondage. God may take away in | dit iratus z 
wrath that which he fent in anger, Hof: 13.11, EET 
as onthe other fide he may punith finthen when | tixssexande ix | A 
he forgiveth it, and may vifit iniquitie with rods |74” 
then when he will zot utterly take away bis loving | prypirins para 
Mndneffe from a people, Píal.99.8.89.32,33. |e rarus 
Tul libs $. cap. 4... Pavcifibi putat , cumexcecerur, e» ferveur ad CAES esi 
namque vinditam, Aug, in Pfal.g. Ad utilitatem quofdam non exaudis, ad damnationem 
quofdam exaudi. 14 Phal. 21. Iratus dat Amanti quod malè amat, in Pal. 16. Magna I~ 
Ya ef quando peccantibus non irafcitur Dens. Hieron. Ep. 33. Et in Pfal, 140, Indignan~ 
tis Debmajor hec plaga. Cyprian deLapfis. O ftrvum illum bestum cujus Emendationi 
‘Deus inflat, cui dignatur ira[ei, re. Tertul. de patit, eap. 11. 

IL. Ifa Judgement be removed, fo long as fin 
remains it is gone cum animo Revertendi , either 
the fame or a worfe is likely to fucceed,for God 
will? overcome when be judgeth.Pbaraohs ftubborn- | Rom. 3. 4. 
neffe did but increafe his plagues. God will not 
endure that the “pride of man fhould outvie his | ¢Exod,. 17. 
Fuftice. If we do not take Cbrifis warning to gò 
and fiz no more, we have great caufe to feare his. 
inference, that 4 worfe thing will come upon w, | 
D » Ifwe do yet exalt our felves, God will! f 

P id with us. Ifwe will* walk contrary unto | ‘Jer: 3. 9. 
him, he threatneth to S the likeunto Re sere 
È ` 2 m2 > 


us;and to} 
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punifhus\feve times more for our fins. If we 
do not turn unto bim that fmiteth us, then his 
"1.9.12, |*anger in fmiting fhall wot be turzed away, but 
\his hand [Fall Ge (tretched out jtst/. God can bring 
clouds after;rain ; diftrefles cin Zrelaad after. di- 
flra&ions in Seot/azd; and di(tra&ions in Eng- 
land after diftreffes in Zrelazd ; mifchicf upon 
mifchief, and counfell againft coun fell, Manaffe 
againft Ephraim, and Ephraim againft Mazs[Jey to 
vex;and weary out a finfu]l people;till they pine 
away in their Calamities..: i ifs 
I 1I. Sin being removed, though the affliai- 
on fhould not be removed,yet it is (an Aified and 
turned into good. Repentance like the Pézlofo- 
phers (lone, can turn Lrom into Gold; can make 
Golden A(flifttons. So the triall of our faith, that. 
is, our aflli&ion, is faid tobe more precious then 
Gold, Pet. 1.7. Whereas fin remaining is like 
Copres which will turn wine or milk into inke. 
It converts the bleffings of God into the provi- 
fions of luft» Cankers learning with pride,'and 
wit with prophaneneffe;and wealth with luxury; 
like Leaven which.tuzns a very Paffcover into 
v Atben, | pollution. As the? Pearl; which is an Ornament 
lib. 3.cap-t3 | tothe woman which weares it, is a difeafeto the 
, fift.which breeds it : asthe fame perfume which 
refrefheth a Dove, is mortalltoa Valture sas the 
fame pillar & cloud was light to Zfrael; but dark 
to e/£g)pt: the fame deep a path to /frae/, but a 
grave toc£gypt : fo the fame bleffings which by 
1> [graceare converted into Ac day fin area- 
Hag. 233. Bated into difhonourable fervices. Sweet pow- 
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ji upon HosEAam = Ch.t4.V.12, 
ders can make leather an ornament, when the 
Sanies of a plague-fore will render a robe infe- 

&ious, As it was faid of Naamaa,He wasa great 

man, an honourable man, a mighty man of war ; 

* But be was a Leaper : fo what ever other Ofna- | +2 Reg si 
ments a man hath, fin ftains them. with the fou- 

left But, that can be brought to deprave the fais 
reftendowments. A learned man,a wealthy man, 

awife man,an honourable man,But a wicked man, 

This makes all thofe other good things tributa- | 

unto Satan. Ph yu 

And therefore as the * gold and filver of the | » Numgr az 
Canaanites was to paffe through the fire before 
itcould be ufed by Z/rael : fo all other blefiings | 
beítowed on men, muf paffe through the fpzzrt 
of Judgement and Furaing, through the purifying 
waters of Repentance,before they-can bring ho- 
tour to the Author, or comfort to the enjoyer : A 
ofthem. When Chrit overcometh Satan, ‘he onibus, 
taketh from bim all bis armour, and divideth thel aperi ee. 
Spoils,Luk. 11,2 1. How doth he divide the fpoils?.| Hon 
fürely he maketh vfe of that wit, wealth, power; | 2^ f dede- 
learning, wifdome, interefts, which Satan ufed | debant cei 
againft Chrifts Kingdome, as inftruments and | 4 DA Galli 
ornanients unto the Gofpel. As when a Maga- vds ali 
zinc in warre is taken, the Gencrall makes ufe of 
thofé armes which were provided againft him, 
for his own fervice. 

And as fin doth thus corruptbleffings , fo on | ^e pedes 
the other fide Repentance doth fwceteri: Judge pec. 
ments, and can? turn affli&ians into matter of | fripfamorté’ 
€omfoit. As fcarlet puls out the teeth of 4 Sers | Pree 
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pent, | andi 
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pent,fo this takes away the fting ofa Judgement. 

As wine draweth a nourifhing vertue from the 

flefh of V ipers:as hot birds can feed upon Iron, 

& purge their bodies with {wallowing of ftones; 

fo repentance, though it fhould not remove a 

Judgement, yet it can feed upon it , and fetch 

meat out of the Eater, and out of the ftrong 
fweetneffe. a 

There are two Evils in Affli&ions. Their 

thorne in the fle[b,as they are matter of paine,and 

«1.8.21. | their * fzare to the Conference, as they are matter 

XCwroat!^- | of Temptation. As there are two things in a chain 

Nr. Hor fetter,the heavineffe whereby it loads,and the 

hardne[Je whereby it gaules. Now as a prifoner, 

though be cannot make his chain lighter then it 

is, yet by lining it with wooll or other foft 

things,he can prevent the galling:fo Repentance 

though ittake not away the pasz of Affli&ion 

ze. from the jlefb, yet by meckning and humbling 

’ diera eig the foul, with filence and quietneffe to ^ Lear the 

Jen1e.19. | indignation of the Lord, and accept of the punifh- 

ment of fin: it removeth the temptation and ma- 

lignitie of it from the Con(cience. And thus as 

*4.Gtll.li-5. | “Protagoras by his naturall dexteritie ordered the 

*^$ | burden which he was to bear with moreeafe and 

advantage: fo Pietie makes Judgements, by fpi- 

rituall prudence, more eafie to be born, and the 

light yoke of Chrift, asbladders ina deep water, 

bears up the fpirits of men from finking , and 

lightneth every other burden. And therefore as 

3 plut. mua. | bein? Plutarch faid of the Scythians,that though 


ià mër: | they had no mufick nor Vines amongft them, 
i | : yet 
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yet they had Gods: fo what ever other things 
may be wanting to a people, yet if God be their 
God, they are not deftitute of any happineffe. 
*Yea as thofe Rofes are ufually fweeteft which 

row neereft unto ftinking weeds : fo the com- 
forts of Gods Spirit are ftrongeft when a man 
is otherwife perplexed with the greater difficul- 
ties. Itwas promifed unto Jofiab,that he (hould 
die in peace, a Chron. 34. 38. and yet we find that 
he was {lain in war, (hap. 35.24. His weeping 
and humiliation altered the very nature of trou- 
ble, and made warre to be peace unto him. 

Now for the Ufe» and Application of this 
point; This ferveth, firft, to inftrn& us how to 
depsecate Calamities when God fhaketh his 
Rod over us. There® is nothing in all the world 
that God is angry with but fin ; for all other 
things are his own works, in the goodneffe of 
hehe refted with fingular complacency and 
delight. Sin is that againft which Gods arrows 
are dire&ed ; and as thearrow fticks in the Butt 
unto which the mark is fa(tned : fo the judge- 
ments which are fhot at fin, muft needs lighr 
upon us unto whom fin cleaveth. The way then 
to divert the arrow is to remove the mark. It is 
true,God doth fomtimes bring afflictions with- 
out refpe& to the provocations of fin, upon his 
beft fervants. As,ifaman fhould (hape out of 
amaffe of gold fome excellent veffell, though 
the gold be never fo'pure, yet it muft paffe 
through the fire and the hammer again. But it 
is certain too, that no affli&ion comes in Anger 
` ut 
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but with refpe& to fin. And the Ager of God 
is the bittereft thing in any Calamitic. 

Now for diverfion of this, there is no wa 
but-to get fin removed. Take the bark from a 
trec,& the fap can never find way to che boughs. 
Sin is the Febzculum which carries (hate and 
forrow to the foul. Take away that;and a Judge- 
ment hath no Commi fton, You may find an Er- 
ror in it, if you be not the fame men that you 
were when it iffued forth, for God fhoots no ar- 
rows to hurt the body of his Son. Tt is true, 
Jobcomplains that Gods arrows did flick in bim, 
J0b6. 4. But thefe were not for? deflruéfion, but 
for triall: as men fhoot bullets againft armour 
of proof, not to hurt it, butto praile it. Job in 
this cafe was brought forth not as amalefaitor to 
{uffer, butas a Champion to triumph. Let aman 
take what courfe he can to keep off Gods judge- 
ments,and hide himfelf in the clofeft prote@ion 
that humane power or policy can contrive, fo 
long as he keeps his fin withinhim, Gods ar- 
rows will get through at onet joynt or other. 
A naked man with Innocency , is better armed 
then.Gol;4b inbraffe or Iron. 

Weare apt in our diftreffes to howl, and re- 
pine, to gnaw our tongues, and teare our flefh 
in the anguifh of our fufferings. Like the filly 
Hart, which runs mourning and bleeding, but 
never thinks of getting out the fatall dart which 
fticks in his fide. We look * upward to fee whe- 
ther help will drop into our mouthes ; and we 
| look dowzmard,to fee whether humane füccours 
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will availe us, But we look not iz»ard, to find 

ous the * plague of our own hearts, that we may be | *1King.8.38. 

rid ofthat. Ándtill this be done, fin doth as na- 

turally draw and fuck judgements to it, as the 

Loaditone doth iron,orTurpentine fire. Indefa- 

tigable have been the pains of this High Court, 

to make up the breaches that threaten us, and to 

heal the Land. Whence comes it that our di- | 

ftractions remain unremoved ? Certainly our 

leaks are not ftopped, our fins are not thrown 

away, we labour at the pump to get the water 

out, but we do not take care to cure the paffage 

at which it enters in: we are old bottles ftill,and 

è God will not put new wine into old bottles. If men |» Mas o, i7. 

would fpend their murmurings and reproaches 

rather upon their fms then upon their Phyficians, 

the work would be fooner donc. When the 

Temple of God was to be new built, and a pub- 

lick reftitution of the face of things unto glory 

and {plendor was in agitation, the * Prophets cal] | ‘Hag, x. e. 

upon Gods people in fpeciall then to repent. Zach. t, 5, 

Impenitency puts obftru&ions to Gods mercy, 

and to all noble enterprifes. So long as our 

lives are as bad as before, how can we expe& 

that our condition (hould be better?in that cafe 

mercies themfelves become no mercies: as in 

the cafe of Repentance , judgements would be 

no judgements.If we turn from our evill wayes, | 

God hath engaged himfelfby a folemn promife, 

that he will do ws no barm; Jer.25.6. Otherwifeto|. / 

| |bufie our felves in outward Ceremonies of Re- 
pentance, bodily aa and verball praying, is 


| is T 
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indeed but to flatter God, and, ifwe could, to 
deceive him. And God will anfwer fuch men 
not according to tbe prayer of their lips, but-ac- 
cording to the Zdo/ of therr hearts, Ezek.14.4,5- 
fGae. | Secondly, this teacheth us how to prayagainft 
fin. It muít be againft 4/L and in all refpedis, In the 
Hebrew text there.is a kind of unufuall tranfpo- 
fition ofthe words, ny wwn-55. The word AH 
is irt. Methinks it doth intimate an Intentneffe 
ofthe Churchupon that point;to have;if it were 
p all taken away at the very fir(t. If there 
one leak in a fhip, one gap in a wall; one gate 
ina Citie unprovided for ; it is enough to fink 
a fhip, to drown a Countrey, to betray: a Citie. 

One little boy thruft inat a window, can unlock 
the doore for all the reft of the theeves. It was 
but one Jonah that raifed a tempeft;but one.cAf- 
chan that troubleda Camp, and one (in general- 
| y unrepented of, were enough to undo a King- 

ome. Do not fay it isa little one, and my foule 
+ Arift- Riet. | (hall live. Even the + Philofopher telleth us,that 
B ia porli | fometimes duxipare inci are piysa, the fmalleft 

PLE errors prove moft dangerous. How little foever 
itbein its own zatzre, it-becomes hainous by 
thy allowance. Itis as much treafon to coin pence 
as twenty fhilling pieces, becaufe the Royal! au- 
thoritie.is as much violated by the one as the 
other. 

"This then we muft fir(t and principally remem- 
ber,to fet our felves againft all fin. Ta ConfefSion 
none to be diffembled,in: Supp lication none to be 
excepted, in (onverfion none to be referved : ne- 

í : ver 
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ver give it over fo longas any is left. O Lord, yet 
itworks, yet it lives, yet it tempts, yet it pains 
me. Sin hath not done accufing of me, let not 
thy mercy have done forgiving of fin. Sin hath 
not done reżelling in me, let not thy Grace have 
done fzbduing of (in. When men kill Snakes or 
Vipers;fo longas they fee them pant, or offer to 
thruft out a Sings tbe ftrike them ftill. Sin like 
the thief onthe Croffe, when it is faft nail'd and 
kept from its old tyrannie,yet will, as much as it 
can, revile, andfpit out venome upon Chrift. 
O therefore give it not over,break the legs of it, 
crucifie it clean through, till it be quite dead. 
Nonecan pray orturn unto God in truth, or 
hope to bedelivered from Judgements in Mer- 
cy, fo long as he holds fat any known fin. Can 
any man'look'to receive benefit by the bloud of 
Chrift who hugsthe villaine that fhed it? Is it 
not treafon knowingly to harbour and'entertain 
a Traytor ? Whofoever loves and holds faft fin, 
lies unto God inevery prayer that he makes. 
This ferveth to reprove and humble us for 
our ipa and halvings with God in our 
converítons from fin, and confeffions of it, we 
are willing to pray for the pardo» of them all, 
we ibo none hurt us : but when it comes 
toparting,and taking all away, this we'cannot 
away with. Someare fat, delicate, golden finnes, 
we would faine fpare thefe, as * Susi did Agag, 


and hide them as ^ Achaz did his wedge. ¢ Herod| » Jozan | 


| ene ladly in many things, but if he re- 
inhim of his Heredias, he muft expe& to be 
1 Ea him- 
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himfelf reftrained.« 4grsppa willbe almoft a Chri- 
fHian,but altogether may chance bring a chain with 
it, ^ Jehu will down with aal and his Pricfts, 
but he knows not how to part with his.Ca/ves, 
left he venture his Kingdome, Policy is ever en- 
tring Caveats againft Pety. Thus men bucl;and 
ftand upon abatements with Chrift in the Bar- 
gain of Salvation, not eonfidering thatthe pur- 
chafe of heaven , is like the buying of the Sibyls 
prophecie, the longer we ftand off, the dearer 
every day it will coft us ; the more tears, the 
harder repentance,the deeper forrow,the ftron- 
ger cries. Thefe men know not the price ofa 
foule,nor the worth ofa Saviour. 

O if Chrift thould have ferved us fo in dying 
for fin, as many of us do ferve him in turning 
from fin, what a condition had our fouls been in? 
If he had dyed for fome fins,and not for others; | 
ifhe had been unwilling to fave s tothe uttermoft, 
as we are to ferve bim to the uttermoft ; if he 
Mould have ftopt before he came to Con{umma- 
tum ef, and leftany one drop of that bitter Cup 
Iforus to drink after him, would it not have cau- 
ied our belly to fell, and our thigh to rot, and 
made us for ever uncapable of any other mercy 
then oncly a leffe damnation ? 

Well, (beloved,) Chrift expe&eth, that as he 
died for all fin, fo we fhould die to4//: hewillbe 
counted * worthy of all acceptation, before he will 


beftow himfelf: he will not fuffer his Bloud and 

his Mercy to mingle with finjor to bea proteüi. 

e to it: he cannot endure mingling of the holy 
jue D | feed 
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feed with the prophane : fwearing by God, and 
{wearing by Afalcham : Samaritan Services, to be 
for the Lord in one thing,and for the world and 
flefh in another, one ftep ftraight, and another 
crooked; one fpeech Afhdod, and another Ca- 
naan ; to let our converfation be yea and way, a 
mungrill fervice; = In this I will do as you bid 
me, but in that I will nor; like the Jews that 
would buy Chriits bloud with money, but not 
take the money into the treafurie; they were 
fearfull to defile their Chefts , but not to defile 
their Con(ciences : This Chri(t cannot away 
with. It is dangerous to fay with the è Pharifee, 
This Iam not , and that L-am not; or with the 
syoung man, This and that I have donc;and in the 
meane time to have one thing lacking , to have 
ne Bo locked up: ftill to keep Chri(t and 
lyation fronrus : whofoever keeps a covetous 
eart for the world, or a fezuall heart for the 
efb ora proud heart for the Devill, is unworthy 
of Heaven by his own Ele&ion, and would not 
g thither ifthe doore were wide open: he 
would not find there any {uell for thele his lus, 
any Nabal, or Cosbi, or Diotrephes.to converfe 
withall. And furely, he that doth any ? oxe wick- 
edneffe with allowance, in Gods conítru&ion, is 
habitually guiltie of all, Jam. 2. 10. Luks16.10. 
Ezek. 18. 10. 13. 
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Therefore in this cafe as * Samael faid to Jefe, 
Are bere all thy children 2 if any be left he will not 
fit down tillhe come.So we muft conceive in our 
eonfeffions & abrenunciations of fin,that Chrift 
asketh us, Arehere all? if any be referved , T will 
not take poffeffion till that be caft out : there 
muft not an * hoofebe left in v£gypt, if Godbeto 
be ferved. Gods Law, as well as mans, difallows 
Inmates in the fame houfe: he will not endure a 
¢ divided heart : hes beire of all things, there lies 


`| no Writ of partétiowinhis Inheritance, his Title 
fal.x 19 104. 


is fo good that he will never yeeld toa Compofit;- 
on, he will have a// the heart ornone. 

4. We fhould therefore be exhorted (in time 
of trouble .efpecially ) to fet about this great 
work, to fall Dulen on our fins, to complaine 
againftthemto God, as the Achaxs that trouble 
Ifrael, as the corrupters and betrayers of our 
peace, to fet our felves in Gods eye, and not to 
dare to lieunto his holy Spirit, by falfeneffe or 
hypocrifiesas if we could referve any one fin un- 
mortified which he fhould not know of. But be- 
ing in his fight to whom all things are naked and 
open, to deal iz all finceritie, and to hate fin even 
! as he hates it. 

"There are five notable duties whichthefe three 
words;Omnem tolle ixiquitatem, do lead us unto. 

1.Senfe of fin as of an heavie burden,as the Pro- 
phet David cals it;P fal. 58. 5.Such fenfe our Sa- 
viour requires in tree penitents, Come upto me all 
yee that are weary and beavy laden, Mat. 11.38. To 
| Cóceive them heavier then a Milfone, Luk. 17.2. 

en 
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Then theweight ofa fountain, Luk. 25, 30. O 
what apprehenfion had S.Peters converts of fin, 
when they felt the nails wherewith they had cru- 
cified Chrift,fticking taft in their own hearts, & 
piercing their fpirits with torment and horror ? 
48.2.37. Oh what de ionk had the poor 
Taylor of his fins,when he cameas aprifoner before 
his own prifoners, fpringing in with monftrous 
amazement, & cofternation of fpizit; befeeching 
them to tell him,bat be [bould do? 48. 16.23.30. 

Confider it in its Natare:an Univerfall bruife 
and ficknefs,like thofe difeafes whichPhyficians 
fay are Corruptio totius (ubftantie, from bead to 
foot,Ifa.1.5,6-And who doth not feel fuch an U- 
niverfall languor to be an heavie burden? fora 
man that muft needs dséour, to have weights hun 
at his hands ; that muft needs wale , to have clogs 
faftened to his feet, how can he choofe but cry 
out with the Apoftle, O.wretchedman that 1 am, 
who [ball deliver me ? Rom. 7:24. 

Confider it in the Cwrfe that belongs unto it. 
A Roll wrstten within and without with curfes. — | Ezck, cio. 

Look outward, and behold a curfe in the (vea- 
ture, Vanitie, Emptineffe, Vexation, Difappoint- F 
ment ; every creaturearmed withaftimgto re- | | ` 
venge its Makers quarrell. - 

Look inward, &.beholda curfé in the conftience, 
accufing,witneffing,codemning,haling to the tri- 
bunall of vengeance; firft defiling with the slow- 
ances& after terrifying with the remébraxce of fin. 

Look upward,and behold a curfe in theheavens, 
the wrath -of God revealed from thence upon all | Rom.r, 18. 


unrighteoufneffe. Look |. 
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Look downward,and behold a curfe in the earth, 
Death ready to put a period to all the pleafures 
of fin, and like a trap-doore to let down into 
Hell, where nothing of fin will remain, but the 
worme and the fire». Mb 

Look into the scriptureand fee the curfe there 
defcribed:an everlafting banifbment from the glo- 
ry of Gods prefence : an everlafting deftruftion by 
the glory othis power, 2 Thef. 1. 9. The Lord | 
fhewingthe jealoufie of his Fu/tice,the unfearcha- 
blenefs of his feveritée, the unconceivablenefs of 
his (trength, the bottomlefs guilt & malignity of 
fin, in the everlafting deftrutizon of ungodly men, 
and in the everaf i27 *preferving of them to feele 
that deftru&tion:who knoweth the power of thine an- 
ger faith Afofes.Even according tothy feare, fo is thy 
wrath, Itis impoffible for the moft tremblin 
confciences,or the moft jealous fears of a guiltie 
heart, to look beyond the wrath of God, or to 
conceive more of it then indeed it is. As in peace 
of confcience,the mercy of God is revealed unto 
beleevers from faith to faith :fo inanguith of can- 
fciencethe wrath of God is revealed from fear to fear. 

A timorous man can fancy vaft and terrible 
| fears,firefiword;tempelftswracks;furnaces, {cald- 
ing lead, boyling pitch,running bell-metall ; and 
being keptalive inall thefe to feel their torment : 
But thefe come farre fhort of the wrath of God, 
for firft,there are bounds fet tothe hurting power 
of acreatare,the fire can burn,but it cánot drowns | 
| the Serpent can fting,but he cannot teare in pic- 
| ces. 2. The fears of the heart are bounded within 


thofe | 


Digitized by the 


enter for Adventist Research 


L o Ol o9 — a 


upon Hose AH: Ch,14-V.1,2. 


thofe narrow apprebeafions which it felf can frame 
ofthe burts which may be done. But the wrath of 
God proceeds from an Jafinite Juftice, and is exe- 
cated by an omaiporent and anbounded power,com- 
prifing all the terror ofall other Creatures, (as tbe 
Sun doth all other light ) emsnently and exceffively 
init. It burns, and drowns, and tears, and ftings, 
and bruifes, and confurnes, and can make mature feel 
much morethen reafon is able to comprehend, 

Oifwe could lay thefe things fcrioufly toheart 
(and yet thefe are but lowe expreffions, of that 
which cannot be expreffed, and cometh as fhort of 
the truth it felf as the picture of the Sun in a table, 
doth of the greatneffe and brightneffe of it in its 
own Orbe) fhould we nor find it neceffary tocry 
Out, Take away alliniquisie? this fickneffe out of my 
foul, this fword, this nayle,this poyfoned arrow out 
of my heart, this Dagger of Ehud out of my belly, 
this milftone, this Mountain from off my back, 
thefe ftings and terrors, thefe flames and Furies 
out of my Confcience 2 Lord, my wounds ftinke, 
my lips quiver, my knees tremble,my belly rots, T 
am fecble, and broken, and roare, and Janguifhsthy 
wrath lyes hard uponme, and thy waves go over 
my head. 

O if we had but 2 view of (in as it is in its native 
foslneffe, and did feel but a touch of that fury that 
God is ready to powre out upon it, this would 
ftain all the pride of man,and foure all the pleafures 
of fin, and. make a man as fearfull to meddle with 
it, as a guilty woman with the bitter water which 
caufedthe Curfe. Moft true wasthat which Luther 

F {pake 
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fpake in this point. Ifa man could perfe&ly fee 
bis ownevils, the fight thereof would be a perfect 
hell unto him:and this God will bring wicked men 
unto. Reprove them, and fet their fins inorder before 
them, Pfal; 50-21. Make them take a view of their 
own hearts and lives, fuller of fins then the Firma- 
ment of ftars, or a furnace of Sparks. O Confider 
this you that forget me, faith the Lord : Jeff 2 teare you 
in pieces and. there Le noneto deliver you, 
Seb 12, The fecond dutie is Confeffion, for he that cries to 
have fin taken away, acknow 'edgcth that it lies up- 
on him. A full Conf {rion not of many, but of All 
tthe, | Ons either aal) committed y or habitually com- 
in Maa prifed in ourbody of (in. * As he in the Comoe- 
dian faid, that he had invited two guefts to dinner 
| |Philecrates, and. Pbilecrates , a fingle Man, but a 
double Eater : So in examination of our felves we 
fhall every one find fins enough in himfelf to de. 
nominzte him a double and a treble finner. A free 
Conftfion, not as Pharaohs, extorted upon the 
wrack; nor as that of Fudas, {queezed out with an- 
uifh and horror, but ingenuous and penitent, ari- 
ing from the purpofe of a pious heart,that cometh 
/ | like water out of a Spring, with a voluntary free- 
neffe ; nor like water out ofa Stil, which is forced 
with fire. 

Thethird dutie is Wearineffe and deteftat ion of all 
#Phl38.2, |finjfor we call not to havea thing removed till we 
Ezck.16.63. | be meary of it. Thus we are taught inthe * Scripture, 
FRE: 2 |to be afhamed, and confounded ; to loath, and ab- 

1 CoriL31. | hor, to judge and condemne our felves ; to throw 

JHe3o:* | fin away as a deteftablething,chough it bea golden 
en LES a Leo. n E 


Digitized by ffe Center for Adventist Research 


——— = a i 


upon HOSEA Hi Ch.14.V.1,*- 


or filver fin. A Spirituall Judgement looks on all 
finas filthy and ftinking ; fheweth a man to him- 
felf as a veffell fullof Dung, Scum, Excrements, 
and makes him out of quict till he be throughly 
purged. For Hatred is ej 7a' ém, againft the whole 
kind of that which we hate. 

The fourth dutie is an acknowledgement of our 
own Impotencie to remove fin from our felves, We 
have no more power then a flave in chains hath to 
get out of his bondage till another ranfome him, 
then a dead body in a grave, till Chrift raife it. Our 
Iniquitie takes bold on us, and keeps ws down, that we 
cannot hearken or be fubje& to the will of God. 
If fin were not removed by a greater ftrength 
then our own, it would moft certainly fink us into 
Hell. 

The faft dutie isan smploring of Gods mercie 
and grace , that what we cannot do our (elves, he 
would be pleafed to do for us. * In works of Art it 
is hard to build, but cafie to deftroy. But in works 
of fin though Our weaknes is able to Commit them, 
yet none but Gods porer is able to demolifh them. 
* None but Chrif is rong enough to overcome 
the ffrong Man. His Perfon onely hath ftrength 
enough to ¿eare the Curfe of fin: His Sacrifice one- 
ly Merit enough to make expiation for fin» His 
Grace onely vertue enough to remove the pollution 
of fin. Thoughwe thouldtake Nitre and much Sope, 
our fin would be marked fi. but he cometh with 
efintrs Fire and with Fullers Soape, and can wath 
utall. It was his onely bufineffe of coming into 
the world, To deffroy the works of the Devill, 
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Now the things which we pray for in this Peti- 
tionare thefe three. 1. For Remifsion, that God 
would take away the condemnation of fin from us, 
by not imputing the guilt thereof unto us, but 
would caufe it to paffeover on Chrift,on whom he 
hath laid rhe Iniquitie of bis people Such an Expref- 
fion the Holy Ghoft ufeth; avn the Lord hath 
caufed thy finto pa[Je over from thee to Chrift, 2 
Sam. 12.13. Which being obtained all other Judge- 
ments are zp/2 falo removed to, fo far as they im- 
port proper znd vindictive punifhment. 

Secondly, for $.»8ification , That the vertue of 
Chrifts Death,and the grace of his S pirit may fub- 
due the power of fin,and cleanfe and ftrengthen our 
confciences ag:inft the commands of it, and tem: 
pratioas unto 1t. 

Thirdly,for continved Resovation,that as in San- 
ification begun we have power againft all kinds of 
fin, (o by the contiauall fupplies of the holy Spirit, 
we may have further power againft all degrees and 
remainders of fin. That Chrift would parse our 
finuato deith, as our fin did him,and not give over 
mortifying it, till his blood be revenged oft to the 
uttermoft, and our fouls delivered from ic to the t- 
te: mo[t. 

I (bill conclude the firft part of the Petition with 

a fhort word of Exhortation unto this Honorable 
Affembly.2 Thofe things which God worketh in 
us, and beftoweth uponus by his Grace, he alfo re- 
quiretb of us by his Command: Sometimes he pro- 
mifetb to turn us, fometimes he commandeth us to 
tarntohim : Sometimes he biddeth us put away 
finne 
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finne, and fometimes he premifeth to take it away uS 

from us.» Inthe one (hewinz us what is our datie, l oratua | A 

and in the other where is ourAelp. And asthis lat- | 4: Epif. 95: 

ter confideration calleth upon our Faith to pray:So | $ 5 LS 

the former upon our obedience to work. I (hall there- | Ep. pelag, ca7. 

fore (Right Honourable ) humbly offer a double |? ACE 

Exhortation unto all of you. dub caet 

Firft, that every one of you would ferioufly en- | Exod.queft-s5. 

| deavour to take away aZ iniquity from his own per- | foxo videi- 

fon. Andunto this there lieth upon you adoüble| 7 

Oblization; one with relation tothe fafery of your 

own fouls, for whatever other honour,wealth,wife- 

dome, learning, interefta man hath befides, if fin | 4 

havethe predominancy, they are but Satans Afaga- 

zine, and that man bis fervant to imploy them 

againft God that gavé them: and the more mercies 

any man hath been trufted withal,the heavier judges 

ment will be poured out upon the breach of that 

truft : Better be a wooden veffel to hold Wine, then 

a silver veffell to hold Excrements; better bea Beg- 

gar with thetreafure of Godsgrace, then a Prince 

with the load ofa mans own fins. 

Bur there isa further tie upon you, with relation 

unto the fucceffe of that Honourable imployment 

whereunto you are called. [ta nati effts, ut bonama-| 

laqué veftra ad Rempub.p2rtixeant. God will be fan- ine ss 

Gfied in all thofe that draw neer unto him, as well 

in cíutll , as in facred Adminiftrations. It is very 

hard for a perfon in whom finrules, to be conftant- 

ly faithfull to any publique and honorable fervice. 

For Grace onely eftablifherb the heart, Hebr. 13. 9+ > 

Achitophel aman of great wildome fals from Da» 

Fa vi 


aI  — — $$$ 
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c vid: ronah,a man of great valour, fals from Solomon. 
PROT And admit he be faithfull, yet the fin of his e 

in fends out a prohibition to the wifdom of his ead, 

, and the labour of bis hand: he that will be a fit vef- 
fel for his Mafters ufes, mft firlt of all purge him- 
felf.2 Tim. 2.21. As we firk cleanfe a veffell be- 
fore we ule it. When Ze[hua was to negotiate a pub- 
lique Reformation, and to adminifter a publique 
fervice, his filshy garment mut be taken from him, 
and he muĝ be clothed with change of rayment, 
Zach. 3» 45 7. Let every one of you make his pub- 
lique fervice one argument more then he had be- 
fore, for his neceffary reformation,and let the piety 
of your lives bear witneffe to the integrity of your 
honourable undertakings. 

Secondly, As you muft take away fin from your 
felves, fo make it your principall work to take away 
iniquitie ont of the Land, Liberty, Property Pri- 
viledges are facred and pretious things, not to be 
R. Akkain [inthe leaft manner betrayed, yea in fome fenfe we 
pitke Abo, | may look upon them, 2s the Jews upon their -4af 
fora, tanquam legis dw pietatis fepem. As a fence and 
moundunto Religion it felf. Arbitrary government 
would quickly be tampering in facred things, be- 
caufe corruption in the Church is marvelloufly 
fubfervient and advantagious to corruption in the 
State. But the moft Orient Pearl of this King- 
dome is our Religion, andthe bittereft enemies un- 
to that, are our fias. Thefe are the fnuffes that dim 
our Candleftick , and threaten the removall of it; 
€ thefe the ledven that defile our Paffeovers, and urge 

God to p:ffe away and depart from us; thefe the 
| objtrn. 
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ob tru&ions between his facred Mayefty and you, |- 

I between both, and the happineffe of the King- | d. 
dome. Think feriouíly what wayes may be moft 
effc&uall to purge out this leaven outofthe Land. |. - i 
The principall facrificing ife whichkilsand mor- 
tifies fin, is thezezZ of God, and the knowledge of 
it. It would have been a great unbappineffe to the J 
Common-wealth of Learning , if Caligula bad ( as [Inm E 
he endeavoured) deprived the world of the writings deles 
of Homer, Virgiband Livy. But O! what an Ægy- s 
ptian calamity is it, to have in this Sun-fhine of 
the Gofpel,thoufands of perfons and families {as I 
doubt not but upon enquirie it would appear) 
without the writings of the Prophets and Apo- | — 
fles. A Chriftian fouldier without his ford, a 
Chriftian Zuilder. without his rule and fquare, a 
Chriftian calling without the inftruments and bal- 
lances ofthe San@uary belonging to it. © there- 
fore that every Parifh had an indowment fit fora| | 
learned, laborious and worthy Paftor, and Pa. 
fors worthy of fuch endowments, that provi- 
fion were made that every family might have a 
Bible in it, and (if by Law it might poffibly be pro- 
cured) the exercifes of Religion rherewithall , this 
would be the furet Magazine to fecure the happi» 
nele of a Kingdome: that all reproachful titles, | — 
which the devill ufeth as fcarcrowsand whiflers to 
keep back company from prefsing in upon Chrifts 
Kingdome, were by Law profcribed ; Thar fzazda- 
lows fins were by the awfulnefleandfeverity of Dif 
| cipline more blafted and brought to fhame. That 
Lords houfe were more frequented, and his day 
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more fanétified, and his Ordinances more reveren- 
ced, and his Minillers, which teach the good kanow- 
ledge of the Lord, morc encouraged then ever hereto- 
fore. In one word, that all the feverall fountains of 
the Commen-wealth were fetled in a found and 
flourifhing conftirution. That in every place we 
might fee Piety the Elme to every other Vine, the 
fupporter to every other profeffion. Learning ador- 
ned with Piety, and Law adminiftred with Piety, 
and Counfels managed with Piety, and Trade tegu- 
lated with Pietie, and the Plow followed wit P ie- 
ty: That when 2diziffers fight againft fin, with the 
{word of Gods Word , you who are the Nobles 
and Gentry ofthe Land, would fecond them , and 
frown upon it too; a frown of yours may fome- 
times do as much fervice to Chrift, asa Sermon of 
ours. And he cannot but take it very unkindly from 
you,if you will not beftow your coustenance on him, 
who beftowed his blod on you. That you would 
let the (tri&neffe of your lives, and the pictie of 
your examples put wickedneffe out of countenance, 
and make it appear ( as indeed it is ) a bafe and a 
fordid thing. 

Ifwe wouldthus fadly fet our felves againft the 
fins of the Land, no power, no malice, no policies 
fhould ftand between us and Gods Mercies ; Reli- 
gion would flourifh, and peace would fettle, and 
trade would revive, and the hearts of men would 
be re-united, 2nd the Church be as a City com- 
pa&ed, and this Nation would contipueto beas it 
hath been, like the Garden of Eden, a mirrour of 
profperity andhappineffe to other people; and God 

would 
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would prevent w in the fecond part of our Petition, 
with rhe bleffing of gcodzeffe,as foon as ever iniqui- 
ty wereremoved,be would do # gcod; which is the 
fecond thing here directed to pray for, Receive ws 
gracioufly. 

Inthe original it is 33 Mp _Take good, to wit,to 
beftow upon us; fo Taking is fometimes ufed for 
Giving: He received gifts for men,fo in the Pfalm, 
he gave giftsto men, fo inthe Apoftle : and it is 
not improbable, that the Prophet here fecretly 
leadeth usto Chrift the Mediator, who firft recei- 
veth gifts from bis F.ther, and then poureth them 
forth upon his Church, 48. 2. 2 5. 

The meaning then is. Lord when thou haft par- 
doned,weakned,mortified fin, go on with thy mcr- 

* | cy, and being in Chrift gracioufly reconciled unto 
us, give further evidence of thy Fatherly affection, 
by beftowing portions upo.us. They fhall not be 
caft away upon unthank full perfons, we will reader 
the Calves of our lips, they fhall not be beftowed up- 
on thofe thar need them not, or, that know where 
elfeto provide themfelves. It is trve, we have gone 
to the Alfyrian; we havetaken our Jefes inftead of 
our prayers , and gone about to find out good ; we 
have been fo fooli(h as to think that the 7duls 
which have been beholden ro our own hands for 
any fhapethat is in them,could be inftead of hands, 
and of God unto us to help us in our need: bot 
now we know that men of igh degree are but a lie, 
that herfes are but a vazity, that an Ido! is zo:bing, 
and therefore can give nothing. That power be- 
longeth unto thee, none elfe can de it , That mercy 
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Sermon 


| belongeth unto thee, none elfe will do it, therefore 


fince in thee onely the farberleffe find mercy, be thou 
pleafed to do us good. 

We will confiderthe words, firft, ab/olately, as a 
fingle prayer by themfelves- Secondly, relatively, 
in their connexion, and with refpe& tothe fcope of 
the place. 

From the former confideration, we obferve, 
That all tbe good we have is from God ; he oncly muft 
be fought unto it for; we have none in our (elves, I 
know that in me, that is, 12 7y ffe[b dwelleth zo good, 
Sw: 7- 18. we can ncither? think, nor fpeak, nor 

o it. 

Andmiffing it in ow felves it is all in vain to feek 
for it inthings belowe our felves. 

They can provide for our back and belly (and 
yet not that neither without God : the root out of| 
which the fruits of the earth do grow, is above in 
heaven, the Genealogie of Corn, and Wine is re- 
folved into God. Hof. 2. 22.) But if you go to 
your Lands, or Houfes, or Treafuries for phyfick 
fora fick foul, ora guilty confcience , they will all 
return an /gaeramus to that enquiry, falvation doth 
nor grow in the furrows of the field, neither are 
there in the earth to be found any Mines or harvefts 
of Grace or Comfort. 

In God alone is the 2 fovstain of life, he that one- 
ly b is good, he onely c dotb goed ; when we have wea- 
tied our felves wich having recourfe to fecond cau- 
fes here at laft, likethe wandering Dove, we muft 
arrive for reft : Many will fay, who will [hew us any 
good, Do thou lift ap the light of thy cauntezance upon 


"so 
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ss, Pfal. 4. 6. From him alone comes ever 
ike, Fam. 1. 17. whether Temporal, it is Notice 
fus that maketh the creature 2ble to comfort us: 
The woman touched the hem of Chrifts garment, 
bur the vertue went not out of the garment, but out 
of Chrift. Zake 8. 44. or whether Spiritual, fan- 
fied c faculties , (an&ified € habits , zn&ified g moti- 
ons, glorious h relations, in Predeftination, Adopti- 
on, and Chriftian Liberty : excellent igifts, hea- 
venly t comforts, all and! onely from him. And that 
without change and alteration: he doth not dogood 
one while, and evill-another, but goodneffe is his 
proper and native operation;he is rot the Author 
of [in thatentred by the devi: He is nottheauthor 
of death, thatentred by fin, and m esr defiruttion is 
of our felves. And therefore though the a Prophet 
fay, rstbere amy evill in the City, which the Lord bath 
not done? Yet, be doth it not but onely as it is bo- 
mum juftitie, good in order to his glory: For it is juft 
with God, that they whorun from the order of his 
Commands, (hould fall under the order of his Proa 
vidence, and doing willingly what he forbids, 
fhould unwillingly faffer what he threatneth, 

_ In oneword, God isthe Author of All good, by 
his grace working it: the Permitter of all evil, by 
his patience enduring it: the Orderer and difpofer 
of bath, by his mercy rewarding the one, by his 
juftice revenging the other, and by his wifdomedi- 
re&ting both to the endsof his eternall glory. 

"This ferveth to difcover the free and fole nokring 
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: The ferft Sermon 


foever is good inus habitually, as Grace inhering, 
or affually,as Grace working, is from him alone as 
the Author of it. For though it be certain, that 
when we will and do, our felves are agents, yet it is 
ftill under and from hin? Certum eff nos facere cum 
facimus, fed ille facit ut faciamusas the great Cham- 
pion of Grace fpeaketh , by Grace we are that we 
are, we do what we do in Gods fervice: Veffels have 
no wine, bags have no money in them;but what the 
Merchant putteth in: the bowles of the Candle- 
fticks had no oy! but that wbich dropped ftom the 
Olive branches. 

Other pthings which feck no higher perfe&ion 
then is to be found within the compaffe of their 
own nature, may by the guidance and activity of 
the fame zature, attain thereunto: but man afpiring 
toa divine happineffe , can never attain thereunto 
but by a divize flrength : 3impoffible itis for any 
manto ezjiy God without God. 

The truth ofthis point fheweth it in five grada- 
tions. 

1+ By Grace our: minds are enlightened to know 
and beleevehim : for Spiritual things are [piritually 
difcerned. 

2. By Graze our! hearts are inclined to love and 


í obey him, for fpirituall things are fpiritually ap- 


proved: He onely by his Almighty and inefable 
operation, worketh in Us," Ez veras Revelationes c 


| bonas voluntates. 


3+ By Grace our" lives areenabled to work what 
our hearts do love, without which, though we 

fhould wik, yet we cannot perferzs, no more then |, 
the 
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the knife which hath a good edge is able actually 
to cur, till moved by the hand. d 

4« By Grace our good works are carried on unto 
x perfeilion, Adam wanting the Grace of perfeve- 
verance, fell from innocency it felf: ¥ It is not fue 
ficient for us that he prevent and excite us to will, 
that he co-operate and affi us to work: except he 
continually follow and fupply us with a refidue of (pirit 
to perfe& and fizs/hwhat we fet about. All our 
works are begun, continued, and ended in him. 

Laftly, By Grace our perfeverance is crowned: for 
our beft z works could not endure the triall of ju» 
ftice, if God fhould enter into judgement with us; 
Grace enableth us to work, and Grace rewardeth us 
for working, Grace begianeth, and Grace finifh» 
eth both our faith and falvation. The work of holi- 
neffe is nothing but Grace, and the reward of holi- 
neffe is nothing but Grace for Grace, 

Secondly, this reacheth us how to know Good 
from Evill in our felves ; whatwe fook on as good, 
we muft fec how we have derived it from God; the 
more recourfe we have had unto God by prayer, 
and faith, and fludy of his will, in the procurement 
of it; the more good»effe we (hall find in it.A thin 
done may be good in the fut lance of the work, and 
yet evil! in the manzer of doing it ; as the fubfPaxee 
ofa veflell may be fi/ver, but the ufe fordid. Feku 
his zeal was rewardedas an a& of Fuftice, quoad fub- 
flantiam operis, and it was punifhed too as an a& of 
policy, quead modum, for the perverfe end. A thing 
which I fee in the night may fhine, and that fhi- 
ning proceed from nothing but rottenneffe. We 
1 G3 muft 
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muft not meafure our felves by the matter ofthings 
done: for there may be b Malum opus in bona mare- 
ria. Doeg prayes, and Herod hears, and H ypocrites 
falt, and Pharifees preach: but when we would 
know the c gsodneffe of our works, look to the fouz- 
tain , whether they proceed from the Father of 
lights by the fpirit of love, and the grace of Chrift, 
from humble; penitent, filiall, heavenly difpofiti- 
ons ; nothing wall carry the foul unto God,but that 
which cometh from him. Our Communion with 
the Father,and the Son, is the triall and foundation 
of all our goodneffe. 

Thirdly, This fhould exceedingly abafe us in our 
own cyes, and ftain all the pride, and caft down all 
the Plumes of flefh and blood , when we ferioufly 
confider that in us, as now d degenerated from our 
originall, there is no good to be found,our e wize Le. 
come mater, and our Silver droffe,as our Saviour faith 
of the devil! ; when he lies che fpeaks de fwo, of his 
own, fo when we do evill, we work, de aoftro, of our 
own, and fecundum hominem, as the Apeftle {peaks, 
According unto man, 1 Cor. 3.3. Lufts are gour 
own, our very hmembersto that body of fin which 
thei Apoftle calleth the old man with which it js as 
impofsible to do any good, asfor a Toad to {pit 
Cordials. 

Men are apt to glory of their good hearts and 
intentions,onely becaufe they cannot fearch them. 
Ter. 17, 11, And being carnal! themfelves, toenter- 
tain none but earza[] notions of Gods fervice. But if 


own impotency to anfwerfo holy a will;they would 
aS lay. 
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E their hands upon their mouthes, and with 107, 
abhor themfelves, and with 2faiab, bewail the un» | 1042 5.6 
". 27. " EDAM 

cleanneffe of their lips, and with Mofes , fear and | eb 12.20; 
quake, as not being able to endure the things that are | Jolh.24.193 
commanded, and with Zøfhua, acknowledge that they 
cannot ferve God, becaufe be i boly :they would then 
remember that the Law of God is a Law of fire, 
Deut.3 3. 2. and the Tribunall of God, a Tribunal 
of five,Ezek. 1. 27. that the pleading of God with 
finners, are in flames of fire, Ya. 66. 15,16. that the 
trial ofall our works fhall beby fire, 1 Cor. 3. 15. 
that the God before whom we muft appear, is a 
confaming fire, Hebr. 12. 29. Go now and bring |. 4 
thy ftraw and ftubble, thy drowfie and fluggifh de~ 
votions, thy fickle and flattering repentance, thy 
formall and demure fervices unto the fire, to the 
Law to meafurethem to the /udge to cenfure them; 
nay, now carrie them to thine ow confcience, and 
tell me whether that will not pefle the Fathers ver- 
di& upon them, Scrdet in con{pettu Iudicis, quod ful- ` Gye * 
get im con[petiw operariis, That whichis fair inthine| $18, 
eye, id filthy in Gods. | T ated cina ti 

Laftly, this ferveth for Exhortation unto thefe | pO 
particular duties. Firft,unto Patience and meek- | Suc pure 
neff under any evill that God may bring upon us, | vata» meden- 
and that not barely , becaufe he doth us good in pene 
other things, which was 7o/s argument, Shall were- | fam fui excu- 
ceive good from the Lord, and me evil? Job 2. ro, £” & pro 
But further, becaufe the very evils that come upon 45:26 
Us, are oftentimes by him intended for good, as Io- | "tilitatis gra~ 
[eph cold his brethren, Gez. 5 6.2 o. We are not 2n- | 1/4 commn- 
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and reflrainetbus of our will; he denieth us our 
will, that we may have our will: a fick man is many 
times moft faithfully ferved , when he is croffed, 1 
lop my trces, bruife my grapes, grinde my corn, to 
fit it for the ends whereunto it tendeth, Gods ead 
ismercifull when hishead is heavy, as Zobas Roll 
was, b Sweet in the mouth Lut bitter in the uly > fo 
troubles may be bitter to the palate, but profitable 
to the Confcience: like hot fpices that bite the 
tongue, but comfort the ftomack. 
nd as it di&tateth patience in (uffering evill, fo 
in doing our duties, though we c fufter contempt and 
reproaches for ir.lfwe were to receive our rewards 
from men, their frowns might difcourage us : but 
when we have done Gods rf, God himfe!f will be 
our reward, and m:kehis promifes a comfort unto 
us. Mofes and Aaron, though their whole imploy- 
ments were for the good of Ifrael, were yet repayed 
with murmuring and difcontent, and the people 
like children, qu: cilum [munt , fed flentes (to ufe 
the fimilitude of the Ocator in Arifforde ) repined 
atthe food which their prayers obtained for them, 
yet nothing difmayed them fro n their duty.Erzam 
poft naufragium tentantur Maria, The woman of Ca- 
naan prayes on when fhe is denied, and sacob holds 
with his bands when bis thigh is lamed: our firft 
care muft be to be in our way , to be doing our du- 
i tics,and then though (as Solomon fpeaks) we fhonld 
| meet 4 L102 in our way, we muft not be difmayed, for 
| Angelcare ftronger than Lions, and he hath given 
bis Angels charge over us, to Lear us im our wayes,P fal. 
ld 1. 11. Yea, Zbileff ne are with bim , be himfel{ is 
with 
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withws, 2 Chron.1 5.2. fo that the way ofthe Lord 
isthe füreft and fafeft walk that any man can have, 
The way of the Lord és frength to the upright.Prov.| / 
10*29« , 

Secondly, unto Hwmiljty, if thou be a Veffell of 
goldand thy brother but of wood, be not high mind- 
ed, i¢ #%God that maketh thee to differ y the more| +" Cor 4.7. 
bounty God thews, thé more bumility he requires. | e pe: 
Thofeb Mines that are richeft are deepeft, thofe| qui undedifcer- 
Stars that are higheft feem fmalleft, the goodlieft | "** vane 
buildings have the loweft foundations ; the more nik 
God honoureth men, the more they fhould humble | 4e»tam gratia 
themfelves;the more the fruit,the lower the branch | 25 25^ 16: 
onwhich it grows ; pride is ever the companion of) lagi: EE 
emptinelfe: O how full was the Apoftle, yer how | è 2x/aifine 
c lowe was his language of himfelf, /e«f o£ Saints, egi 
laf of Apoftles, chief of finners , no fufficiency to | vene-Secp.23 
think, no abilitierta do, all that he is, he is £y graces dp i 
thus Hwnility teacheth us in our Operations to draw Deis 
fireneth from God, not for our felves; in our graces | CurtL7. 
to fcribe theirgoodue(féto God,and their weakneffe |; Qu. 
to out felves. 1 Tim 1. 15, 

Thi:dly,unto dependance and continual recourfe | à Cox 3.5. 
to God, as the fountain of all good, to keep an TUN 
open and an unob ftruéted paffage between him and 
our foul; fay not, I have light enough inmy houfe,| ^ 
I may now (hut up my windows, for light within | Vide aug. de 
hath cépendance upon immediate fupplies ftom the | ^t & i. arb. 
Sun without, and fo hath grace upon continuall| ^" " 
fupplies from the Suaef Righteou{ne[[e. God teach- 
etheven the Hushandmanto plow and threfh, 7/4.| + 

28,26, In thefe things his direction is to beim- 
! H plored: 


r 
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plored: Meddle not then with great and high af 
fairs, without recourfe unto him: His zame is Coun. 
fellor and his teftémonies ate Counfellors, let them be 
the ruleand fquare of all your debates. It is re- 
corded for the honout of Scipéo,that he went firft to 
the Capito//, and then to the Senate. But you have 
more noble examples. b David is put to flight, he 
flies and prayer: Ezekiah is at a ftand in all his 
Counfels, he fendsto the Prophet and praes : zeho- 

2 Chron2o,6 | fapbar is in great diftreffe , and knows not what in 

N:hen.34. | the world to do; but he prayes: Nehemiah is fore 

afraid, and hath a Petitionto make to the King,but 

firit he makes one to God, and prayes: when ever the 
children are come to the birth, and there is no 
ftrengrh to bring forth,all the world cannot furnifh 
you with fuch another 247dw;fe as prayer ; and te- 
courfe to God; it hath delivered even graves of 
their dead. Therefore let me befeech you,when ever 

you meet with fuch difficultics as put you to a 

ftand, that you know not what to advife orrefolve 

upon, goto your Cloffets, proftrate your felves at 
his Throne, whofe honour it is to be feen i» the 

Mount, begge counfell ofhim in whom are hid al) 

the Treafures of wifdome and knowledge. Let it 

appear that you Teek Ais face to dire& you , and his 
glory as the fipreame end and defigne of alf. your 
confultarions;and then try whether he be nota pre: 
fent help in trouble, and whether he will not mag- 
nifie the w:/domeofhis Counfell in the perplexirie 

of yours. 
Fourthly, unto fidelity, inthe ufe of any good 
which God beftows upon us, for God gives not 
talents 
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talents ro men barely to e#rich men, but to impley 
them 5 therefore as the Veffell hath one paffzge to 
let the Wine into it felf, and another to poure it 
out into the Flagon, fo we fhould not oncly fill 
our felves by dependance upon God , but Mould 
fupply our felves by loveand fervice unto our bre- 
thren. 

Right Honorable, This Nation hath put into 
your hands all that is outwardly deare unto them, 
theirperfons, pofteritics, liberties,e tates ; In thefe 
fad and wofull diftra&ions, they look upon you as 
binders, and healers, and ftanders in the gap» and re. 
payrers of the waft-places,God hath called youunto 
aahigh and a great truft ; aod the fad diflempers of | 
the Church and Stare, the dillreffes and defolsti- 
ons of Ireland, the doubts 2nd fears, the fhiverin"s 
and.convulfions of England, and in thefe two rhe 
inf of All the Proteftant Churches call upon you, 
like the man of Macedonia in Saint Pauls vifion, 
AR. 16, 9. Come andbelp u. Now in this great 
ftrair,whea che children are come to the birth, and 
there is no ftreagth to bring forth ftir up the graces 
of God in you, call together all that is within you 
to call upon his name, improve the uttermoft of 
your interefts in him forthe State of his Church, 
masnage every one of bis gifts to the clofing of 
thofe miferable breaches which threaten ap inun- 
dition of calamitie upon us all; wildom,and learn- 
ing,and pictic, and prudence, are healing things: 
Remember ( and O that God would put into the 
hearts ofthis whole Kingdom, from the Throne to 
the Plow to remember ) the “ie adivided King- 
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dome from the mouth of truth it felf; O that. we 
would all remember thar mifunderftandings, and 
jealoufics;and divifions of heart are an high evi- 
| | dence of Gods difpleafure, and that through the 
wrath of the Loyof Hofts, a Land is darkned, and as it 
were infatuated, when Afanaffe  againft Ephraim, 
and Ephraim agaizfl Mana[Je, and every man eateth 
the fieh of bis own Arme. Wa-7.9-2 t. O let us all re- 
member what it coft Shechem and Abimelech, what 
;| it colt Benjamin, and the other Tribes , even the 
* | loffe of threefcore and five thoufand men: remem- 
ber Priamus and his children will laugh, Babylon 
will clap their hands and wag their head ; no fuch 
time for Shifhak the ZEgyptianto trouble Jerufa- 
lem, as when Ifrael T 2 Chron. 12. 2. Let 
it never be faid of Gods Own people, that they are 
fallen into the curfe of Midianites , and Ammo- 
rites,and Edomites,and Philiftines to help forward 
the deftruétion ofone another. O that Godwould 
give this whole Nation hearts to confider thefe 
things, that he would put a fpirit of peace and ree 
folvedunity into the minds of this whole people, 
to be true to their own happineffe, and by how 
much the greater are the fubtilties of men to divide 
them, to be {o much the more firmly united in 
prayers to God , and in concord between them- 
felves, that they may not expofe their perfons, 
eftates, pofterities, and (which is deareft of all) 
their Religion, to thecraftie and bloodie advanta- 
ges of the enemies of the Proteftant Churches, 
whoin humane view could have no way to over- 
throw them, butby their o» diffentions. 
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Ihave done with rhis point, and fhall conclude 
all with a very few words of the next, which is 
drawn from the fcope and connexion of the prayer 
fuggefted, to the judgement threatned, It is this; 

when temporal judgements are felt or feared, Gods 
people fhould pray for [pirituall mercies; Humane 
forrows cannot overcome where the joy of the 
Lord is our ftrength. Thus the Lord feems to 
have taught his A poftle,he was under {fome preffing 
difcomforr, the meflenger of Satan fent to buffer 
him; he prayes for particular deliverance, and God 
anfwers him zon ad voluntatem fed ad utilitatem, im- 
plying a dire&ion unto all fuch prayers, 44y grace 
is fufficient for thee, z Cor.12.9. Vhen thou feeleft 
a thorn in thy fleth; pray for grace in thy heart, the 
buffets of Satan cannofhurt, where the grace of 
God doth fuffice; fo hedire&eth in time of plague, 
and famine, to pray, and tofeek his face, 2 Chron.7. 
14. to look more after his faveur than our own cafe, 
to be more folicitous for the recovering of his 
Love, then for the removing of his Red. This isa 
true chara&er ofa filiall difpofition. Z» the way of | 
thy judgements , even in that way , wherein wicked 
men fling thee off, and give thee over, and quarrell 
with thee, and repine againft thee, even in the way 
ofthy judgements do e mai: for thee, and the defive 
of our foul is more to thy Name, than to our ownde. 


liverance, //4. 26. 8.true Difciples follow Chrift, J 


more for his Dofrine than bis Joaves, and are wil- 
ling to choofe rather affliction than iniquity. 


-| + The grace and favour of God is fe, Pfal. 30. s. 


ter than life, P(1l.&5. 3 and therefore mu(t needs 
H 
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Bonus gui non 
tribuit quod 
volumus, ut 
tribuat quod 
malimus. Auge 
ep.34. 
ExandiensCar-' 
dinem d.fiderii 
ejussnen curaflil 
quod tunc pete- 
bat ut in me fas 
ceres quod fem 
per petebat. 
Conf.li-s.c.8, 
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Heb.13.19. 
1í2,5033. 


* caleres calo~ 
ribus oncrando 
diprimimus c 
fanguinis fluxié 
defufa infuper 
venula revoca- 
mus. Tertul. 


be the moft foveraigne Antidoteto prefctve,2nd to 
beat up the foul above all other difcomforts,where- 
as if he be angry, no other hels are able ro releeve 
us. Braff and Ironcan fence me againft a Bullet or 
a Sword, but if I wcreto be caft iato a furnace of 
fire, it would help to torment me , if into a pir of | 
water, it would help to fink me : Now our God is 
a confuming fire and his breath a fireame of trimflone, 
Humane plaifterscan never cure the wounds which 
God makes : where be is the Smiter,he muft be the 
Healertoo. Hof. 6. 1. All rhe Candles in a Coun 
trey are not able to make day there, till the Sun 
come: and all tbe contents of the world are not ab'e 
to make comfort to che foul, till the Sux of Rigbte» 
ou(ne[fe arife with healing in his wings. Ina Mine, if 
adamp come, it is in vain'to truft to your lights, 
they will barn blew, and dimme, and at laft vanith, 
you muft make bafte to be drawn upward if you 
will be fafe. When God fharpneth an affli&tion 
with his difpleafure, it is vain to truft to worldly 
fuccours , your delires and affe&ions muft be on 
things above, ifyouwill be relieved. There is nore- 
medie, no refuge from Gods azger, but to Gods 
grace : blood-letting *is a cure of bleeding , and a 
burne a cure ag2inft a burne;and running into God 
is the way to eícape him, as to clofe and get in with 
him that would ftrike you,doth avoid the blow. In 
atempeft at Sea, it is very dangerous to frike to 


thefhore, the fafeft way is to have Sea-roome, and 
to keep in the Marn fill : there is no landing againft 
any tempelt of Gods judgements at any fhore of 
worldly orcarnall policies, but the way isto keep 
: with 
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with him ftill ; if be be withus in the Ship, the 
winds and the Sea will at laft be rebuked. . 
This theníhould ferveto bumble us for our rar- 
nall prayers intimes of judgement, fuch as the hun- 
gry Raven, or the dry and gaping earth makes,when 
we affemble aur (elves for Carm and wine, fox peace 
and fafcty, and be in che mean time careleffe whe- 
ther God receive us gracioufly or no. God much 
complains of it,when he flew Ifrael, the rack made 
him roare, the rod made him flatter, but all was to 
be rid of afflistion: It was the prayer of zarere for 
eafe, not of the Spiret for grace for their heart was 
vot right, Pfal. 78.345357. The like he complains 
ofafter the Capriviry:they fafted and prayed in the 
fifth moneth (wherein the. City and Temple had bin 
burned) and in the feventh meneth ( wherein Gede- 
liab had been flain,andthe remnant carried captive) 
but they did itnot out of fixeerisie toward God, 
but out of policie for themfelves; and this he proves 
by their behaviour after their return. If you had in- 
deed fought me,you monia have vemembred the words 
of the Prophets when Ferufalem was inhabited Lefore, 
and being returned, would now have put them to 
practife. But Jerufalem inhabited after che Capti- 
vitic; is juft like Je ufalem inhabited ¢efore theCa- 
ptivitie; fo thar from hence it appearssthat all their 
weeping and feparating was not for pious, but po* 
litiquereafons, Zach. 7. 5,6. Andthereis nothing 
r heaven morehatefull, or more reproachfull 
unto God; thento make Religion fervesurns,to have 
‘piety lacquey and dance attendancé;and be a drudge, 
| and groom to psivate ends, to make it a cloak on) 
m 10); 
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licy, a varnifh to rotten wood,filver,droffe to a bro- 
ken Potfheard. 

O then, when we weep and feparate our felves, 
let us not think to mock God with empty ceremonies 
of Repentance, let us not affemble our felves, onely 
to flatter away therod from our back, and to get 
peace and fecurity to our own perfons, and then let 
the favour of God, the power of his Grace, the 
comforts of his Spirit be as unregarded as before: 
(as if we fafted and prayed onely for our backs and 
bellies, not for our Confciences or converfations) 
for be we well 2ffured , he who doth not aske the 
things which he ought, (hall not obtain the things 
Te he asks: fuch a prayer begs nothing but a de- 
niall. 

We have now many fafts together , prayed for 
making up our breaches, for repairing our ruines, 
for compofing our diftra&ions , for reducing this 
Kingdom unto an happy conftitution, fora right 
underftanding between rhe King and his great 
Counfell. Theft prayers we have not found yet re- 
turn like Noahs Dove;withan Olive branch, 2 gra- 
cious anfwer unto us again. What's the reafon» 
Where's the obftru&ion ? Is not he a God that 
heareth prayers ? Isit nothisTitle? doth he not 
glory in ite Certainly mercies ftop not at God, but 
at us. we are not [Iraitned in bim, but in our own bow- 
els : Ifthere come but a little light into a room,the 
defe& is not in the Sun, but inthe narrowneffe o; 
the window, if a veffell fil! but flowly, the fault is 
nor any emptineff: in the Fountain, but the fmall- 
neffe ofthe pipe. If mercies ripen flowly, or topar 
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any time in the way, it is not becaufe they are un- 

willing to cometo us, but becaufe we are unfit to 
enjoy them. Our prayers doubtleffe, in many of us, 
bave not been words taken from him , but from our 
own carnal] di&ates. 

We would fain have things well in our Coun- 
trey, but havewe hitherto looked after our confci- 
ences? The diftra&ions without us, have they dri- 
venusto confider the diftempers within, or to de- 
fire thethings above? The unfetledneffe of peace in 
the Kingdome, hath it awakened us to fecure our 
peace with God? Wewould fain have better times, 
but have we yet laboured for better hearts? we 
would fain have a right mderftanding be'ween the 
King and his great Councell, but havewe yer fadly 
fet abour it, to havea more clear and fiveet Com- 
munion between us and our God 2 we long to fee 
more good laws,bur are we ver come tothe care of 
good | ves? Every one cries onr ho mill bem us amy 
good > but how few think on the light of Gods coun- 
tenance? 

* Hence, hence (Beloved ) is the mifcariage ofall 
our Prayers. Ifwewould feet Gods kingdom, we are 
p'omifed other thing: by way of overplus and 4c- 
cefsien, as he that buyerh a Treafury of Jewels bath 
the Cabinet inco the Bargain. But when we place 
jour Kingdom in curwardcomforts,and let our dai- 
ly/yead (hut out all rhe other five Peritions out of 


| rayers ; no wonder if the promifes of this life, 
E^ are annexed unto godlineffe , do not anfiver 
thofe Prayers wherein gedlizeffe is negle&ed. It 
were prepofterous to begin the building 5n a 
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oft, dulce non 
oft, quicquid 
mibivult dare 
‘Dominus wists, 
auferat totum, 
& fe mibi det. 
Aug Enarvat. 
2. Phal, 26. 
Hic qued vinie 
elt, non poteft 
«ffe panty quod 
tibi Lux eftnon 
poteft effe po~ 
tus 3 Dens tuus 
totum tibi crit. 
Mandusabis 
Eumne Efuri- 
as, bibes Eum, 
nt fitiasyillumi- 
naberis ab co mc 
fis Cacus, ful- 
cicris ab co, uc 
d. ficias. Thin 
Pial. 36, 
Si. 21. 
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houfe at the Roof and not at the Foundation. P ery 
isthe foundation of profperitie. If you would have 
your children like plants and like palifhed frones, jour 
Garners full, your Cattell plenteous, no ‘complaining in 
your fireets *. If you would have the King happy,and 
the Church happy, and the State happy, and peace 
and profperitic flourifh again. Let our chief prayer 
be, Lord make us a happy people by being our God. 
Give us thy felf, thy grace, thy favour, give us re- 
newed hearis, and reformed lives ; let nor our fins 
confate; 2nd outcry, and belie our prayers,and pray 
them back again without an Anfwer : And when 
we feck thee and chy Chrift above all,we know that 
with bim thou wilt freely give us all other things. 
The fpirituall good things which we beg, will ei- 
ther remove, or fhelter and defend us from the ont- 
ward evill things which we fuffer. 

Secondly, this ferveth for an inftru&ion unto us 
touching a fan&tified ufe of Gods judgements, or 
threatnings: when we learn obedience (as Chrift did) 
by the things which we fuffer, Hebr. 5.8. when divans 
are vadus chat we are chaftened and taught toge- 
ther, P/al. 9 4. 12. when fufferings do quicken fpi- 
rituall defires;and the more troubles we find in our 
way, the more love we have to our Cossirey : when 
we can fay, all this 3s come upon us, and yet we have not 
forgotten thee, Pfal. 4.4. 17, 18. when we can ferve 
God aswell in plowing and breaking the cleds, as in 
treading out the Corn, Hof. Yo. 11. When withfo- 


nah we can delight in him even in the Whales bel- 
ly, and fuffer not our love of him to be quenched 
with all the waters of the Sea. When we can truly 
fa 
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fay to him ; Lord love me, and then do what thou 
wiltunto me, let me feel thy rod, rather then for- 
feit thine affettion : when we can look through the 
Anger of his chaftifements unto the Beauty of his 
Commands,and to the fweetnefle of his loving coun- 
tenance, as.by a Rain-bowe we fee the beautifull 
Image of the Suns-light in the middeft of a dark 
and waterifh Cloud : when by how much the Fle 
isthe fuller of pais, by fo much prayers ate fuller of | 
irit ; by how much the heavier are our earthly fuf- 
‘ferings, by fo much the frronger ate our heavenly de. 
fires: when God threatneth punifhmerts, and we 
pray for grace,this is a fanctified ufe of Gods judge- 
ments. And this we fhould all be exhorted unto in 
thefe times of diftra&ion, to make it the principal! 
argument ofour Prayers and ftudie of our lives, to 
Obtain fpirituall good things, and the leffe comfort 
we find inthe world to be the more importunate 
for the comforts of God, that by them we may in- 
courage our felves, as David did in his calamity at 
Ziglag, 1 Sam. 30. 6. whenthe City Shechem was 
beaten down to the ground, then the men and wo- 
men fled to the ftrong Tower and fnut that upon 
them, Fude. 9. 51- The name of the Lord is a (Prong 
Toner, the Righteous fiie toit and are (a'e,Prov.18. 
18. . 
Herein we fhall mere hozour God when we fet him 
up in our hearts as our fear and treafureyand. mourne 
more towards him, then for the miferies we feel, 
and fufpire more after him,then all the outward con- 
tentment which we want. 


- Herein we fhall more exercife Repentance, for it 
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is worldly forrow which droopeth under the pain of | 
the fief! but eodly forraw is mofk of all affected with 
the Anger of God. 

Herein we thall more prevail with God, the more 
heavenly the matters of our prayer are, the more 
prevalent they muft needs be with au heavenly Fa- 
ther 5 we have five fpiriruall petitions unto one for 
bread, the more futable our prayers are to Gods will, 
the more eafie acceffe they will have to his eare, 
The Covenant of grace turn: precepts into promifes, 
and the fpicit of grace turns precepts and promifes 
into prayers. It is not Gods wi rhat we fhould live 
withour affli&tiors, but oer fart ification is Gods will, 

1 Thef.q. 3. The more prayers proceed from Jove, 
the more acceptable to the God of leve; now prayer 
againft judgements proceed {rom fear ; but prayer 
for grace and favour proceed from love. 

Laftly , hercby we (hall more benefit our felves, 
Gods grace is much betterthen our oom eafe, it 
gives us meelad[Je to fubmit,It gives us ffrength to 
bear, It gives us wjfedome to benefit by our affliai- 
ons. 

Gods favour is much better then our om cafe, 
andis a recompencefor fufferings beyond all their 
evils. A man would be contented to. be loaded 
with gold, fo he might have it for the bearing, 
though it be heavy, yet it is preticus and Gods fa- 
vour turns affliction into gold. Jf Je gives quietnes, 
nothing can give trouble, Iob 34, 2:9. and if he keep 
back his grace and favour, nothing can give peace; 
neither wealth, nor honours, nor pleafures, nor 


Crowns, nor all the world, with the fulzef'e, or rae 
ther 
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- ther the emptine[[e there of, nor can do us any good 
atall.Any thing which will confift with the raigne 
of luft, with the guilt of fin, with the curfe of the 
Law, with the wrath of God,with horrors of con- 
feience,and with the damnation of Hell istoo bafe 
to be called the good of man. To do judgement, to 
love mercy, dnd walk hambly with God, this is bonum 
hominis, the good of man, Miche 6.8. to fear God, 
to keep his Commandments, chis is totum hominis the 
whole end,and happiaeffe of man, Ecclef.12.13. 

O then get Remiffion and Removall of fin, get 
this bonum hominis, the oyl of grace in your Lamps, 
kthe peace of God in your hearts, the ftreames of 
the Rivers of God in your confciences , and then, 
though the earth be moved, and the: mountains 
fhake, and the waters roare, what ever diftractions, 
what ever defolations happen, Lmpaviduen ferient 
rain: thou (halt find a Chamber in. Gods provi- 
dence; a refuge in his promifes, a Pavilion in the feeret 
of bis prefence to protect and to comfort chee above 1 
them all. 


1s THE 


.' Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 
alc ae ee ae a 


ar D" 


ddPo$OtPRRRHRRMRP i 
THE r 
SECOND SERMON 


Upon HosEAH. Ch, 14. Ver2. 


Ho S.14.2.3. 


——So will we render tbe Calves of our lips. 

3 As[bur [hall not fave us, ye will not ride upon 
borfes, neither willwe fay to the work of our 

bands, ye areour gods, Qyc. i 


2:49 N the whole Context we have before 
obferved two generall parts. Iftaels 
€ prayer, and Ifraels. promife. The Prayer 
$25 we have handled, and do now proceed 
unto the promife, wherein are 2 things 
to be confidered. 1. The Covenant it felf. 2. The 
ground upon which they make it, Gods mercy to the 
fatherleffe. Firft then ofthe Covenant, wherein they 
promile two things, 1. Thank(eiving for Gods 
hearing and Anfwering of their prayers. 2. A fpea 
cial care for Amendment of their lives. 
Weill render thea Calves of our lips] The Apoftle 


pede vigor out of the Septuagint reades it, The a fruit of our lips. 


Heb, 13.15. It is the ufe of the Scripture to de- 

fcribe (pirituall duties by expreffions drawn from 

Ceremonies and ufagesunder the Law, as Repentance 
is 


upon HoSEAH. 


is called mafhing, If2-1.1 6. and prayer iacenfe.P{al. 
141.2. Rev. 5.3. and thet Righteouneffe of Saints, 
fine linen (being an allufion to the garments of the 
Priefts) Rev. 19. 3. and € Chrift an Altar, whereby 
both our perfons, and fervices are fan&ified, and ac- 
cepted. Heb. 13. 10. Rom-12.1- 1 Pet.2. 5. l(a. 56. 
7- Thus here, the fpirituall facrifices of pra;fe are 
called Calves, to thew the ezd of all facrifices which 
were dordained for the ftirring up of fpirituall af- 
fc&ions, and praifes unto God, and alfo to intimate 
the vanitie of Cevemontall without Reall fervices. 
The Beak on the Altar was but a Carzall, but the 
faith ofthe Heart, and the confeffion of the mouth 
was a Reafonatle facrifice. No point more infifted 
en ib the Prophets thenthis. //4.1.15. Mich. 6.6, 
Js 8. AMOS 4.455. 5-2 1. Pfal.so-13.15. 69.30. 
31. &c. They had zdelatroeufly difhonoured God 
with their Calves of Daz and Bethel, and they had 
carnally and fuperftitioufly placed all worfhip and 
holineffe in the Calves of the Altar : but now they ] 
refolveto worthip God neither politiquely, after | 
humane inventions, nor perfunforily, with meere | 
outward ceremonies, but fpirirzally, and from ine 
ward affections. Bor the lips are moved by the 
heart. 

Now Thank(giving is further called the Calves 
or facrifices of the lips,to intimate, that after all 
Gods rich mercies unto us, in pardoning our fins, 
andin multiplying his grace, and fpirituall com- 
forts upon us; we, like Beggars, have nothing to re- 
turn but the bare acknowledgements and praifes of 
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our lips, words for wonders: And thofe words too 


$3 


b Rcv.3.18, 
2144 

Pfal.t 33.9. 
Exod, 28.2. 
Zach. 3. 4, 
Phal. 45.8. 

c Vid Reynolds 
Confirence 
with Hartcap. 
8. D.vif. 4. c 
Aquin. iz Heb, 
13- 10. 
Habemus Al- 
tare- Corpus 
videlicet Chri- 
fi. Hefych. in 
Levit. lita (4 
d Vid. Tertul, 
contr. Judeos, 
cap. $. 6. & de 
ration, Ce 1. 
Aug. de civ «Dei 
li Yo.éa. $. d 
Epif 49. 
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—_———— 
_ The fecond Sermon 
_ | hisown gifts, we cannot render them to him,before 
we have recetued them from bim. Pfal.t16.12513-) 
Matth. 124 34. 1 Chron. 29 .16. 

Afjhur [ball not fave us-|Unto the general! confef- 
fion of fin intimated in thcfe words, Takeaway Al 
Iniquitie, here is added a particular deteftation of 
their fpecíall fins, with a Covenant to forfake them, 
left waxing wanton with pardon and grace, they 
fhould relapfe into them again. The fumme is to 
confffe the vanitie of carzal! confidence, betaking it 
felf to the aid of men,to the ftrength of ho-fersto the 
fuperftition of /dols for fafery and deliverance, All 
which rhey are now at Jaft by their experience, and 
by their Rep-ntance taught to abandon, as things 
which.indees cannot, aod therefore they are refol- 
ved (hall not fsve them. 

By the Affyrian is here intimated AN Humane 
fuccoñr procured by fintull correfpondence , by a 
Synecdoche of the part for the whole. But he is par- 
ticularly mentioned, 1. Becaufe be was the ehiefe 
Monarch of the world, to thew, that rhe greateft 
worldly fuccours are vain, when they aré rel ed up- 
onwithour, oragainft God. 2. Becauferhe Scrip. 
ture takes notice often of it 2s their particular fin, 
the fending unto, relying upon, and paying tribute 
unto bim for aid and affiftance. Hof. 5+ 13. 7. 11. 
12.1, 2 Regets. 19.20. 2 Becaufe inftead of helpe 
ing, he did greatly affli& them. Their flying to him 
was like a birds flying into a fnare;ora fifhes avoid- 
ing the pole wherewith the warer is troubled, by 
fwimming into thenet. 2 Rege15.29. Hof.x 3.4. 
| By Horfes we arcto underítand the military pre- 
parations 
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parations and provifions which they made for 
themfelves, both at home , and from Egypt, 2 
Chron, 1.16. (2.31.1. 

By the work of their Hands are meant their Idols 
which were beholding to their hands for any fhape 
or beauty that was in them. The feme hands which 
formed them, were afterwards lifted up in worfhip 
untothems 7/2.44,10-17- 46.65 7,8. Fer.t0+3 15.| 
6.20. AT. 19. 26. Time was when we faid thefe 
are our gods which brought us up out of Egypt, Exod. 
32.4.1 King.12.28. but now we will zot fay fo any 
more,for how can a man be the maker of his Makes > 

For in thee the fatherleffe findets mercy. This is 
the ground of their peritos for pardon and grace, 
and of their promife of praifes and. Amendment, 
Gods mercy in hearing the prayers, and in ena- 
bling the performances of his people. It isa Meta- 
phor drawn ftom orphans in their minoritie, who 
are x Deffisute of wifdome and abilities to help 
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P 


Orphano trophi 
Junt qui paren- 


themfelves. 2 Expofed to violence and injuries. 3 | tibus atg fut- 
Committed for that rcafon to the care of. Tutors | Mati fitu 


tos mores 


and Guardians to govern and prote& them. The |/;20:21 & 
Church here acknowledgeth her felf an out-caf,de- de velut 
ftitute of ail wifdome and ftrength wichin, of all | 771^ 


terna. Cod.de 


füccour and fupport from without, and therefore | Fpitcop. & f 
betaketh her felf folely unto Gods tuition, whofe | ClericltTir. 


E rcy can and ufeth to help when all other help 
| fails. 

This is the laft Link of that golden Chain of Re- 
|pentance made up of thefe gradations. 1 An hum- 
ble Addreffe unto God. 2 A penitent confeffion of 
fin. 3 An earneft petitionagainft it 4 An impetra- 

ü K tion!) 
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a Vifitabo fuper 
omues populos 
jncircumcifos 
Verfio Chald, 
[LM 
ih miyras we- 
[m 
dupoGusias dv 
y. 

Septuag. 

* Herodot. ] 2. 
Artapanus 
apud Enfebde 


rauone Cir- 
cumcif. Clem. 
Alex. Strom. 
Lr. Pierii Hie- 
roglyph li, 6. 
Perer-in Gen, 
17.1 3. Valle: 
de Sacra phi- 
lofophia, 
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tion of grace and favour, 5 Thankfgiving for fo 
great benefits. 6 A Covenant of new obedience, 
and laftly, a confidence and quiet repofe in God. 

Let us now confider what ufefull obfervations 
the words thus opened will afford unto us. And one 
main point may be colle&ed from the generali 
(cope of the place. We fee after they have petiti- 
oned for pardon and grace, they then re(fipulate and 
undertake to perform duties of thawk{alnefé and 
obedience. 

True penitents in their converfion from fin, and 
humiliations for it, do not onely pray unto God for 
mercy, but do further Cevezazt to expreffe the 
fruits of thofe mercies ina thankfull and obedient 
converfation. When firft weare admitted into the 
familie and houfhold of God,we enter into a Cove- 
nant. Therefore Circumci[ion whereby the children 
of the Jews were firft fealed and feparated for God, 
iscalled His Covenant, Gen.17+x3. becaufe therein 
God did covenant to own them, and they did in the 
figure covenant to mortifieluft, and to ferve him, 
without which they were in his fight but aacireum.| 


. | cifed Rill, 2 I will punifh faith the Lord a thofe that 


are circumcifed in uncircumcifion (fo the original] 
runs, Jer. 9. 2 5.) and the Nations there mentioned 
with Zudab,who are faid to be uncircumcifed, did 
yet * ufe circumcifionas the Learned have obferved, 


but being out of covenant with God it is accounted 
to them as uncircumcifion, and fo was that of the 
Jews too when they did break Covenant with God. 
Rom.2.28, 29. 48.7.51. And as the Gentiles being 
converted are called Zewsand faid tobe Lorn in Sion, 

Gal. 
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Gal, 6. 16. 1 Cor. 12.2. T fal. 87.4, 5. So the Tews 
living impenitently are called* Gentiles, Gatanitess 
Amorites, Hittites, Ethiopians, Sodomites. Ezek. 
16. 3. Hof. 12. 7. Ams 9-7, 1/a4.1.10.1n like man- 
nct Baptifme amongft Chriftians is called by the 
Apoftle srediews deis impsripe , which the Lear 
ned interpret the Aafiver or Covenant of keeping 
a good confaience towards God. 1. Per. 3. 2 t. the 
word figaifieth a Queftion or Interrogation, which 
fome would have to be the confciences making in- 
terpellation for it felfto God; others to be as much 
as Ed the examining of amats felf, like that 
before the Lords Supper, 1 Corinth. 11. 38. Ira- 
ther take itasan Allufion to the manner of 7obzs 
Baptifme, wherein the people firk confeffed,and con- 
fequently renounced finne, and being taken into 
Chrifts fervice , or into that Kingdome of God 
which was at hand,did inquire after the work which 
they weretodo. And we find the fame word in 
pi cap. 3.10. which the Apoftle Peter ufeth, 
imparo driv, The people asked him faying, what {hall 
‘we do? whereby is intimated, An engaging of them- 
felves by a folemne promife and undertaking, to the 
practife of that Repentance unto which feba bapti- 
zed them. * Whence arofe thar grave form of the 
Ancient Churches, wherein Queftions were pro- 
pofed tothe perfon baptized touching his faith, and 


67 


* Cameron. e 
Ecclef pa 34. 
Nec boc novum 
Scripturas fie 
gurate uti 
iranflatione no- 
minum, ex com- 
paratwne cri- 
minum, Èc. 
"Eertul.contr. 
Judzos a9, & 
cont. Marcion, 
c. 8, 


* Aug. lib.de 

fidc & operibus 
€.9. Tercul. ad. 
martyres,cn.2. 
& 3. & de co- 
ron, Milit. cay 
3-8 13.de Hae 


bitu. mulieb, c. 
2.depe&tacul. 


£2.24 & lib de Idololatria. Apol.c,3 8. Interrogatio lezitima & Ecclefiaftica. Firmilian, 
apud Cyprian. ep.75. & ib. ep 70 & 76, Salvian, li.6. cod. dc E pifcop. Audient. 1,34, 
'Seét. x. Vid. Danzumin Aug Enchirid: cap. 42. & Briffon, L. Dominic. de fpe&ac. 
Jofejh.vicecomie de Antiquit- Baptif. li.2.Gacak. of Lors, p.31 9.Efpen.in Tit.digref. 
9 Verbis obligatio contrahitur ex interrogatione & rcfponfu. (f, de obligationibus & 


A&ion,L, 1. Scét.7, & de verborum obligatL.5. Sea. t. 
"wu. K2 Repen- 


Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 


*De paĝo 
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2, & Pererium 
in Gen, 19.16, 
17. 26. Stuck. 
Antiquit. Con. 
viv.li.L, ca,39 
Sal duratara 
amicicia fym- 
bolum. Pierius 
lib. 3x, 
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- Tbe fecond Sermon 
Repentance, Renouncing the world, the flefh , and the 
devill, with a folemne Anfwer and ftipulation obli- 
ging thereunto. Which cuftome feems to have 
been derived from the pra&ice ufed in the Apoftles 
time; wherein profeffroz ot faith, unfained, and fin- 
cere Repentance was made before Baptifme. A&. 2. 
38.8.37. 16.33. 19.4- This is the firft dedicating 
of our felves, and entring into covezant with God, 
which we may call in the Prophets expreffion, the 
fubfcribing, or giving a mans name to God. /fa. 
44*5- 

Now the Covenant between us and God, being 
perpetual, a* Covenant of falt, er. 32. 40+ BCbron. 
13. s. As weare to Zegiz it in our Baptifme, fo we 
are to continue it to our lives end, and upon all fit 
occafions to repeat, and renew it for our further 
quickning and remembrencing unto duties. So did 
David, P(al.119. Yo 6. fo Iacob,Gen.28.20,21,2 2. 
fo Afa and the people in his time, 2 Chron. 15. 12. 
15. fO Hezekiah, 2 Chron.29.10. 30,5. 23+ fo Zofrab, 
2 Chron. 34+ 31.32» fo Ezraand Nehemiah, Ezra Yo. 
3+ Ntbtm.9.58- 

The Reafons enforcing this dutie may be drawn 
from feverall confiderations. 1, From Godin Chrift, 
where two ftrong obligations occurre, namely, the 
confideration of Da dealing with us, and of onr Re- 
lation unto him. For the former, He is pleafed not 
onely to enter into Covenant with us, but to bizde 
bim[elf to the performance of what he promifeth. 
Though what ever he beftow upon us is all matter 
of meere, and moft free grace, wherein he is #o deb- 
tor to usat all, yet he is pleafed to bizde himfelf 
unto 
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unto A&s of Grace. Men love to have all their 
works of favour free, and to referve to themfelves a 
power of alteration or revocation, as themfelves 
fhal! pleafe.But God is pleafed that his gifts (hould 
take upon them in fome fenfe the *condition of} __ j 
Debs, and although he can owe nothing to the Un EE 
Creature (Rom. L1. 35+ 10b 22«3-35-7.8.) yet he is | sine dimittis 
contented to bz a debtor to bis owa promife, and ha- | tian promif- 
vingat firk in mercie made it, his truth is after en- po fori: 
gagedto the performance ofit. CMic.7.20. ‘Aug, Confef, L 
Again, Hs word is eftatlifhed in Heaven with him EAEN Uc 
there is ze variatlenes, nor fhadow of change, his | mdse» renee 
promifes are not. yea and nay , but £z Chrift Amen. | mu debitorem 
2 Cer. 1.20. if he {peak a thing zt hal sor fail. Iofh. Here 
21, 45. He fpake and the world was made, His word mifi ef. non 
alone is a foundation and bottome to the Being of | dimu Deo, 
all his Creatures: And yet , notwithftanding the aiu eni 
immutable certaintie of his promifes, when they | /tdredde quod 
are fir uttered, for our fakes he is pleafed to binde [ne ug. 
himfelf by further ties. Free mercie fecured by a Co- | cum promiffam 
vemint, 2nd a b firm covenant fecured by an Oath, | Dë redditur 
Deut. 7.12, Luk. 1. 72,73. Heb.6.17,18- that we, | 425426 


r r. Fuftiti: 
who like Gedeon, are apt to call for figne upon figne, Fuftitia 


cim Dei c 
and to ftagger and be difheartened, if we have nor hern 
double fecuritie from God we whofe doubting cals | vifum df. 
for promife upon promife, as our Ignorance doth for ! Rone = 
Jupuratfiut reddat quod debet. Debet autem quod policitus cP Et heeef. Tupitta dequa 
Pra fumit Apoftolus prom fio Dei. Bern, de grat. & lib. Arbit Licet Dexs debitum alicui | 
dits moy tamen eft ipfe dibuor, quia ipft ad alia nonordinatsr, fed potius alia ad ip fim, e 
ideo juftitia quandog, dicitur in "Deo Condecentia fue bonitatis. Aquin. part. t, quet, 
art, 1, Nula alia in Deo juftitianifi ad (2 quaf ad alterum), ut fibi ipf dbitum reddat. 
 ficundum condecenciam bonitatis, © Kectitudmem voluntatis fus. Scotus 4.dift4é.qu.t. 
b Quid eft Dei veri veratia, Suratio n fi prom fi confirmata  & infidelium quedam 
inerepatig? Aug. de civ. Det. lib. 16. cap- 32, 
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recept upon precept, may by two immutable things, 
Rien’ impii Hle ir tad to bie, bave firon = 
fülaiion. Now if God, whofe gifts are free, binde 
himfelf to beftow them by his promife + If God, 
whofe promifes ate fure, binde himfelf to perform 
them by hisosth : How much more are we bound 
to tye our felves by covenant unto God,to do thole 
things which are our dusietodo, uato the doing 
whereof we have fuch infirm principles as are a mu- 
table will, and an unftedfaft heart. 

For the latter, our relation unto him, we are His, 
not enely by a propertie founded in his foveraigne 
power and dominion over us , as our Maker, Lord, 
and Saviour. Pfal.100. 3, 1 Cor. 6.19.20. but by a 
propertie growing out of our ow» voluntary con[ent, 
whereby we furrender, and yee/d, and give up our 
felves unto God. Rom. 6.19. 2 Cor. 8, 5. we are not 
onely bi people, but his wing people, by the inter- 
vention of our own confent. Pfal. 110.3. Wegire 
bim our band (as the expreffion is, 2 Cres, 30. 8.) 
which is an allufionto the manner of Covenants 
or engagements, Prov. 6. 1. 17,18. Ezek. 17. 18. 
We offer up our felves asa free ot lation, Rom.1 5 .1 6. 
andare thereupon called a kind of (iff fruits. Lam. 
1,18. Weare Ha, as the wife is her Husbands. Hof. 
2,19. Ezek.16s8. Now fuch an intereft as this ever 
prefuppofeth a contrad#.As in ancient forms of fti» 
pulation there was Asking and Anfiering.S pondes? 
Spondeo. Promittis>? Promitto. Dali? Dabo. Asin 
contra& of Marriage the mutuall confent is asked 
and given, Gez. 24. 58. fo is it here between God 
andthe foul, the covenant is mutual, Gen. 17.2. He 

promifeth 
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promifeth mercie;to be our exceeding great reward, | 
andwe promife obedience, to be his willing people, i 
and “ufually according as is the proportion of; 
firength in our faith to beleeve Gods promifes of mer- 
€) to us, fach is alfo the proportion of cre in our 
obedience to perform eur promifes of duty unto him, 
II. From our félves. And here Covenants are) Sts, 
needful in two refpeéts. 1. In regard of the falfenes, 
and deceitfulnes of our corrupt hearts in all fpiritu. 
all duties. The more cunning a Sophifter is to evade 
an argument, the more clofe and preffing we frame 
it. The more vigilant a prifoner to make an efcape, 
the ftronger guard we keep upon him, Our hearts 
are exceeding apt to be faife with God. One while 
they melt into promifes and Refolutions of obedi- 
ence, as Pharaon, and Ifrael did, Pfl. 78-34. 37. | , vns 
and prefently forget , and harden again. Lets wife fione ulus 
goes out of Sodome for fear of the judgements, but | [avion gue le 
mickly Jooks back again, out of leve to the place, or | svar ules, 
ome other curiofity and diftemper of minde. Saul | extirpatamar- 
relents towards David,and quickly after perfecutes piod eee 
himagaio. 1 Sam, 24. 17-19. This isthe crue pix |^ dd 
Gure of mans Heart, under a (trong convition, or | Bern-Serm, 3. 
in a pang of devoriez, or intimeeicher of fickneffe, | iy Bs 
orfome prefsing 4fffiAiox, on the Ratk, in the für- | ^ 
nace, under the 702, nothing then but vens of better 
obedience ; all which do oftentimes dry fuddenly 
away like a morning den; and wither away like Zo- 
nahs gourd. Therefore both to acknowledge, and 
prevent this miferable perfideoufneffof füch Re- 
volting Hearts; it is véry needfull to inde them 
unto God with renewed Covenants, and (ince, they 
ae 
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ate fo apt with 7ozab to run away and ftart afide, to 
negle& Nineveh and ro flee to Tarfsifh, neceffary 
itisto find them out and to bring them home, and 
28 David did, Pfal. 57.7. to fix and faften them to 
their bufineffe, that they may not run away any 
more. 

2. Inregard ofthe naturall, //zggi/bzeffe which is 
in us unto dutie. We arc apt to faint and be weary 
when we meet with any unexpeéted difficulties in 
Gods fervice, to efteeme the mz/derzes as bad as 
Egypt, to fit down as Hagar did and cry, to think 
thar half way to heaven is farre enough, and Almoft 
a Chriftian, progreffe enough; that baking oz one 
fide will make the cake good enough, that God will 
accept of bankrupt-payment, a noble in the pound, 
rae fees | pare of our hearts and duties for all. We muf 
legi : Dec me Á 5 
divitis: vota | fometimes venture to leap the hedge , for there is 4 
Suattimonies | Lion inthe way. Now to correc this Terpor, this 
oie Acedia, and 99lí« as the Apoftle cals it. x 
Aboth. Theff. s. 14. this pufilanimitie and faint-hearted- 
nefie in Gods fervice, we muft bind them our felves 
with renewed Covenants, and put to the more 
ftrength becaufe of the bluntneffe of the Iron. £c- 
clef. 10.10. A Covenant dothas it were twift the 
cords of the Law, and double the precept upon the 
foul. When it is onely a precept, then God alone 
commands it, but when I have madeit a promife, 
then I command it and bind it uponmy felf. The 
more feeble our bands and knees are, the mote care 
we fhould have to bind and ftrengchen them , that 
we may lift them up fpcedily,& keepthem ftraight. 
Hibr. 12 . 12, 13- and the way hereunto isto come 

to 
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to Davidsrefolu:ion, 7 have purpofed that my mouth 
fhall not ivanfgreffe. Pial. 17. 5. Emptie velleities, 
wifbings, and wouldings will not keep weak facul- | 
ties together. Broken bones muft have trong bands 
to clofe them faft again. A crazic piece of building, | 
muft be cramped with Iron barres to keep it from 
tottering. So if we would indeed Cleave to the 
Lord,we muft bring parpofes of Heart, and ftrong 
refolutions to enable us thereunto, Ai. 11. 23. 
Cleauiag will call for fearing. Deut. 10.20. As it 
fhould be our prayer, fo alfo our purpofe , to have 
hearts waited to fear Gods Name.P{il.8 6.1 t.whence 
the phrafes of preparirg, fixing, confirming, efta- 
blifhing, rooting, grounding, and other like, fo fre- 
quently occurring in the Scripture.2 Chron. 30.19 
1 Chron.2.9. 18. Eph.s. 17. Heb.13.9.Fam.5.8« 
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ciation and fpirituall confederacy in heavenly refo- 
lutions, every mans example may quicken his bro- 
ther, and fo duties be performed with more vigour 
and fervencie, and return with the greater bleffings. 
If fire be in an whole pile of wood, every ftick will 
burn the brighter; the greeneft wood that is will 
take fire in fo generall a flame. Men ufually have 
more courage 1n the body ofan Armie, where con- 
current fhoutings and encouragements do as it 
were infufe mutuall fpirits into one another, then 
when they are alone by themfelves. David rejovced 
in but recounting the companies and armies of Gods 
people when they went up to Jerufalem in their 
folemne feafts. Pfal. 84-7. And therefore mof 
Covenants in Scripture were general, and pulick,' 
i L folemnly 
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folemnly entred into by a great body of people, as 
that of 44, Fofiab,and Nehemiah , the forwardnes 
of every man whetting the face of his neighbour. 
Prov. 27. 17, 
Sdi.7. I V- From the multitudes, ftrength, vigilancie, 
malice, afsiduous attempts of all our fpirituall exea 
mies, which call upon us for the ftronger and more 
united Refolutions. For common adverfaries ufu- 
ally gain mo'e by our faintneffe;and d7uz//ons, then 
ta, | Dy their own fivength.*. Therefore Souldiers ufe to 
a Mize amoae)- 359 
Mer vi exusta. | take an oath of fidelitie towards their Countrey, and 
pir dmorpi- | fervice. And > Hazzibals Father made him take a 
Eaei | folemn oath to maintain perpetual Hoftility with 
P Mao ; ; 
Dionyf. Hui- | Rome. Such an « Oath have all Chrifts Souldiers 
Heb us taken, and do at the Lords Supper, and in folemne 
Badius ioa. humiliariors, virtually renew the fame , never to 
# alexa lev xa- | hold intelligence or correfpondence with any of his 
af dapi. | enemies. 
| Polyb.Lé. ` zi NF ee 
Vid Veger de | _ The firft thing in a Chri tian mans Armor ment 
re Milic lib s. | tioned bythe Apoftle, EpZef.6. 14. isthe d Girdle, 
Perce that which binds on all the other Armour (for fo 
Lis. ff debis | we read of girding oz armor, Iudg. 18.11. 1 King. 
qui garave |20, I 1.) and thar there, is 7zuth, VVhich we may 
Miles Snows | ünderftand cither doftviwaly, for ftedfaftneffe and 
Gothottidtin ftabiliry of judgement in the do&rine of Chrift 
«2. ff. de Ve- 
teranis,Lip%i not.ad li.1 s. Anni! Tacit, pramia nunc alia atque alia emolumenta no- 
remus Sacramentorum. Juvenal. Satyr. 16-Lipf.de Milit Rom,lib.i. Dial.é b Liy, 
Iib.3$. Appian.in Iberico & Libyco. Polyb. li 3. Tertul. Apolog. ca. 8. Florus lib 4. 
c Vid.Tertul, de Coron Milit.ca.tr. d Cingere eft milirare, apud Plaut. omnes qui 
militant e'n&i funt. Servius in li.8.Enead.unde Cingulum marti facrum tefte Homero 
lliad.2. Ec flare difcin&um erat pene militaris genus. Sueton.in Aug,vid, L *«.38, & 
43. ff. de Teftamento militis. Suide Carpo Su eft xaloaniCeSer. & Zum Juras, unde 
dicitar Deus Balteum regum diffolvere, Job ! 2. 7 8.Vid. Stuck, Antiq.conviv.li 2,c39. 
& Pined,in Job 12.18. Tolet, Annot 62. in Luc. 12. 
which 
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which we profeffe , not being carried about with 
every wind of do&rine, but holding faf the form of 
found words, knowing whom we beleeve, and having) 
certainty of the things wherein we have been in- 
ftru&ted, (Eph. 4. 14.2 Tim.1.12,13. Luka. 4+) 
or elfe Aforally and practically, for ftedfzftneffe of 
Heart in the faithfull difcharge of thofe promifes 
which we have made unto God, ( for fo fastbfulnes 
is comparedto a Girdle, Ifa, 11. 5.) whereby we are 
preferved from fhrinking and tergiverfarion, in 
times of triall, and inour fpiritua!l warfare. And 
this fairhfulneffe the more ir is in folemne Covezants 
renewed, the ftronger it mut needs be, and the bet. 
terableto bind all ourother Arms upon us.Chrifts 
Enemies wil cuter into Covenants, Ana combinati» A 
onsagainft him, and his Church, P/al. 2-1, 3. 64.| 32 752^. 
5,6. Bs. 5-8. Alt, 23.12. [er.11.9, And ouraowz preise 
Jufts within us, will many times draw from us oaths] ts 2 8qdicorig- 
and obligations to che fulfilling of them,and make | #7? ary 
them encala Ind juitatis, contrary to the nature of| žarty mg 
an oath. 1 King.19.2. A¢ar.6.23- How much more | xe4tzas,xai 
carefull (hould we be to bind our felves unto God, | *? ? *7^4y- 
P 'yay dTV TW 
that our Refolutions may be the ftronger, and | 5, azuízas, 


more united again(t fo many and confederate Ene- | ézer« iorra- 
mies > youger dura! 

: uera Pima 
Dion deCatilina, li 37. Itz feed Romae fedis obcdientiam obligant Archiep feopi» cem 
pallium accipiunt. Decret. Greg. de eleétion. cai fignifica. & ad Confilii Tridentini do- 
&rinam]e(uitz in voto profelionis.Hofpin.. Hift, Jefuit, fol $7. & Hubaldus quldam 
apud Auguftinum járavic fe nec matri nec fratribus neceffaria fubminiftraturum. C. 
22, quit, cap, Inter cæera, vid Eufeb, Hift Ecclef 16 c8. 


This point ferveth, 1. for a juft reproof of thofe | 4.8. 
whoarefo farre from entring into Covenant with 
God, that indeed they make Covenants with Satan 
1 L2 his 
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* Alser'us effe | 
amy t , 
dibal que Dei 
non funt, Tere 
de Idt lol cap 
18, & de Ha- 
bits mulieb.c.8 
de culta fo- 
min, cap $ 
Nem incaftra 
hoftinm tranfit 
mfè projettis 
ar misy nf defi- 
tutis fionn c 
Sacrament is 
vrincipht fui, 

4 nifi pactus. fi 
mul perire 
Testul.de fpe» 
Qc. cà; 24. 
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his greateft enemy, and do in their converfations 
as it were abufe thofe promifes, and blot out that 
 fabfeription, and teare off that feale of folemne pro- 
feffion whichthey had f» often fer unto the Cove» 
zant of obedience. Such as thofe in the Prophets 
time who were at an agreement with hell and the 
grave. Ifa. 28. 15. Men are apt co think that none 
but witches are incovenant with the devill, becaufe 
fuch are in the Scripture fatd to confult with fami- 
liar fpirits. Deut. 18. 11. But as Samuel faid to Saul, 
Rebellion is as witchcraft. 1 Sam. 15.2 3. Every ftub- 
borne and prefumptuous finner hath fo much of 
witchcraft in hirn,as to hold a kind of fpirituall com- 
pa& with the devill. We read of the Serpent and his 
feed, Gern3.15. ofthe Dragon and his fouldiers, Rew. 
12.7. of fome finners being of * the devil, animated 
by his principles, and actuated by his will and com- 
mands. 1 /b.3.8.2 Tim, 2.26. Sata tempting,and 
inners embracing and admitting the temptation 
upon the inducements fuggefted, hath in it the re- 
femblance of a covenant or Compact. There are ma- 
tual agreements and promifes as between Mafter|. 
and Servant,one requiring work to be done,and the |. 
other expe&ing mages to be payed for the doing of 
it. As in baying & felling one bargains to have a com- 
modity, and the other to havea price valuable for it. 
Thus we read in fome places of the fervice of fin, 
Iob.8.3 4. Rom.6.16. 2 Pet, 2. 19-and in others of| 
the wages belonging unto chat fzruice. Heb, 11.25. 
2 Pet. 2015. Jad. V, 11. andellewhere of the Cove- 
vant, bargain and fale for the mutual! fecuring of 
the fervice, and ofthe wages. 1 Reg.21.25- Wicked 
men 


——À— SO Aaa 


Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 


MEM ee 


p M 


3 «pn Hos BAH. Ch.4V2,-[ 77 


men eff themfelves, chaffer and grant away their 
time, and ftrength, and wit, and abilities ; to be at | star pigerfer- 
the will and difpofcall of Satan, for fuch profits, | ti, first m 
pleafwes, honors, advantages, as are laid in cheir way |27 ree nga 
to allure them and thus do as ‘it were with cords | infat furgeiu- 
bind themfelves unto fin. Prov. 5.22. Ahab bought ioe ei pe 
Naloths vineyard of the devill, and fold himfelf for Saye: XM 
the price in that purchafe. Balaam againft the light 
of his own confcience, and the many difcoveries of 
Gods diflike , never gives over his endeavours of 
eurfing Gods people till he had drawn them into a 
fnare by the Midianitifh women and all tothis end 
that he might at laft overtake the wages of iniquity 
which he ran fo greedily after. Numb. 22. 15» 21. 
Numb. 23. 1, 14. 29. Numb. 31. 16. Mic. 6.5. Rev, 
2.1442 Pet. 2,15. Fefalel binds her fclf by an oath 
unto mutther. 1 K/2.19.3. Iudas makes a bargain 
for his Mafters blood, and at once fels a fou, and a 
Saviour, for {o baf a price as thirtie pieces of fil- 
ver. Matth. 26.15, Profane Efan, makes mercha ite 
dize of his birthright, (whereunto belonged the in 
heritance, or doutle portion the princely power , and 
the office of priefthosd, the bleffing,the excelleneie, | ve ty/imachus 
and rhe government. Ge7.49.3.2 Chroa. 21.3.) all | soie 
whichhe parts with for one morfell of meat. Heb. gr Phen” 
12. 16. being therein a type of all thofe profane |lib de wendå 
wretches, who deride the wayes of godliueffe, and faune 
promifes of falvation, drowning themfelves in fen- B 
faa! delights, and efteeming Heaven and Hell, fal- 
vation and perdition but as the vain notions of me 
lancholie men; having no other God but their bel- 
ly, or their gain. Phil.3.19. 1 Tim.6.5. 
L5 So 
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So much monftrous wickedneffe is there inthe 
hearts of men, that they adde fpurs and whips unto 
an Aorfe which of himfelf rafheth into the battell: 
when the ide of their own lufts, the ftreame and 
current of their own head-ftrong and impetuous af- 
fe&ions do carry them too fwiftly before, they yet 
hoile up faile, and as it were {pread open their 
hearts to the wads of temptation,precipitating,aud 
urging on their warurall lufts by volvatarie engages 
ments; tying themfelves yet fakter to miferie then 
Adam by his fall had tyed them, and making them- 
felves not by sature onely, but by compat£ the chil. 
dren of wrath, One makes beforehand a bargain for 
drunkenneffe , another contrives a meeting for un- 
cleanneffe, a third enters into a combination for 
robbery and cozenage ; a fourth makes an oath of 
revenge and malice, like Ananias and Saphira they 
agree togeiher to tempt the Spirit ofthe Lord. 4d. 
5.9 . Like Sampfons Foxes, joyn together with fire- 
brands to fet the fouls of one another on fire, as if 
they had not ¢it/e enough to Hell, except they bar- 
gain d for it anew, and bound them(elves as it were 
by folemne obligations not to part with it again. 

O that every prefumptuous finner who thus fels 
himfelf to do wickedly would ferioufly confider 
thofe fad encumbrances that go along with this his 
purchace. Thofewho would have eftates to conti- 
nue in fuch or fuch a fucceffioa as themfelves had 
preintended , have fometimes charged cuifes and 
execrations upon thofe who fhould alienate, or go 
about toalterthe propertie and condition of them. 
Thefe many times are caufeleffe curfes and do not 

come: 
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|come : But if any man will needs make dargains 
with $4147, and be baying of the pleafures of fin, he 
muft know thatthere goes 2 curfe from heaven along 
with fuch a purchafe, which will make it at the laft 
but a yaxm, a fwcet Bitter, like Johns Roll 
which was fweetin the mouth but bitter in the bel- 
ly, like Claudius his mufhrome pleafant, but a poi- 
fon, that will blaft all che pleafures of fin, and turn 
all the wages of iniquitie inb Aurum tholofanum,in- 
to fuch gold as ever brought detru&ion to the ow- 
ners of it.It is fuid of Cw: Seis that hz had a goodly 
borfe which had all the perfe&ions that could be na- 
med for flature, feature, colour, ftrength, limmes, 
comelineffe belonging to a horfe, but withall this 
miferie ever went along with him, that whofoever 
became owner of him was fureto die an «happy 
death, This is the miferiethat alwayes accompanies 
the bargainof fin, How pleafant, how profitable, 
how advantageous foever it may fecm to be unto 
flefh and blood, it bath alwaves calamitie in the end, 
itever expires ina miferable death. Honey is very 
{weet, but it turns iato tbe bittereft choler. The val- 
ley of Sodome was one of che moft delightfull pla- 
ces in the world, but is now become a dead and a 
ftanding lake. Let the life ofa wicked man run on 
never fo fluently, it hath a mare mortuum at the dead 
end of ir. O thea, when thou art making a Covenant 
with fin, fay to thy foul as Zoaz faid to his kinfman 
Ruth, 4- 4,5. At what time thou bayeft it thos muft 
haze Ruth the Moabitefe with it, YE thou wilt have 
the pleafarcs, the rewards, the wages of ixiquitie, 
thou muft alfo have the curfe and damnation that is 

entaild 
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a Nemo vene- 
num temperat 
felle & elebo- 
ro, fed conditis 
pulmentis, & 
bene: faporatis y 
& plurimum 
dulcibus id mali 
injicit, Tertul 
de fpeBac.c.27 
Infufum dele- 
abili cibo bo- 
letorum vent- 
num, Tacit 
Annal. li.12. 
b Vid: A Gell, 
lib. 3. ca» ge 
Omnia illic feu 
fortia, fiu bo- 
nefta, feu fono- 
vay fin canora, 
feu fubtilia pros 
inde babe ac ff 
fiilticidia mellis 
de libacunculo 
venenato, met 
tanti gulam fa- 
cias voluptatis 
quanti per icn= 
lum, Tertule 
Ibid. 
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Tertul.de orat, 
cap.to. 


"Duorum plu- 
riumoc m idcm 
placitum con- 
Senfus. V pian. 
L.t,ff. depa- 
Gis unde mu- 
tua ex fide da- 
tà & accepta 
oritur obliga- 
tio, 
Voluntatis 

eft fivcipere 
neceffizatis 
confammare. 
Paul.Leg 17. 
ff Commoditi. 


entaild upon it ; and letthy foul anfwer as he there 
doth, No, p may not do it, I [ball marre and [poil a bet- 
ter Inheritance. 

IL This may ferve for an J#firuflion unto us 
touching the duties of folemne Humiliation and 
Repentance, which !s the {cope of the Prophets di- 
rection inthis placee We muft not think we have 
done cnough when we have made generall Ac- 
knowledgements and confefsions of fin,and begged 
pardon and grace from God ; but we muft withall 
further Zind our felves faft unto God by engage- 
ments of new obedience, as holy men in the Scrip- 
ture have done in their more folemne addreffes un- 
to God. Nekem. 9 . 38. Pfal. 51, 32,131 4,15. for 
without amendment of life prayersare but howl- 
ings and abominations. Hofe, 7.14s Prov. 28. 9. 
Quantum a preceptis tantum ab auribus Dei longe 
fumu. No obedience , no audience. A beaft will 
roare when he is beaten, but men when God pu- 
ni(heth fhould not onely ery, but covenant. 

Unto the performance whereof that we may the 
better apply our felves, let usa little confider the 
nature ofa Religious Covenant. A Covenant isa mu- 
tual flipulation, ora giving and receiving of faith 
between two parties, whereby they do unanimouf: 
ly agree in one inviolable fentence or refolution.Such 
acovenant there is between God and true belec- 
vers, He giving himfelf asa Rewardunto them,and 
they giving themfelves asfervazts unto him. He wil- 
ling and requiring the fervize, and they willing and 
confenting to the Reward; He promifing to be their 
God,and they to be Hg people. Heh.3.10. A norable 
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expreffion of En joynt and mutuall ftipulacion | 


wehave, Deut. 36. 17, 18. Thoe haft avouched the 
Lord this day to be thy God, and to walk in bis wayes, 
nd to keep his (Patutes and his commandments, and his 
judgements andto hearken unto bis voice: and the Lord 
lul achacked thee this day to be bis peculiar people, as 
be hath promifed thee, and that thou Jhouldeft keep all 
his Commandments. Andto make theehigh above all 
Nations which be hath made in praife, and in name, 
and inbonour : and that thou maye(t be an koly people 
unto the Lord thy God ae he hath (pskeg. NN hete we 
have both che mutuall exprefSions of Zatimate Rela- 
tion one to another, and the mutuall engagements 
unto univerfall obedience on the one fide, and unto 
high and pretious benefits on the other, growing 
out ofthat Relation. For becaufe God à mine, Iam 
bound to ferve him : and becaufe 7 am his, He hath 
bound himfelfto provide for mc. Weare not now 
to confider that part of the Covenant which ftand- 
eth in Gods promi(eto be our God (which in gene. 
rall importeth thus much, Gods giving himfelf ix 
Chrift unto us, and together with Chrift, 42 other 
vod things. Benefits relative, in juftification from 
fin, and Adoption unto fons. Benefits Haéstual, 
A new nature by Regeneration, A zew heart and 
life by fantification. A quiet confcience by peace 
and comfort. Benefits Temporal, in the promifes of | 
this life. Benefits eterzall, in the glory ofthe next. 
Thus is Chrift made of God unto us, #i/dom,in our 
vocation, converting us unto faith in him. Rghte- 
oufnelfein our juftification;reconciling us unto his 
Father, Sanéification in our conformitie unto him 
M in 
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ingrace, and Redemption from all evils or enemies 
which might hate us here, and eno All Glory which 
may fill and everlaftingly fati-fie us hereafter, t 
Ctr1.30.) But wearenow to confider of che orker 
part ofthe Covemazt which concerneth our engage- 
meat usto God wherein we promife both our felves, 
aad sur Abilities unto him, to be His people, and to 
do him fervice. 

Sd. 10. The material! caufe of this Cevenant is whatfoe 
aSeripro [VEE be promifed unto God,and that is firftour 
huillishabene |Pe7f2». Secondly ourfervice, Ourperfons. We are 
tine, Ia. 63. 19. Giving our own felves to the 
Lord. 2 Cer. 8-5.*not cfteeming our felves our 


andi &L. 5 
de Regalis en own : but his that Lought s. 1 Cor. 6. 19. and being 
d» Rs po. | Willing that he which bought us, fhould have the 


mini, & quie. | P7perty in us, and the poffelfr;s of us, and the domi- 
quid acquirunt | aro% Over us, and the /£erty to do what he pleafeth 
Done aye, | with us. Being Contented to be loff to our. felves, 

* chat we may be fouzd in him. Phil. 2. 9. Iffin or 
Satan call for ovr rongue, or heart, or hand;or cye, 
to anfwer,rhefe ate zer mine own, Chrift hath ought 
them, the Lord bath fet them apart for himfelf. 
Pfal,4+3. They are veffels for the Majters ufe,2 Tim. 
Seà r. 2.2 1. Lam bur the fteward of my felf, and may not 
Nihil um | difpofe of my Mafters gords without , much leffe | 
mitrie Ta | againft his own will and commands, 


non debent 
faluri dominorum fuam ante ponere, L, 1, Sc&. 28. ff, de Senatufconfulco Silaniano. 
Xerxis fervi exertá tempeftare in mare defiliunt ut. Domini [iui faluti confulant. Hero- 
dot, lib.8. Socrati cum multa multi pro (uss facultatibus offerrents FE{chines pauper Aw 
ditar, nihil inqWt digaum te quod dare tibi paffim invenio, c» boc uno modo pauperem me 
effi fentio. Itaque dano tibi quod num habco, Mélp[um. Hoc munus oto qualecunque t| 
bomi confulas, cogitfgwe alios cam mulum tibi dares, plus fibi veligu.Jc. Sence de Be- 
nef, lib.1, cap. 8, a 
Our 
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Our fervices, which are matters of neceJz 7. Mat- | p sunt yne- 
tets of Expedientie,and matters of praife. Ali which | dm gue etiem 


aay be made the materials of a Covenant. Jer ghatte 
i$ Matter of Datie and necefsitie. As David by eee 
an oath binds himfelf to. keep Gods righteous |? vivorum 
judgements.Pf&l, 1 19. 106. And the people in Ne- vereda 
hemiah's time enter into a carfe and am oath to walk | Deo promiti- 
in Gods Law, and to obferve and do all his com- | 2% zd 
niandments. N'efem.10«2 9+ frringimure 
2 Matter of circumftantiall expediency, which | 4%8 
in Chriftian wifdomemay be conducent unto the 
maine end of a mans life,or may fit him for any fpe- 
cial] condition which God calleth him unto. So} 
the Rechabites promifed their Father Fonadaé, and 
held that promife obligatory inthe fight of God, 
not to drink wine,nor ta build houfes,&c. 1er.3 5:637. 
becaufe by that voluntary hardfhip of life they 
fhould be ché better fitted to bear that caprivity 
which was to come upon them. Or becaufe there- 
by they fhould the better expreffe the condition of 
mangers amongft Gods people, upon whofe out- 
ward comforts they would not {vem too much to 
incroach, that it might appear that they did not in- 
corporate with them for meer fecular but for fpi- 
rituall benefits. It was lawfull for Paul to have rc- 
ceived wages and rewards for his work inthe Go- 
| fel as well of the Churches of Achais,as of Mace- 
lonia, and others, as he proveth, 1 Core 9» 4-14, 
yet he feemeth upon thecafe of expediencie, that he 
mih cat off occafion (vom them thar defired occafion, 
wear the! better promote the Gofpel,to binde 
by «n eat. ( for fo much thofe words, The 
M2 
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Ambr, Aquin. | sath of Chrift is iz me, do import, as the Learned 
Eran Calvin. | have obferved ) never to be burdenfome in that 
eA EA kind unto thofe Churches. 2 Cor. 11* 7-12. Lawfull 
Cor.aLapid. | things, when imexpedient, and gravaminous, may be 
Kimes forbornby the tond ofa Goran A 4 
xufmodi - Matter of thaek(giving and praifes unto God, 
pierres in Which cafe it was Auall to Lu and to 
Tbotofin de vows. whas [ball 1 vender $o the Lord for all bis bene. 
Rr amag |fits towards me? faith David. I mil'take the cup of fal- 
juris, liba. | vation(as the ufe ofthe Jews wasin their feafts and 
Seratiumin li | facrifices of chankfgiving, Lak, a 2.1 7.) mill pay my 
Judie. c, 11., |vems unto the Lord. Whereby it appears that godly 
qu13. Pined. | menwhenthey prayed for mercies, did likewife by 
pus frites | vows and Covenants bind themfelves to return tri- 
cap. 3. Buffon | Zute of praife in fome particular kind or othey,upon 
de formuli - | the hearing of their prayers. Pfal, 116.12, 13, 14- 
Pfal. 132+ 2, 3. fo Jacob did, Gen.28. 32. and fo 
Teptbab,Inde 31.30,31.2nd fo. Hazsa,Y Sap 1.11. 
27,28.and fo Hezekiah, Ifa. 38.20. and fo Iezab, 
cap. 1.9. fo Zacbeus to te(tifie his thankfulneffe unto 
Chrift for his converfion, & ro teftifie his through 
mortification of covetoufaeffe, which had been his 
mafterfin, did not onely out of dety make reftitu- 
tion where he had done wrong , but out of bonnie 
did engage himfelfto give the balfof his goods to 
the poore. Luk.1 9.8. 
The formal caufe ofa Covenant is the plighting 
of our fidelitié, and engaging of our.Truth unto 
Godin that particular which is the matter of our 
Covenant. Which is done two wayes, Either by a 
| imple promife and ftipulation, as that of Zachens, 
or ina more folemne way by the satervention of an 


oath, 
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oath or curfe;or fub{cription,as that of Nehemiah, 
and the people there. 

The efficient caufe is the perfon entring into 
the Covenant. In whom thefe things are to con- 
curre. 

1 Aclear knowledge, and deliberate weighing 
of the matter promifed » becaufe a error, decepti- 
on, or ignorance, are contrary to the formall no- 
tion of that confent which in every Covenant is 
intrinfecall, and ncceffary thereunto. Non videtur 
confentire qui errat. 


2 Abfree and willing concurrence, In omni pafo 
intercedit alio fpont ane, and fo in every promife. 
Not but that athoritie may impofe oaths, and 
thofe as well promiffory, as Affertorie, Genefi2g.3 
1 Kings 2. 42» Ezra 10+ 3.5.a8 Lofiah made a Co- 
venant and caufed the people to ftand unto it. 2 
Chron,3 4.3 1,32. But tia the matter of it;though 
impofed fhould be fuch in the nature ofthe thing, 
as that it may be taken in Tudgement , and Righte. 
oufoeff?, that fo the perfon may not be haniper'd 
in any fuch hefitancie of confcience as will sor 
confift with a pious, fpontaneous , and voluntarie 
concurrence thereunto. 

3 A poner to make the promile, and bind ones 
{elf by it £. For a man may have power to make 
a promife, which is not finally obligatorie , but 
upon fuppo/ition ; Asa woman might for her own 
part vow, and by that vow was bound up as to her 
felf bur this bond was but conditionall y as to effi- 
| cacy and influence upon the effc&, to wit, if her 

husband hear irand held bis peace. Mwm.30.3-14. 
M 3 4A 
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: 4 A power, having made the promife, to per- 

Lass ga | [7M it and this depends upon the nature of the 
eau Jur} thing. Which muttbe firt pofsible, afor Impofsi - 
&Lass.& | Hiliumaulaef obligations Noman can bindhimfelf 
deconditioni- | to things impofsible >. And next Jamfull, in regard 


bus infticutio- 


num, Legs. | Citber of the necefsity , or expediencie, or fome 
:o.de conditi: | other allowableneffe in the thing. For Turpe eft 


Hle e jureimpo(sibile, we can do nothing but that which 
& ro &deob-| wecando rightfully. imf! things are in con- 
ikaw ftre&ionef Law émpofsiéle, and fo can induce no 
b Sue fite | Obligation. € A fervant can make no promife to 


tedint picta- | the difhonour or differvice of his Mafler; nor a 
BE ic childe or Pupill contrary to the will of his Parent 
cmdiam no | Or Guardian’: nor a Chriftian to the difhonour 
fram, & Gt. | orageinftthewillof Chri whom he ferves. In 


generaliter J da 
d xerimyeontra | Very fuch finfull engagement there is intrinfe- 


bonos mores | cally dols, error,deceptio,the heart is blinded by 
T thedeceitfalnefle of luft, Epbef. 4.18.22, Hebr, 
dorum iffPs-| 391 Es 2 Pets 169.2 Cor. 11,5. And thefe things 
pinian- L-14, | are deftru&ive tothe nature of féch an ation as 
I5. ff. de Con- e d fr : 
didon.Infiitut.| Mutt be deliberate and fpontaneous. Promifes of 
Pača que con-| this kind bind to nothing but Repentance. 

tra bonos mores 7 

fiunt nullam'vim habere. indubitati juris eft. L. €. & 30. Cod, de pa&is- Generaliter no- 
vimus turpes [tipulationes nullius effe momcnti. L. 26.4. de verbor. obligat. & de legatis 
& fidei commiflis- Leg: Yz« Set. 3-4- Impia promiffio eft que frclere adimpletur. Jura- 
mentum non efi vinculuminiguitatis. vid. Cauf, 22-qu 4. Preftare fateor poffe rit fidens 
ff fcelere cared interdum feelus eft fides. Senece He demum impofite opere intelliguntur 
que fine turpitudine preflari poffunt, ff, de opcrisfibertorum. L.38. e Filius famia 
Las vel fervus fine patra "Dominroe autoritate voto non obligantur. L. 2, Se. i, flde 
pollicitationibas. 


Si. 12, From thefe confiderations we may learn what 
to judge of the promifes which many men make 
of doing fervice unto Gods 

1 Some 
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1 Some joyn in Covezants as the greateft part =<) 
of that tumultuous: concourfe of people, who 
made an uproareagainft the Apoftle,were gather- | 
ed together, They knew nat wherefore. Ad. 19.32. | 
do not underftand the things they promife, As if | 
à man (houid fet his hand and feale toan Obliga- 
tion, and not know the contents or condition of 
it. Such are all ignorant Chriftians, who have 
often renewed their Covenant of new obedience 
and faith in Chrift, and yet know not what the 
faith of Chrift is, or what is the puritie, fpiritu- 
alneffc, and wideueffz of that Law which they 
havefworn unto. Asthe Apoftle faith of the 
Jews,If they had known they would not bave crucified 
the Lord of glory, we may fay of many of thefe, if 
they knew the pu:iry and holineffe of thofe thin 
which they have vowed to keep,they either would 
not haveentred into Covenant with God at all, 
or would be more confcientious end vigilant in 
their obfervation of it. It is 2 figne of a man de- 
fperately carelcfie, torun daily into debr, and ne- 
ver fo much as remember or confider what he 
owes, Ifthere were no other e//gatioz to tye men 
unto the £ze2led;c of Gods will, this alone were 
füfficient; that they have undertaken to ferve him, 
and therefore by their owa Cavewants are bound 
toknow him. For furely manymen who have 
ptomifed Repentance from dead works , if they 
did indeed confider what that Repentance is, and 
unto what a ftri&and narrow way of walking it 
dothconfine them, would go nigh, if they durft, 
to plead an Error in the Contract, and to profefle 


that 
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Self. 13. 
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Deceitfulnes 
of che Heart. 
cap..20, 


Te fecond Sermon 


that they had not thought their Obligation had 
engaged them unto fo fevere and rigid a fervice, 
and fo repent of their repentance. But in this cafe, 
Ignorance of what a man ought to know, cannot 
void che Covenant which he is bound to make, 
and having made, to keep; but his Covenant doth 
exceedingly aggravate his ignorance. 

2 Some make many faire promifes of obedi- 
ence, but it is oz the Rack, and in the furnace, or 
as Scholers under the Red. O if I might but re- 
cover this fickneffe, or be eafed of this afflstion, I 
would then be anew man, and redeeme my mif- 
fpent time. And yet many of thefe, like Pharaoh 
when they have any refpite;find out wayes to fhift 
and elude their owne promifes, and like melt- 
ed metall taken out of the furnace, return again 
unto their former hardneffe. Soa good Divine 
obferves of the people of this Land in the time of 
the great fweat in King Edwards dayes ( I with 
we could find even fo much in thefe dayes of ca- 
lamitie which we are fallen into) as long as the 
heat of the plague lafted, there.was crying out 

eccavi, Mercie good Lord, mercy, mercy. Then 
Lords, and Ladies, and people of the beft fort, 
cried outto rhe Minifters, for Gods fake tell us 
what (hall we do to avoid the wrath of God. Take 
thefe bags, pay fo much to fuch an one whom I 
deceived, fo much reftore unto another whom in 
bargaining I over-reached, give fo much to the 
poore, fo much to pious ufes, &c. But after the 
fickneffe was over, they were juft the fame men as 
they were before. Thus in time of trouble men are 
apt 
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apt to make many prayers, and Covenants y to Cry 
unto God, Arife and fave us, Fer.. 27. Deliver 
su this time, Iude. YO, 1 5.they inquire early after 
God, and flatter him with their lips, and own him 
as their God, and Rock of falvation, and prefent- 
ly tare sfide like a deceitful bowe. As Au{tiznotes, 
ih it in times of calamitie the very Heathen would 
flock unto the Chriftian Churches to be fafe a- 
mong(t them. And when the Lord fent Lyons 
amonglt the Samaritanes, then they fene to inquire 
after the manner of his worfbip. 2 King.17+ 25126. 
Thus many mens Covenants are founded oncly 
in Terrors of confcience. They throw out their 
fins as a Merchant at Sea his rich commodities 
ina Tempeh, but in a calme with for them again. 
Neither do they throw away the property over 
them, but onely the dangerous pP iom of them. 
This is not a full, chearful!, and volwstary a&ion, 
but onely a languid and inco ftant velleitie. Con 
trary to that largeneffe of heart, and fixed difpo 
ficion which Chrifts own people bring unto his 
fervice, as David and the Nobles of Ifrael ofer» 
ed willingly and with joy unto tbe Lord. x Chron. 
29.17. f 
3 Since a Covenant preppafah a power in 
him that maketh ir, both over bis own will, and 
Over the matter, thing or A&tion which be promi- 
feth, fu far as to be enabled to make the promife: 
And (ince we of our felves have neither »;Z nor 
deed, no fafficiencie either to think or to perform: 
Rom. 7. 18.2 Cor. 365. Phil. 3. 12. We hence 
learne in all the Covenants which we make, not to 
N lo 
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The Second Sermon 
zs ise 
do itin any confidence of our own ftrength , or 
upon any felf-dependance on our own hearts, 
which are falfe and deceirfull ; and may aftera 
confident undertaking ufe us as Peters uled him: 
But fill to have our eyes on the aid and be/p of 
Gods grate, to ufe our Covenants as means the 
better to ftir up Gods graces in us, and our pray- 
ers unto him for further fupp'ies of ite As Da 
vid, will keep rhy ftaratesy bee then, do sor thou 
forfake me. Pfal. 119.8. Out promifes of duty 
muft ever be fopported by Gods promifes of 
grace when we have undertaken to ferve bim, we 
muft remember to pray as Hezekiah did, Lord 7 
am weak, de show undertake for ene. Iía.; 8.14. Our 
good works cannot come out of ws, till God do 
firft of all work themin se. Ifa. 3 6. 12. Hemuft 
perform his promifes of grace to us, before we 
can ours of fervice unto him. Nothisg of ours 
can go to heaven, except we firft received it from 
heaven. Weare able to de nothing but in and Dy 
Chrift whieh ferengthenerb ui Pob.15.5 Phil.g.13. 
So that every rel igious Covenant which we make 
hath indeed a diable obligation in it; An obliga 
tion to the duty promifed,that we may ftir up our 
felves to performe it: and an obligation unto 
prayer, arid recourfe to God that he would furnifh 
us with grace to performe it: As he that hath 
bound himfelf to*pay a dcbrand hath no money 
of his own to do it, is conftrained to betake hini- 
felf unco fupplications that he may procure the 
money offomeother friend; = ^ 
Laftly, the final caufe of a Covenant is té m- | 


duce | 


RAH 


| | ducean Obligation, wherc:was none before, or elíe 

ro.dowble and ftrengthen it where one was before, | Svidtes con- 

|to\be Hinculem confervande fidei, a bond to pre- eae is 

|| ferve ruth and fidelity. Being fabje& unto many |«« que inter 

temptations, and having backfliding and revolt" [777/77 uri. 

ing rim m if tbey be not kept up to fervice, to |an. L.1 € de 
p 


draw back | paétis. 


+ Ch.1g¥.2,3-) gi 


— 


oir, therefore we ule ont felvesas | paĝis 
men do cowardly Souldiers, fetthem there where 2,5, s 
they muft fight, and (hall not be able to run away, | quo necefirate 
or fall off from fervice, re at 
vende rei: Irdti lib. 3. T. 14» Vid. Geegocium. Tholef, de Repub lib. 8 cap 8. 


ILI. This fhould ferve to Humble us upona | 5.15. 
twofold confideration. 

t For the falfenef? and unftedfaftneffe of our 
|| Hearts which want fuch Covenants to binde them, 
and asit were faften them to the Altar with cords: 
asmen put /;cés and. fetters. upon wilde horfes, 
whom otherwife no inclofure would (hut in. Our | | 
Hearts (as Iacob faid of Reuben, Gen. 49» 4.) are | > 7220 26 
|| apflable as waters b. Moit Bodies (as water is) | rin te, 

non continentur fuse terminis, do not fer bounds | ner cote, 

to themfelves, as folid and compa&ed bodies | !ibžcap. 2. | 
do, but fhed all abroad, if left to themfelves; | 2 ml 
the way to keepe them united and together is | ewm, vo- 
to put them into a clofe veffell : fo the heart of | prva iam i 
man can fet it felf no bounds, but fals all afunder, | partem Pexilem 


dicuntur 
Bio Gin in y piri) Pajk torla; Chigl Rom 3.14. O Suida, Tog dic tur à iungi- 
Fe mde hèras- E yes aumum qui uunc Inxurid & laferoid a ffuityreiundem. 
Terent Heuton. Meffal/ ga facilitate Adulzerorumin, Lfaflid um verfa ad incognitas li 
bidines profluebat. Tacit Annal.{itt, Eruptiones lafciviarum. Tertul, Apol. cap, 3 
The Sérltüre calleth it weakoes of Heart. Ezek. 16. 30. and fo the Phy lofopher, 


| finans riui arenga ages Ee IT 
y 2 


and 


*5 yir dpyp- 


kor inv ay 


uir ling dus, 
&c. Homil.!3. 
ad popul. An- 
toch, 


d Spumeus, & 
fervens & ab 
obice fevior 
ibit. Ovid. Se- 
nec.nat quaft. 
1i.6.ca.17, 
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a |. 


| and out of frame ya riy. asthe Apoftles ex- 


preffion is, 1 Pet. 4. 4. tnffar Aque dif fluentis, 
Hebr. 2,1. if it be not faftned and bound together 
by fuch flrong Refolutions. Sometimes men ei- 
ther by the power of the ward,or by the fharpneffe 
of fome 4/ftifion, are quickned and enflamed unto 
pious purpofes, like grees wood which blazeth 
while the bellows are blowing; and now the 
think they have their hearts fure, and fhall conti- 
nue them in agood frame, tomorrow fhall be as 
this day.But prefently like an /a/trwment in change 
of weather, they are out of tune again, and like the 
Chameleon prefently change colour, and as 
* Chryfoftome faith ,the Preacher, of all workmen, 
feldome finds his work as he left ir. Nothing but 
the grace of God doth ballance and eftablifh the 
beart , and holy Covenants are an ordinance or 
means which he hath p'eafed to fanétifie unto this 
purpofe,that by them as Inftruments Grace as the 
principal] caufe might keep the Heart ftedfaft in 
duty. Ifthen 7faiab bewail the wncleannelfe of bis 
Lips, and /eb fufpe& the uncleanneffe arid wander- 
ing of his Eyes, what reafon have we to be hum- 
bled for this unftedfaftnefle of our Hearts, from 
whence the diffluence and loofeneffe of everie o- 
ther faculty proceeds? 

2 Ifwemuft bewail the falfenes of our Hearts 
that ftand in see of Covenants, how much more 
fhould we bewail their perfidsoufaes in the viols- 
tioz of Covenants? That they take occafion, even 
by Reftraint, like a a River that is topped in his 
courfe, to grow more unruly. Or as a man after 

an 
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an Ague, which took away his ftomack, to return 
with ronger appetite unto finagain. To crucifie 
our fins, and in repentance to put themes it were, 
to fhame, and then to take them down from the 
Croff: again, and fetch them to lifes and repent of 
Repentance. Yo vow, and after vows to make ingur- 
xit, Prov. 10. 25. This isa very ill requitall unto 
Chrift. He came from glory to fuffer for us, and 
here met with many difcouragements, not onely 
from enemies, but from fitends and Difciples./z- 
das betrayes him, Peter denies him, his Difciples 
fleep, hiskinsfolks fand afarre off; yet he doth 
not look back from a Creffeto a Crown,& though 
he be tempted to come dowa from the Croffe,vet he 
ftayes it out, that he might leve, and fave ws to the 
utterzoff : but we no fooner out of ZEgypt and 
Sodome, but we have hankering affections to re- 
turn, at the leaft to look backwards again. Engage 
our felves to be ruled by the Word of the Lord 
(as rhe Jews did.. Zer. 42. 5, 6. and with them, 
Ier. 43. 2- When we know his Word cavill a- 
ainft ir, and fhrink away from our own refolu- 
tions. O how fhould this Humble us, and make 
us vile in our own eyes ? God is exceeding angry 
with the breach of bur Humane Covenants Ier. 3 qa 
18. Ezek. 17. 138. How much more with the 
breachof Holy Covenants between himfelf and us, 
and threatneth feverely to revenge the quarrel! of 
his Covenant. Levit. 2 6.2 5. and fo doubtleffe he 
now doth, and will do fill, except we take a pe- 
nitent Revenge upon our felves for ir. And there- 


|| fore, ' 
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Lafily, having centred into Covenant we fhould 
ufe double diligence in our performance of it. 
Quickning and ftirring up our elves thereunto. 

1 By the confideration of the fubility of his 
Covenant w ith us, even the fare mercies of David. 
Mae §4+859+55+3+ Tobreak faith with a falfe 
perfonwere a fault, but to deceive him that never 
fails nor forfakes us, increafeth both the esl; and 
the unkiadpe[fe. 

12 By confideration of his continued and vezem- 
edmercies. If hewere awildernelfe unto us, there 
might be fome colour to repent us of our bargain, 
and to look out fora better fetvice. But it is not 
oncly wmbackfulveffe, but follie to make a forfei- 
türe of merciesand to put God by our breach of 
Covenarit with him, to break his with us too. Zer, 
255467. 31. Nimb. 14434* 107.28. 

3 Byconfideration of our Baprifme and the 
tenor thereof, wherein we folemnly promife to 
keep a. good confcience, and to. o! feruc All things 
whatfeever Chriftcommandeth wi. X Pet.5. 2 Y, Mat. 
28. 19,20. From which engagement we cannot 
recede without the nore and infamie of greater 
perfidioufneffe*. Totake Chrifts pay, and do fin 
fervice,to be 2 fabje& unto Michael , and a pen. 
fioner unto the Dragon, to weare the Liverie of 
one Mafter and do tbe werk of another , to be an 
yfraelite in title, and a Samaistan intruth , thisis 
either to forget or to deride our Baptifine: 2 Pet, 
1,9. for thetein we did as it were fubferibe our 


—— 


. | names, and Zif our felves inthe | Regsffer of Sion; 


and as it is an high honour to be enro!ed in the 
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genealogies of the Church , fo is a great difhonour 
to be expunged from thence, and to be written 22 
the Earth, and have our names with our bodies 
putrific into perpetuall oblivion. Zerem. 17.13. 
Nehem.7.9 4565+ f i 

4 Confider the feel and wrtnelfes whereby: this) | Bernard. term, 
Covenant hath been confirmed. Sealed in our | 3-4¢ Evange- 
own confciences by the feale of faith, beleeving the | o meem pa- 
Holineffé of Gods xayes, and the excellencie of bis | 
Rewards, for be that belecverh hath fer tà bis feale, 
Job. 3. 33. mutually artefted by our (pir its, feeling 
the te neffe of duties and by * Gods Spirit, revea» : Vid? Bern, 
ling the certainty of Reward. Rom. 8. 16. and this | nuncia. Mas. 
in the prefence of Angels and Saints, into whofe | ric. & ferm z. 
communion we are admitted, 1 Corsath,11. 10, | de Tribus refi 
Hebr.12. 32. fothatwe cannot depart from this | tin die Pens 
Covenant, without fhaming our felvesto. God, ro | teceft. ferm z, 
Angels, to men, andto our own confciences. Yea || tin tana. fer, 
the Font where we were biptized,and the Table || s.in dedicat. 
where we have ficramentally eaten and drank the || Eccl ferm. d 
body and blood of Chri(t, and the very feat; where | 23tuormests 
we have fate attending unto his voice, like Zofbua| | 23.8 85.in | 
his tone, c4p.2 44-22-37. will be witneffes again ft} Pod 

A » |f tur. & dignit, 
us ifwe deny our Covenant, though there be no! | divini amoris. 
need of witzeffes againft thofe who have to do| | ¢4#.vid.eriam 
with the fearcher of hearts, and the Judge of con-| aed 
fciences, that confuming fire whom no lead, no| | pro S 
droffesno reprobate-filvers-nofalfe metall,canen- | ero adverfo 
dure or deceive, no Ananias or Saphira lie unto| zoe 
withe ut their own undoing. | | apud Sint. tet 

Laftly, ler us confi fer the eftate which thefe|! 2f Ban 
Covenants do referre unto, and our Tewure w here- || nor 210 
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unto thefe fervices are annexed, which is eternall 
life. After we have had patience to keep our (hort 
promifes of doing Gods will, he will performe 
his eternall promiles, of giving himfelf unto us, 
And who would forfeit an inheritance for not 
payment of a (mall homage or quitrent referyed 

upon it ? If we expe& eternal! life from him, 
there is great reafon we fhould dedicate 
amortall lifeunto him. Letusnot 
pay our fervice in dreffe, when 
we expec our wages 
4 in gold, 
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HosrAH 14. VER. 2.3. 


2, So will we render the calves of our lips. 

3« Afhur fhall not fave us, we will not ride 
upon Hor[es, neither will we [ay any more 
to the work of our hands ye are our Gods ; 

in thee the fatherl Cy. 
for im thee the fatherleffe findeth mercy ear: 

1 aVil Gu. Stuck. 

Aving handled the generall do- | 4; nsa. 

étrine of our entring into Cove- | arde 

nant with God, I (hall now pro- | eoe ceri 
ceed unto the particulars which | cit. 13. quamvis 
they here engage themfelves un- | omes $ 

E to, whereof the firftis a folemne coriel.d Lait 

Thank(giving, Wewil render the calves of our lips. # Srp AU 

? All the factifices of the Jewes were oftwo forts. sanaaa 

Some were IMa/icall , propitiatory , or cxpiatory, Pmdzintohis 

for pardon of fin,or impetration of favour : others Mi 

! E a were aun hl 
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b David omnes 
fere Plalmos 
in quibus Dei 
auxilium im. 
plorat, gratia- 
rum aétionc 
claudit. Muir 
x P[il.10.16. 


were Encharifticall facrifices of praife(as the peace 
offerings, Levit.7.12.) for mercies obtained, P/al. 
107.22. With relation unto thefe,theChurch here, 
| having praied for forgiveneffe of fin, and for the 
| obtaining of bleffings, do thereupon, forthe far- 
ther enforcement of thofe petitions, promife to of- 
fer the peace-offerings of praife, not in the naked 
| and empty ceremony , but withthe fpirituall life and 
fubftance viz.the Calves of their lips which are mo- 
ved by the inward principles of hearty fincerity 
and thenk(giving. 

From hence we learn,that found converfion and 
repentance enlargeth the heart in thankfulneffe to- 
wards God, and difpofeth it to offer up the facrifice 
of praife. And this duty here promifed , cometh in 
this place under feverall confiderations , for we 
may confider it, 

I. Ut materiam pačti as the matter of a Covenant 
or compaét,which we promife to render unto God 
in acknowledgement ofhis great mercy in anfwer- 
ing the prayers which we put up unto him for par- 
don sd grace. Itis obfervable that moft of thofe 
Pfalmes whereinbDavid imploreth helpe from 
God, are clofed with thankfgiving unto him, as 
P [41,7.17.13.6.56.12.13.57.7.10,&c. David thus 
by an holy craft infinuating into Gods favour, and 
driving a trade between earth & heaven,receiving 
and returning, importingone commodity, and tranf- 
porting an other, letting God know that his mer- 
cies fhall not be loft, that as he beftows the com- 
forts ofthem upon him, fo he would returne the 
praifes of them unto heaven again. « Thofe Coun- 
, tries 
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Countries that have rich &ftaple-commodities to 
exchange and return unto others, have ufually the 
freeft and fulleft trafick and refort of trade made 
untothem. Now there is no fuch rick return from 
earth to heaven as praifes, This isindeed the one- 
ly cribute wecan pay unto God , to value , andto 
celebrate his goodneffe towards us. As in the fluxe 
and refluxe of the Sea, the water that in the one 
comes from the fea unto the fhore , doth in theo- 
ther but run back into it elf again: fo praifesdare 
as it werethe returne of mercies into them[elves , or 
into that bofom and fountain of Gods love from 
whencethey flowed. And therefore the richer any 
heart is in praifes,the more {peedy and copious are 
the returnes of mercy unto it. God hath fo ordered 
the creatures amongft themfelves , that there isa 
kinde of naturall confederacy,and mwtuall negotia- 
tion amongft them , cachone receiving and retur- 
ning, deriving unto others,and drawingfrom others 
what ferves moft for the confervation of them all, 
and every thing by various interchanges and vicif- 
fides flowing back into the originals from 
whence it came'thereby teaching the fouls of men 
to maintain the like fpirituall commerce and confe- 
deracie with heaven, to haveall the paffages be- 
tween them and it open and unobftru&ed , that the 
mercies which they receive from thence, may not 
be kept under, and imprifoned in unthankfulneffe, 
but may have a free way in daily praifes to returne 
to their fountain again, Thus Noah afier his deli- 
verance from the flood, built an A/tar, on which to 
facrifice the factifices of thankfgiving , that as his 
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¢Cives hibent 
ropinqu ira 
Factaobatitee 
provinciam quo: 

facile excur- 
ranzubi liben- 
ter ngotium 
gerant: quos il- 
li mercibus 
fuppeditandis 
cum quefta 
comp :ndiogue 
dirnittit, &c. 
Cicer: Ver. 3. 
Huiufinodi no- 
bile Emporium 
erat Tyros 
Pheniciz utbs. 
Eee 4 
de qua rcgione 
Lucanus, primi 
docuere crinis 
ferre cavis or- 
bis commercia, 
rum 
celic decurfis, 
ubi recurs 
a fuir. Boru 
rm. 1. iu cap. 
deii ap. 


iunii. 
Ad locum und? 
exeuntgratiæ [d 
revertantur, 
Idem fcr. 3. in 
vigil.naavir, 
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family by the Ark was preferved from perifhing, 
fo the memory of fo great a mercy might in like 
manner by the Altar be preferved too Gen, 8. 20. 
So Abrabamafter a weary journey being comfor- 
ted with Gods gracious appearing and manifefta- 
tion of himfelf unto him,built an Altar , and called 
on the Name of the Lord, Gen.12.7.and after another 
journey out of Egypt, was not forgetfull to returne 
untothat place againe, Gen. 13. 4. Gods prelence 
drawing forth his praifes,as the returne ofthe Sun 
ina {pring and fummer,caufeth the earth to thruft 
forth her fruits and flowers , that they may asit 
were meet, and do homage to the fountain of their 
beauty. If Hezekiab may be delivered from death, 
J/a.38.20. If David from guilt, Pfal.51.14. they 
promife to fing aloud of fo great mercy , and to 
take others into the confort, 7 will teach tran[ere[- 
fours thy way, and we will fing unto the firinged in- 
firuments. Guile ftops the mouth, and makes it 
[peechleffe,Matth.22.12. that it cannot anfwer for 
one ofa thoufand fins , nor acknowledge one of a 
thoufand mercies. When F-acob begged Gods ble 
fing on him in his journey,he vowed a vow of obe- 
dience and thankfulneffe to the Lord, feconding 
Godspromifes of mercy, with his promifes of praife, 
and anfwering all the parts thereof, 7f God wil! be 
with me,and keep me , 1 willbe His , and He [hall be 
mine, If he fingle out me and my feed, to fer us up 
as marks for his Angelsto defcend unto with pro- 
2 . te&ion and mercy,and will indeed give this Land 
^ to sand returne me sito my fathers honfe then this 

ftonewhichl have fe: up fora pillatand monument, 


\ fhall 
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fhall be.Gods Houfe , for me and my feed to praife | 
him in;and accordingly we finde he built an Altar | 
there nnd changed the name of that place, calling 
itthe Houfe of God,and God, the God of Bethel. And 
laftiy,if God indeed will not leave nor forfake me, 
but will give fo richa land asthis unto me, I will 
fürcly recurne a homage back,and of his own, 7 will 
give the tenth unto him azaine. So pun&uall is this 
holy man to reftipulate for each di/tinc# promife a , 
diftinét práifc yand to takethe quality of his vews 
from the quality of Gods mercies,Gen.28.v.20.22. 
compared with v.12.15.Ge».35.6.7.14.15. Laft- 
ly, Fonah out of the belly of Hell cries unto God, 
and voweth 4 vow unto him, that he would facrifice 
with the voice of thankfgiving , and tell all ages, | 
that falvation is ofthe Lord, Fonah 2.9. Thus we | 
may confider praifes as the matter ofthe Churches | 
Covenant. 
II. Us fructum penitentie , as a fruit of true re- | sed. 3. 
pentance , and deliverance from fin. When fin is 
taken away, when grace is obtained, then indeed is 
amanina right difpofition to give praifes unto 
God. When weare brought out of a wilderneffe 
into Canaan, Deut. 8.10. out of Babyloz unto Sion, 
Fer.30.18.19. then faith the Prophet , Out of them 
hall proceed thank{giving, and the voice of them that 
make merry,crc. When Ifrael had paffed thorow 
the red Sea, and faw the Egyptians dead on the 
fhore,'the great typeof our deliverance from fin, 


death, and Satan, then a fing that triumphant |. * x 
Song, Mo/2s and themen finging the Song , and NA 
| Miriam and the women anfi wering them , and re- N 
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peating over again the burden of the Song, Sing to 
the Lord, for he hath triumphed clorion[ly , the Horfe 
and his rider hath he thrown ima the Sea,Exod.15.1. 
20.21. When a poore foul hath bzen with Fonah 
in the midit of the feas,compaffed with the floods, 
clofedin with the depths , brought down to the 
bottom ofthe mountaines, wrapt about head and 
heart,and all over with the weeds, and locked u 
with the bars of fin and death, when it hath fele 
the weight of a guilty con{cience, and been terrifi- 
ed with the fearfull expectation of an approaching 
curfe lying as it were at the pits brinke , within the 
{moak of hell, within the fmell of that brimftone, 
and fcorchings ofthat unquenchable fire which is 
kindled for the divell and his angols:and is then by 
a more bottomles and unfearchable mercy brought 
unto dry land, fnatched asa brand out of the fire, 
tranflated unto a glorious condition , from a Law 
to a Gofpel,from a curíetoa Crown, from dam- 
nation to an inheritance, from a flave to a Son, 
then,then onely never till then, is that. foul in a fit} 
difpofitiog to fing praifes unto God, when God 
hath forgiven all a mans iniquities , and healed all 
the difeafes of his foul, and redeemed his life from 
deftruction,or from hell(as the Chaldee rendreth it) 
and crowned him with loving kindneffe and ten- 
der mercies, turning away his anger,and revealing 
eAbzemo — | thofe mercieswhich are from ever lafting®in ele&ion 
yo price. | wato everlafting in falvation,removing his fins from 
num per glori- | him as far as che Eaft is fromthe Weft, thena man 
Raton. Be- | will call upon his foule over and over againe , and 
Jot Don. | {ummon every faculty within him;and invite every 
E creature | 
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creature without him to effe the Lord, and to inge- 
minate praifes unto his holy name, P/al.103.1.4. 
30.22.Andas David there begins the Palme, with 
Bleffe the Lord O my foul and ends it, with blefe the 
Lord 0 my foul : fothe Apoftle making mention of 
the like mercy of God unto him, and of the ex- 
ceeding abundant grace of Chrift, in fetting forth 
him who wasa blafphemer,a perfecutor, and inju- 
rious,asa patterne untoall that fhould beleeve on 
him unto eternall life, begins this meditation with 
praifes,I thank Chrift efus eur Lord and ends it 
with praifes, auto the King eternal immortal, invi- 
fible, the onely wife God,be honour and glory for ever 
and ever, Amen. 1 Tim. 1.12.17. It is impoffible 
that foul fhould be truely thankfüll unto God, 
which hath no appreherfions of him,but as an ene- 
mic ready to call in,or at the leaft to curfe all thofe 
outward benefits which in that little interim and 
refpite of time between the cure pronounced in 
the Law,and executed in death, he vouchfafeth to 
beftow. *And impenitent finners can have no true 
notion of God but füch. And therefore all the ver- 
ball thanks which fuch men feem to render unto 
God for bleffings, are but likethe mufick at a Fu- 


nerallor the efi before a Judge, which gives 


no comfortabl d to the mourning wife, or to 
the guilty prifon 

ILI. Vt medium Impetrandi, As an Argument 
and motive to prevaile with God in prayer. For the 
Church here praics for pardon, for grace, for hea- 
ling, not only withaneyetoits owne benefit , but 
unto Gods Honour. Lord, when thon haft heard and 
. anfwered 
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'anfwered us,then we fhall glorifierhee: Pí4/.50.15* 
1]ball prayfe thee faith David, for thou halt heard mes 
and art become my [alvation. P(al. 118. 21. Itis true, 
if God condemne us, he will therein fhew forth 
hisowneglory, a Thef. 1. 9. as he did upon Phara- 
ob. Rom. 9. 17. In which fence the /frong and terri- 
ble ones are {aid to zlorific him, Ifay. 25.3. Becaufe 
his power in their deftru&ion is made the more 
confpicuous : But we fhould not therein concurre 
unto the glorifying of him. The grave cannot prayfe. 
him, they th. goe downe into the pit cannot celebrate 
his name.P{.30.9.88.10,11.The living, the living 
they hall pray[e s bee.1fa. 38.19. This isa frequent 
argument with David whereby to prevaile for mer- 
cy, becaufe elfe God would lofe the prufe which 
by this meanes he fhould render to his name. Ffal. 
6.4, 5. 118. 17. &c. God indeede is All. fuffici- 
entto himíclfe, and no goodnes of ours can extend 
unto him. Fob 22. 2. 25.7. 8Yetas Parents delight 
toufethe labour of their children in things which 
are no way beneficiall unto themfelves: fo God is 
pleafed ro ufe us as inftruments for fetting forth his 
glory, though his glory ftand in no neede of us, 
though we cannot adde one Cubit thereunto, He 
hath madeall men > in ufus profundarum cogitatio- 
num fuarum , unto the ules o£ his unfearchable 
Councells. He hath made all t ‘or him[clfe, yea 
even tbewicked for the day of evil. Prou. 16. 4. Yet 


he is pleafed to efteeme {fome men meete fer ufes, 


which others are not, 2 77». 2. 2 1. and to [er apart 
fome for himfelfe, and for thofe ufes. Pfal. 4. 3. 
Tay. 43 21. k God by his wifedome erderesh, 


Li and 
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and drawe:h the blind and brute motions of the qe 


worft creatures unto his own honoar,as the hunts- | peccare utau- 
man doth the rage of the dog to his pleafure,or the | tm peccando 
Marriner the blowing ofthe winde unto his voy- | 21 peona 
age, or the Arcift the heate ofthe fire unto his | noncftin illo- 
worke; or the Phifician the bloudthirftineffe | fp Bele, 
of the Leech unto a cure. But godly men | dentis Sate L 
are fitted to bring ually glory unto him, to glo- | #ordinincis 
rify him doingly. 1 Cor 10. 30. 31. Ephe. 1. 11,12. | $ t hinc eri- 
And this is that which God cheifely takes plea- | unt contia vo 
fure dd. luntatem Dei, 
Our Saviour bids his difeiples caft their nete in- | nog impleatur 
tothe Sea, and when they had drawn their net, he | Dei. Aug.de pra. 
bids them bring ofthe fifh which they had then | Sare ere. vid, 
caught, and yet we finde that there was a fire of | giocoi 
coales, and fifh laid thereon, and bread provided | 141.42. qu. fup. 
on the land before. Fohw21. 6,9, xo. Thereby | 2:42:91. 
teaching us that he did not ufe their indu(trie for a- | decit D; 
ny neede that he had of it, but becaufe he would | 4:57. 
honour them fo far as to let them honour him with 
their obedience. And therefore even then when 
God tells his m that he needed nor their fervi- 
ces, he yet calls upon them forthankígiving. P/al. 
0. 9, 14 
Vobis dinis a ftrong argument to be ufed in prai- 
er for pardon, for grace, tor any fpirituall mercie. 
Lord, if I perifh, I fhall not praife thee, I fhall not 
be meete for my Matters ufes . Thy glory will one- 
ly be forced out of me with blowes, like fire out 
ofa flint, or water out ofa rock. But thou delight- 
eft to fee thy poore Servants operate towards thy 
glory, to feethem not forced by parei, bat a 
* B y r 
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by ove to thew forth thy praifes. And this we thall 
never doetill finne be pardoned. God can bring 
light ont of light, as che light of the Starres out of 


| the light ofthe Sun, and hecan bring light out of 


darkenes, as he did at firft: but in the one cafe there 


‘isa meetnes for fuch an ufe, in the other not. Now |. 


we are not meete Subje&s for God to reap honour 
from, till finns be pardoned, till grace be confer- 
red. Then we fhall give him the praifé of his mercy 
in pittying fuch greivous finners, and the praife of 
his power and wifedome in healing fuch mortall dif- 
eafes, andthe praife of his glorious and free grace 
in fending Salvation to thofe that did not inquire 
after it, and the praife of his patience in forbearing 
us fo long, and waiting that he might be gratious, 
and the praife of his wonderfull providence in cau- 
fing all things to worke together for our good : and 
the praife of his juftice by taking part with him a- 
gainft our owne finnes, and joyning with his grace 
to revenge the bloud of Chrift upon them. A pot- 
fheard is good enough to hold fire, but nothing 
but a found. and pure veffell is meete to put wine or 
any rich depofitum into. 

IV. Vt principium operandi. As a principle of 
Emendation of life,and of new Obedience. Lord 
take away iniquity and receive us into favour, then 
will we be thankfull unto thee, and that fhall pro- 
duce amendment of life, A/bur [hall not [ave us, 
neither will we ride upon bor[es, oc. A thankefull 
apprehenfion ofthe goodnes of God in forgiving, 
giving, faving, honouring us, is one of the princi- 
pall foundations of fincere obedience. Then whe 

Soule 
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Soule will thinke nothing too good for God, that 


hath fhewed himfelfe fo good unto it. What [bal L| - 


render unto the Lord for all his benefits ? (ne the 
Prophet David. Pfal. 116. 12. and a little after it 
followes, 0 Lord, truly Lam thy fervant, 1am t! 


| ferwant,and the Son of thine Handmaide, that isan Ies" 


Home-borne fervant, thine from my mothers | 

womb. It isan allufion to thofe who were borne | 
| of Servants inthe Houfe of their Matters, and {o | 
were in a condition of Servants. Partus. fequitur 
ventrem. If the mother be an Handmaide, the 
childeis a Servanttoo, and fo the Scripture calleth 
them filios domus, children of the houfe. Gen, 14: 

14. 15:3. 17: *2. Lev. 22: 116 Ecclefi. 3:7. His 
heart being enlarged in thankefullneffe,prefently 
minded him ofthe deep ingagements that did bind 
him unto Service even from the wombe. True fi- 
liall and Evangelical obedience arifeth from faith 
and /ove. Faith fhewes us Gods love to us, and 
thereby worketh in us a Reciprocall love unto him, 
We love bim, becaufe he loved us firft. x Fohn 4. 19. 
This is the onely thing wherein a Servant of God 
may anfwer him, and may de fimili mutuam repens 
dere vicem, as Bernard (peakes, returne backe unto 
God what he gives unto him. » If he be angry with | 
me, I muft not be angry againe with him, but feare 
and tremble, and begge for pardon. Ifhe reprove 
me, I muft not reprove but juftifie him : If he judge 
me, I muft nor judge but adore him. But if he love 
me, I muft take the boldnes to /ove him againe, for 
therefore he loves that he may be loved. And this 
love ofours unto Chrift makes us ready to doe e- 
"e Bb2 very 
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bSi mihi ixafea- 
tur Deus , hum 
illi ego fimili 
ter vedirafcar ? 
nonutigs fed 
parebo d con 
tremifcam , fed 
veniam depre 
cabor, Ita fi me 


nec fime judi 
cabit , iudicibo 
cgo cum, feda- 
dorabo. Sido- 
minatur, me o= 
portet fevvire,Si 
imperat , me o- 
portet parere 5 
nunc jam vide- 
as de amore 
quam aliter. fit. 
Namcum amat. 
Deus, non aliud. 
vale quam a= 
miri, Boru. for, 
83.in C dutie. 


^ - for Adventist Research 
PM S 


12 


k Quis coram. 
Deo innocens 
invenitur qui 
vale fieri quod 
vetatur,fi fube 
trahas quod ti 
metur’-Qui ge- 
hennas metuit; 
non peccare 
metuit fed ar- 
dere; illeautem 
peccare metuit, 
qui peccatum. 
ipfum ficut ge- 
hennas odit-d it 
Ep.144.Bernard. 
ferdcTripcobsr. 
Vere Clwiftia- 
nuseft qui plus 
amit dominum 
quam timet ge 
hennam,ut eti- 
amâ dicat illi 
Deus, utere de- 
liciis carnalibus 
fempiternis, & 
quantum potes 
peco, nec mo- 
tierisnecin ge- 
hennam mitte- 
ris, fed mecum 
tantummodo 
non erís;exhor- 
refcat & omni- 
monon peccet. 
non jam ut in 
illud quod ti- 
mebat nonin- 
cidat, fedne il- 
j| lumquem fic a- 
matoffendar.I- 
dem de Catedhi- 
geni. Rudibur. c. 
a7.de natur. E 
Erai6.57.60nt 2. 
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very thing wè he requires of us,becaufe we know 
that he hath done much more for us then he requi- 
reth of us. The Jove of Chrift faith the Apoftle,con- 
ftraineth us becaufe we thus judge, that if one dyed for 
all,then were all dead, that iseither dead in and with 
him in regard ofthe guilt and punifhment of finne, 
fo as to be freed from the damnation of it, or dead 
by way of conformity unto his death,in dying unto 
finne, and crucifying the old man, fo as to fhake 
off the power and ftrength of it. And rhe fruite of 
all, both his dying and our loving,is this, That we 
[hauld not live unte our elves, but umo bins that dyed 
for us androfe againe. Thus love argues from the 
greater to the leffer, from the grearnes of his worke 
for us tothe fmalnes of ours unto him; If he dyed 
to give uslife, then we muf liveto doe him Ser- 
vice. 

k Feare produceth onely fervile & unwilling per- 
formances, as thofe fruites which grow in Winter, 
orin cold Countries,are fowre, un{avoury,and un- 
conco@ed;butthofe which grow in Summer,or in 
hotter Countries , by the warmth and influence of 
the Sun are fiweete and wholefome : fuch is the 
difference between thofe fruits of obedience which 
feare and which Jove produceth. The moft formall 
principle of obedience is Jove, and the firft begin- 
ings of love in us unto God arife from his mercies 
unto us being thankfully remembred; & this teach- 
eth the foule thus toargue, God hath given deli- 
verances unto mee, and fheuld I breake bis Comman- 
dements * Ezra 13. 14. Chrift gave himfelfe to re- 
deememee from all iniquity,andto make me in a 
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a es 
fpeciall manner his owne, therefore Y muft be ze4- 
lows of good workes. Tit. 2. 14. therefore I muft | Per modum. 
fbew forth the vertwes of bim that called me out of Hep lige 
darkenes into bis marvellons Light, t Pet.3.9. NO | dum manci- 
more frequent , more copious common place in all i dee 
the Scriptares then this to eall for obedience, and | i. P: 27^ 
to aggravate difobedience bythe confideration of | nempe fervi 
the great things that God hath done for us. Deut. ees 
10. 20. 21. LI, 7.8. 29. 32. 6. 9. Fol. 24. 2. 14- bec 
1 Sam, 12. 24. Tf. 1.2. Fer. 2. 5:6. Hof. 2. 8. | Siquis rum 
Mic. 6.3,5. Inthe *Law a Ranfomed man became | {| bu 
the Servast of him that bought and delivered him: | rit, protinus eft 
and upon this argument the Apoftle calls for obe- dM A 
dience. Ye are not your omne, but you are boughs with | yii c 
a price, therefore glorifie Ged im yomr body, andin your | b Fru&uarius 
Spirits, which are Gods. 1 Cor. 6. 19,20. We have ahl fas 
bur the sfe of our felves , the property is his, and PEA 
we may doe nothing to violate that. Ix edt 
N. Ut inflrumentum divine glorie. Asa means o ber 
and inftrument of publifhing Gods praifes. There Es 
isan Emphafis inthe word Zips. Sometimes it is 
a diminutive word,taking away from the dury per- 
formed, as Matth-15.8. This people honour me with 
their lips, but their heart is far from me. But here 
it is an Augmentative word , chat enlargeth the du- 
ty, and makesit wider. I will facrifice unto thee 
ps Foush, with the voice of thask{civing, Fonah 
2.9. God regardeth not the facrifice if thisbe not 
| the ufe that is made of it, to publifh and celebrate 
theglory ot his name. The outward ceremony is 
nothing without the thankfulneffe of the heart, and 
the thankfulneffe ofthe heart is too little, except it 


Bb 3 have 


Digitized by the Center for Adventist Ri 
MESE e ee 


2 


Fluiarcb, de c4- 


pond. ex Hofti- 


bus urilitare. 
Arift. Problem, 
[ie o 


have avoice to proclame it abroad, that others 
may learn to glorifie and admire the works of the 
Lord too. It is not enough to Sacrifice, notenough 
to facrifice the facrifices of thank(zivine , except 
withall we declare his works with rejoyeine ,P (al.107. 
22. Thereis a private thankfulnes ot theSoul within 
it felf, when meditating onthe goodneffe of God, 
it doth in fecret return the tribute ofan humble and 
obedient heart back againe unto him , which is to 
praife God om the Bed: and there is publick thank/- 
giving, when men tell of the wondrous works of God 
in the great Congregation of his Saints ,P(al.xag.t.s. 
P(al.36.7.12. Now here the Church promifeth 
this publick thankfgiving,it fhall not be che thank- 
fulneffe of the heart onely , but ofthe lips teo. As 
itis noted of the thankfull Leper , that with a loud 
voice he glorified God Luke 17.15. The living , the 
living [ball praife thee, faith Hezekiah « but how 
fhould they doit + The fathers to the children. [hall 
make known thy trath, 1fay 38.19. Thereare fome 
affe&ions and motions of the heart that do /top the 
mouth, are of a cold ftupefactive , and conftringent 
nature , asthe fap ftaies and hides it felfe in the 
root while itis winter. Such is fear and extremity 
of griefe. Come faith the Prophet, Let us enter into 
our defenced cities, and let sw. be filent there , for the 
Lord our God hath put us to filence, Jer. 8.14. Mai, 
10.14. Other affe&ions open the mouth , are of an 
expantive and dilating nature,know not how to be 
ftraitned or fuppreffed, and of ali thefe, joy , and 
{enfe of Gods mercy, can leaft contain it felf inthe 
compaffe of our narrow breaft, but will fpread and 
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communicate it felfeto others. A godly Heart is | 
in this like unto thofe flowers which fhut when the | 
Sun fets, when the night comes , and open againe | 
when the Sun returnes and fhines upon them. If. 
God witlidraw his favour, and fend a nightofaffii-! 
&ion, they fhut up themfelves and their thoughts | 
in filence, but if he fhine again,and fhed abroad the | 
light and fenfe ofhis love upon them, then their 
heart and mouth is wide open towards heaven in 
lifting up praifes untohim. Hannah prayed ifilent- 
ly fo long as fhe was in bitterneffe of foul,and of a 
forrowfull fpirit, t Sam. 1. 13. 15. butas fooneas 
God anfwered her prayers, and filled her heart 
with joy in him, prefently her mouth was enlarged 
into a Song of thankfpiving, Chap.2.1. 

There isno phrafe more ufuall in the Pfalmes, 
then to fing forth praifes into God,and it is not ufed 
withouta fpeciall Emphafis. For itis one thing to 
praife,and another to Sing praifes P fal.146.2. T his 
is, to publifh;to declare,to {peak of, abundantly to 
utter the memory of Gods great goodneffe , that 


xpreffions are, P/a.145.4.7. And therefore we 

finde in the moft folemne thankfgivings thar the 
ople of God were wont in great companies, and 
with muficall bees, uy to found forth the praifes 
of God, and to caufe their joy to be heard afar off, 
Nehem.12.27:31:43. J[ai.12.4-5.6.1e7.31.7. This 
thenis the force of theexpreffion, Lord when thou 
"| haft taken away iniquity, and extended thy grace 
and favour to us, we will not onely have thankful 
i igea man to praife thee by himlelfe ; bur 


we 


Meier may derive praifes unto another, as |- 
the 
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we will have thankful lips to fhew forth thy praife, 
we will ftir upand encourage one another, we will 
tell our children, that the generations to come may 
know the mercy of out God. 

"Thisis a great part ofthe Communion of Saints to 
joyne together in Gods prayfes. There isa Com- 
munion of Sinners wherein they combine together | 
to difbonour God,and encourage one another in evil, 
Pfal.64.5: P(al.83.5.8. Prov.1.10.11.Eve was no 
{ooner caught her felf, but fhe became a kinde of 
Serpent,to deceive and to catch her husband. A 
Tempter hath no fooner made a Sinner , bnt. that 
Sinner will become a Tempter. As therefore Gods 
Enemies hold communion todifhonour him: fo 


sand hearts of others. Every living ‘creature 
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was made with the (ced of life ia it, to preferve it 
felf by multiplying,Ges.r.11.12. And ofall feeds 
that of the Spirit,and the Word, (1 Tu. 1 Pet. 
1.23.) is moft vigorous, and in nothing fo much as 
in glorifying God,when the joy ofthe Lord,which 
is our ftrength, doth put it felf forth to derive the 
P aifes of his Name,and to call in others to the ce- 
ebrationofthem, — ^. 

From all which we learn, r. By what means (a- 
mongft many others) to try the truth of our con- 
verfion; namely, by the life and workings of true 
Thani "i. unto God for pardon ot fin, andac- 
cepti o favour. Certainly when a man is con- 
verted himfelf, his heart will be enlarged, and his 
mouth will be filled with the praifes of the Lord; 
he will ac uaint others what a good God he istur- 
ned unto. If he have found Chrift himfelf, as 45- 
"drew and Philip,and the woman of Samaria did,he 
will prefently report it to others , and invite them 


-| to come and fee, Tob. 1:41.46. Foh.4.29.1f Zachens 


be converted, he receiveth Chrift joyfully, Zuk. 19. 
6. If Matthew be converted, he entertains him with 
a feaft, Løk. 5.29. If Cornelius be inftru&ed in the 
knowledge of him, he will call his kinsfolke and 
friends to partake of fuch a banquet, Ads 10.24. It 
David be converted himfelf,he will endeavour thar 
‘other finners may be converted too, P/al.51.13.and 


Sege 


will fhew them whatthe Lord hath done for his| ~ 


The turning ofa finner from evill to good. 
E vain of a Bell from one fide to ano- 


ther, you cannot turne it, but it will make a found, | - 


and report its own motion, “He that; hath not a 
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mouth open to report the glory of Gods mercy to 
his foul, and to ftrengthen and edifie his brethren, 
may ju(tly queftion the truth of his own converfi- 
on. In Arons garments (whicb were types of holi- 
neffe) there were to be golden. Bells and Pomegra- 
nates,which (if we may make any allegoricall ap- 
plication of it) intimateth unto us, That as a Holy 
life is frutfulland a&ive in the duties of fpirituall 
obedience, fo it is loud and vocal in founding forth 
the praifes of God,and thereby endeavouring to e- 
difie the Church. Gedeons Lamps and Pitchers 
wereaccompanied with Trumpets, when God is 
pleafedto put any light of grace intothefe earthen 
veffels of ours, we fhould have mouthes full of 
thankfulneffe to returne unto him the glory of his 
goodneffe. 

And as that repentance is unfound whichis not 
accompanied with thankefulne(fe, fo that thankful- 
neffe is but T: and hypocriticall , which doth 
not {pring out of found repentance; we ufe to fay 
thatthe words of Fools are in labris nata , borne 
in their lips: but the words of wifemenare E falco 
pectoris, drawn up out of an inward judgement. The 
Calves of the lips are no better then the Calves of the 
Stall in Gods account,if they have not an heart in 
them. Without this the promife here madeto God 
would be no other then that with which Nurfes de- 
ceive their little children, when they promife them 
agay golden new-nothing. Praife in the mouth 
without repentance in the heart,is like a Sea-weed 
that grows without a root, Like the powring of 
Balmeand Spices upon a dead body, which can 

never 
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upon Hossan. (hap.ag. ver.2.3. 19 


never thorowly fecure it from putrefa&ion. Like a 
perfume about one fick of the plague, whofe {weet 
fmell carries infe&ion along with it. It isnotthe |, » 442 
mentioning of mercies, but the improving of chem tesi 
unto piety, which expreffeth our thankfülneffe unto | 72472 Sez" 
God. God fetsevery bleffing upon our fcore , and | $77 Cow. 
expectsan anfwer and returne fuceable. He com- | Arx Strom 17. 
pares Corazin and Beth/aida with Tyre and Sidon; | bx colit. 
and if their lives be as bad as thee, their punifh- | 35d Senee 
ment fhall be much heavier , becaufe the mercies | Epitt.gs. 
they enjoyed weremuch greater. The not fing of | yo, Ct 
mercies is the being wathankfull for them. And it | Mah. i027. 
is an heavie account which men muft give for abs- 
[ed mercies, Deut. 32. 6. Amos 2.9. 13. Luke 13.7. 
Heb.6.7. Sins againft mercy and under mercy,are 
the firft ripe fruit,when the Sun fhines horteft, the 
fruits ripen fafteft, Amos 8.1.2. Fer.t.1t.13. God 
doth not beare fo long with the provocations of a 
Charch, as of thofe thatare not a people, the fins of 
the Amorites were longer in ripening, thenthe fins 
of Ifrael. When judgement is abroad, it will be- 
gin at the Houfe of God. 

II. We thould be fo much the more carneftly | Sec#.8. 
prefed unto this , by how much it is the greater e- 
vidence of our converfion unto God , and by how 
much more apt we are to call for mercies when we 
wantthem, then with the Leper to returne praifes 
when we do enjoy them. Ten cried to be healed, 
but there was but one that returned glory to God. 
Veffels will found when they are empty , fill them 
and they are prefently dumb. When we want mer- 
cies,then with Pharaoh we cry out for pardon, for 

i Cca peace, 
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peace , for fupplies, for deliverances s but when 
prayers are an{wered, and our turne ferved , how 
few remember the method which God prefcribes, 
Call on me in the day of trouble, 1 will heare thee, and 
thou fhalt glorifie me, Pfal. $0.15. yea how many 
like Swine trample on the meat that feeds them, 
and tread under foot che mercies that prefeve them? 
i How many arè fo greedily intent upon the things 
| they defire,that they cannot fee nor value the things 
they enjoy. Omnis feflinatia caca eff. It is moted 
even of good King Hezekiah, that he. did not render 
according to the benefits which he had received, 
2 Chron.32.25. Therefore we fhould be exhorted 
in cur prayers for pardon and grace,co do as the 
Church here doth, to promife the Sacrifices of 
2 hankfulnefe and obedience, not asa price topur- 
chafe mercy (for our good extends not unto God, 
Pfal.16.2.) butas a tye and obligation upon our 
elves, to acknowledge and returne the praife of 
mercyto him that givesit. And this the Apoftle | 
exhorteth us unto, that our requefts fhould be made | 
kuown snto God, not onely with prayer and fuppli- 
cation, but with Thanke(ziving, Phil.4.6.1Thel].5. 
17 18-1 Tim.2.3. which we finde to have been his 
own pradtice, Eph. 3,14.20.21. We fhoud keepa 
Catalogue of Gods mercies to quicken us unto du- | 
tie, as well. asa Catalogue of ourown fins to make 
uscry for mercy. And unto this duty of Thankí- 
giving we may beexcited, 

I. Bytheconfideration of Gods greatneffe. Great 
sk the Lord, and sherfore greatly to be praifed,P ias. 
3- The praifes of God fhould be according to his 

Name, 
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Name, P.48.10.P 96.8. All things were made fot 
no other end, bur to return glory to him that made | 
them. Becaufe all things are of him, therfore all muft 
be to bim,Ro.it.36. Andthisthe very Figwreofthe| —— — — 
world teacheth us.For a Circular line ends. where it ME ait » 
began, and returns back into its original point,by | 1; pa 
that means ftrengrhning and preferving it felf. For | rreh lib.de E1 
things are ufually ftrongeft when neareft their ori- bed 
ginall, and the more remote from that , the weaker | pro nihilo eft, 3 
they grow- Asa tree is ftrongeft at the root , and | & nihil Rc 
a branch or boughnext the trunk or ftock, and the Bale CG 
further out ir grows from thence , the {maller and | nihil et inci- 
weaker it grows too; and the further it is from the | Pin om- 
originall ofits being, che nearer it is unto not-Be- | (om. 20. in 
ing. Soall creatures are hereby taught both for | Cant. Eoquif- 
prelervation of that being they have,and for fupply E qud i 
of what perfections they want, and in both, forthe | hoc ipfum quod 
fetting forth of the greatneffe of their Maker , (out Es E ad- 
of whofe infinite Being all finite beings are fuftai- | fim. De. 
ned and perfe&ed)to run back unto God,for whofe | Cantic, 
fake they are, and have been created. Rivers come 
from the Sea, and therefore run back into the Sea 
again; The Trees receive fap from thc earth , and 
within a while pay it back in thofc leaves that fall 
down totheearth again. Now as God hath made 
all creatures thus to fhew forth the glory of his 
greatnes , fo he will have chem do it by thefe Prin- 
ciples, and in that maner of working which he hath 
anted in them. Jaanimate and meere naturali cres- 
tures are bid to praife the Lord, Pfal148.8.9. but this 
they do blindly and ignorantly, like the arrow which 
| flies toward ‘the marke, but underftandeth not its 
{ Cci own 
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own motion, being directed thither by an under- | ~ 
ftanding without and above it felf. And thus when 
every ching by the naturall weight and inclination 
" of its own form moveth tothe place where it may 
be preferved,or draweth to it thofe further degrees 
of perfe&ion, whereby it may be improved, and 
have more of being communicated to it, it may 
truely be faid to praife the Lord, in that it obeyeth 
| the Law which heplanted init,and is by his wife 
| providence carried back towards him ,to derive its 
| confervation & perfection from the fame fountain 
| from whence its Being did proceed. But now reafo- 
| nable creatures being by God enriched with Jnter- 
nall knowledge,and that knowledge in his Church 
exceedingly raifed by his manifeftation of himfelf 
as their uttermoft bleffedneffe in the Word unto 
| them, He therefore requires that we fhould worke 
atively and with intention of the End for which he 
made us, guiding all our aimes and inclinations to- 
wards his glory by that internall knowledge of his 
Excellency which he hath implanted in us, and re- 
vealedtous. And indeedall other creatures are in 
this fenfe faid to glorifie God , becaufethe infinite 
power, wifdom, goodneffe, and perfection of God 
which are in their beings and workings fo notably 
selucent, do becometh: obje& of reafonable cred- 
F tures, to contemplate upon, and by thaymeanes 
| draw forth admiration and adoration 

Sett.g. II. By the confideration of Gods goodnefe. He 
deferves irat out hands. Hegives more to us then 
we are able to render unto him.” The Sun fhines on 
the Moon with his own glorious light, the Moon 
| returnes 
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SS 
returns but a faint and {potted light upon the world. 
; qn réturn nothing unto God , but that which | «gna 
is his own, x Chron.29.16. and it goes not with that to cobi 
purity from us as itcame unto us. We cannot fend | bus vehe 
forth a thought round about us , bur it will returne | ter escnubusy 
with a report of mercy, and that mercy calls fora foris & dif 
returne of praife. ? But above all, the goodneffe of | ciltbus, & cum 
God mentioned in the text, Taking away iniquity, | dis beneficium 
and receiving grationfly this calis for the Calves of | folus, goo 
the lips to be offered, as in the new Moons, with | mus. ut. Atri 


; h Rhet. Ith. 2.€7. 
Trumpets and folemnity, Nw». 10. 10. The beams | jaque in hujui 


of the Sun the more dire&ly they fall on the body | modi benefi- 
of the Moone , do fill it withthe more abundant | “ores mm 
light : fo the more copious and notable Gods mer- EC de 
cies ate unto us, the more enlarged fhould our prai- | obfequiis pa- 
{es be unto him. Therefore true Penitents rhat have | ‘mls & pr- 
| tronis præftant, 
more tafted of mercy , are more obliged unto | p.ex L. +8. de 
a | thank(giving, P/4/.147. 20. Excellent (peech is not paris. (ett. 8. 
comely in the mouth of fools Prov. 17.7. But Praife Here 
icd theupright, Pfal.33.1. For as Godis | quxvis macula 
moft difhonoured by the finnes of holy men when | "Pis ¢ecolo- 
they are committed againft light , and break forth nonda 
into {candall, as a {por in filke is a greater blemifh | minima quavis 


then in Sackcloth, 2 Sam. 12.14. Sois he moft ho- ex 
noured by the confeffion and praifes of holy men, | uri em de sri- 
becaufe they know more of his glory and good- Mx eif . 
neffe then others, and can report greater things Of | verè quiefvens 
him. Wicked men fpeak of God by Aeare-(ay,and | & victus cer- 
by notion onely, but holy men by « intimate Ex- (aira Deus, oa 
non judicis;non magiftri, led fponG -- fed hrurara hora & parva mora, Bet (7.23. i 
Mens incffibili vcrbi illeéta dulcedine quodammodo fe fibi furatur imo rapitur atqne elabi- 
tura feipla ut verbo fruatur -~ dulce commereium,Ced breve momentum. & experimentum. 
raram, Ibi. fermi. s.vi etiam ferm.8 3.67 ferm. 1.3.33. 
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perience, asthe Queen of Sheba knew more of Søk- 
mons wifdom from his mouth, then from his fame. 
He that fees but the outward Court and buildings 
of a Palace, can fay it isa glorious place: but he 
that like che Ambaffadours of the King of Babylon 
in Hezekiah his time, fhall be admitted to fee rhe 
hon fe of pretious things, and allthe Treafures of the 
Palace, can {peak much more honourably of it. E- 
very one might fee and admire the ftones of the 
Temple without, who were not admitted to view 
the Gold,and curious workmanthip within. The 
more intimate Communion a man hath with God 
as a Redeemer, the more glorious and abundant 
praifes can he renderuntohim. — Befides « Praife is 
the language of Heaven, the whole Happine[fe of the 
Saints there is to enjoy God and their whole bufineffe 
is to praife bim. Aud they who areto live in ano- 
ther Countrey, will be more folicitous to learn the 
language , and foreacquaint themfelves with the 
mannersand ufages of that Countrey , than they 
who have no hopes nor affurance of comming thi- 
ther. As they who have Zope to be like Chrift in 
glory, will purifie chemfelves , that they may in the 
mean time be Zike hims in grace, 1 Fohn 3.2.3. So 
they that have Hope to praife him for ever in Hea- 
| ven, will ftudy the Song of Mofes and ofthe Lamb 
before they come thither. And indeed none can 
| praife God but they that canabafe and deny them- 
felves. Wicked men in all duties ferve and feeke 
themfelves. But the very formality of praife is to 
[ecke God , and to make him the End of our fo do- 
ing. The Apoftle exhorts us so effer our (clues ali- 


———————————————— 
vingSacrifice, Rom.12.. 1 chat is to fay to feperate our 
felves for God, and for hisufes. The Sacrifice we 
know was Gods,forhis fake it was burnt, Scbroken, 

Land deftroied. We muft be fuch Sacrifices,deny our 
felves, be loft to our felves ; not ferve,nor feek,nor 
aime at our felves : but refolve to efteem nothing 
dearein comparifon of Gods Honour, and to be 
willing any way whether by life or by death that 
he may be magnified in us, As 21.13. PAil.1.20. 

Love of Communion in naturall creatures is ftronger 
then (e/fe-love, Stones will move upward , fire 
downward,to preferve the univerfe from a vacuity, 
and to keep the compages of nature together. How 
much more is,and ought the love of God himfelfe 
in the new creature to be ftronger thenthe felf-love 
whereby it feeks and ferves it felfe? And without 
this,all other fervices are but Awanias his lye, lies 
tothe Holy Ghoft, keeping to our felves what we 
would feemto beftow upon him. Lifting upthe eies, 
beating the breaft, fpreading the hands,bending tlie 
knee, hangiag down che head, Levening the coun- 
tenance, fighing, fobbing, fafting howling,all no- 
thing elfe but mocking of God. And we may fay 
of {uch men,as the Emperor of him that fold glaf- 
fes for peatle (though in a fadder fen{e) Impofturam 
facinnt y patientur. They deceive God, and faile 

‘|in his Precepts,and they fhall be themfelves decei- 
ved,and faile in their own.expe@ation. For the 
hope of the wicked [ball perifh. 
| SETI. Bya double confideration of our felves. 
I. Of our natürall Torpor and fluggithneffe unto 
this dutie. As the dead Sea drinkes in the River 

zs Dd Jordan 
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Fordan,and is never the {weeter, and the Oceanall 
other Rivers,and is never the frefher. So we are 
apt to receive daily mercies from God, and ftill re- 
maine unfenfible of them , unthankfull for them. 
Gods mercies to us are like the dew on all the 
ground our thanks to him like the dew on the fleece. 
We are like Fifhermens wheels , wide at that end 
which lets in the Fifh, but narrow atthe other end, 
fo that they cannot get out againe, Greedy toget 
mercy, tenacious to hold it, but unthankfull in ac- 
knowledging or right ufing of it. The rainc comes 
down from heaven in fhowres , it goes up but in |. 
mifts. We fow in our land one meafure,and receive 
ten; yea Ifaac received an hundred fold, Gen. 26. 
12. But God fows ten,it may be an hundred mer- 
cies amongft us, when we fcarce returne the praife 
and the fruit of ove. Our hearts in this cafeare like 
the windows ofthe Temple, 1 King.6.4. wide in- 
ward to let in mercies, but narrow outward to let 
forth praifes. Nowas Solomon faies, if the iron be 
blunt we muft put too the more firength ; and as Huf- 
bandmen uie where the nature of land is more de- 
fective, to fupply it with the more importunate la~ 
bour ; fo having hearts fo earthly for the perfor- 
mance of fo heavenly duty, we fhould ufe the 
moreholy violence upon them,and as che Widdow 
did extort juftice from an unjuft Judge by her con- 
tinuall coming, Zske 18.5. We fhould prefe and 
urge,and with ingeminated importunity charge 
this duty upon our felves, as the Pfalmift doth , 0 
that men would praife the Lord for hs goodne|fe ci» for 
his wonderfull workes tothe children of men, Pial. 
107. 
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1975; j15.31.31.. II. Of out ama benefit. For in- 


deed all the benefit which arifeth out of this duty , eene 
redounds to us, and none to God. His glory is in- inte i piss 


finite,and eternally the fame, there is nor can be no | Prazeam aps. 


acceffion unto that by all our praifes. Whena 
Glaffe reflecteth the brightneffe of the Sun’, there is 
but an acknowledgement of what was, not any addi- 
tion of what was not. When an excellent Oratour 
makes a Panegyricall Oration in praife of fome ho- 
nourable Perfon , he doth not infufe any dramme 
of worth into the perfon , but onely fetteth forth 
and declareth that which is unto others. A curious 
Piilure praifeth a beautifull face, not by adding 
beauty to it) but by reprefenting that which was in 
itbefore. The window which lets in light into an 
houfe, doth not benefit the light, but the houfe into 
which the light fhineth. Soour praifing of God 
doth ferve to quicken , comfort, and refrefh our 
felves, who have intereft in fo good a God: or to 
edifie and incourage our brethren, that they may 
be ambitious to ferve fo Honourable a Mafter : but 
they adde no luftre or glory to God at all. 


Now laftly, for the right performance of this | 5. 11. 


Dutie. It is founded on the due apprehenfions of 
Gods Being Good,and of his Doing Good, P(a.119.68. 
Or of his excellency in himfelfe,and his goodneffe 
untous. Inthe former refpe& ii ftandeth in 4- 
daring and extolling the great Name of God , a(crib- 
ing in our hearts and mouthes all bleffedneffe unto 
him, acknowledging his infinite Majeftie in him- 
felfe, and his Soveraignty over us his poore crea- 
tures, Exod. 15. 11. Mic.7.48. and fo covering our 
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faces, and abhorring our {elves in his fight, Ifat. 6.. 
_ [fob 42.5.6. not daring to queftion any of his 
4 Difficula- | deep, abfolute and molt unfearchable Counfels; 
xem quattionis | bur becaufeall things are of Lim, to acknowledge 
cuc alius fic ali- : > : 
us vero fic mor. | that all things ought to be for and to him, and 
ER are to be reduced to the Ends of his glorie, by 
elated the Counfell. of bus own? will, Rom. 9. 20, 21. Rom. 
lus -- Echojus | 11.33,36- Matth.11.25,26. Pfal.135-556- Fob 9. 
peenei _| 12. Ephef.1.11. Inthe latter refpeét , as he is the 
ab hoe dia God in whom we Live and move, and have our be- 
ut diceret , cti- | ing, and hope for our.bleffedneffe, fo it importeth, 
amens volt | ra Glorying and rejoycing in him as our alone feli- 
mifetetur , & e! ' B 
quem vuleob-. | city,P/al. 32-1. Habac.3.18. Phil.4.4. 2. A choof- 
ing and preferring him above all other good 
i; | things, making him our End andaime, in life, in 
death, in doing, in fuffering, Rom.14.7,8... 3: A 
in diverfa ana | Thankful acknowledgement of all his metcies , as 
idem judicium f 4 d 
nii Hoc volo? | moft beneficial unto us, and moft gratuitous an 
dc Dono peri free in regard of him, 2 Sam.7.18. Lam.3.22,23. 
£vops. De | Laftly ,a conftant endeavour of a holy life, foro 
& Remi: hb. | bring forth fruit, to do the will of God , and to fi- 
ring! ,to 
BACAR $s nifh his worke which he hath fecus , fo to order 
b Tultinus Mar- din ^ 
tyrdefefire- | QUE converfation aright before him,as that he may 
tur, fe confpe- } have afcribed unto him the glory of hisauthority 0- 


peccat. metiris 


p 
a Chriftiano- | ver the con{ciences of men,and of the power of his 
rum in mortc 


Conftantia col- | Love fhed abroad in their hearts, and that all chat 
Mam) b(ee our converfation may fay ,doubtleffe, the God 
code whom thefe men ferve after fo holy a manner, for 
pietatem, Apo- | whom they difpife all outward & finful pleafures, 
bgn Mp8 | isa Holy and bleffed God, infinitely able to com- 
eerittates | fort, fatishe, and reward all thofe-that fo con{cio- 
me itaet, nably and conftantly give up themfelves unto him, 
s chim non. 
i = ma le Sh ARE ues 
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16.2 Car.9:13. 1 Pet.2.12+ 
|. The fecond particular in their Covenant is, amends 
"ment of life, and a more {peciall care againft thofe 
fins of carnall confidence, and fpirituall«adultery, 
whereby they had formerly difhonoured and pro- 
voked God. From whence there are two obfetva- 
tions which offer themfelves. 
I, That true repentance and found converfion, 
as ic makes a man thankfull for the pardon of finne 
paft, fo ic makes him carefull againft the practife of 
finne for the time to come , efpecially thofe parti- 
cular finnes, whereby he had formerly moft difho- 
noured God, and defiled his own confcience. This 
do&rine cofifteth of two parts, which we will con- 
fider afinder. é 
And firft of this care and purpofe of amend- 
mentingenerall. When the poore Converts who 
had been guilty of the moft pretious and innocent 
bloud that ever was fhed , began to be convinced 
of that horrible fin, and found thofe zai/es where- 
with they had faftned the Lord of glory to a Croffe, 
pricking and piercing of their owne hearts, with 
what bleeding and relenting affe&ions did they 
mournover him ? with what earneft importuni- 
ties did they inquire aft:r the way of falvation 
wherein they might ferve and enjoy him: never 
were their hands more cruell in. fhedding that 
bloud, then their hearts were now follicirous to be 
bathed in it, to be cleanfed by it, Ad#s2.37. The 
poore Predizall whos the Embleme. of a penitent 
finner, when he came to him(elfe againe, or be- 
: Dd 3 thought 
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.. | Oporrebat qui- 
Bd fi ficri RE 
fet revivere mc 
(ut ita loqui) 
denuo quoi 
male vixi- 
faciam recogi- 
tando quod re- 
operando mon 
polsum, Bernsr. 
‘| ferm. de Cant. 
Exekia. 


thought himfelf, as the phrafe is, r King. 8.47. (for 
we do never depart from God , but we do withall 
torfake and lofe our felves, and are tranfported 
with a fpirituall madneffe from our right mindes) 
immediately grew toa refolution of arifing out of 
that bafe and brurifh condition, and of going home 
to his ‘Father „and by that meanes to his wit and 
; fenfesagaine. So when by Fohas preaching of re- 
pentance men were turned to the Wifdome of the 
Fef (for al-unrighteoufneffe is folly and madnes) 
and were prepared for the Lord , we immediately 
finde whata fpeciall care they had to be informed 
in the waies of dutie,earneftly inquiring after that 
new courfe of obedience which they were now to 
walke, Luke 3.10,12,14- All true penitents are of 
the minde of thefe in the Text, we will not fay 
| Any more, and what have Ito do Avy more with I- 
dols? verf.8. as Ezra in his penitent prayer. Should 
we now againe breakethy Commandements? chap. 
| 9.13. When Chrift rofe from the dead, he died no 
| more : and when we repent of finne , it muft be 
| witha repentance that mult sever any more be.re- 
| pented of, Rom. 6.9,12. 2 Cor. 7:10. Thetime paft 
of our life muft fuffice us to have wrought the will 
| ofthe Gentiles, 1 Pet. 4.3. 

|. This care arifeth from the nature of true repen- 
tance, which hath two names ufually given it; 
| merdvoia, a change of the minde; the heart is framed 
to have other and truer notions of finne, of grace, 
of heaven, of hell, of confcience, of falvation then 
it had before , for the minde of wicked men being 
defiled,they can frame to themfelves none butim- 
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pure apprehenfions of fpirituall things, as a yellow 

: | eye fees every thing yellow, and a bitter palate 
raftes every thing bitter. 2. zr«edwa A change of 
the cares and indeavours of life. That whereas 
before a manmade provifion for the fiefh, and his 
ftudy and care was how to fatisfie the lufts of his 
own heart, Rom.13.14. what he fhould eate,what 
he fhould drink, wherewith he fhould be cloathed: 
Now his care is how he may be faved, how he 
may honour‘and enjoy God, Aéfs 2. 37. AGs 16. 
30. The firft queftion in Repentance is, What have 1 
done? Fer.8.6. and the next queftion is,What [hall 
Ide, Ais 9. 6. And this care repentance 
worketh, 

I. By a Godly forrem for finne palt. It brings 
into a mans remembrance the hiftorie of his for- 
mer life, makes him with heavineffe of fpirit re- 
count the guilt of fo many innumerable finnes 
wherewith he had bound himfelfe as with chaines 
of darkneffe ; the loffe of fo much pretious time 
mifpent in the fervice of fuch a Mafter as had no 
other wages to give butfhame and death. The 
horrible indignities thereby offred to the Maje- 
ftie and Juftice of God,the odious contempt of his 
holy will and foveraigne authority ; the daring 
negleé of his threatnings, and underualuing of his 
rewards : the high provocation of his jealoufie and 
difpleafure ; the bafe corrivalty and contefting of 
filthy lufts with the grace of the Gofpell, and the 
pretious bloud of the Sonne of God : the gainfay- 
ing and wreftling , and ftubborne. antipathie of a 
carnall heart to the pure motions of the Spirit, and 

Word 
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Confilium fa- 
uri ex prateri- 
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Ep. 83- 
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Word of Chrift : the prefumptuous repulíes of 
him that ftandeth at the doore and knocks, waiting 
that he may be gracious: the long turning of his 
back, and thrufting away from him the word of 
Reconciliation, wherein Chrift by his Ambaffa- 
dours had fo often befeeched him to be reconciled 
unto God : The remembrance of thefe things 
makes a man looke with felte-abhorrency upon 
himfelfe, and full deteftation upon his former 
courfes. And he now no longer confiders the 5;/- 
ver or the Geld , the profit ot the pleafure of his 
wonted lufts,though they were never fo dele&able 
or defirable in the eye of flefh:he looks upon them 
as accurfed things to be thrown away,as the Con- 
verts did upon their coftly and curious Books, Acts 
19.19.Efa.30.22.31.7.Sin is like a plaited Picture, 
onthe one fide of itto the Impenitent appeareth 
nothing but the beauty of pleafwre whereby it be- 
witcheth and allureth them ; on the other fide to 
the Penitent appeareth nothing but the horrid and 
ugly’ face of guilt and fhame whereby it amazeth 
and confoundeth them; Thus the remembrance 
of finne paft (which they are very carefull to 
keepe alwayes in their fight, P/4/. 51.3.) doth by 
godly forrow worke fpeciall care of amendment 
of life forthe timeto come, 2 C/rez. 6. 37., 38. 
P{al.119.59.EZeck.16.61. 63. 20.43. 

2. By a prefent ferfe of the weightand burthen 
of remaining corruptions, which work, and move, 
and put forth what ftrength they can to refift the 
grace of God in us. As the time paft wherein finne 
raigned, fo the prefent burthen of finne befetting 


us, 
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| us, is efteemed furficient, and makesa man carefull 
| notto load himfelf wilfully with more, being rea- 
dy to finke, and forced to cry out under the paine of 
thofe which he unwillingly lieth under already. 
a A very glutton when he is ina fitt of the gout or 
ftone, will forbeare thofe meates which feed fo 
painefull difeafes. A penitent finner is continually 
in paine under the body of finne , and therefore 
dares not feed fo dangerous and tormenting a dif- 
cafe. "The more/fpirituall any manis, the more 
painefull and burdenfome is corruption to him, 
Rom.7.23. For finne tothe new maz isas fickne[je 
tothe natural! man. Themore exquifite and deli- 
cate the natural fenfes are, the more are they fen- 
fiblesndaff:&ed with that which offends nature. 
Conttafies cannot be together without combate. 
The fpirit will luft againft the flefh, and not fuffer 
amanto fulfill the lufts of ir, Gal. 5. 16, t7. the 
feed of God will keep downe the {trength of fin, 
1 Fobn 3.9. 

3. Byan holy jealoufie,and godly feare of the 
falfeneffe and backfliding of our corrupt heart, left 
like Lots wife it fhould looke back towards Sodome, 
and like Ifrael have a minde hankering after the 
flefh-pots of Egypt, the wonted profits and plea- 
fures of forfaken lufts. A godly heart prizeth the 
love of God, andthe feelings of fpirituall com- 
fort from thence arifing above all other things,and 
is afraid to lofe them. — It hath felt the burnings of 
finne , the ftingings of thefe fiery Serpents, and 
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bath often been forced to befoole it. felfe, and to 
befhrew its own ignorance, and with Ephraim to 
{mite upon the thigh. And the burnt child dreads 
the fire , and dares not meddle any more with it. 
Confiders the heavineffe of Gods frown, the fi- 
gour of his Law, the weakneffe and fickleneffe of 
the heart of man, the difficulty of finding Chrift 
out when he hath withdrawn himfelfe , and of re- 
covering lightand peace againe , when the foule 
hath wilfully brought it felte under a cloud and 
therefore will not venture to harden it felfe againft 
God. Thus godly feare keeps men from fin, Fob 
31.23. P(al.119.120. Prov. 28.14. Ecclef.9.2. er. 
32.40. Phil.a.t2. Pfal.g.gs 

4. By aloveto chefs and a {weet recounting 
of the merciesof Godin him. The fefle aman 
loves finne, the more he fhall love Chrift. Now 
repentance workes an hatred of finne, and there- 
upon a love of Chrift, which love is ever opera- 
tive, and putting forth it felfe towards holineffe of 
life. As the Love of Ged in Chrift towards us 
worketh fergiveneffe of finne: fo enr reciprocall 
love, wrongis by the feeling and comfort of that 
forgiveneffe, worketh in us an hatredof finne. A 
dire love begets a Reflect love, as the heat 
wrought in the earth ftrikes back a heat up into the 
aire againe. The woman in the Gofpell having 
mach forgiven her , loved much, Luke 7.47. We 
love him becaufe he loved us firft; and love will not | 
{uffer a man to wrong the thing which he loves, |. 
What man ever threw away Jewels or money 
when he might have kept them ? except. when the 
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predominant love of fomething better made thefe 
things comparatively hatefull, Luke 14.36. What 
woman could be perfwaded to throw away her 
fucking child from her breaft unto Swine or Dogs 
to devoure it? Our loveto Chrift, and his Law, 
will not fuffer us to caft hits off, or to throw his 
Law behind our backs. New obedience is ever joy- 
ned unto pardon of finne and repentance for it, by 
the method of Gods Decrees, by the order and 
chaine of Salvation, andarifeth out of the imrer- 
nall charaéter and difpofition of a child of God. 
Weare not Sonnes onely by Adoption, appointed 
to a sew inheritance, but we are Sonnes by Regene- 
ration a\{o, partakers of a new matwre,defigned unto 
a nem life, joyned unto a new head , defcended from 
anew Adam , unto whom therefore we aré inthe 
‘power of his Refiirreétion, and in the fellowfhip 
of his fufftings tobe made conformable, Phi. 3. 
10. And the Apoftle hath many excellént and 
weighty arguments to inforce this upori us, Col.3. 
1,2,3-4. 1f then ye be rifen with Chrift, feeke pu 
things that art above, where Chrif is fitting on the 
right hand of God. Set yonr affection on things above, 
not on things onthe earth. For ye até dead, arid your 
life is hid with Chrift in God, when Chri who w our 
life fall appeare, then fhal ye alfo appeare with bim 
in glory. x. Ourfellowfhip with Chrift; we dre 
rifen with him; what he did corporally for ns, We 
doththe fame /piritwally in ns. As a Saviour and 
Mediator, he died and rofe alone: Bur as a Head 
- |\and fécond Adam, he never did any thing: but his 
myfticall Body and feed were fo taken into the fel- 
j Ee.2 low- 
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;lowfhip of it, as to bemade conformable unto it. 
| Therefore if he rofeas a Saviour to juflifie us, we 
mutt as members be therein fa(hioned unto him,and 
| rife fpiritually by heavenly-mindedneffe , and a 
new life to glorifie him. 2. We muft have our 
affc&ions in Heaven, becaufe Chrift is there. The 
heart cuer turnes towards its treafure ; where the 
body is, thither will the Eagles refort. 3. He is 


| there in glory at Gods right hand, and grace fhould 


moveto glory as a piece of earth tothe whole, And 
he isthere in eur bufineffe , making interceffion in 
our behalfe, providing a place for us, fending down |- 
gifts untous, And the Client cannot but have his 
heart on his owne bufineffe when the Advocate is 
actually ftirring about it. 4. Weare dead with 
Chrift,as tothe life of finne. And a dead man 
takes. no thought or care for the things of that life 
from whence he is departed. A man matwrally dead 
lookes not after food, or rayment, or land, or mo- 
ney, or labour,&c. Anda man dead to finne rakes 
no more cate how to provide for it. 5. In Chrift 
we havea xew life, therefore we fhould have new 
inclinations futable unto it, and new provifions 
laid in forit. A child inthe womb is nourifhed by 
the zavill , being borne, it is nourifhed by the 
month, A naturall man feeds on worldly things by 
fenfe, a fpirituall man on heavenly things by faith 
andconícience. We can have nothing from the 
firt Adam which is not mortall and mortiferous. 
Nothing from the fecond whichis not vitall and 
eternall. Whatever the one gives us, fhrinks , and 
withers into death ; whatever the other , fprings 
; and 
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| and proceeds unto immortalllife. Our life there- 
fore being new, the affe&ions which ferve it, and 
waite upon it, muft be new likewife. 6. This 
life is our own, not fo ary thing in the world be- 
fides. I can purchafe in the world onely to meand 
mine Heires for ever, but fpirituall purchafes are to 
my felfe forever. And every mans affections are 
naturally moft fixed upon that which is moft his 
owne, 7. Itis an hidden life, the beft of itis yet 
unleen, t Foha 3.2. and though the Cabinet which 
is feen be rich, yet the Fewell which is hidden in 
itis much richer. And as there is a finfull curiofity 
in /uft,to looke after the hidden things of iniquity, 
and to hanker after forbidden pleafures : fo there is 
a fpirituall curiofity or ambition in grace , to afpire 
towards hidden treafures, to preffe forward to- 
wards things that are before us, to be cloathed upon 
with eur houfe that is from heaven; As Ab[olom being 
brought from banifhment, longed to fee the face 
of his father, 2 Sam. 14.32. ? So the foule being 
delivered out of the land of darkneffe , never 
thinkes it fees enough of light. When God did 
moft intimately reveale himfelfe unto Mefes, Mofes 
did moft earneftly befeech him to fhew bim his glo- 
ry, Exod.33.11.18. The more fweetneffe we find 
inthe firft fruits,in fo much of Chrift as is revealed 
tous, the more {trong are our affe&ions to the 
whole Harveft, to that abundance of him which is 
hidden from us. A few clufters of Grapes and 
bunches of Figges, will inflame the defire of en- 
joying that Canaan which abounds with them. 
8. Itis hidden with Chrift, fo hidden as that we 
Ee 3 know 
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3 Tie third Sermon F " 


CNRC know whereitis. Hidden, fo that the enemy can- 
HEUS pper not reach it, but not hidden from the faith of the 


tie eftefuries | childe. g. Itis hidden im God. Iris life in the 


ip& tm vehe- | fountaine, Pfal.36.9. And every thing is perfect- 
dedmbu | eft in its originall and fountaine. And this is fuch 
Bie» A a fountaine of life as hath in it fulneffe without 
exiundit deli- 


derium cana. | fatiety, and purity without defilement , and perpe- 
um fax in- | tuity without decay , and Alfufficiency without 
wieder |defe&. Laftly, Itis but hidden, it is not loft; hid- 
84.in Can. | den like feed in the ground,when Chrift the Sunne 
Vide fis Chu- | of righteoulneffe fhall appeare, this life of oursin 
ibe him will {pring up and appeare glorious. 
Languore fpiric. | Now next letus confider this Care of Repen- 
apr&s — tanccagainfta mansowne more particular and fpe- 
Seétr4. | ciall finnes. Asfhur [ball not [ave us, we will nn ride 
upon herfes cc. Ifrael had beene guilty of very ma- 
ny provocations, but when they come to covenant 
with God, and to renew their repentance, cheir 
thoughts and cares are moft fet againft their carnal 
| confidence, and {piritua Adultery. Their moft un- 
| tained deteftations, their moft ferious Refolutions 
| were againft thefe cheir moft proper finnes. True 
| Repentance.worketh indeeda general hatred of e- 
| very falfe way,Pfal. 119. 128, and fufereth not a 
| man to'allow himfelfe in the {malcft finge. Yet as 
| the Dogge in hunting of the Deare, though he 
| drivethe whole herd before him, yet fixeth his eye 
| and fent upon fome one particular whichis fideled 
poaa | Qut by the dart of the huntfman : fothoush found 
M fuz, x | converfion doe worke an amiverfall hatred of ad fin, 
dx Hir: oes becaufe itis finne, (for Hatred is ever againft the 
Tiye Aih whole kind of a thing) Though every member € 
the 
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the oldman be mortified, and every grace of the 
new man fhaped and fafhioned in us : yet the feve- 
reft exercife ofthat Hatred is againft the finnes 
whereunto the con{cience hath beene more enfla- 
ved, and by which thename of God hath beene 
more difhonered. A man that hath many wounds, 
ifthere be any of them more deepe, dangerous, or 
neerer any vitall partthen the other, though he will 
tend the cure of them ail, yet his cheifelt care fhall 
berowards that. Asthe King of Syria gave com- 
mand to his Armie tofingle out the King of Ifrael 
inthe battle. 1 K/nz 22.31. fo doth Repentance lay 
its batteries moft againft the highelt and ftrongeft 
and moft raigning finne ofthe heart; and by how 
múch the more a man prized it before, by fo much 
the more dotlvhe deteft it now. They counted no 
filver nor gold too good to frame their Idols of 
before, their eare-rings fhall goe to make them a 
Calfe. Exod. 22. 3. but when they repent, no- 
thing can be too bafe to compare them, orto caft 
them unto, 7/4. 2: 20. 30:23... 

The Humane mature is the fame inall men, yet 
fome faculties are more vigorous in fome, and o- 
thers in others; fome wittie, others ftrong, fome 
beautifull, others proper,fome a quick eye, others 
a resdy tongue, fome for learned, others for me- 
chanicall profeffions, as (ome grounds take better 
to fome kind of graine then ro others : fo in the 
new many hough al the graces of Chrift are in fome 
degree and proportion fhaped in every Regenerate 
perfon, yet one excells in one grace, another in a- 
nother. Abraham in faith, Fob in patience, Mefes in 

2 meek- 
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meekenes, David in meditation, Selomon in wife- 
dome, Phineas inzeale, Mary-Magdalenc in love, 
Paul in labour, &c. And fo is it in the old man too. 
In eodem Pe | Though by nature we haveall the. members of o- 
bamqur;i, cx: | riginall corruption, yet thefe put themfelves forth 
nis kpoem, (in a&tuall vigour differently, One man is more 
Ciconia Lacer- 5 
tam Sence.Ep. | poffeffed by a proud divell, another by an unclean 
108. one, Ahaz fuperftitious, Balaam ambitious, Cain 
envious, Corah ftubborne, Efaw profane, J/maela. 
mocker, the young man a worldling. According 
to different complexions and tempers of bod 
(by which Habitual luft is excited and called forth 
bMulex gentes | into at) or according to differences of education, 
ob (pecialia |° countries,callings,converfe, and interefts in the 
queedam perci. | world, fo men are differently affaulted with di- 
itp nes un | ftin& kinds of finne, and moft men Have their: pec- 
wer rause. | catum in deliciis, whichthey may more properly 
IN wen! Jy call Their owne. Pfal, 18.23. Andas this finne 
r8», Bzotii, ! . B 
Pharfelii , is ufüally the fpeciall barre and obftacle that keeps 
Thefali, ob” | men from Chrift, as we feein the example of the 
TM Athens, 1. | young man, Mark. 10 22. and of the Jewes, Fohn. 
rolfwri & | 5:44. 12: 42,43. So when Chrift hath broken 
ge this obftacle , and gotten the throne in a mans 
ce ion oe | heart, then the cheife worke of Repentance is to 
cel.1. 14. Ehe- | keepe this finne from gathering ftrength againe, 
pa e for as they fay of [ome kinde of Serpents that being 
Php-Ls.c 3| cntin pieces, the parts will wriggle towards one 
RE eG s tees vendunt, nationem cuiufque in venditione pronunciare 
debent — Præfump:um etenim elt quofilam fervos malos videri quia & natione funt qux 
magis infamis cft. Leg.3 1. fc& 21.D. de Ædilitio Edito. Athenarum linguata Civitas. 
Teal de Animac 3. Hinc Adagia, Cretenfi mendacior. Pano perfidior, Scytha afperior, 
Sibari faltuofior. Miletiis e&emintior.&e. Vid. Exafm.in initio Child, & Alex, ab 
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. wp Hosean. (hap.14. ver.2.3. 
ee 
another, and clofe and getlife againe: foof all 
finnes a man isin moft danger of the Reviving of 
his own proper corruption, as being like the net- 
tle, whole rootes are fo crooked, are fo catching to 
the ground, thar it is a worke of much care to keepe 
the ground cleane of them after they are weeded 
out. 
And therefore repentance fets it felfe particular- 
ly sgain(t chat finne, asa fpeciall argument of fin- 
cerity. Iwas upright faith David before him, and 
kept my felfe from mine iniquity. P(al. 18.23. And 
hethat is begotten of God, faith the Apoftle, keepeth 
himfelfe. 1 Fohn 5: 18. which he $us certainly 
with moft vigilanie there where he is in moft 
danger of being affaulted. See, in David, He had 
in that great and fcandalous fall of his, ftained his 
confcience with impure luft, with the guilt of blond, 
and that not out of ignorance or common infirmi- 
tie, or füddaine paffion and furprizall of fome ha- 
ftie temptation, (which might happily have con- 
fifted with uprightnes)but ferioufly,and deliberate- 
huling many cunning arts, and carnall fhifts ot 
finfull wifedome to colour and daube it over: And 
laftly by this meanes had given a great blow to 
the holy name of God, and caufed his enemies to 
bla[pheme ( as Nathan tells him, 2 Sam. 12.14.) 
Therefore in his Pezitentiall Pfalme, thefe foure 
things he principally infifts upon, A cleane heart, 
pardon of blond-guiltineffe , Truth in the inward 
parts, and occafion to teach tran[erelfours the way of 
God, that they may be converted, P/al.5 1.6, 7,10, 
13,14. See it in Zachews. Worldlineffe and de- 
FF frauding 
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droplum reddar 
Zacheus, vide- 
tur quibufdam 
potius ex abun- 
dantía pietatis, 
quim ex vi le- 
gis feciffe, Lex 
enim quadrupli 
ponam in una 
tantum furtt 

fpecie ftatuit 

Exo Tage 

Vid. Maldon it. 
& Lucam Bru- 


genf.Sane quod 
ad Edictum 
pratoris attinet 
videtur tantum 
in duplum te- 
eid D. ce 


| Publicanis. 


b At non frater 
cjus cogno- 
mento Felix 
pari moderati- 
one agebat,jam 
pridem Juizz 
impofirns , & 
cun&i malefa- 


)| Qa fibi impune 


ratus , tanta po- 
tentia fubnixo. 
Tacit, Annal 
lib.1z. Anto- 
nius Felix per 
omnem (xvii 


„| am ac libidiné 


jus regium fer- 
vili ingenio 

exercuitDrufil- 
1a Cleopatrz & 
Anti 
Libe 
dabant. 
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frauding had been his finne, * Reftitution and libe- 
rality are che evidences of his repentance in fpeci- 
all for that finne, Luke 19.8. So Mary Magdalen, 
Her finne had been wacleaneffe , Her eyes veffels, 
and factors tor adultery, Her haire a Nett platted 
and fpread to catch finners. She remembred her 
wanton kiffes, her provoking perfumes ; and now 
in her converfion where her fizne had been moft 
prevalent there her forrow was moft penitent , and 
her repentance molt vigilant, her eyes veffels of 
teares, her kiffes humbled, or rather advanced unto 
the feet of Chrift; her hairea towell to wipe off 
thofe teares which (he judged too uncleane for fo 
holy feet to be wafhed withall; Her Oyntment 
powred out upon a new lover , who had anointed 
her with his grace, Luke 7:37.38. The finne of the 
Jayloragainft Paul and Silas, was cruelty, AdsY6. 
24. and thc firlt fruit of his repentance was cour- 
tefieco them; He brought them out of a dungeon 
into his owne houfe ; from the ftocks, to his table; 
became an Hofte in ftead of a Jaylor, a Chyrur- 


ji nepte in matrimonium accepta. Tacit. Hift. Iib. s; vid Jofeph. Antiq lib 20.c. 5- 


xellatem fummam adepti ftupris,exilio,. cæde, proferiptionibas omnia fæ- 
Ex quibus Felicem legionibus Judaex præfecit Sexc Aur. Vittor in Claudio. 


gian in ftead of a Tormenter , and wafhed their 
ftripes, verf. 30:33.34. This was Daniels method 
of working repentance in Nebuchadnezzar , per- 
{wading a proud oppreffing Tyrant unto juftice 
and mercy, Das. 4.27. and Pauls unto Felix, 
preaching beforea corrupt and lafcivious Judge 
of Righteou{nelfe, Temperance, and judgement to 
come, Ads 24.25. Andto the learned and fuper- 
ftitious Philofophers in a learned difcovery,and 


making 
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upon Hosean. (hap.14. Fer.2.3. 4 
making knowne unto them of their anknowne ged, 
A&s 17.23. So Fohn the Preacher of Repentance 
laid his axe to the reot of every trec, to the radical! 
and prevailing luft in every order of men ; to ex- 
tortion in the Publican, and to covetoufneffe in the 
people,to violence in the Souldiers,to carnall con- 
fidence in the Pharifees, Matth.3.7. Luke 3: 9. 14. 
and fo Chrift to the young man, One thing thou 
manteft, Mark. 10:2 1. and to the woman of Sama- 
ria, Goe call thy husband, John 4.16. when indeed | 
he was an Adulterer and not an Husband. 

The reafon of this care of Repentance, is; 1. Be- 
caufe in godly Sorrow this Sinne hath lien moft 
"| heavie upon the conícience. Hereby God hath 
been moft of all defpifed and difhonoured ; our 
confciences moft wafted and defiled : our hearts 
moft hardned ; our affections moft bewitched and 
intangled. It hath been a Mafter-finne, that hath 
been able to command, and to draw in many other 
fervile lufts to waite upon it. Many wounds even 
after they have been healed , will againft change 
of weather affe& the part wherein they were, with 
paine and akeing and therefore men ufually are 
more tender of that part, keep it warmer , fence it 
with Furres or Seare-cloathes ; as the Apoftle 
faith, that on our difhonourable parts we beftow 
the moe abundant honour ; fo on füchan infirme 
and tender part, we beftow the more abundant 
care; and the like do we in thofe wounds of the 
Soul, which are apteft to bleed afrcfh. 

1. Hereby (as was faid before) we teftifie our 
uprightnee. When we will not {pare our beloved 


Ff? finne. 
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finne, nor roll it under our tongue , nor hide it in 
| our tent, when we will not muffle nor difguife our 
| felves like Tamar,nor hide amongft the bufhes and 
| trees like Adam, or in the belly of the Ship with 
| Fonah, nor {pare any wedge of Gold with Achan, 
| orany delicate Agag; any fading finnes with Saul : 
but with David will fhew that we hate every falfe 
way, by throwing the firft ftone atour firft finne, 
that which lay neareft and clofeft in our bofomes, 
which the Scripture calls Cutting off tbe right hand, | 
and plucking out the right eye. As Cranmer put that 
hand firft into the fire which had before fübícribed 
to fave his life. The ftory of the Turkifh Emperour 
is commonly knowne , who being reported fo to 
dore on one of his Concubines, as for love of her, 
to negle& the affaires of his Kingdome, caufed 
her to be brought forth in great pompe, and cut off 
her head before his Bafhaws , to affure them that 
nothing was fo deare unto him , bur that he could 
willingly part from it to attend the publike wel- 
fare. This was an A& of Crweltyin him : butthe. 
like is an a& of penitency inus, when we can Sa- 
crifice the deareft affe&ions wherewith we ferved 
finne, Let Chrift kill our Agag, though delicately 
apparralled , and divide the richeft of all our 
fpoiles. If we be /earned, we fhall dire& all our 
ftudies unto the feare of God , Ecclef. 12: 12. 13. 
If Rich, we fhall lay up a foundation of good 
workes againft the time to come, and confecrate 
our merchandize as holy to the Lord, 1 Tim. 6.18. 
Jat. 3.16. If Wife , it Honourable, if Powerfull, |- 
if adorned with any endowment, our bufinefle will 
be with Bezaliel and Alobiab,to adorne the Gofpell 
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with them all,from our Gold to our Goats Paire, to 
lay al out upon the San&uarysto make thofe mem- 
bers and abilitieswhich had been Satans armor,and 
weapons of unrighteoufnes to be now weapons of 
holines,& dedicated unto Chrift Rom.6.19. This 
is the holy revenge which godlyforrow taketh up- 
on fin, 2 Cor.7.1 1. 

If many men who profeffe repentance and thinke 
they ate already long agoe converted unto God, 
would examine the truth of their converfion by 
this Touchftone: It would minifter matter of much 
humiliation and feare unto them, when their owne 
heart would reply againft them as Samuel againft 
Saul, Haft thon indeede, as thou profeffeft, donc 
the worke of the Lord in deftroying Amaleck ¢ 
What then meaneth the bleating of the fheepe, and the 
lowing of the Oxen in mine cares ? what meane thefe 
worldly, and covetous practies ? thefe Lafcivious 
or Revengefull fpeeches ¢ thefe earthly, fenfüall, 
or ambitious lufts ? are chefe Agags {pared and kept 
delicately, and canft thou pleafe thy f Ife in the 
thoughts ofa found repentance? Did Pau! fear that 
God would humble him for chofé that had not 
repented amongft the Corinthians, by this argu- 
ment, becaufe he fhould finde envyings, ftriles, 
and debates amongft them? 2 Cer 12. 20, 21, 
And wilt thou prefume of thy repentance, and not. 
be humbled when thou findeft the fame things in 
thy felfe ^ Haft thou never yet proelamed defi- 
ancetothy beloved finne^ madeit thema:ke of 
thy greateft forrowes, of thy ftrongeft prayers and 
complaints unto God ¢ Haft thou never ftirred up 
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anholy indignation and brin ds againftic? and 
above all things taken offthy thoughts ftom the 
meditation and love of it ? and found pleafure in 
the Holy feverity of Gods Book and the miniftery 
thereof againft it? made no covenant with thine 
eye, put no knife tothy throate, {et no dore before 
thy lips,made no freinds of unrighteous Mammon? 
doft thou ftill retaine hankering affections after 
thy wonted delights,as Lots wife after Sodom? and 
are the flefh pots of Egypt defirable in thy 
thoughts ftille Be not high-minded, but Feare. 
There is no greater argument of an wnfonnd Repen- 
tancethen indulgent thoughts, and Referved de- 
light and comp!acencie ina mafter finne, The di- 
vell will diligently obferve and haftily catch one 
kinde glance of this nature, (as Beshadads fervants 
did, 1 King. 20,33.) and make.ufe of it to doe us 
mifcheife. David had beene free from fome of his 
greateft troubles, if he had not relented towards 
Abfolom, and called him home from banifhment. 
He no fooner kiffed Abfolom, but Abfolom courted 
and ve the people to fteale their hearts away 
| from him. Asthere are in points of faith, funda- 
| mentall Articles, fo there are in points of practice 
| fundamentall duties. And amongft them none more 
| primarie, and effentiall unto true Chriftians then 
| felfe-deniall, Math. 16, 24. and this is one fpeciall 
| part and branch of felfe-deniall to keepe our felves 
| from eur owne iniquitie, and to fay to our moft 
coftly and darling lufts, Get yee. hence. Afhur a- 
way, Idoles away, I will rather be fatherleffe, 
then rely upon fuch Helpers. 


THE 
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| 
Hosean 14. Ver.3. 4. | 


3. Asfhur [ball not fave us, we will not vide 
upon Horfes, neither will we fay any more 
to the worke of our hands, ye are our gods: 
for in thee the fatherleffe findeth mercy. 

4. Iwill beale their back-flidings , Twill love 


them freely : for mine anger is-turned a- 
way from hin, 


4 Here remaineth the fecond point 
5 formerly mentioned, from the 
Promife or Covenant which 
t Ifrael here makes , which I will 
2 briefly touch, and fo proceed 
A untothe fourth verfe ; and that 
l */ isthis: 

Thar true Repentance and converfion Pet 
off | 


Sect, 1. 


. off the Heart from all carzall. confidence , either in 
Domefticall preparations of our owne, We will mot 
ride upon Horfes: ov in forraigne ayde from any con- 
federates , efpecially enemies of God and his 
Church, though otherwife never fo Potent; 4/- 
[hur [ball not fave us + Or laftly, in any füperftiti- 
ous, and corrupt wor|bip , which fends us to God 
the wrong way , We will nor fay any more to the work 
of our hands, ye are our gods, and caufcth the Sou'e 
in all conditions, be they never fo defperate, fo de- 
folate, fo incurable, to relie onely upon God. It is 
very much in the nature of man fallen, toaffeétan 
abfoluteneffe and a {elfe-fufficiency , to feeke the 
a Sua poteftate | good that he defireth within bim(elfe, andto derive 
deleétii velut | from himfelfe the ftrength whereby he would re- 
Bonum uum A 3 : : 
fibi iph efena | pell any evill which he feareth. ? This ftaying 
fuperiore con | within it felfe , Reflecting upon its owne power 
Eesdbcs Nono, and wifedome, and by coníequence affecting an 
ad proprivde- | independency upon any Superiour vertue in bein, 
floxcruns&e. | and working, making it felfethe firt Caufe, ani 
See the laft End of its owne motions , is by Divines 
Cum ufi mi- | conceived to have been the fir f finne by which the 
feri malorum | creature fell from God, and'it was the fir Temp- 
angelorum * : i 
quere, ez | tation by which Satan prevailed, to draw man 
meriooceurit from God too. For fince next unto God every 
alu | Reafonable created Being is neareft unto it felfe, 
deci at feipíos ‘we cannot conceive how it fhould turne from 
converfi {unt 
quinon Summe funt,&.Tbid.cap 6, lib. de vera Relig, cap.13:de Genefad Lit libra. 
cap, 14. & 23. Aquin.part. 1. qu.63. art, 3. Te fecmeth that therewas no ether way for At- 
gels to firme, but by oef ibarsnüer]ndbg nios thenfiloe c b bemg bed witb ad- 
mirarien of th-it ome [ublimity and bonur, the momory of their (ubortiuationse God, and heir. 
dependency on bim was ned inthis conceit, whereupm their adoration , love, and iras:ation of 
God cculd not choofe Lut be alfoiwerrugted, Hooker lib.1. (e.g. 

God, 
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God, and not in the next ftep turne unto it felfe, 
and by confequence,whatfoever it was ina regular 
dependence to have derived ftom God, being 
fallen from him, it doth by an irregular depen- 
dence feeke for from it felf- Hence itis that men 
of power are aptto deifie their owne ffrength , and 
to frame opinions of abfolutneffe to themfelves, 
andto deride the thoughts of any power above 
them, as Pharaoh, Exod. 5. 3. and Goliah, 1 Sam. 
17:8. 10. 44. and. Nebuchadgez.zer , Dan. 3.15. 
and Senacharib, 2 Reg .18.33534535» Iai. 10: 8, 9, 
10,11,13,14. And men of wifedom, to deifie their 
owne reafon, and to deride any thing that is above 

| or againít their owne conceptions, as Tyrus, Ezek, 

| 38.2, 6. and the Pharifees; Luke 16.14: Fohn 7. 
48,49,52. Ads 4.11. Ifai.A9. 7. & 53. 3+ and the 
Philofophers, Aks 17.18.32. 1 Xa 2.23. Ànd 
men of Morality and vertue , to deifie their owne 
righteoufneffe,to relie on their owne merits and per- 
formances , and to deride righteoufneffe imputed 
and precarious, as the Jewes, Rom. 10. 3. and Panl 
before his converfion, Rom.7.9. Phil.3.6.9. fo na- 
turall is it for a finfull creature, who feeketh onely 
himfelfe, and maketh himfelfe the /a/t End, to feck 
onely unto him(elfe, and to make himfelfe the fir/t 
Canfeand mover towards that End. 

But becaufe God will wot give his glory to ano- 
ther, nor füfferany creature to incroach upon his 
Prerogative, or to fet downe in his Throne, he 
hath therefore alwaies blafted the. policies and at- 
tempts of fuch as afpired unto fuch an Abfolute- 
nefle and Indep.odcadn , making them know 
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in the end that they are but men. Pf.9. 19,20. and 
that the moft High ruleth over all: And that itis an 
Enterprize more full of folly then it is of pride for 
any creature to worke its owne fafety and felicity 
out of it felfe. Andas men ufually are moft vigi- 
lant upon their immediate interefts, and moft 
jealous and a&ive'againft all incroachments there- 
upon : fo we fhall ever finde that God doth fingle 
out no men to be fo notable monuments of his Ju- 
ftice and their owne ruine and folly, as thofe who 
have vied with him inthe points of power, wife- 
dome, and other divine Prerogatives, afpiring un- 
to that abfolutenes, felfe-fufficiencie, felfe-inter- 
eft, and independencie which belongeth onely un- 
to him. And as he hath by the deftruction of Pha- 
raob, Senacherib, Herod, and divers others taught 


a 


us the madnes of this ambition ; fo doth he by our 
owne daily prefervation teach us the fame. For if 
God have appointed that we fhould goe out of our 
felves unto things below’, for a vitall fubfiffence, 
to bread for food, to houfe for harbour, to cloathes 
for warmth, &c. . Much more hath he appointed 
that we fhould goe out of our felves for a bleffed 
and happy fubfiftence, by how much the more is 
required unto bleffedneffé then unto life, and by 
how much the greater is our Impotencie unto the 
greateft and higheft end. , 
Yet fo defperate isthe Averfion offinfull man 
from God, that when he is convinced of this Im- 
potencie, and driven off from felfe-dependence, 
and reduced unto fuch extreamites as fhould in 
reafon lead him back unto God, yet when he hath 


upon Hose an. Chapa. Verna. 


no bor [es of his owne to vide upon, nó meanes of his 
s ls evill, yet ftill he will betake him 
felfe unto creatures like himfelfe, though they be 
enemies unto God, and enemies unto him too for 
Gods fake, (for fo was the Aftyrian unto Ifrael yet 
if Ephraim fee his ficknes, and Tudah his Wound, E- 
phraim will tothe Afiyrian and King Fareb for help, 
Hof. 5, 13. If he muft begge, he will doc it rather 
of an enemy, then a God, yea though he diffwade 
him from it, sandthreaten him forir. Ahaz would 
not belceve though a figne' were offered him, nor 
be perfwaded totruft in God todeliver him from 
Rezin and Pekah, though he promife him to doe it, 
but under pretence of not tempting God in the ufe 
of meanes, will weary God with his provocation, 
and tob God to pay the Afsyrian, who was not an 
helpe bur a diftreffe wnto him.2 Reg.16,5:8. 17. 18. 
2 Crom. 28:20, 21. Tay. 7, 8:13. Ifay. 30.5. 
Well, God is many times pleafedto way-lay 
humane Counfels, even in this cafe too , and fo to 
ftrip them, not onely of their owne provifions,but 
of their forraigne fuccours and füpplies, ss that 
they have no refuge left but unto him. Their Hor- 
fes failethem, their Affyrian failesthem, Hofe 7. 
11.12. & 8.9.10. Their Hope hath nothing either 
fub ratione Boni, as really Good to Comfort them 
at home: or fub ratione Auxilii, as matter of Helpe 
and ayde to fupport them from broad. They are 
brought as 3/rae/ into a Wilderne(fe, where they are 
conitrained to go to God , becaufe they have no 
fecond caufesto help them, And yeteven here, 
wicked men will make a fhift to keepe. of from 
Ge2 God. 


» 
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Fidentiam pa- 
riunt mò roth- 
gior évyus vat 
Eenfág. vid. A- 
ril Rhat.hz.tg 
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Ex arbitrio, 
mon ex Impe- 
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1 God, when they have nothing. in the worldto 


turne unto. This isthe fermall and intimate ma- 
lignity of finne, te decline God, and to be impatient 
of him,in his owne way. If wicked men be nece(- 
fitated to implore-help from God, they will invent 
'waies of their owne to doe it, If. Horfes faile, and 
Asfhur faile , and Ifrael muft goe to God whether 
he will or no, it hall not betothe God that made 
him, but to agod of. bis owne makingsand when they 
have moft need of their glory, they will, change zt 
into that which cannot profit, Jer-2.11-. So. foolifh 
was Feroboam ,as by two Calves at Dan and Be- 
thel, to thinke his Kingdome fhould be eftablithed, 
and by that meanes rooted out his owne family, 
andat laft ruined the Kingdome, 1 King. 12..28, 
29,14,10,15429. 2 King.17, 21,23+ Hof. 8.4,5.& 
10.5,8,18. So foolith was Ahaz asto feeke helpe 
of thofe gods which werethe ruine of him and of 
all 1/rael, 2 Chron.28.23- Such a {trong antipathy 
and averfneffe there is in the foule of naturall men 
unto God , as that when they are in diftreffe the: 
goe to him laf of all, they never thinke of him, o 
Jong as their own ftrength and their forraigne con- 
federacies hold out; and when at laft they are dri- 
ven to him, they know not how to hold communi- 
on with him in his owne way , but frame carnall 
and füperftitious wayes of worfhip to themfelves, 
and fo in their very fecking unto him doe provoke 
him to forfake them; and the very things whereon 
they lean, go up into their hand to pierce it, Jai. 
15.2..J(ai.16+12.i King.18.26. 
Now then the proper worke of true Repentance 
being, 
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| being to turnea man the right way unto God, it 
taketh a man off from all this carnall and füperfti- 
tious confidence , and direéteth the foule in the 
greateft difficulties to caft it felfe with comfort and 
confidence upon God alone. So it is prophefied 
of the Remnant of Gods people, that is , the peni- 
tent part of them, (for the remnant are thofe that 
came up with weeping and [upplication , feeking the 
Lord their God, and asking the way to Sion, with their 
faces thither-ward, Jer. 31.7, 9. & $0. 4,5.) that 
they fhould a2 more acaine ftaythemfelves upon bim 
that [mote them, but fhould [lay upon the Lord, the 
holy one of 1[racl in truth, and fhould returne unto the 
Mighty God, 1(4i.10.20, 21. They refolve the Lord 
fhall fave them, and not the Afjriaw. So fay the 

odly inthe Plalmift , As Horfe is avaine thing 

‘or fafery, neither [hall be deliver any by his great 
firength,éyc. Onr foulewaiteth for the Lord, he is 
our help and fhield, Pfa1.33.17,20. They will not 
fay any more, We will flie upon Horfes, we will vide 
upon the [wift, Ifai.30.6. Laftly, At that day faith 
the prophet fpeaking of the penitent remnant and 
gleanings of Facob, [hall a man looke to his Maler, 
and his eyes [ball have re(pedt to the holy one of Mrael, 
and he [hall not looke tothe Altars the worke of bis 
hands, neither fhall refpet that which his fingers 
have made tbe groves or the Images, fai 17-7,8. and 
againe, Trucly in vaine is falvation hoped for from 
the Hils, and from the multitude of Mountaines, that 
is, from the Idols (whom they had fet up and wor- 
fhipped in high places.) Truely im the Lord our God 
is the falvation of Ifrael, Jer.3.23. They will not 
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The fourth Sermon 
fay any more to the worke of their hands ye are 
our gods. : 

p then, the plaine duties of the Text are thefe, 
1. Totruftin God who is All-fufficient to helpe, 
who is Fehovah, the fountaine of Being, and can 
give Being to any promife, to any mercy which he 
inrends for his people, can not onely werke, but 
Command, not onely Command, but Create delive- 
rance, and fetch it out of darkneffe and defolati- 
on; He hath everlafting ftrength, there is notime, 
no cafe,no condition, wherein his Help is not at 
hand , when ever he fhall command it , 1/4. 
26.4. 

^: We may nottruft inany Creature, 1. Not 
in Ashar, in any confederacy or conbination with 
Gods enemies, be they otherwife ‘never fo potent. 
Fehofoaphat did fo, and his. Ships were broken , 
2 Chron. 20.35.37. Ahaz did fo, and his peaple 
were diftrefed, 2 Chron-28.21. Itisimpoffible for 
Gods enemies to be cordiall to Gods people , fo 
long as they continue cordiall to their God, 
There is {uch an irreconcileable Enmity berweene 
the feed of thewoman , and the feed of the Serpent, 
that it is incredible to fuppofe thar the enemies of 
the Church witl doc any thing which may: per f 
tendto the good of it, or that any End and de- 
figne by them purfued can be fever’d from their 


| owne malignant interet. Let white be mingled 


with any colour which is not it felf, and it lofeth of 
itsowne beauty. Irtis not poffible for Gods peo- 
ple to joyne with any that are his enemiesjand not 
tolofe of their owne purity thereby. He muft be 

as 


Di 


AMT n 2 rS. er. 


n Hoseau. (hap a Ver.2.3. 


as wife, and as potent as God, that can ufe the 
tage of Gods enemies, and convert it when he hath 
done,to the good of Gods Church , and the glory 
of Gods Name, and be ableat pleafure to reffrain 
and call itin againe, We mutt ever take heed of 
this dangerous competition berweene our ewe in- 
tereft and Gods , tobe fo tender and intent upon 
that, asto hazardand fhakethis. ereboam did fo, 
but it was fatall to him, and to all 7frael. The 
End of Fudahs combining with the Aífyrian, was 


thatthey might rejoyce againft Rezin and Rema- }’ 


liahs foane: but che confequent of it which they ne- 
ver intended; was,that the Affyrian came over all 
the Channels; and over all the bankes; and over- 
flowed, and went over , and reached to the very 
neck , and if it had not beene Jmmasnels land, 
would have endangered the drowning of it, 1/ai. 
8.6,7,8. If Ifrael for his owne Ends joyne with 
Asfbur, it will hardly be poffible for him in fo do- 
ing, though agsinft his owne will, not to promote 
the Ends of Asfhur againft Gods Church,and againft 
himfelfe too. And yet the Prophet would not 
have in thatcafe Gods people to be difmaied, or 
to fay, a Confederacie, a Confederacie , but to  fandti- 
fie tbe Lord himfelfe, and make him their feare and 
their dread, who will certainely be.a Sanituary un- 
to them, and will binde up his Teftimony, and [cale 
the Law amongft his Di[ciples , when others fhall 
fumble and fall, and be broken , and be fnared and be 
taken. If we preferve Immanuels right in us , and 
Ours in him, all confederacies againft us fhall be 
broken, all counfels fhall cometo nought. 


2. Not 
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Self. 5. 2. Notin Her[cs, or in any other Humane pre- 

3 parations and provifions of ourowne. Somme truft 
in Charets, and [ome in Horfes, but we faith David 
will remember the Name of the Lord our God, P[al. 
20.7. That Name can doe more witha fling anda 
ftone, then Goliah with all his armour, t Sam. 17. 
45. ltisaffrong tower for protection and fafel 
to all that flic untoit, Prov.18.10. whereas Bares 
though they be prepared againft the day of battell, 
yet fafety commeth onely from the Lord , Prov. 21. 
31. Horfes are flefh and not [pirit , and their Riders 
are men, and not God; and curfed are they that make 
flefh their arme and depart from the Lord, Mai. 31. 

1,2, 3. Jer- 17. 5. No, not in variety of meanes 
and waies of Help, which feemeth to be intima- 
ted in the word Rideing, from one confederate un- 
to another :if Asfhur faile, I will poft to Egypt ; 
if one friend or counfell fail, I will make hafte to 
another , a finne very frequently charged upon 
Ifrael, Hof. 7.11. Tfai-20.5. Ifai.$7.10. Fer. 2.36. 
.| 37. "Thefearenot to be trufted in 1. becaufe of 
"| the intrinfecall weakeneffe and defe& of ability in 
the creature to helpe, Every man is a lier, either 
by impofture, and fo in purpofesox by impotencie; 
© | and fo in the Event deceiving thofe that relie upon 
him, Pf24.62.9. 

2. Becaufe of ignorance and defeat of wifedom 

in us to apply that ftrength which is in the creature 
unto the beft advantage. None but an Artificer 


» GrepuaTa. 5 
mur bane. | can turne and governe the naturall efficacie of fire, 
Prae id winde, water,unto the workes of art. + The wif- 

. de prapar. | yo 2 
Enne hes. | dome whereby we fhould dire& created vertues 
unto 
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unto humane Ends is not in or of our felves, but. it 
`| comes from God, Fames 1.5. 1f4i.28.26,19. Exod. 
36.152. Ecclef.2.24. & 9.1,11. 
3- Not in Idols, not in corrupting the worfhip | Sed. 6. 
of God. *Idolsare dies , and teachers of lies, and CM 
promifers of fies to all that truft in them, Fer. o. |! 7^ Lollia 
8,14,15,16. Habac.2.18, Revel.22. 15. an Idoll is | os. fubit ncia 
iuft* nothing in the world, 1 Cor. 8. 4. and that | tis mendax 
which is nothing , can doe nothing for chofe that | riot, ap. 
relieupon it; What everthing a man trufteth in, | undc Wolare 
in time of trouble, muft needs have thefe things in T Di 
it to ground thar confidence upon. aAnStras. Cle. 
Firft,a Knowledge of him and his wants;therfore | Alex. in Pro- 
we are bid totruft in Gods providence over us for |; Tox 
all outward good things , becaufe he kaoweth that | Nihilitaces, 
we have need of them, Matth.6.32. Hemen gene= 
Secondly, a loving and mercifull difpofition to een aml 
helpehim. Aman may fometimes receive helpe | te idolis tribui~ 
from fuch as love him not, out of policy and in | Mercer, 
fuance of other Ends and intents : but he can- | ez fg rx 
purfuance o: j i t es. Sieg tin 
notconfidently relie upon any aide which is not | érizqz. So 
firft founded in love. Lever fufpeét and feare the | "97a ise 
gifts and fuccours whi-h proceed from an b Ene- |u‘xs STET 
my, they will have their owne Ends onely , even | rejv esr. Plu- 
then when they feem to tender and ferve me; | "^^ 4pophth. 
therefore David fingleth out Gods mercy as the 
obje& of his Trefl, Pfal.52.8. 
Thirdly, a manifeftation of that love in {ome 
romife or other , engageing unto affiftance. For 
fon can I with affurance , and without hefitancy 
expe& helpe there where I never received any 
promüfeof it here was the ground of Davids, 
Hh Feho- 
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xe a 
Fehefhaphats, Daniels truft in God, the word and 
promife which he had paffed unto them, 1 Chron. 
j | 17. 25, 27. Pfal. 119. 42. 2 Chron. 20, 7,8. Dan. 


NE o 

Fourthly, Truth and fidelity in the care to make 
-1 | thefe promifés good ; this is that which makes us 

| fo confidently truft in Gods promifes , becaufe we 
know they areall Tea and Amen,that it is impofsi- 
ble for God to lie, or deceive, or tor any to feeke his 
face in vaine, 2 Cor.1.20. Fofh.21.45+ Hebr.6.18. 
Ifai.45.19. 

Fifthly, Powerto give Being, and put into a& 
whatfoever is thus promifed. That which a man 
leanes upon,muft have ftrength to bear the weight 
which is laide upon it. This is the great ground of 
our trufting in God at all times , even then when 
all other helps faile , becaufe he is 745, that can 
create and givea being to every thing which he 
hath promifed, becaufe power belongeth unto him, 
and in the Lord Fehovah is everlafting firength, 
and nothing is too hard, no help too great for him 
who made heaven and earth, and can command all 
the Creatures which he madeto ferve thofe whom 
he is pleafed to helpe. P/al. 62. 8, 11. Exod. 3:14. 
I[ay. 26: 4. Gen. 18:14. Fer. 33. 17. Pfal. 121.2. 
Rom. 4.19. 21. Math, 8. 2. Now whofoever feeks 
for any of thefe grounds of truft in do/s,(hall be 
t fure to faile ot them, Knowledge they have none. 1- 
j [4y.44- 9. and therefore Zove they have none; for 
how can that love any thing which knowes no- 
thing ? Trath they have none, neither of being in 
them felves, nor of promife to thofe that truft in 


them, 
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them the very formality of an Idol is tobea lye, 
to ftand for that which it is not, and to reprefent 
that which itis moftunlike, Ifay. 44, 20. 40, 18. 
Fer. 10. 14, 15, 16. and power they have none ei- 
therto heare, or fave. Ifay. 45: 20. 46: 7. 41:23. 
24.38, 29. And therefore that repeatance which 
fhaketh off confidence in /do/s, doth not onely 
convert a man unto God, but unto Jimfelfe. itis not 
onely an impiows, but a fortifh thing, and below the 
reafon ofa man, firft to make a thing, and then to 
worthip it, co expe& fafety from that which did 
receive being from himfelfe. J/ay. 46. 7, 8. Thee 
are the three great props of carnall confidence, for- 
raigne interefts, domefticall treafures , [uperftitious 
devotions, when men pleafe themfelves in the chil- 
dren of (rangers, and have their land full of filver 
and gold, and treafures, tull of mene and Charets, 
and full of Idols : hoard up provifions and prepara- 
tions of their owne, comply with the enemies of God 
abroad, and corrupt the wor[bip of God at home: 1- 
fay. 2. 6, 7, 8. T hefe are the things for which God 
threatneth terribly to fhake che earth, and to bring 
downe, and to make low the loftines of man, if he 
doe not, (as Ephraim here by long and fad expe- 
tience, doth)penitently renounce and abjure them 
all. 
And now this is matter for which all of us may 
be humbled. There is no finne more ufuall a- 
mongft men then carzat confidence to lean on our 
owne wifdome, or wealth , or power, or fupplies 
ftom others, to deifie Counfels, and Armies, or 
Horfes, and treaíures , and co let our hearts rife or 
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ANihilRex ma- 
jus minari ma- 
le parentibus 
teft, quam ut 
abecar e Regno. 
Senec, Epift.so 
‘Tua me non fa- 
tiant nifi tecum 
Bern. folilog. 
ubi bene erit 
fine illo? aut 
ubi male effe 
poterit cumil- 
Jo? Bernard.(ed 
1. de Advent. 


Dei. 

Ditior Chrifti 
paupertas cun- 
Gis. Id. fer, 4. 
in Vigil: natal. 
Bonum mihi 
Domine in Ca- 


|| mino habere te 


mecum quam 


|| efe fine ce vel 
|] in coelo. Idem, 


fall, finke or beareup within us , according as the 
creature is helpefull or ufeleffe, nearer.or farther 
(fromus; Asif God were not a God afarre off, as 
|wellas neare at hand. This we may juftly fear, 
| God hath, and ftill will vificus for, becaufe we do 
not fanctifie the Lord of Hofts himfelfe in our hearts, 
to make him our feare and our defence, and that he 
will blow uponall fuch councells, and preparati- 
ons, as carnal] confidence doth deifie. 

Therefore we muft be exhorted to take offour 
hopes and feares from fecondcaufes, not to glory 
in anarme of fiefh, orto droope when that failes 
us; notto fay in our profperity, eur mountaine is fo 
trong chat we fhall not be fhaken, nor in our fit- 
ferings, that our wound is incurable, or our grave 
fo deepe that we fhall never be raifed againe. But 
to make the Name of the Lord our trong tower , for 
they who know thy Name will truft in thee, and for di- 
rection herein we muft learne totruft in God, 

Firft, Abfolutely and for himfelfe , becaufe he 
onely is Abfolute and of himfelfe. Other things 
as they have their being, fo have they their working 
and power of doing good or evill onely from him, 
Matih. 4.4. Fohn 19. 11. ? And therefore till he 
take himfelfe away, though he take all other things 
away from us, we have matter of encouragement 
and rejoycing inthe Lord ftill, as David and Ha- 
bakuk refolve,t Sam.30.6.Habac.3.17,18. All the 
world cannortake away any promife from any fer- 
vant of God, and there is more of Reality inthe 
leaft promife of God , then in the greateft perfor- 
mance of the creature. 


Second: 
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Secondly, totruft him ? in the way of his Com- 
mandements, not in any precipices or prefumptions 
ofourowne. Tra in him and doe good, Pfal.37. 3. 
Firft feare him, and then truft in him; he is a Helpe 
and fhicld onely unto fuch, P/a/.115.11. Ltishigh 
infolence for any man to leane upon God without 
his leave, and he allowezh none to doe it but fuch 
as feare him, and obey the voice of his [ervants, 
Tay 50.10. 

Thirdly, totruft him in the ^ way of his provi- 
dence, and in the ufe of fuch meanesas he hath fan- 
&ified and appointed. Though man liveth not by 
bread alone , but by the’ word of bleffing which 
proceedeth out of the mouth of God: yet that 
word-is by God annexed to Bread: and not to 
Stones: and that man fhould not treft God, but mock 
and tempt him, who fhould expe& to have ftones 
turned intobread. If God have provided fraires, 
itis not faith but fury,not confidence but madnefle, 
to goe downe by a precipice where God preícribes 
meanes, and affords fecondary helpes , we muft o- 
bey his order, and implore his bleffing in the ufe of 
them. This was Nehemiah his way, He prayed to 
God, and he petitioned the Kizz, Nehem.2.4: This 
was Efters way, A Faft to call upon God, and a 
Feaftto obtaine favour with the King, Efter 4:16. 
5:4. This was Jacobs way, A Sapplicationto God, 
and a prefent to his Brother, Genef., 32:9.13. This 
was Davids way againft Goliah , the Name of the 
Lord his traf, and yeta Slingand a ftone his Wea- 
pon, 1 $am.17:45.49. This was Gedeons way a- 


Hh 3 with 


gainft the Midianites, cria mult goe along | 


4 Nolite fpera- 
re in iniquitate 
nolite peccare 
in fpe. Bern, 
Kr. 2. de Ad- 
vent. 

In viis cufto- 
dict, nunquid 
in pracipitiis? 
Bern. ferm, 14. 
in Pal. Qui 
Habitat. 

b Vid. Ang. de. 
Opere Monac, 
& quin Gen. 
lib.i. quaé. 


| 
| 
| 


- Digitized by thè Centerfor Adventist Research 
aai aai 


62. The fourth Sermon 


{Dit prohibe- | with the Sword of the Lord, not as an addition of 
non propter me | ftrength, bur as ateftimony of obedience, Fndg.7: 
decelodefcen- | 18. Prayer is called fometimes a lifting up of the 
de Vobis | voice, fometimes a lifting up of the bands , to teach 
oportet ut pro- | US, That when we pray to God, we muft as well 
hibeatss.! iv.l.9 have a *hand to worke, as a tongueto begge. Ina 
a d 54 word, wemuft ule fecond caufes in Obedience to 
ye weniya-i- Gods order, not in confidence of their Helpe; The 
erue Y- Creature muft be the obje& of our diligence , but 
ay Spa God onely the obje& of our truft. 

bran Ga | Now laftly, from the ground of the Churches 
Titers T 4* | prayer and promife, we learn, That the way unto 
gren munt- mercy isto be in our {elves fatherleffe. The poore faith 
pins y ae David, committeth himfelf unto thee, thou art the 
i8 ania, helper ofthe fatherleffe. Pfal. 10: 14. 146:9. When 
Sed. 8,  Febofhaphat knew not what to doe, then was a fitt 
b Patremmife- time to dire& hiseyeunto God. 2 Chron. 20. 19. 
SEEN . | When the ftones of Sion are in the duft, then is the 
Püleiesam | fictteft time for God to favour her. Pfal. 103: 13. 
miferorun. | When Zfrael was under heavie bondage, and had 


Ber fer-ı not Fofeph as a tender father (as heis called, Gen. 


Vids arboribus | 4T» 43.)to provide for them, then God remembred 
appli if- | that he wastheir father, and Jfrael his firft borne. 
E ents Exod. 4. 22. nothing will make us fecke for Helpe 
mosincacum:- above our felves, but the apprehenfion of weakenes 
pee ,' within our felves. Thofe Creatures that are weak- 
| Deadia | Eft, nature hath putan aptitude and inclination in 
quoi Hecate | them to depend upon thofe that are ftronger.. The 
iid Vine, the Ivie, the Hopp, the Wood-binde, ae 

! taught by nature to clafp and cling and winde a- 
| bout ftronger trees. The greater fenfe we have of 
| our owne vilenes, the ficer difpofition are we in to 


relie 


* Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 


on HosEAR. Chapa Ver.2.3. 


relie on God. Iwill leave in the midjt of thee an af- 

flited and poore people and they [ball treft in the name | 
of the Lord. Zeph. 3: 12. Ifay. 14. 32. Whena man | 
is proud within, and hath any thing of his owne to | 
leane upon, he will hardly tell how to truft in God. | 
Prov. 3: 5. 28:25. Ifrael never thought of return- | 
ing to her firft husband , till her way was hedged | 
up with thornes , and no meanes left toenjoy her | 
former Lovers, Hof. 2:6. 7. When the enemy 
fhould have fhut up and intercepted alt her paffa- | 
ges to Danand Bethel, to Egypt and Affjria, chat | 

e hath neither friends , nor Idolsto flic to, chen 
fhe would think of returning to her firft Husband, 
namely,to God againe. 

Now from hence we learne, Firft, the conditi- 
on of the Church in this world, which is to be as 
an Orphan , deftitute of all fuccour and favour, 
as an out-caft whom no. man looketh after, Fer.30. 
17. Panl thought low thoughts of the world , and | 
the world thought as bafely of him. The world | 
faith he, i crucified unto me , and Tunto the world, | 
Gal.6:14. Before converfion, the world is an Egypt | 
unto us, a place of Bondage. After Converfion, It 
isa Wilderneffe unto us, a place of Emptineffe and 
Temptations. 

Secondly, the Backwardneffe of man towards 
grace; we goe not to God till we are brought to 
extremities , and all other Helpes faile us. The 

re Prodigall never thought of looking after a 
Father, tilt he found himfelfe in a fatherleffe cón- 
dition, and utterly deftitute of all reliefe , Zake 
15:117,18. 


Third- 
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“Thirdly, the right difpofition and preparation 
unto mercie, which isto be an Orphan, deftitute of 
all felfe-confidence, and broken off from all other 
comforts. When the poore and needy, feeketh water, 
and there is none, I the Lord will helpe him, Vai. 41: 
17. God will repent for his people when he feeth 
that their power is gone, Deut. 32:36. when there 
is dignus vindice nodus, an extremity fitt for divine 
power to interpofe. Chrift is fet forth as a Phyfi- 
cian, which fuppofeth fickneffe ; as a fountaine, 
which fuppofeth ancleaneffe, as meate, which fup- 
pofeth emptineffe ; as cloathing , which fuppofeth 
nakedneffe. He never fides us till we are loft fheep, 
when we have loft all, then we are fit to follow 
him, and not before. 

Fourthly, The Roots of tme Repentance. Nos 
pupilli, Tu mifericors. The fence of want and empti- 
nes in our felves, the apprchenfion of favour and 
mercy in God. Conviction of finneinus, and of. 
righteoufneffe in him. Foha. 16. 9, 10. Of crooked- 
neffein us, and of glory in him. 7/ay. 40. 4, 5- 

Hereby roomeis made for the entertainment of 
mercy; where finne abounds, grace will more abound, 
and the more the foule findes it felfe exceeding mi- 
ferable,the more will the mercy of God appeare 
exceeding mercifull. Rom, 5: 20. and hereby God 
fheweth his wifedome inthe (eafonable difpencing of 
mercy then when we arein greateft extreamity: 
As fire is hotteft in the coldeft weather. God de- 
lights to be feene in the mount, at the grave, to have 
his way in the fea, and his pathes in the deepe wa- 
ters. Mercies arenever fo weet as when they are 


feafon- 
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feafonable,& never fo feafonable as in the very turn- 
ing and criticall point, when miferie weighs down, 
and nothing but mercie turnes the (cale. 

This teacheth ns how to fite our felves for the 
mercy of God,namely to finde our felves deftitute 
of allinward oroutward comfort, and to fecke for 
it onely there. Beggers coe not put on Scarlet but 
ragges, to prevaile with men for reliefe: As Bez- 
hadads fervants put on Ropes when they would beg 
mercy of the King of Ifrael. In a fhipwrack a man 
will.not load him with money, chaines , treafure, 
richapparell , bur commit himfelfe to the Seana- 
ked, and efteeme it mercy enough, to have Tabs- 
lam poft naufrazium, one poore plank to carry him 
tothe fhore. Itis not exaltation enough unto Fo- 
feph except he be taken out of a prifon unto 
honour. 

Secondly, we fhould not be broken with diffi- 
dence or diftruft in times of trouble, but remem- 
ber it is the condition of the Church to be an Or- 
phan. Ivis the way whereby Mofes became to be 
the fon of Pharaohs daughter, whin his owhe Pa- 
rents durft not owne him, the mercy of a Prince 
found him outto advance him , and when he was 
neareft unto perifhing, he was neareft unto honour. 

b In the civill Law we fince provifion made for 
füch as were caft out, and expofed to the wide 
world, fome Hofpitals to entertzine them, fome li- 
berties to comfort and compenfite their trouble. 
Anda like care we finde in Chrift, The Jewes had 
nofooner caft the man that was borne blinde our, 
whofe Parents durft not be feen in his caufe for 
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The fourth Sermon 
4 David homi- 


es i ansa | feare of rhe like ufage, but the mercy of Chrift 
contticures & | prefently found him, and b.ftowed comfort upon 
| opprellos axe | him, Fobm 9: 35. This is the true * David xe 
[telam (as. | Whom all helpleffe perfons, that are in diftreffe, in 
piens , Typus, debt , in bitterneffe of foul , may refort and finde 
Tame Des | entertainment, 1 Sam‘22.2. 
tores recipi- Laftly, we fhould learne to behave our felves as 
melo | Pupils under fuch a Guardian, to be fenfible of our 
libs, pig. 4:« | infancy, minority, *difability to order or direét our 
Parentum a- | owne waies, and fo deny our felves, and not leane 
taguan mi- | ON Our owne wifedome ; to be fenfible how this 
(e car indinar, | condition expofeth us ‘to the izj«ries of ftrangers, 
Senec-Bpitt.66. | ( for becaufe we are caled out of the world, therefore 
| fie ine Vac nd id d us pte dei td 
capice libero ad. | waies, and nortruft our felves alone in t ie 
tuendum tum. |of temptation, nor wander from our Guardian, but 
em uim pon. | alwaies to yeeld unto his wifdome and guidance : 
te fe defendere | Laftly, to comfort our felves in this, that while we 
Ter Dde | are in our minority,we areunder the mercy of a fa- 
"| ther, A mercy of Cenfervation by his providence, 
giving us all good things richly to enjoy , even all 
| things neceffary unto life and godlineffe : A mercy 
| of protettion, defending us by his power from all 
evill: A mercy of Educatiox and inftru&tion,teach- 
ing us by his Word and Spirit: A mercy of Com- 
munion many waies familiarly converfing with us, 
; and manifefting himfelfe unto us: A mercy of 
\ guidance and government by the lawsof his fami- 
ly: A mercy of difcipline fitting us by fatherly 
chaftifements for thofe further honours and im- 
ployments he will advance us unto ; and when our 


minority is over, and we once are come toa perfect 


T upon HoseAn. Chapa. Ver.14. 


man, we fhall then be a&ually admitted unto that 
inheritance immortall , invifible and that fadeth 
notaway, which the fame mercy at firft purcha- 
fed and now prepareth and referveth for us. Now 
it followeth, 


Verf,4. Iwill heale their back-fliding, I will love 
them freely, for mine anger is turned a- 
way from bim. 

In the former words we have confidered both 7f- 
raels Petition in time of trouble , and the Prowifz 
and Covenant which thereupon they binde them- 
felvesin. Inthefeand the confequent words unto 
theend of the 8. verfe, we have the gratious an[mer 
of God to both, promifing both in his free loveto 
grant their petition, and by his free grace to enable 
them unto the performance of the Covenant which 
they had made. 

The Petition confifted of two parts. 1. That 
God would tate away all iniquity. 2. That he 
would doe them geod, or receive them eracioufly. To 
both thefe God giveth them a fulland a gracious 
anfwer. x. That he will tate away all iniquitie by 
Healing their back-fliding. 2. That he would doe 


them good, and heape all manner of bleffings upon 
them, which are expreffed by the various meta- 
phors of fruitfulneffe ; oppofire to the contrary ex- 
preffions of judgement in former parts of the 
prophecic. 
1 will heale their back-fuding.] This is one of 
| the names by which God is pleafed to make him- 
felfe knowne unto his people, 1 am the Lord that 
i^ lia bealeth 
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healeth thee, Exod. 15.26. and, returne O Back- 
fliding children., and I will heale your back-flidings, 

er; 3.22« 

j Now God Healeth fin foure manner of waies. 
| Firft, Bya gratious Pardon, burying, covering, 

notimputing them untous. Soit feems to be ex- 
| pounded, Pfal. 103. 3. and that which is called 
Healing in one place,is called forgiveneffe in ano- 
| her if we compare Mat.13.15. with Mark.4.12. 
Secondly, by a 'fpirituall and effe&usll Reforms- 
| tien, purging the confcience from dead workes, 
| making it trong and able to ferve God in new o- 
bedience; for that which Health is to the body, He- 
lineffe isto the foule. Therefore the Sunne of righ- 
| teoufneffe is faid to arife with Healing in his wings, 
Mal.4.2. whereby we are to underftand the gra- 
| cious influence of the Holy Spirit conveying the 
vertue of the blood of Chrift untothe confctence, 
| even as the beames of the Sunne doe the heateand 
| influence thereof unto the earth, thereby calling out 
the herbs and flowres, and healing thofe deformi- 
ties which winter had brought upon it. 

Thirdly,by removing and withdrawing of judge. 
| ments, which the finnes of a people had brought 
| like wounds or fickneffes uponthem. So. Healing 
| is oppofed to fmiting and wounding, Dewt.32.39. 
| Fob 5.18. Hof. 6.v,2. Fer-33.5,6. 

Fourthly, by comforting againft the anguifh and 
diftreffe which finne is apt to bring upon the con- 
Ícience. Forasin Phyfick there are Pargatives to 
cleanfe away corrupt humours ; fothere are Cordi- 
als likewife to ftrengthen and refrefh weake and de- 
jedec/. 
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jected Patients;and this is one of Chrifts principal 
workes to binde and heale the brokenin heart, to re- 
flare comforts unto mourners, to fet at liberty them 
that are bruized , and to have mercy upon thofe į 
whofe bones are vexed, Pal. 14 7. 3. Ifai. 57:18. | 
19. Luke 4.18. Pfal.6.2,3- I am not willingto | 
{hut any of thefe out of the meaning of the | 
Text. 

Firft , becaufe it is an anfwer to that prayer, 
Takeaway Al iniquity. The All chat is init, The 
Guilt, the flaine, the power, the punifbment, the an- 
guifb, whatever evill it is apt to bring upon the con- 

cience, Let it not doe us any hurt at all. 

Secondly, becaufe Gods works are perfect , where 
he forgives finne,he removes it, where he convin- 
ceth of righteoufneffe , unto pardon of finne, he 
convinceth alfo of judgement, unto the cafting out 
of the prince of this world, and bringeth forth that 
judgement unto viGtory,Matth.12:20. 

Their Back-fliding] Their praier was againft All 
iniquity, and God in his an(wer thereunto fingleth 
out one kinde of iniquity, but one of the greateft, 
by name. And that firft, to teach them and us, 
when we pray againft finne, no: to content our 
felves with generalities, but to bewaile our great 
and fpeciall finnes by name, thofe {pecially that 
have been moft comprchenfive , and the Semina- 
ries of many others. 

Secondly,to comfort them; for it God pardon 
by name the grea'cft finne, then furely none of the 


reft will ftand in the way of his mercy; if he par- 
don the Talents, we need not doubt but he will 
Ii 3 pardon 
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Pardon the pencetoo. Paul was guilty of many o- 
ther finnes, but when he will magnifie the grace of 
Chrift, he makes mention of his great finnes, A 
bla{phemer, a perfecutor, injurious ; and comforts 
himfelfe in the mercy which he had obtained a- 
s ` gainft them, r Tim. 1.13. tt of Apo 
[eda dca | Thirdly, to intimate the great guilt of Apoftacie 
aoe Se and rebellion againft God. After we have knowne 
mil, fis | him and tafted of his mercy, and given up our 
in Athenea, | felves unto his fervice, and come out of Egypt and 


lib. 3. c. 35. & | Sodome, then to looke back againe, and to be falfe 
; AER s | in his Covenant, this God lookes on, notasa fingle 


finne,butas a compound of all finnes. when a man 
| turnes from God, he doth as it were refume and 
take home upon his confcience All the finnes of his 
| life againe. 
| Fourthly, to proportion his anfwer to their re- 
| pentance. They confeffe their Apoftafie, they had 
| been in Covenant with God, they confeffe he was 
their firft Husband, Hof. 2.7. and they forfooke 
him, aud fought ro Herfes, to Men, to Idels, to va- 
nitie and lies: this is the fin they chiefly bewaile: 
| and therefore this is the finne which God chiefly 
| fingles out to pardew and to heale them.af This is 
| the great goodneffe of God toward thofe that pray 

Aug. Conte. | in fincerity, that he fits his mercy ad Cardinem defi- 

V^scP* | deri anfwers them in the maine of their defires, 

i | lets it be unto them even as they will. 

Sefio. | Iwill love them freely.) Thisis fet downeas the 
| fountaine of that Remiffion, San&ification and 
| Comfort which is here promifed. It comes not 

| | from our Converfion unto God, but from Gods 


free 
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free love and grace unto us. Andthis is added, firft 
To Humble them, thatthey fhould not afcribe any 
thing to themfelves, their Repentance, their pray- 
ers, their covenants and promifes, asif thefe hed 
been the means to procure mercie for them, or as if | 
there were any objective grounds of levelines in 
them to ftirre up the love of God towards them. It 
is not for their fake that he doth ir, but for his own, | 
The Lord fets his Leve upon them becaufe he loved 
them. Dent. 7. 7, 8. not for your fakes doe 1 this faith 
the Lord God,be it knowne unto you. Ezek. 36. 22+ 
32. He will have mercy becanfe he will hane mercy. 
Rom.9. 15. 

Secondly, To {apport them, above the. guile of 
their greateft finnes. Men thinke nothing more ea- 
fie while they live in finne, and are not affected 
with che weight and hainoulnes of it, then to be- 
leeve mercie and pardon. But when the foule in 
converfion unto God, feeles the heavie burden of 
fome great finnes, when it confiders its rebellion, 
and Apoftacie, and backefliding from God, It 
will then be very aptto thinke God will not for- 

ive nor healefo great wickedneffe as this; There 
tsa watural Novatiani{me in the timerous confci- 
ence of convinced finners, to: doubt and queftion 
pardon for finnes of Apoltacie and falling after 
repentance. Therefore in this cafe God takes a | 
Penitent off from the confideration of himfelf by 
his own thoughts, unto the heigth and cxcellencie 
of bis Thoughts who knowes how to pardon abun- 


|dantly,//4). 55. 7,8,9. Ter. 29. 11. Exck. 37. 3. 


Noshing is too bard for love e{pecially free-love, 
that 
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that hath no foundation or inducement from with- 
out it felfe. 

And becaufe we reade before, Hof. 8. s. That 
Gods Anger was kindled azainft them, therefore he 
here adds that this alfo fhould be tured away from 
them. Anger will confift with love ; we finde God 
Angrie with Mofés, and Aaron, and Miriam, and 
Afa, and he doth fomctimes vifit with rodds and 
(courges, where he doth not utterly take away bis love- 
ing-kindneffe from a people. Pfal.89.32, 336 Aman 
may be angrie with his wife, orchilde, or freind, 
whom yet he dearly loveth. And God is faid to be 
thus Angry with his people, when the effects of 
difpleafure are difcovered towards them. Now up* 
ontheir Repentance and Converfion, God promi- 
feth not onely to love them freely, but to cleare up 
his Countenance towards them, ro make them by 
the Removall of Judgements to fee and know the 
fruits of his free love and bounty unto them. When 
David called Abfolom home from banifhment, 
this was an effect of Jove, but when he faid, let him 
not [ee my face, this was the continuation of Anger, 
but at laft when he admitted him into his prefence 
and kiffed him, here that Anger was turned away 
from him too. 2 Sam. 14. 21. 24. 33. 

Thefe words then containe Gods mercifull an- 
{wer to the firft part of /fraels prayer for the Ta- 
king amay of all Iniquity which had beene the foun- 
taine of thole fad Judgements under which they 
languifhed and pined away. Wherein there afetwo 
parts, 1. The Grow; of Gods aníwer , His free 
love. 2. A double fruit of thatlove. 1. In Healing 


A, their 
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$2. In removing his Anger and 
heavie Judgements from them. !We will bretfty 
bandle them in the order ofthe Text. 
1 wil Heale their Backfliding.] When Gods 
people doe returne unto him , and pray againft fin, 
then God out of his free love doth heale them of 
it. Firft,he teacheth them what to aske , and then 
he tells them what he will give. Thus we finde 
Converfion and Healing joyned together, 1/ai.6. 10. 
They [hall returne evento the Lord, and he [hall bein- 
treated of them, and fhall heale them, Vai. 19. 22. 
Returne, Back/liding children, I will Heale your Back- 
flidings, Jer.3.22. * Men if they be injured and 
provoked by thofe whom they have in their power 
to undoe, though they returne, and cry peccavi and 
arc ready to aske forgiveneffe, yet many times out 
of pride and revenge, will take their time and op- 
portunity to repay the wrong. But God doth not 
fo; His Pardons, as all his other Gifts, are without 
exprobration ; as foon as ever his fervants come 
back unto him with teares and confefsion,he looks 
notuponthem with skorn , but with joy; his mer- 
cy makes more hafte to embrace them, then their 
repentance to returne unto him, Luke 15.20. then 
out comes the wine, the oyle, the balme, the cor- 
dials ; then the wounds of a Saviour doe as it 
were bleed afrefh to drop in mercy into the fores 
of fucha Penitent. O though he be not a durifull, 
nota pleafant childe , yet he is a childe ; though 1 
Spake againft him, yet I remember him ftill, my bow- 
els are troubled for him, 1 will furely have mercy 
upon bim, Jer.3i+20. The Lord greatly com- 
^ Kk plaines 
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—— ere 
-| plaines of the inclination of his people to 4a 


fliding, and yet he cannot finde in his heart to de- 

ftroy them, but expreffetha kinde of a Conflict be- 
| eweene Juftice and Mercy ; and at laft refolves, 
| Jam God and not man  l can as well heale their 


| fice therefore 7 will not execute the fierceneffe of 
mine anger, but 1 will caufe them to walke after the 
Lord, Hof.11.7.10. Yea, fomercifull he is, that 
even upon an Aypocriticall conver fion, when his peo- 
ple did but flatter and lie unto him, and their heart 
was not right towards him , nor they ftedfaft in 
his covenant, yer-the Text faith , he being full of 
compa[sion, forgave their iniquity (not as tothe ju- 
(tification of their perfons, forthat is never without 
faith unfained, but fo farreas tothe mitigation of 
their punifhment , that he defroyed them not, nor 
ftirred up all his wrath againft them, Pial. 78. 34. 
39-) for fo that place is to be expounded, as ap- 
peareth by the like parallel place, Ezek. 20. 17. 
Nevertbelefe, mine eye (pared them from deftroying 
them, neither did 1 make an end of them in the wil- 
derne[fe. 
Now the Metaphoricall word both here, and 
fo often elfewhere ufed in this argument , leadeth 
us to looke upon finners as Patients,and upon God 
asa Phyfician. By which two confiderations we 
fhall finde the exceeding mercy of God in the 
pardonand purging away of finne fet forth un= 
to us. 

Healing thenis a Relative word, and leades us 
firft tothe confideration of a Patient who is to be 


healed, 
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other moft dangerous that are in the vital! parts, 
as all the difeafes of finne are, and from thence 
fpread themfelves over the whole man. Igno- 
rance, pride, carnall principles corrupt judgement, 
difeafes of the Head.  Hardneffe , ftubborneffe, 
Atheifme, Rebellion, difeafes of the Heart : Luft, 
a dart in the Liver ;; Corrupt communication the 
effect of putrified Jungs : Gluttony and drunken- 
neffe the fwellings and dropfies of the belly : de- 
fpaire and horrourthe griefe of the bowels: Apo- 
ftacie a Recidivation or Relapfe into all. An Eare 
that cannot heare God (peake, Fer. 6. 10. An 
Eye quite dawbed up , that cannot fee him ftrike, 
Fer. 44. 18. Ifai. 26.11. A palate out of talte, 
that cannot favour nor relifh heavenly things, 
Rem.8.5. Lips poifoned, Row. 3.13. A Tongue 
fer on fire, Fam.3. 6. Flefb contumed, bones ftick- 
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4 Peccatum 
quod inu'tum 
videtur, habec 
pediffequam 
penam fuam ut. 
nemo de admi 
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b Omne mi- 
lum aut Timo- 
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natura fuffudit. 
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refpeétione perhatrefcentis : horrore erubefeentis : erubefcentia corrieentis. Auguft. in 
-| PGl.z0.Cenc.t, € Morbuseft éyzrría 72 uyta SidSeos up’ Ws epépyear atyo- 
pe badwreax. Galen. Habitus corporis contra naturam qui ufum ejus ad id facit 


deteriorem, cuju! 
&dilitio Edi&. 


ing out,{ore vexed,and broken to pieces, Fob 3 2.21. 
Pal. 6. 2. 51.8. Some difeafes are dull, others 
acute , fome ftupifying, others tormenting. Sinne | 
is AZ. A ftupifying palfie, chat takes away feel- 
ing, Ephef.4. 19. A plague in the Heart, which 
fets all on fire, 1 King. 8.38. Hof..7.4. 

Let us confider a little the proper paffions and 
effects of moft difeafes, and fee how they fuite to 
| finne. 
Firft, Paine and diftemper. This firft or laft is in 
All finne; for it begets in wicked and impenitent 
men the * paine of guilt, horrour , trembling of |. 
heart, anguifh of confcience, feare of wrath, ex- 
pectation of judgement, and fiery indignation, as 
in Cain, Pharaoh, Ahab, Felix,and divers others, 
| Gen. 4. 13. 14. Exod. 9.27.28. 1 King. 21, 27. 
Ads 24. 25. Ifai. 33. 14. Hebr. 2. 15. Rom.8.15. 
Hebr. 10.27. Andin Penitent men it begets bthe 
paine of [bame, and forrow, and inquietude of fpi- 
rit, a wound in the fpirit, a prick in the very 
heart, Rom, 6.21. Ezek. 16.61. a Cor. 7. 10. 
Prov.18.14. Afs 2.37. Penitency and. Paine are 
words of one derivation, and are very neare of 
kin unto one another. Never was any wound cu- 
red without paine, never any finne healed without 
forrow. 

Secondly, © meakneffe and. Indifpofedneffe to the 
Aáions of life. Sinne is like an unruly fpleez, ora 


is caufa nature nobis ejus corporis fanitatem dedit. Leg. 1, fe£t.7, D. de 


greedy, 
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greedy wenne in the body that fucks all nourifh- 
ment,and converts all fupplies into its own growth, 
and fo exhaufts the ftreng:hand vigour ofthe foul, 
making it unfit and unable to doe any good. When 
ever it fets about any duty, till finne be cured, it 
goes about it likean arme out of joynt, which when 
you would move it one way, doth fall backe ano- 
ther. It faints, and flaggs, and is not able to put 
forth any skill, or any delight unto any good duty. 
Naturally men are Reprobate or void of Judgement 
unto any good worke. Tit. 1. 16. Godlines is a 
myftery, a fpirituall skill and trade, there is learning, 
and ufe, and experience, and much exercife requi- 
red to be handfome and dextrous aboutit. 1 Tim. 
3: 16. Phil. 4.11. Heb. 5.13, 14. To be finners and 
to be without firength, in the Apoftles phrafe,is all 
one. Rom. 5. 6: 8. And looke how much flefh there 
isin any man, fo much difability is thereto per- 
forme any thing that is good. Rom. 7.18. There- 
fore the hands of finners are faid to hang downe and 
their kncesto be feeble, and their feete to be Lame, 
that cannot make ftraight pathes till they be healed. 
Heb. 12.12, 13. Ifthey at any time upon natural! 
di&ates, or fome fuddaine ftrong conviction, or 
pang of feare, or ftirtings of conícience, doe offer 
atany good worke, to pray, to repent, to beleeve, 


element; They are wife to doe evill, but to doe good 
they have no knowledge: They prefently grow wea- 
rie of any effaics and offers at well doing, and can- 
not hold out or perfevere in them, 


to obey, they bungle atit, and are out of their | 


Thitdly, Decay and confumprion. Sinne wafts 
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Natoralia defi- | bloud of Chrift.and the decay of nature arifeth out 
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and weares out the vigour of foule and body, feedes 
upon all our time, and ftrength, and exhaufts it in 
the fervices of luft. Sicknesis a chargeable thing, 
a confumption at once to the Perfon and tothe E- 
ftate. The poore woman in the Gofpell which had 
an iffue of bloud, (pent all that fhe had on Phyficians, 
anà was never the better: Luk. 8. 43. So poore 
finners emptie all the powers of foule, of body, 
oftime, of eftare, every thing within their reach, 
upon their lufts, and are as unfatisfied ar laft as at 
the firft, Ecclef 1. 8. Like a Silke-worme which 
workes out his bowells into facha maffe wherein 
himfelfe is buried. It wearieth men out, and fuck- 
eth away the Radical ftrength inthe fervice of it, 
and yet never giveth them over, but as Pharaohs 
taskmafters exacted the bricke when they had taken 
| away the ftraw ; fo luft doth confume and weaken 
naturall ftrength, inthe obedience of it:and yet 
when wature is exhaufted, the ftrength of a? is as 
| great, and the Commands as tyrannousas ever be- 

fore. /fay 57.10. Fer.2.25. Weare todiftinguith 
| betweene the vital! force of the faculties, and the 
Activity of luft which fets themon worke ; that de- 
| caies and haftens to death, but finne retaines its 
| ftrength and vigour ftill; nothing kills that but the 


ofthe ftrength of finne; the more any manin any 
luft whatfoever,makes himíelfe a fervant of finne, 
and the more bufie and ative he is in that fervice: 
the more will it eate into him and confume him, as 
the hotter the feaver is the fooner is the body.wa- 
fted and dried up by it. 


Fourthly, 
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_ Fourthly, Deformity. Sickneffe withereth the 
beauty of the body, maketh it of a glorious a 
ghaftly and loathíome fpe&acle. Come to the 
comlieft perfon living after a long and pining 
fickneffe, and you will not finde the man in his 
owne fhape , a wan countenance, a fhriveled feh, 
a leane vifage, a hollow and ftanding 'eye, a trem- 
bling hand, a ftammering tongue, a bowed backe, 
a feeble knee, a fwelled belly, nothing left bucthe 
ftakes ofthe hedge anda few finewes to hold them 
together. Behold here the picture of a finner, fivel- 
led with pride, pined with envie, bowed with earth- 
lines, wafted and eaten up with luft, made 'as ftin- 
king and unfavoury as a dead. Carcaffe. Pfal. 14. 
3. Exek.16. 4. When thou feelt an wamercifull 
man, that hath no compaffion left in him, thinke 
thou faweft Fudas or King Feboram, whole fore 
difeafe made his bomells fallout. 2 Chron. 21. 19. 
When thou fzeft a worldly man, whof heart is glu- 
ed to earthly things, thinke upon the poore 
woman who was bewed together and could not lift 
up her felfe. Luke. 13. 11. When thou feeftan 
Hypocrite walking crooked and unevenly in the 
wayes of Gad, thinke upon Mephibofbeth or Afa, 
lame, halting, difeafed in their feer. When thou 
feelt a proud ambitious man,thinke upon Herod cat- 
enup with vermine. O if the difeafes of the foule 
could come forth and fhew themfelves inthe body, 
and worke fuch deformity there (where it would 
‘not doe the thoufandth part fo much hurt) as they 
doe within : if a man could in the glaffe ofthe 
word feethe uglines of the one, as plainely asina 
ma- 
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materiall glaffe the foulnes of the other, how 
would this make him crie out, my /ead, my head : 
my bowells, my bewells : my leanenes, my leanents : 
uncleane, uncleane ? No manthinkes any fhape ugly 
enough to reprefent a divell by ; yet take him in his 
naturals, and he was a moft glorious Creature: 
it is finne that turnes him into a Serpent or Dragon, 
There is fomething of the mox/ter in every finne; 
the belly or the feete fet in the place of the head or 
heart; fenfuall and worldly Zøfts fet up above Rea- 
fon, and corrupt Reafon above Grace. $ 
Now becaufe the ficknes here fpoken of is a 
falling ficknes, and thatthe worft kinde of Fall, not 
‘forward in our way or race, as every good man 
fometimes falls, where a man hath the helpe of his 
knees and hands to breake the blow, to prevent or 
leffen the hurt, and to make him to rife againe ; 
but old Elies fall, a falling backward, wherea man 


Cecidimus fae | can. put forth no part to fave the whole, and fo 


doth more dangeroufly breake and bruife himfelfe 
thereby : Therefore as it is a fickwes which requires 


folum inguina- | curing, fo it is a wound which requires healing and 


binding. The Ancients compare it to falling into a 


: . | pit full ofdirt and (tones. Where aiman doth not 
dard onely defile, but miferably breake and bruife him- 


felfe. There is contritio, folutio continui, (uppuratio, 
fanies dre. Allthe evills of a dangerous and mor- 


pariter et lapi- | tall wound. 


dibus plenum, | — Addeto all this, Thar in this difeafed and woun- 
captivi, inqui- 


ded condition, 1 A man hath 70 power to heale or 
to helpe himfelfe, but in that refpe& he muft cry 4 
| out with them in the Prophet, My wound is incura- 


aA ble 
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ble and refufeth to be healed, Jer.15. 18. 

Secondly, he hath e defire, no will, no thought 
to enquire or fend after a Phyfician who may heale 
him:but is well contented rather to continue as he 
is, then to be put to the paine and trouble ofa cure, 
and pleaícth himfelfe in the goodneffe of his owne 
condition, Rev. 3.17. Matth.9.12. 

Thirdly, He is i» the hands of. bis cruell enemy, 
who takes no pitty on him, but by flattery and ty- 
ranny, and new temprations,continually cherifheth 
the difeafe, 2 Tim.2.26. 

Fourthly, when the true Phyfician comes,he huts 
the dore againít him, refufeth his counféll,rejecteth 
his receipts, quarrels with his medicines ; they are 
too bitter, or too ftrong and purging , or too fharp 
and fearching , he will noc be healed at all except 
ic may behis own way,Prov.1.24,25. 2 Chron. 36. 
16. Ezek. 24.13, Matth. 33.37. Fer.13.11. Thus 
we havetaken a view of the Patient, Sick, weake, 

ained, confumed, deformed , wounded, and [ore- 
Drüedovirhost power or helpat bome without friends 
abroad: no fence of danger, o defire of change: 
patient of his difeafey inpatient of his cure: but one 
meanes inthe world to helpe him, and he unable 
to procure it; and being offered to him, unwilling 
to entertaine it. who can expeét after all this, but to 
heare the knell ring, and to feethe grave opened 
for fucha fick perfon as this ? 

Now let us take a view of the Phyfician. Surely 
anordinary one would be fo farre from vifiting 


this, he would quite forfake him: As their ufè isto 
Li leave 


fucha Patient, that in fo defperate a condition as | 
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leave their Patients when thy lie a dying. Here 
| then obfervethe fingular goodneffe of this Phy- 
fician.' 

|. Firft, though other Phyficians judge of the dif- 
| eafe when it is broughtunto them, yet the Patient 
firft feels it and complaines of it himfelfe ; but this 
Phyfician giveth the Patient the very feeling of. 
his difeafe, andis faine to take notice of that as 
well as to tninifter the cure. He went on frowardly 
in the way of his heart, faith the Lord, and pleafed 
himfclfe in his owne ill condition, J have feene bis 
way, and will heale bim, Ilai. 57,17-18. 

Secondly, other Patients fend for the Phyfici- 
an, and ufe many intreaties to be vifited and under- 
taken by him. Here the Phyfician comes unfent| 
for, and intreates the fick perfon to be healed. The| 
worldis undone by falling off from God, and yet) 
God isthe firit that begins the reconciliation; and) 
the ftick of itis inthe world, and not in him: and. 
therefore there is a great Emphafis in the Apoftles 
expreffion, God was in Chrift reconciling the world 
to him(elfe, not himfelfe unto the world; He iptreats 
su tobe reconciled, 2'Cor.5.19.20. Heis found of 
them that fought him not, Ifai-65.1. and his office 
is f onelyte fave, but to feeke that which was 

oft. 

Thirdly, other Phyficiansare well ufed, and en- 
tertained with refpe@ and honour. but our Patient 
here negle&s and mifüfeth his Phyfician, falls 
from him, betakes himfelfe unto Mountebanks and 
Phyficians of no value:yet he infifts on his mercy, | - 
and comes when he is forfaken, when he is ue 

5 ed. 
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npon Hossan. Qhap t4. Ver. 4. — 8 | 


led, Ihave fpread out my hands all the day unto a 
Rebelliows people, Vai. 65.2. 
Fourthly, other Phyficians have ufually ample | medicos Civi- 
and honourable rewards forthe attendance they s donans 
ive, butthis Phyfician comes onely out of love, | sicron. in Jo 
tales freely, nay is bountifull to his Patient , doth | lio. cap. 42. 
not onely heale him, but beftows gifts upon him, M ead 
ives the vifit, gives the phyfick , fends the mini- | tibus ; fon Ta- 
ers and fervants who watch and keep the Patient. bt pecuniam 

Laftly, Other Phyficians prefcribe a bitter poti- qe d 
on for the fick perfon to take; this Phyfician drink- | li... 
eth of the bittereft himfelfe , others pre/cribe the 
fore to be launced, this Phyfician is wounded and 
fmitten himfelf: others order the Patient to bleed, 
here the Phyfician bleeds himfelfe: yea he is not 
onely the Phyfician but the Phyfick, and gives him- 
felfe, his own fieth, his own blood, for a purgative, | 
a cordiall, a plaifter to the foul of his Patient; Dies 
himfelfe,that his Patient may live,and by bis fripes 
we are healed, airs 3.5. 

We fhould fromallthislearne, | Firft, to ad-| seg 1$. 
mirethe unfearchable Riches of the mercy of our : 
God, who is pleafed in our mifery to prevent us 
with goodneffe, and when we neither felt our dif- 
eafe, nor defired a remedy, is pleafe.‘ to convince us 
of out finnes, Thos haft fallen by thine iniquity - 
To invite ws vo repentance, O Ifrael returne unto the 
Lord thy God: To put words $nto our mouth , and to 
draw our petition torus, Take with jon words, and 
fay unto him, take away all inignity, &c. To furnifs 
su With arguments, we are fatherlefe, thou art mer- 
| sifall: To incowrage us with promifes, J will heale, 
1 Liz Twill i" 
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Iwill love, 'Togiveus his Miniftersto proclame, 
and his Spirit to apply thefe mercies untous. Ifhe 
did not convince us that iniquity would bea downs 
fall and a ruine unto us, Ezek. 18. 30. we fhould 
hold it faft, and be pleafed with our difeafe , like a 
madde man that quarrels with his cure,and had ra- 
ther continue mad then be healed, 727.3. 19,20,21. 

If being convinced,he did not javite us to repen- 
tance, we fhould runaway from him as Adam did. 
No man loves to be in the company of an Enemy, 
much leffe when that enemy is a Fudge. They. 
have turned their back unto me , and not their face, 
Jer.2.27. Adam will hide himfelfe from the pre- 
fence of the Lord, Gen. 3.8. and Cain will goe out 
from the prefence of the Lord, Gen.4.16. Guilt can- 
not lookeupon Majeftie; ftubble dares. not come 
necre the fire; If we be in our fins we cannot ftand 
before God, Ezra9.15. 

If being invited, he did not pat words into our 
mouthes, we fhould not know what to fay unto him. 
We know not wherewith to come before the Lord, 
orto bow before the high God, if he doe not fhew 
us what is good. Mic.6. 6, 8. Where God isthe 
Judge (who cannot be mocked or deceived, who 
knoweth all things ; and if our heart condemne us, 
he is greater then our heart, and where ever we 
hide,can finde us out, and make our finne to finde 
ustoo. Gal. 6. 7. 1 Fohn 3. 20. Num. 32. 23.) 
where I fay this God is the Judge,there guilt ftop- 
peth the mouth, and maketh the finner fpcechleffe. 
Math, 22. 12. Rom, 3. 19. Nay the beft of us know 
not what to pray as we ought, except the Spirit be 
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pleafed ta helpe our infirmities. Rom. 8.26. When 
-|.we are taught what to fay, If God doe sot withdraw 
Ais anger, we fhall never be ableto reafon with 
him. Fob. 9. 13, 14. Withdram thine band from me, 
let not thy dread make me'afraide, then 1 will anfwer, 
then Lwill (peake. Fob. 13.21, 22. If he doe not re- 
veale mercte, if he doe not promife love or healing; | 
ifhedoe not make itappeare that he is a God that 
heareth prayers , flefh will not dare to come ncere 
unto him. 2. $47. 7. 27. Wecan never pray, till | 
we can cry Abba father; we can never call unto 
him but in the mwltitude of bis mercies. Asche earth 
is fhut and bound up by froftand cold, and putteth 
not forth her pretious fruits. till the warmth and 
heatof the Summer call them out : fothe heart 
under the cold affe&ions of teare and guilt, under 
the darke apprehenfions of wrath and judgement, 
is fo contracted that it knowes not to draw neere to 
God; but when mercie fhines, when the love of 
God is. fhed abroade in it, then alfo is the heartit 
felfe fhed abroade and enlarged to powre out it 
felfe unto God. Even when 4i/freffed finners pray, 
their prayer proceedes from apprehenfions of mercy, 
for prayer isthe child of faith. Rom. 10. 14. Fam. 
5. 15. and the object of faith is mercy. 

Secondly , The way to prize this mercie is to 
grow acquainted with our owne fickneffe ; to fee our 
face in the glaffe ofthe law : to confider how odi- 
ous it renders us to God : how defperately mifera- 
ble in our felves. The deeper the fenfe of mifery, the | 
higher the eftimation of mercy, Whenthe Apoftle 


Jooked on himfelfe as the vafe of fianers, then he 
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accounted it a faying worthy of all Acceptation that 
Chrift Fe{us came into the world to fave finners. 1. 
Tim. 1. 15. Till we be ficke and weary, we fhall not 
Jooke after a Phifisian to heal and cafe m. Math. 9. 
12. 11: 28. till we be pricked in our bearts, we thall 
not be hafty to enquire after the meanes of Salvati- 
on. Ads. 2. 37. Though the proclamation of par- 
don be made to AT, that will, Revel. 22.17. Yet 
none are willing till they be brought to extreami- 
ties:as men caft not their goods intothe fea, till 
they fee they muft perifh themfelves ifthey doe 
not. Some men muft, be bound before they 
can be cured. All that God doth tous in converfi- 
on,he doth moft freely : bur a giftisnot a gift till 
it be received. Rom. 5.17. Foha 1. 12. and we natu- 
rally refùfe and reje& Chrift when he is offered. 
lfay. 53. 3. Fohn t. 11. becaufe he is not offered 
| but upon thefe termes, that we deny our felves, and 
take up a Cro[fe, and follow bim. Therefore we mult 
| be wrought upon by {ome terresr or other.2 Cer.5.. 
11. When we finde the wrath of God abiding up- 
| onus, and our foules fhut underit as ina prifon, 
Fobn 3. 36.Gal. 5. 22. and the fire ofit working 
and boyling like poifon in our confciences, then we 
fhallvalue mercie, and cry for it as the Propher 
doth, Meale me O Lord,and I [ball be healed, Saveme 
and 1 [ball be faved, for thou art my prayfe. Fer 17.14. 
Things acceffary are never valued to their uttermoft 
but in extremities. When there is a great famine in 
| Samariaan Affes head (which at another time is 
| thrown out for carrion) will be more worth,then in 
| a plentifull feafon the whole body ofan Oxe. Nay 
hunger 


upon Hosean. Chapa. Pes 


hunger fhall in {uch a cafe overvote nature,and de- 
youre the very tender love of a mothersthe life of a 
child fhall not be fo deare ro the heart as his fefh 
to the belly ofa pined parent,» King.6,25,28. As 
fooneasa man as a fhipwrack,a famine, a hell 
in his foul , till Chrift fave, feed, deliver it, imme- 
diarely Chrift will be the defire of that foule, and 
noth'ng in Heaven orearth valued in comparifon 
ofhim, Thenthat which was efteemed the foolifh- 
ne[[e of preaching before, fhall be counted the power 
of God, and rhe wi [dome of Gad; then every one of 
Chrifts ordinances ( which are the waters of the 
Temple, for the bealing of the Ses,that is, of many 
people, Exek.47-8. and the Leaves of the Tree of 
Life, whichare for the bealing of the Nations, Re- 
vel.22.2. andthe freames of thar Fountaine which 
is opened in Ifrael udo and far uncleane([e,Zach.1 
1. and the wings of the Sun of Riz bteon[ne[fe v here- 
by he conveyeth healing tohis Church, Mal. 3-2.) 
{hall be efteemed, as indeed they are, the Riches, 
the Glery, the Treafure,the feat, «he phyfick, the 
falvation of fuchatoule, Rom. 11. 12. Ephef. 3. 8- 
2 Cer.3,8-11. 2 Cor.4.6.7. l[ai.25.6. Rcvel.19,9. 
Luke 4.18. Hebr. 2. 3. James 1.21. Fohn 12. 50. 
Als 28.28. Anda man will waite on them with 
as much diligence and attention, as ever the impo- 
tent people did at the poole of Bethefda, when the 
Angel ftirred che water; and endure the healing fe- 
verity of them , not onely with patience, buc with 
leveand thankfulneffe ; fuffer reafon to be capiiva- 
ted, Wil to be croffed, high imaginations to be caít 
down,cverythought to be fubdued,con.cience to be 
| fearched, 
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fearched, heart to be purged, luft to be cut off and 
mortified in all things will fucha ficke foule be 
contented to be dicted, reftrained and ordered by 
the Counfell ofthis heavenly Phyfician. 

Iris herenextto be noted that God promifeth 
to heale their Back-/lidings. The word imports a 
departing from God, ora turning away againe. It 
is quite contrary in the formall nature of it unto 
faith and Repentance, and implies that which the 
Apoftle calls a Repenting of Repentance, 2 Cor. 7.10. 
By faith we come to Chrift, Fohn 6: 37. and cleave 
to him, and lay bold upon him. Heb: 6.18. Ifay: 56: 
2:6. butby this we depart, and draw backe from 
him, and let him goc. Heb: 10: 38: 39. By the one 
we prize Chrift as infinitely pretious, and his ways 
as holy and good. Phil: 3.8.2 Pet: x. 4. bytheo- 
ther we vilifie and fet them at nought, ftumble at 
them, as waiesthat doe not profit. Math: 21- 42; 
Adds: qs X1. 1 Petz a. 7, 8. Job: a1. 14.15. For, 
man having approved of Gods waies, and entred 
into covenant with him, after this to goe from his 
word, and fling up his bargaine, and ftart afide 
like a deceitfull bow :.of all other difpofitions of 
the Soule this is one ofthe worft, todeale with 
our finnes as Ifrael did with their fervants. Fer.34. 
10,11. difmiffe them and then take them again. It is 
the fad fruite of an evill and unbeleeving heart. Heb: 
3: 12.2 And:God threatneth fuch perfons to /eade 
them forth with the workers of iniquity. Pfal. 125.5. 
ascattellare led to flaughter, or malefa&tours to 
exeeution. And yet we here fee God promifeth 
Healing unto fuch finners. 


For 


e 

For underftanding whereof we are to know that 

`| there isa Twofold Apoftacie. The one out of Impo- 
tencyof Affection, and prevalency of laft, drawing 
the heart to looke towards the old pleafures thereot 

"| againe, and it isa Recidivation or Relap/e into a for- 
mer fintull condition out of forgetfullnes and falf- 
nes of heart, for want of the feare of God to bal- 
lance the Confcience, and to fixe and unite the 
heart untohim. Which wasthe frequent finne of 
Iftael, to make many promifes and Coyenants un- | « Eorum qui | 

to God, and tobreake them as falt, Jade. 2. 18.19. pug 
Pfal. 106. 7,8,9.12,13* And this 4falling from | erin, amem 
our firff ove,growing cold and flack in duty,break- | milectionese 
ing our engagements unto God, and returming a- | juscxperti font, 
gaine to folly, though it be like a Relapfe after a | rain: jum 

difeafe exceeding dangerous, yet Godiis fometimes | fave, etenus 
plealed to forgive and heale it. irs pria 
‘The other kinde of Apoftacy, is proud and malici- | tam ex conto. 
ows, when after the Taf of tbe gaod word of God, and | iones. acce- 
the powers of the world to come, menfetthem({elves | Era; EG 
to hate, oppofe, perfecute Godlines, to doe defpight | inquam copiots 
to tbe [pirit of grace, xo ‘Aing off the holy ftri&nes | Relempio cf: 
of Chrifts yoake, to fell againft the fearching | sot convene 
power of his word, to trample sipon she bloud ofthe | cm finm pec 
Covenant and when they ‘know the fpirituallnes | sts implicon- 
| [and holines of Gods waies, the innocencie and pi> | «y.» dep a 

ety of his fervants, doe yer notwithftanding fer 


polt miffam 
: : j | manum ad ara- 
themfelves againft chem fer that reafon though un- [mum ^ ren 
3 nion as f refpiciunt tepi- 
i ct carnales Gi --Eorum ditiqne per paucos inyegias; qui. poft bac redesnt in gradum 
I edit NATI ers artum atReR SHARE 
feae Ito. n. diutius cS diffi- ilius. Bernard. (erm. 3. in Vi- 
gil vid, Ter. 35. in Cant. Aug, de ciy. dei. lib. 16. cap; 32. Mid. Pelut l. 1. ep 13. 
] Mm er 
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Vid, Idor.Pe- 
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Bega, Calvin, 

Cartbwrigh:, a> 

gainft che Rhe- 
+ ^] mifts.Chemnit. 
Deodati. 


that may be pardoned : but to fpeate againft ee Spi- 


“open enemies of Chiift inthe one, nor 
"profeffours: of Chrift in the erber, com- 
ing thís inne, (hould be capsbleot pardon. 
"This do&tine of Apoftacy or Back-fliding is 
wWotthy of amore large explication: but having 
hatidled-it formerly on nar. 3.42. I fhall adde 
battwo words more. 
Firft,chat we Mould beware above all other firs, 
of this, of fallime in foule ds old Ely did in body, 
backward, and fo hazarding our falvation; if once 
wehave faken hands with [inne , never take ac- 
quaintance with it any more, but fay as 7frac/ lere, 
What have lio do asy more with Idols ? The Church 
fhould be like Monnt Sion that cannot be moved. Yc 
istafad and fick temper of a Church to toffe from 
On€ fide to ‘another, and then’ efpecially when ‘fhe 
fhould be healed, to be pois about with every 
winde. 
Secondly, we fhould not be fo rerrifiedby any 
finne; which our foule mournes arid labours under, 
and our heart curneth from, as thereby to’ be with- 
held from going tothe Phyfician for pardon and 
healing. Had he not great power and mercy , did 
le not Jove freely, without refpec& of perfons, and 
ardon freely without tefpeS'of finnes, we might 
+ then be affraid of going to him » but when he ex- 
tendeth forgiveneffe to ail kindes, iniquity, tranf- | 
gre(sion, finne,Exod.3 4:6.and hathadually pardo- 
{ned the zreate/t finners, Manalfes, Mary Magdalen, 
. -| Paul, Publicans, hatlors, back-flidets; we fhould | 
"| though not prefume hereapon to turne Gods mer- 
cy into poyfon, and his-grace into wantonetf- (for 
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Sed. 18. 
Cum quis 
propter nullam 
aliam caufam 
donat quam ut 
libertatem & 
munificentiam 
exerceat, Hzc 
proprie Donatio 
appellatur. 
Julian. D. de 
Donationibus. 
lib, 


mercy it felfe will not fave thofe finners that hold 
faft finne, and will not forfake it) yet take heed of 
defpairing, or entertaining low thoughts of the 
love and mercy of God; for fuch examples as theíc 
are fet forth for the incouragement of all that (ball 
ever beleeve unto eternall life, s Tim.1.16. Andthe 
thoughts and waies which God hath. to. pardon fin, 
are above our shoughts and waies, whereby we looke 
on them in their guilt and greatneffe, many times, 
as unpardonable: and therefore. are fitt. matter. for 
our: faith, even againft fenfe, to.beleeve ; and rely 
upon, Jf4i. 55.57.58. 

Now followeth the. fountaine of this mercy. 
1 will love them freely] Gods love is a moft tree 
and bounrifull love, having no. motive or founda-: 
tion but within it felfe, and his freelove and grace 
isthe ground of all his other mercies to his peo- 
ples be fheweth mercy on whom and becanfe hewill 
Jhew mercy. From the beginning to the end of our | 
falvation,nothing is primarily a&ive but free gracé. | 
Freely loved, Deut. 7.7.8. Freely chofen, Ephef. 1. 
5.6. Chrift the gift of free love, John 3.16, His 
obedience freely accepted fox us, and beftowed up- 
on us,Rom.5 .15.18.Fuftification free Rom. 3: 24+ 
Adoption free,Ephef.1.5. Faith and repentance free, 
Phil.1.29. 2 Tim.2.25. Good workes feis Ephef.2. 
10. Salvation free, Tit.3.5. AQS 15.1:. Thus the 
foundation of all mercies is free love. Wedo not 
firfl giveto God that he may render to us againe. 
We turne, we pray, we covenant, we repent, we are 
holy, we are healed, onely becaue he loves us : and 
he loves us, not becaufe he fees any thing lovely or 


amiable 
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| amiable in us, but becaufe he will thew the afo- 
lutenefe of his owne will, and the wnfearchablene[e 
bof his owne Counfell towards us. We are not ori- | 
ginally denominated Good by any thing which | 
floweth from ws, or is done by ws : but by that which 
is beftowed upon us. Our goodneffe is not the motive 
of his love, but His love the fountaine of our | 
goodneffe. None indeedare healed and faved, but 
thofe that repent and returne ; but repentance ison- 
ly eondition,and that freely given by God, difpo- 
‘fing the fubject for falvation , not a Cav(z moving 
‘or procuring Godto fave'us. It is neceífary as the 
meanes tothe end, notas che canfe to tbeeffeit. That 
which lookes leaft free of any other a& of God, 
His rewarding of obedience, is alland enely mercy. 
When we fow in tighteoufneffe, we muft reape rn 
mercy, Hof. 10.12. When he rendreth according to 
‘our workes, it is becaufe of his mercy, Pfal.62.12. 


Thisis the folid bottome and foundation of all | 


Chriftian comforts, that God: loves freely. Were 
his love to ustobe meafüred by our fruitfulneffe 
or catriages towards him, each houre and moment 
might ftagget our hope but he is therefore plea- 
"fed to have it all of Grace, that the premife might be 
fure, Rom. 4; 16. ‘This comforts us againit the 
guilt of the greateft fins; for love and free grace 
| cangarden whacit will; - This comforts usagainft 
| theaccufatioris of Satani drawne from our own wx- 
worthinel[e.: Tis crue, Tam 'ünvorthy, and 'Satan 
cannot fhew me unto my fel£ more vile, then with- 
out his accufations I will acknowledge my felte to 


be: burthat /evethat gave Chrif freely, doth give 
2 in 
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in him more worthineffe then there is or can be 
unworthineffe in me. This comforts us iathe afl- 
fured hope of Glory , becaufe when heloves he loves 
to the end, and nothing can. [eparate from bu. love. 
This comforts us in all afflictions, that the free love 
of God, who hath prodeltinaed us thereunto, will 
wifely order it all unto the good of his fer- 
vants, Kom.8.29. Hebr.12.6. 3 
Our duty therefore itis, Firft,to labour for af- 
farance of this free love. Tt will a(si/f us in all du- 
ties ; it wiil arme us againft all Temptations : Ic will 
anfwer all objections that can be made againft the 
foules peace: Ic.will fuffaine su in all covditions, 
which the faddeft of times can bring us unto. If 
| Ged be for us ,whocan be againft s ¢ Though thou- 
fands be againft us ta bate us , yer none (hall be g- 
| gainft us to Aurt us. 
Secondly, if God love ws freely, we fhould love 
sully, 1 John 4.19. and let love be the fale 


him thank, 
| to feafon all our. facrifices. » For as no benefit is 
| faving unto us which doth not proceed from Jove 
in bim, {ono duty is pleafing unto him which doth 
nor proceed from love in s, 1 Johm 5:3. . | 1 
|. Thirdly, plead this free Jove and grace in prayer? 
| when we begge pardon, nothing is¢oe great for love 
| toforgive =- When webegge grase and holineffe, 
| nothing is tee geod for love to grant. ‘Théreis mor 
any Gag Bs which faih mi anggi Sie siats 
rituall. advantages; then: the free grace and love 
= God in Chri, E Ioni 
|... Fourthly, yet we muft fo magnifie theloye of 
| God, as that we tarne not free graceinte wantonne/fe. 
There 
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| power thereof from thofe thar are under grace, a 


upon Hosean. (hap.14. Ver.2.3. 97 


There is a corrupt generation of men , whounder j 
nce of exalting grace , do put difgrace upon | 
the Law of God, by taking away the mandatory 


do&rine moft extremely contrary to the nature of 
this love. For Gods leveto us workes love in ws to 
him; and our love to him isthis, that we keepe his | 
Commandements, and to keepe a Commandement 
is to conforme and to fubje& my confcience with | 
willingneffe and delight untothe rule and precep- | 
tive power ochat commandement. Take away cha | 
obligation of the Law upon con{cience as a rule of 
life, and you take away from our love to God the 
very matter about which the obedience thereof 
fhould beconverfant. It is no diminution to love 
that a man is bound to obedience (nay it cannot be | 
called obedience if I be not bound unto it) but | 
herein the excellency of our loveto God is com- | 
mended that whereas other men are fo bound by 
the Law thatthey fretar it and fwell againft it, 
and would be glad to be exempted from it, they | 4 suplege eit 
a who love God, and know his love «o them , de- | qui DECR füp- 
light to be thus bound , and finde infinitely more | Plicii quod lex 
weetneffe in the ftri& rule of Gods holy Law, | imece luti 
then any wicked man can doe in that prefümptuous | fe fentit abiti- 
liberty wherein he allowes himfelfe to thake off | mere ab, opere 
and breake the cords of it. | oso lib c/c 
, H + | ali 
Juntate peccandi, Jn ipfa enim voluntate reus eft, qua mallet fi feri Maire ci d 
timeat , út libere faciat quod occulte defiderat. AuguR de nit. & grar. cap $7. Et in- 
fra. Omnia fiunt facilis dria. cap.cg. non eft Terribile fed Suxve mandatum. De 
Grar. Chrifti, lib. 1. cap. 13. Suave fit quod non deleétabar, De peceat. merit. & Re- 
mif. liba, cap 17. Contr.2. Epi&. Pelag. lib.i. cap.9. lib.3. cap.4. dc do&r. Chrifti, lib, 
1. €3p-15. de fpiritu & lit. cap.3- 
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Seit.19. Now laftly,when we returne with found repen- 
tance unto God, then God is pleafed to give more 
then ordinary taftes of the fweetneffe of his love, 
by removing judgements, which are the fruits of 
his Azzer,from us. This point falls in with what 
| was handled before on the fecond verfe, There- 
fore I fhall conclude with thefe two notes : 

Firft, that in all judgements God will have us 
looke on them as fruits of Pis anger, and take more 
notice in them of his difpleafure then our owne fuf- 
ferings. When wrath is gone out, the {word 
drawne, thoufands and ten thoufands flaine in our 
Coatts ; Ifrael givento the fpoile, and Facob unto 
robbers , a land fet on fire with civill fames, and 
none able to quench them , A Kingdome divided 
within it felfe, A Church which was fometimes 
the Afylum for other exild and affli&ed Chriftians 
to fly for fhelter unto, miferably torne by the foo- 
lif and unnaturall divifions of brethren, and dan- 
geroufly threatned by the policy and power of the 
common enemy who ftudies how to improve 
thefe divifions , to the ruine of thofé that foment 
them; our worke is to make this conclufion, Our 
God ss angry a God that loves freely, that is infi- 
nite in mercy and pitty, who doth not afflict wil- 
lingly , nor grieve the children of men; This 
fhould be our greateft Affliction,and the removall 
ofthis anger by an univería!! Reformation and 
converfion unto him our great: ft bufineffe. And I 
doe verily believe that Ezgldnd muft never. thinke 
of out-living or breaking thorow this anger of 
God, this criticall judzement that is upon it, o as to 

returne 
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upon Hosean. (hap.14. Ver.2.3. 
returne to that cold and formal complexion, that 
Laodicean temper that fhe was in before, till 
fhe have fo publickly and generally repented of 
all thofe civi diforders which removed the 
bounds, and brought diffipation upon publick 
juftice: and of all thofe Ecclefiafficall diforders 
which let in corruptions in doctrine , fuperfti- 
ons im worfhip, abufes in Government, dif- 
countenancing of the power of godlineffe in the 
moft zealous Profeffors of it, as thac our Re- 
formation may be as conípicuous as our difor- 
ders have been, and ic may appcare to all the 
world that God hath wafhed away the filth 
and purged the blood of England from the | 
midft thereof by the Spirit of Fudgement, and by 
the Spirit of burning. | 
| Secondly, That Gods love is the true ground of | 
‘removing Judgements in mercie from a people. 
Lerall Humane counfells be never fo decpe, and ar- 
mies never fo aétive, and cares never fo vigilant, 
and Inftruments never fo unanimous, if Gods love 
come not in, nothing of all thefe can doc a Nation | 
any good at all. Thofe that are moft interefted in | 
Gods leve,fhal! certainly be mott {ecured againft his 
Judgements. Hither our eyes, our prayers, our 
thoughts muft be dire&ed. Lord, love us, delight 
in us , choofe us for thy felfe, and then though | 
Counfells, and treafures, and armies, and men,and | 
horles, and all fecond caufes faileus, though Sa- 
than rage,and hell threaten, and the foundations of 
the earth be fhaken, though neither the Vize, nor 


the Olive, nor the figge-tree, nor the feld, nor the 
ae Nn2 psftures, 
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paftures, northe heards, nor the fall yeeld any 
fupplies, yet we will rejoyce inthe Lord, and ging 
in he God of our Salvation, finne fhall be healed, 
anger {hall be removed, nothing fhall be able to fepa- 
rate us ie the love of God which is in Chrift Fefus 
our Lørd. 
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Hosea Chap.14.ver.5.6,7. 
5. I will be as the dew unto Ifrael : be [ball grow as the 
Lilly, and caft forth bis roots as Lebanon, 
$6. His branches [ball fpread , and bis beauty [ball be 
< as the Olive Tree, and bis (nell as Lebanon, 

. They that dwell under bis [baddow, [ball retarne: 
They [ball revive as tbe Corne , and grow as the 
Pines the fent. thereof [ball bee. as tbe wine of 
Lebanon, : 


A» 


SN 
Y e 
AY 


N thefe verfes is contained Gods 
Vp 4nfwer unto the fecond parc of Zf: 
Ed raels petition, wherein they defired 
d Ea himto doe them good, or to re- 
ENS ceive them gracioufly; And here 

Tt | God promifeth them feverall fin- 
pular blefsings fer forth by feverall metaphors and 
imilitudes, all anfwering to the zame of Ephraim, 
and the ancient promifes made unto him, Deat.3 3. 
13; 17.&c, oppofite to the many contrary ew: fes 
wits å Aaa threat- 
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threatned in the former partsof the Prophecy un-| 
der metaphors of a contrary importance. Here is 
the dew of grace contrary to the morning cloud and 
the earthly dew that paffeth away,cap.13.3. Lillies, 
Olives Cedars, Vines, Spices, contrary to the Judge- 
ments of Nettle; Thornes , Thiftles,chap.9,16.10,8- 
Spreading roots contrary unto ary roots, chap.9 .16. 
A fruitful vine, bringing forth excellent wine,con- 
trary to an empty Vine bringing fruit only to zt felfe, 
that is, fo fowreand unfavoury , as are not worth 
the gathering chap. 10. 1.Corze growing,inftead of 
cora taken quite away,chap.2.9. inftead of wo falk, 
no bud, no meale,chap. 8.7. Fruit promifed inftead 
Of no fruit threatned,chap.9.16. mine promifed in 
oppofition to the failing of wine , chap. 9.2. 2.9. 
Sweet wine Oppofite to fowre drink, chap.4. 18. 
Safe dwelling inftead of no dwelling , chap. 9.3. 
Branches growing and {preading ,inftead of branches 
confumed, chap. 11.6. Green trees inftead of dry 
{prings.chap.13.15-And all thefe fruits the fraits as 
of Lebanon , which was of all other parts of that 
Country the moft fertill Mountaine , full of vari- 
ous kindes of the moft excellent Trees, Cedars, 
Cypreffe, Olive, and divers others , affording rich 
gummes and balfomes : Full alfo ofall kinds of 
the moft medicinall and aromarick herbs,fending 
forth a moft fragrant'odour, whereby all harmful! 
and venemous Creatures were driven from har- 
boring there: And in the Vallies ofthat Moun- 
taine were moit- rich grounds for Pafture , |: 
Corne , and Vineyards, as the Learned. in their 


igi of the holy:band have obferved. 
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The Originall of all thefe bleffings is the bez- 
venly dem ot Gods grace and favour (alluding to | 
that abundance of dew which fell on that Moun- 
taine, ) defcending upon the Church, as upon a 
garden bringing forth Lillies, as upon a Forreft , 
ftrengthning the Cedars, as upona Vineyard, (prea- 
ding abroad the branches , as upon an Olive yard, | 
making the trees thereof green and fruttfull, and | 
as on a rich field, reviving the Corn. Here is fpi- 
rituall Zeauty,the beauty of the Lillie,exceeding 
that of Solomon in all his glory ; fpirituall tadility, 
the rootes of the Cedars , and other goodly txees 
in that mountaine ; fpirituall odors, the {pices of 
Lebanon ; fpirituall frsitfulneffe and that of all 
forts and kinds for the comfort of life. The fruit 
of the field , bread to firengthen , the fruit of the 
Olive trees, oyle to refre[b . the fruit of the vine- 
yard, wine to make glad the heart of man, P fal, 
104. 15. " 

Wee efteeme him a very rich man, and moft baie 
excellently accommodated, who hath gardens for asco dupe 

Icafure,and fields for corne and pafture and woods +s, zu Atp- 

or fuell, for ftructure, for defence, for beauty and 42+? in o- 
delight : and Vineyards for wine and oyle, and all |" «fete 
other conveniences both for the neceffities and de- | : E ar, 
fights of a plentifull life. Thus is the Church PR Ju 
here fet forth unto us as fuch a wealthy man, fur-| sa Sa 
niíbed with the unfearchable riches of Chrift , lania © 
with all kinde of bleffings both for fan&ity and | gausis nàr 
- |fafetys as the Apoftle praifeth God the father of iuez:quor.A- 
our Lord Jefus Chrift, who hath bleffed us with ‘ren ib. n 
all fpirituall blefsings in heavenly places in Chrift, yty, "27 

Aaa 2 Vid. | Cenfibus. 
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viz. Ele&ion to eternall life, adoption to the 
condirion of fonnes , and to a glorious inheri- 
tance, redemption from mifery unto bleffedncffe , 
remiffion of finnes , knowlegde of his will, holi- 
neffe and u:blameableneffe of life , and the feale 
ofthe Holy Spirit of promife ,as we finde them 
particularly enumerated, Eph. 1.3,13. 
§. a. | The words thus opened doe firt afford us one 
1 | generall Obfervation,in that God fingleth out fo 
| many excellent good things by name in relation 
to thar general petition, Doe us good, That God 
many times anfwereth prayer abundantly beyond 
the petitions of his people- They prayed at large 
| only for good, leaving it (as it becommeth us who 
| know not alwayes what is good for our felves) to 
| his holy will and wifedome in what mamner and 
meafure to doe good unto them : Andhe anfwers 
them zz particular with all kinde of good things. 
Asin the former petition they prayed in generall 
for the forgivenefie of finne, pos God in particu- 
lar promifeth the healing of their Rebellions 
| which was the greateft oftheir finnes. God many 
times anfwers tlie prayers of his people, as he did 
|the feed of Ifaac, Gen. 26.12. with an hundred fold 
jencreafe. As Gods word never returns empty un- 
| to him, fo the prayers of his fervants never return 
|emptyunto them; and ufuallythe crop of prayer 
jis greater then the feed outof which itgrew, as 
the putting in of a little water into a Pumpe 
makes way to the drawing out of a great deale 
more. Ifaac and Rebecca had lived twenty yeares 
together without any children , and he grewnow 
in 


mec 


| 


- upon Hosea Cbap-14. verf. 5,6,7- 


for he was forty yeares old before he 
Eran be folemnly prayes to God in: 
bebalfe of his Wife, becaufe thee was barren, | 
. [and God gave him more then it is probable bee 
expected, forhe gave him two fozzes at a birth, 
Gen.25. 21, 32. As the cloud which rifeth out ot 
the earth many times in tbinne and infenfible va- 
pors, falleth dowae in grear and abundant 
fhowres : fo our prayers whichafcend weak and | 
narrow, return with a full and enlarged anfwer. | 
God deales in this point with his children, as 7o- 
[eph did with his brethren in Egypt; hedid not 
only put corne into their Sacks, but returned the 
money which they brought to purchafe ir, Gez.42. 
25.S0 he dealt with solomon, he did not onely give 
him wifedome and gifts of government , which he 
asked, but further gave him both riches and honour, 
which he asked not, 1 King.3.13. The people | 
of Jfrael when they were diftrcfled by the Ammo- 
nites, befought the Lord for belp ; he turns back 
their prayers , and fends them to their Idols to 
help thems they humble themfelves, and put away 
their Idols, and pray againe, and the higheft! 
pitch that their petitions mounted unto was, Lora | 
wee have finned, doe unto us wba'foever feemeth good 
unto thee, only deliver us mee pray thee this day, Ludg. 
10.15.and God did anfwer this prayer beyond the 
contents of it ; hee did not onely deliver them 
from the Enemy, and fo fave them, but fübdued 
the Enemy under them, and delivered him into | 
their hands; he did not only give them the relicfe 
they defired, but a glorious victory beyond their 
j defires 
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lis Iudg. 11.22. God deales with his fervants 
as the Prophet did with the woman of Shunem ; 
when be bid her ask what fhee needed, and tell him 
what (hee. would have him doe for the kindneffe 
fhe bad dore to him,and thee found not anything 
to requeft at his hands, he fends for her againe,and 
makes her a free promife of that which fhee mof 
wanted and defired, and tells her that God would 
give her a fonne, 2 King.4.16. So many times 
God is pleated to give his fervants fuch things as 
they forget to ask,or gives them the things which 
they ask, in a fuller meafurethen their own defires 
durft to propofe them. David in his troubles 
asked life of God , and would have efteemed it a 
great mercy only to have been delivered fromthe 
feare ofhis Enemies, and God doth not only an- 
fiver him according to the defire of his heart in 
that praevia, and above it too, for he gave him 
length of dayes for ever and ever; but further 
fetled the Crowne upon his head, and added 
honour and majefy unto his life, Pfal, 21. 2, 
3» 455+ 
And the Reafons hereof are principally two. 
1 We beg of God according to the fenfe and 
knowledge which we have of our own wants, and 
according to the meafüre of that Love which we 
beare unto our felves. The greater our loveis to 
our felves, the more active and importunate will 
our petitions be for fach good things as we need : 
But Godanfwers prayers according to bis know- 
ledge of us, and according to the Love which hee 
beareth unto us. Now Godknowes what things 
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we want much better then we do our felves, and | 
he loves our foules mach better then we love them | 
our felves, and therefore he gives us more and | 
betrer things then our own prayers know how to 
ask of him. A little childe will beg none but 
trifles and- mean things of his father bécaufe he 
hath nor underftanding to look higher, or to va- 
lue things that are more excellent ; but his father 
knowing better what is good for him, beftows on 
him education, traines himunto learning and ver- 
tue, that lie may be fit to manage and enjoy that 
inheritance which he provides for him : fo, wee 
know not what to ask as we ought, Rom. $.26. and 
when we do know, our fpirits are much ftraitned, 
we have but a fizite and arrow love unto our felves, 
| But Gods knowledge is infinite, and his love is in- 
finite, and according unto thefe are the diftribu- | 
tions of his mercy. Even the Apoftle himfelfe 
when he was in affli&ion, and buffetted by the 
meflenger of Satan, and vexed wich a thorn in his | 
flefh , befought the Lord for nothing but that it 
might depart from him; but God hada farre better 
aníwer in flore to the Apoftles prayer,and purpo- 
fed to do more for him then he defired, namely to | 
| give hima fuffictency of grace to fapporthim,and to | 
magnify his frength in the infirmity of his fervant, 
2Cor.12.9. When the Prophet had encoura- 
ged men to (eek the Lord, and to turn unto him, 
and that upon this affürance, that he will not only 
heare petitions for mercy and forgiveneffe, but 
will multiply to pardon, that is, will pardon more 
finnes then we canconfeffe (for with him there is 
S not 
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notonly mercy, but plezteous redemption, P fal. 1 30. 
| 72 he farther ftrengthneth our faith and encou- 
| rageth oar obedience unto this duty, by the con- 
| fideration of the thoughis of God, to wit, his 
| thoughts of love, mercy, and peace towards us; 44y 
| thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your mayes 
| my wayes faith the Lord s for as the heavens are higher 

then the earth, fo are my mayes higher then your wayes, 
| and my thoughts then your thoughts, Efa. 5 5.7.8.9. 
| He can pardon beyond our petitions, becaufe his 
| thoughts of mercy towards us are beyond our ap- 
| prehenfions. See the like place /er.29.10,11,12. 
§. 4. 2. God anfwers prayers not alwayes with re- 

| fpe& to the narrow compaffe of our weak defires, 

| but with refpe& to his ow» honour, and to the de- 

| claration of his own greatneffe : for he promifeth 
to heare us that wee may glorify bim, Pfal. 50. 15. 
Therefore he is pleafed to exceed our petitions, 
|and to do for us abundantly above what we ask or 
| Tiinus mG | think, that our hearts may be more abundantly en- 
may piney die | larged, and our mouthes wide opened in rendring 
view Q- ap- | honour unto him. When Perillus a favourite of 
| za diis Suya- | Alexander, begged of him a portion for his daugh- 

a mis ters, the King appointed that fifty Talents (hould 
nay mt azdey, | De given unto him,and he anfivered that ten would 
turd 5 givay-\e füfficient ; the King replied that ten were 
1G izard 39 enough for Perillus toask, butnct enough for 4- 
See. Zo yé | lexander to grant: So God is pleafed many times 
fon «C2 * to give more then we ask, that we may look upon 
iwi ^ wx | ir not only asan atof mercy, but asan a& of ho- 
ieri Jiru» nour; and to teach usin allour prayers to move 


pre. | God aswell by his glory as by his mercy: So Mofes 
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did , when he prayeth for pardon unto Ifrael, left 
Gods Name fhould be blafphemed, Num. 14. 15,16, 
17. So Zofbua did when Ifrael turned their backs 
before their enemies , what wils shou do unto thy 
great Name? Iofb.7.9. So Solomon in his prayerat 
the dedication of the Temple, Heare thou ix hea- 
ven thy dwelling place, and do according to all that | 
the ftranger calleth to thee for, that all the people of 
the earth may know thy Name, « Kings 8.43. So | 
David in his for /frael, and for the performance of 
Gods promife to the feed of David, ro as thou haft 
faid, let it even be eftablifhed, that thy Namemay bee 
magnified for ever. y Chron, 17. 23,24. SO Afa, O 
Lord thou art our God, let not man prevail againft 
thee, 2 Chron. 14. 11. So Iebofopbat, Art not thou 
God in heaven 2 and ruleft not thou over all the king- 
doms of the Heathen? and in tbine band is there not 
power and might, fo that none is able to withftand 
thee? ec. 2. Chron.20.6. So Hezekiah when he 
{pred the blafphemies of Seznachesib before the 
Lord, O Lord our Ged, fave us from bis band, that all | 
the kingdomes of the earth may know that thou art the 
Lord, even thou only. Ifay 37.20. Sothe Church 
of God in the time of diftreffe, Help us O God of 
our falvation, for the glory of thy Name, and deliver 
and purge away our finnes for thy Names fake ; wher- 
fore [bould the Heathen fay, where is their God ? P (ul. 
79+ 9,1c.. Asevery creature of God was made for | 
his glory, Prov.16.4- Kom. 11.56. fo every Attri- 
bute of God doth work and put forth it felfe for 
hisglory. If he thew mercy, it isto few the riches 
of bis glory,Rom.9.2 ane " 1,12. If he execute 
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juftice, it is to make his power known, Rom.9.17.22. 
2 Thef.1.9. When he putteth forth his power, 
and doth terrible things, it is to make his Name 
known, fay 64.1,2,3. If he engage his trutb,and 
make his promifes Yea and Amen,tt is forhis own 
glory, and that his Name may be magnified in doing 
what he bath faid, 2Cor.1.20. 2 Sam..7.25, 26, 
Exod, 3.14.15. Exod.12.4 1. Lofb.21.45. When- 
foever therefore we pray unto God , and therein 
implore his mrecy on us, his juftice on his ene- 
mies, bis truth to be fulfilled, his power, wifdome, 
or any other Attribuetó be manifefted towards his 
| people, the higheft and moft prevayling medium 
we can ufe, is the glory of his own Name ; Gods 
ultimate end in working muft needs be our ftronge/t 
argument in praying, becaufe therein it appeares 
that we feck his intereft in our petitionsas w.il, 
and above our own. 
$. 5. This ferveth firft to encourage us unto prayer, 
|becaufe God doth notonly heare and anfiwer pray- 
ets, (which isa füfficient motive unto his fervants 
to call upon him, O thou that beareff prayers, unto 
thee [ball all flefb come, Pfal. 63.2, 66.20, 86.5, 
6,7. 102. 17,) but becaufe he oftentimes exceed- 
eth the modefty, the ignorance, the fearfülneffe of 
our Requefts, by giving unto us more then wee 
ask. When poore men make requefts unto us, we 
ufaally anfwer them as the Eccho doth the voyce, 
the anfwer cuts off halfe the petition. The Hy- 
pocrite inthe Apoftle (/am. 2.15.16.) when he 
faw a brother or fifternaked or deftitute of daily 
food, would bid bim be warmed or filled, but in the 
mean 
nr i renee EEE 
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mean time give him nothing that was needfull; and 
fo wee rather mock then anfwer their requefts. 
We hall feldom finde among(t men /e/s curtefie, 
Iudg.5.25. giving milk to thofe that ask water, ex- 
ceptit beas hers was, 4» dopo, munus cum ha- 
mo, an entangling benefit, the better to introduce 
a mifchiefe: there are not many Naamans among 
us, that when you beg of them oxe Talent, will 
force youto take two, a Kings 5.23. But Gods 
anfier to. our prayers is like a multiplying glaffe, 
which renders the reque ft much greater in the az 
|fwer then it was inthe prayer. As when we caft a 
ftone into the water, though it be but little in it 
felfe, yetthe circles which come from it fpread 
wider and wider till they fill the whole pond : fo 
our petitions though very weak as they come front 
us, and craving but [ome one or othergood thing, 
yet finding way to the fountain of life, and un- 
fearchable. treafure of mercy which is in Chrift, 
are ufually anfwered wich many and more fpreading 
benefits. The Trumpet exceedingly ftrengthneth 
the voyce which paffeth reed it; it goes in 
ara narrow paflage, and the voyce is but a filent 
breath as it comes from the mouth ; but it goes 
ont wider , with a doubled and multiplyed vigour: 
| So our prayers ufually goe up narrow to God, but 
they come down with enlarged anfwers from him 
gcc s As the root is but of one colour , when 
the flower which groweth out of it is beautified 
with variety. 

Now this (hould be a great encouragement unto 
usto call upon, God = did of heart, be- 
3 Bbbz 
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caufe he multiplyeth to ovre becaufe we know 
zot the numbers of his falvation, Pfal. 7 1.15.me 
cannot count the fumme of his thoughts towards us, 
Pfal. 139.17,18. If there were any man fo weal- 
thy, that it were all one with him to give 
pounds or pence , and who ufually when he were 
asked filver, would give gold , every indigent and 
neceffitous perfon would waite upon this mans 
Mercy. Now,jit is as eafie with God to give Ta- 
lents as farthings, as eafie to over-anfwer prayers 
as to anfwer them at all. It is as eafie tothe Sunne 
to filla vafte Palace as a little clofet with light; 
aseafieto the Sea to fill a channell as a bucket 
with water. He can fatisfie with goodne[fe, and an- 
Swer with wonderfull and terrible things, fal. 65.4; 
5. Oh who would not make requefts unto fuch a 
God, whofe ufuall anfwer unto prayer is, Be it un- 
to thee as thou wilt? Math.15.28. Nay, who an- 
fiers us beyond our own wills and thoughts, Eph, 
3.20. and meafüreth forth mercy by the grearzeffe 
of his own grace, and not the #arrowne/fe of our 
defires. The * fhekell belonging to the (az8uary was 
as many learned men think, in weight douéleto 
the common fhekell which was ufed in civill mat- 
ters : To nore unto us, that as God expe&ts from 
us double the care in things belonging unto him 
above wbat wee ufe in tbe things of the world, 
fo he ufually meafüreth back double urto us a- 
gaine ; good meafure, prefJed down, fhaken together, 
and running over into our bofomes, When the man 
fick of the palfie was carried unto Chrift to bee 
healed, Chrift did beyond the expe&ation of 
thofe 
—— 
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thofe that brought him, for he notonly cured him 
of his difeafe, but of his fine , gave him not only 
health of Zody,but peace of confcience; firlt, be of 
| good cheere, thy finnes be forgiven thee, and then, 
Arife, take up thy bed, and goe to thy boufe, Math, 
9.3.6. The Thiefe on the Croffe befought Chrift | 
to remember him, when hee came into his King- 
dome, but Chrift anfwers him farre beyond his 
petition, affüring him that the fame very day hee | 
fhould be with him in Paradife, Lu£.23.42,43. | 
The poore man at the gate of the Temple begd for | 
nothing of Peter and Iobz but a fmall almes , but 
| they gave him an anfwer to his requeft farre more | 
, worth then any other ales couldbe, namely, fuch | * si non/ecune 
| an almes as caufed him to ftand in need of almes | dum volita. 
| no longer, reftored him in the name of Chrift | mta «4 
unto found ftrength, that he walked,and leaped and | pda d sx 
| praifed God, 48.3.6, * In like manner doth God | are, « 3 at- 
anfwer the prayers of his people,not always it may | »«r« s«esirí- 
be in the £/zde, and to the expreffe will of him | axei Aero- 
that asketh , but for the Zetrer, and confequently | 225, "74 P 
more to his will then bimfelfe expreffed. Apophtheg, — 
Secondly, This fhouldencourageus in prayer| $. 6. | - 
to begge for an anfwer, not according to the de- | 
fe& and narrowneffe of our own low conceptions, | 
but according to the fulnefle of Gods own abun- | 
dant mercies. It would not pleafe one of us if a | 
beggar fhould ask of us gold,or jewels, filke, or 
dainties; wee would efteeme fuch a petitioner 
fullerof pride and impudence, then of want. But 
God delights to have his people beg grear things 
ofhim,to implore the performance of exceeding 
great 
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great and precious promifes, 2 Pet. 1. 4. to pray for 
a fhare in the unfearchable riches of Chrift, to know. 
| things which paffe knowledge,and to be filled with 
| the fulneffe of God , Eph. 3.8, 18,19. to ask things 
| which eye hath not (eem , nor eare heard, nor hath 
| extred into the heart of man to conceive, 1Cor.2,9, 
|to ask not as Zeggers oncly for an A/mes, but as 
children for an inheritance, Rom, 8. 15,17,2 3-Gal. 
4«67. not to ask fome thing, or a few things, but 
in every thing to let our requefts be: made known 
unto God, Phil. 4.6. becaufe with Chrift he gi- 
vethus freely all things, Rom.8.32. even all things 
| richly to enjoy, x Tim. 6.17. As Alexander the 
| Great was well pleafed with dzaxarchus the Phi- 
| lofopher when he defired an:hundred talents of his 
Treafürer. He doth well, faith he, in asking it, 
| and underftands his friend aright, who hath one 
| both able and willing to give him fo great a gift. 
| God allowes his children a fpirituall and heaven- 
| ly ambition to covet earnefily the Left gifts,1 Cor, xz. 
31. to afpireunto a kingdome, and accordingly 
to put up great and honourable requefts unto 
bim. To think what great things Chrift hath 
purchafed, what great things God hath promifed 
and propofed to us , and to regulate our prayers 
more by the merits and riches of Chrift, and by the 

reatnefle of Gods mercies, then by thofe appre- 
LE which wee cannot but. have of our own 
unworthineffe, 

Now next from the particulars of the. Text, 
though many particular obfervations might bee 
raifed, yet I (hall reduce thém unto one gene- 
rall, 
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rall, which may comprehend the particulars ; A | 
namely, That whom God loves and pardons, up- | Í 
on them he powreth forth the benediction of his | 
grace and fpirit, as the dem of heaven to quicken | 
them unto an holy and fruirfall converfation. The 
feret promifes nakedly fet down before. / will 

eale, £ will love, are here further, amplified by 
many excellent metaphors, and elegant figures , 
which are nine in number,multiplyed into fo many 
particulars, partly becaufe of che difficulty of the 
promife co be believed , which is therefore feve- 
rally inculcated and reprefented : Partly becaufe 
of the deje&edne[Je of the people under the variety 
of their former fufferings, who are therefore by 
variety of mercies to be raifed up and revived ; 
and partly to reprefent the perfedion and com- 
pleatneffe of the bleffings intended, which fhould 
be of all forts, and to al! purpofes; and the fows- 
dation of all the reft is this, that God promifeth 
tobeasthe dew unto Ifrael: For Ephraim having 
been curfed with much drouth and burrennefle ; 
now when God bleffzth him again, he promifech 
to be unto himas dew is to the weary and thir(ty 
ground, which fo refrefheth it that the fruits 
thereof doe grow and flourifh againe. Lillies, 
flowers, trees, vines,corne are very apt (efpecially 
infüch hot Countreys as Judea) without much 
| refrefhing dew and fhowres from heaven, to dry 
[up and wither away: fo would Ephraim have been 

quite confumed by the heavie wrath of God, if 

he (hould not with the fapplies of his grace and 

holy fpirit, and with his heavenly maestro? 

an 
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and loving countenance revive them againe. 

Dew in the zaturall fignification of it, impor- 
tcth a comforting, refre(hing , encouraging, and 
calling forth the fruits of the earth,as being ofa 
gentle infinuating vertue,which leafurely foaketh 
intothe ground ; and in that fenfe is mentioned 
as a bleffing, Gen.28.39. In the myfticall and fpi- 
rituall fenfe of it, it fignifieth Chrift, Pfal.72.6. 
who by his holy word ani heavenly grace dropping 
down and diftilling upon the foules of men, Deut, 
32.2. [ob 29.22.23, by his princely favour and lo- 
ving countenance, which is as a cloud of the lat- 
ter raine , Prov. 16.15. 19,12. by his heavenly 
vighteou[neffe, and moit fpirituall efficacy, Efay 26, 
19. 45.8. doth fo quicken, vegetate and revive 
the hearts of men, that they like dew from the womb 
of the morning are borne in great abundance unto 
him, as multitudes of men, arid believers ule to be 
expreffed inthe Scripture by drops of dew, Pfal. 110. 
3. Mic.5.7.In one word, That which dev is to the 
fields, gardens, vineyards , flowres , fruits of the 
earth, after an hot and a fcortching day, Tharthe 
favour, word, grace, loving countenance, and ho- 
ly Spirit of Chrift will be to the drooping and 
affli&ed confciences of his people. 

From this metaphor then wee learn, 

1, That we ate naturally, dry , darren, fruitlefle, 
and utterly unable to doe any good,to bring forth 
any fruit unto God, like an heathy and parched 
land, fubje to the fcorching terrors of the wrath 


| of God, and to his burning indignation. So 


Chrift compares Jerufalem unto a dry withered 
x by tree, 
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tree, fitted unto judgement , Luk. 23.31. And hee 
affüreth us that out of bim we cam doe nothing, Iob. 
15.4.5. [n us ofour felves there dwelleth zo good 
thing, Rom. 7.18. weare not of our felves as of 
our felves fufficéent unto any thing, 2 Cor.3.5. He 
is the Sunne that healeth us, 2441.4.2. he the rar 
that difpofeth us, P fal. 72.6. he the roste that de- 
riveth life and nourifhment upon us, Revel.::.16. 
As naturall,fo much more fpirituall fruitfulneffe, 
hath its ultimare refolution into him, who alone 
is the father of the raine , and begerteth ihe drops of 
dew,Hof.2.21.22, fob 38.28. 

2. That the grace of God is like dew to the bar- 
ren and parched hearts of men to make them 
fruitfull. And there are many things wherein 
the proportion and refemblance ftands. 

Firft, None can give it but God,It comes from 
above , it is of a celeftiall originall , the nativity 
thereof is from the wombe of the morning. Are 
there any amongft the vanities of the Gentiles 
that can caufe raine, or can the heavens give 
fhowers? Are not thou be O Lordour God? for thou 
haft made all thefe things, fer.14.22. Andthelike 
wee may fay in a more ftri& and peculiar fenfe of 
regeneration, That it is a fpirituall and beavenly 
birth ; It is not of blood , nor of the will of the flefh, 
nor of the will of man, but of God. There is no 
concurrence or aétive affiftance of the fle(h , or 
of any naturall abilities unto a birth which is | 
meerely fpirituall, ob. 1.13. 1ob.3.5,6. Iam.1.17, | 
18. Therefore Chrift was pleafed to goc up into | 
heaven, before he fhed forth his holy fpirit in | 
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* Ita dwet 4 ‘abundance on the Church , /0b,7.39. lob. 16.7. 
qud wil didi: | A, 1 4.5. tO teach us, firk, thatour converfion 


[uie and fan@ification comes from above 4, by a divine 
spen id E teaching, by afpirituallconvi&ion, by afupernata- 
petat agendoque Yalland omnipotent traion by an heavenly calling, 
verfcat, Ang. by the will of bim wboalonecangive a will unto 
3 Bes jus. No voice canbe heardby thofethat are dead , 
Trahitur miris |but the uoyce of the Sonne of man, Ioh. 6 4445. 
mods ut vei?! Job i6,8.9,1o tt, Heb. 3.1. Jam.t.18. Phil.2.13. 
irte 10b.5.25. Heb.t2.25. and withall to acquaint us 
minum cordibus | Whither the affe&ions and converfations of men 


opivaris non ut | P 
A T AeA thus fan&tified (hould tend, namely, unto heaven, 


fieri non pofi, | aS every thing works towards its originall, and 
mier ere: | every part: inclines unto the whole, Co/. 3.1, 2, 
eec ment, | Phil, 3-2c. With allufion unto this metaphor of 


lentes ex molenti- 


bus fimt, cont. | dew Or raine, the holy Spirit is faid to be pewred 
s Epi Pelas. | ouruponthe Churches, 48.2.17. Tit.3,6. and the 
sterna aval | wordof grace is frequently. compared unto.raine. 


wterna , oscula 
t miri 5,» | Asitisthefzed, by which we areenabled to. bee 
as de grat, ftüitfull , Math, 13. 19. fo it is the raime which 
Chritcap.r4. | foftneth the heart, that it may be the better 


Gecultisina “| wrought upon: by that feminall vertue , Efay 55. 

Eier 10,21. Hel. 6.7. whereas falfe teachers are called 

Pelag.lis.c.20. | Clouds without, water ludu. 12. They have no fru&ti- 

ommnipotentifima rb ary inthem. None can give grace but 
[^ 


teflas,de core B $5 x Pw 
esi g'ar. | God, It is heavenly in its mature, therefore it is 


cap. 14. Modo | fo in itsorigézall, [t ftayes mor forman , Mic, 
parail e fa It d iginall,, It ayes mat fi DERIT A 
efabiliagen.,de | 1t depends not on the wills, concurrencies, pre- 
predeftince. | parations, or difpofitions which arife out of us, 
fan. cap. 20e | 

idque indeclinabiliter atque infuperaliliter , de corrept & gratcap.i2. Jntusà patre audiant 
atque difewnt qui credunt, de predeft, fán&cap.8, vetatio Alta e (érttaEp At. 107, Ber. |' 
nard, (crmon.Parv.ferm,éé. í 
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but it wholy preventeth us, we are made afive 
by it, but we are not ^ arall amteceaentl aive in 
fitting or difpofing our felves for it. 

Secondly, lt isthe frait ofa « Serene, cleare and 
gum heaven; for dew never falleth either in 
corching or in tempeftuous weather as Philofo- 
phers have obferved. In like manner, the grace, | 
favour and bleffings of Godare the fruits of his | 
reconciled aff &ion towards us : Uponthe wicked 
he rameth forme and tempefthe Thowreth down on 
them the fury of his wrath , and fhewes himfelfe 
datk.cloudy.gloomy, terrible unto them, 2.11.6. 
Pfal.B3.15.10b 20.23, Nab,1.3,8. But unto thofe 
that feare his name he openeth a clear and a graci- 
Ous countenance,and being reconciled unto them, 
fheddeth abroad his love into their hearts, and his 
peace into their coníciences, like Gedeons dew on 
the fleece and on the ground,asa fpeciall evidence 
of his grace „and therefore the Plalmift compares 
the love and peace that is amongft brethren unto | 
dew,P/al.t33.2.which ever falleth froma calme, 
ferene and quiet skie, i | 

Thirdly, It is abundant and ixøumerable, who | 


the kaires of little raine? (for fo they are called 
inthe originall ay v becaufe of their fmal- 
neffe and number, Deut. 32.2.) fo Hufshai ex- 
preffeth the multitudes of all Zfrael, a Sam.17.12. | 
we will light upon him as be dew falleth uponthe 
ground, And the multitudes of beleevers are faid | 
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rod of his Strength, as dew from the wombe of the 
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morning, Pfal. 110,3. as we finde Hiftorically ve- 
rificd 48.2.41. 48. 5.14,16. 48.6.7 48.9 21,42. 
48.19.20. Such is the grace and favour ot God 
unto his people after their converfion; unfearch- 
able, it cannot be comprehended, or meafüred, nor 
brought under any number or account, Pal. 71. 
15. Pfal.139.17,18. Chrift is compared unto 
AManna,hee was the bread that came down from 
heaven, Iob.c. 50,51. and Manna came in mighty 
abundance , fo that there was enough for every 
one to gather, Exod.16.16. It had dew wader it, 
and dem over it, as wee may conjecture by compa- 
ring Exod.16. 14. with Numb,11.9. whereunto 
the holy Ghoft feemeth to allude when he fpeaks 
Of the hidden Manna , Rev. 2.17. (though that 
may likewife referre unto the pot of Manna which 
| was kept in the Tabernacle, Exod. 16. 32,33, Heb, 
|9.4- As our life is faid to be hid with Chrift; now 
hee is in Heaven, Col. 3.3.) By this dew com- 
ing along with Manna, is intimated, That the 
mercies of God in Chrift, his daily mercies , 
(which are faid, with allufion, I fuppofe , unto 
this Manna,to bee renewed every morning , Lam. 
3.23.) and his hidden mercies , to wit; the inward 
comforts of his grace and fpirit , are all Tanume- 
rableand paft finding out. We may fay of his mer- 
cies, as the Pfalmift of his Commandements, i have 
found an end ofall perfe@tion, but thefe are exceed- 
ing broad more then eye hath feen,or eare heard,or 
the heart it felfe is able to comprehend, 1Cor,2.9, 

Fourthly, It is filent, flow, safenfible, while it is 


falling you cannot fay, here it is: it deceives the 
A 


eye 
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eye, and is too fubtle for that to fee it : it deceives 
the eare, and is too filent for tbat to beare it: ic { 
deceives the face and is too thin and fpirituall | 
for that to feele it. You fee it wher it is come, 
but you cannot obferve how it comes. In this 
manner was God pleafed to fill the worldwith the 
knowledge of his Gofpell , and with the grace of 
his Spirit, by quiet, fmall, contemptible, andas it 
were, by infenfible meanes : The kingdome of God 
came not with Obfervation, Luk. 17.20,21. that is, 
with any vifible notable fplendor, or external | ` 
pompe (as the Jewes expe&ed the Afefsiah to 
come) but it came um fpirituall efficacy, and 
with internall power upon the confciences of 
men, and {pread it felfe over the world by the Mi- 
nifiry of a very few defpifed inftruments ; with 
refpe& unto which manner of working the fpirit 
is compared unto winde, which wee heare, and 
feele, but know not whence it comes , nor whither it 
goes L0b.5.8. The operations of grace are fecret, 
and filent upon the confcience ; you fhall finde 
mighty changes wrought, and fhall not tell how 
they were wrought. The fame man coming into 
the Church, one houre a fivine, a dogge, alion, 
and going out the next houre in all vifible refpe&s ^ 
the fame, but invifibly changed into a Lamb. 

Fifthly, It is of a (oft and benigne nature, which 
gently infinuateth and worketh it felfe into the 
ground, and by degreesmoiftneth and mollifieth: 
it, that it may bee fitted untothe feedwhich is 
caft into it. In like manner the fpirit, the grace, 
the word of God is of a fearcbing , infinuating, 

fofi- 
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foftning qualities it finks into the heart, and works 
it felfe into the confedence and fromthence makes 
way for it felfe into the whole man,mindethoughts, 
affe&ions, words, actions, fitting them al] unto the 
holy feed that is put intothem: asthe earth be- 
ing foftned andmingled with the dew, isthe more 
eafily drawn up into thofe varieties of herbs 
and fruites thatare fed by it. 

Sixthly, Iris ofa vegetating and quickning na- 
ture, it caufeth thingsto grow and revive againe ; 
therefore the Prophet -cals it the dew of herbes, 
Efay 36.19. which arethereby refrefhed;and reco- 
ver life and beauty; even fo the word and fpirit 
of grace diftilling upon the foule , as (mall raine 
upon tender herbs, and as fbowres on the ed caufe 
it to livethe life of God, and to bring forth 
the fruits of bolineffe and obedience, Efay55. 
se 11. Thofe er 2: a world which are un- 

ler either perpetuall froftsjor perpetuall feortch: | 
ingsare aas and fruitleffe, the earth being clo- 
fedup, and the fap thereof dried away by fuch 
diftempers. Such is the condition of a fouleun- 
der wrath, that hath no apprehenfions of God 
but in frof or fire; for who can ftand before his cold ? 
P(al. 147.17. Who can dwell with everlafting bur- 
nings? Efay 33.14. Feare contraGeth and bindeth 
up the powers of the foule; it is tbe greateft in- 
difpofer of all other unto regular action. Bat 
when the foule can apprehend God as love , finde 
healing in his wings, and reviving in bis ordinan- 
ces, this /oveis ofan opening and expanfive qua- 
lity, calling forth the heart unto duty, love withiz 
as 
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| upm Hoses, Chap.i4- verf. 5, 6,7. 
s it were haftening to: meet and elofe: with Zove | 
ithout; the love of obedience in us, with the love 
| of favour and. grace in God. 1 fhut and barre my | 
doore againft an. Enemy whom I feare, and look | 
lipon. as armed to-hurt me; but I open. wide my | 
doores, my bofome, unto a friend whom L love, | 
and look upon as furnifhed with. counfell, and, 
comfort , and benefits to revive me. “There is a | 
kinde of mutual! lovebetween dem andthe earth;dew | 
loves the earth with, a love ofi beneficence, doing, 
itgood, and earth loves dew with a love of concu- 
pifcence,earneftly defiring it, and opening unto it. 
Such is the love between Chrift and tbe foule | 
when hee appeares as dew unto it. He vifites the 
foule with a love of mercy, reviving it,and the foule 
puts forth it felfe towards him in a, leve of duty 
earneftly coveting as well to ferveas to;ezjoyhim. 
Laflly, it is of a refrefbing and, comforting na- | 
ture , tempering the heat of thofe hotter Coun- | 
tries, and fo caufing the face of things to flourith 
with beauty and delight. So God promifeth to be 
unto. his. people in their troubles. zs. a cloud of 
dew inthe heat of harveft, Efay 18.4. The fpiritu- 
all joy and heavenly comfort which. the peace and 
grace of God miniftreth to the confciences of be- | 
lievers, Rom15.13, 5.1, Phil A. 4. 1 Pet... is 
faid to make the bones flourifh like an berb, Efay 
66.14, (As on the other fide a broken fpirit is 
faidto dry up the bones, Prou.17.22.) Their foule, 
faiththe Prophet, (hall be as amatered garden,they 
[ball forrow no mores I will turn their mourning iuto 
joy andwill comfort them, Ier.3 1412,13* 
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By allwhich wee fhould learne, firft, as to bee 
fenfible of our owne perfonall and {pirituall 
drineffe, barrenneffe,emptineffe of fruit and peace, 

| hard hearts, withered confciences, guilty fpirits , 
under our Own particular finnes : So in regard 
| of the whole land to take notice of that Tempeft of 
| wrath, which like an Eaff winde out of the wilder- 
|nefle dryeth up our fprings , and fpoiletb our trea. 
| feres, as the Prophet complaines , Hof. 12.15,16. 
| and to be humbled into penitent refolutions, as 
| the Church here is. If God, who was wont to be 
|as dew to our Nation, who made it heretofore 
like a Paradife and a watered garden, be now asa 
Tempe[l, as a confuming fire unto it, turning things 
up fide down , burning up the Inhabitants of the 
| Barth, caufing our land to mourn , and our joy to 
wither (as the Prophet fpeaks, Joel 1. 12) this is 
an evident fign that the Earth is defiled under the 
inhabitants thereof, Efay 24.4,5. Therefore as our 
finnes have turned our dew into blood, fo our re- 
pentance muft turn our blood into dew againe. 
If ever wee look to have a happy peace, wee mutt 
make it with God: Men can give peace only to 
our bodies our fields, our houfes,our purfes (nor 
that neither without his over-tuling power and 
| providence, who alone manageth all the counfels 
| and refolutions of men ) but hee alone can give 
eace to Our confciences, by the aflurance of his 
love which is better then life. And ifthere (hould | 
be peace in a Nation, made up onely by humane 
prudence and correfpondencies , without publike 
repentance, and through-Reformation in Church, 
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-| between the Egyptian plagues, Exod. 8.15. 9.34. | 


| of cur blood, our money,our corne;our caitell,our 


m Hosea, Chap. 14. verf.5.6.7. 


te, in Families, in Perfons, in judgement, in 
inners ; it would be but like thofe (hort interims 


| 
LA refpiting only, not a removing of our aici- | 
on; like the fining of the Sunne on Sedombe- | 
fore the fire and brimffone fellupon it, Gen.19. 
23,24. Weeall cry and call for Peace, and while | 
any thing is left would gladly pay dear , very dear 
'torecoveritagaine. But there is no fare and la- 
fting purchafe of it , but by unfained repestance 
and turning unto God ; this is able to give peace 
in the midü of warre. In the midft of ftorm and 
tempeft Chrift is fufficient fecurity to the toffed 
thip, Matth. 8.24,27. This man is tbe peace even 
when the A[[yrian is ın tbe Land,Mic.5 .5. Where- 
as impenitency, even when we bave recovered an 
outward peace, leaves us ftill in the midft of moft 
potent Enemies, God, Chrift, Angels, Scripture, 
Creatures, Cenfcience, Sinnes, Curfes , all our 
| Enemies. The Apoftle tels us that /uts warre 
againft the foule, 1 Pet. a. 11. There isa ftrong 
emphafis in the word, foule, which is more worth | 
then all the world, nothing to bee taken in ex- | 
change for it, Matth.16.26. So longas we have | 
our lufts unconquered , we are under the woful- 
left warte in the world, which doth not fpoyle us 


| houfes, our children, but of the falvation of Im-! 
mortall foules. Time will repaire the ruines of. 
other warres, but eternity it felfe will not deliver 
that poore foule which is loft,and fallen inthe 
warres of luft. 
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Therefore if you would have peace as a mercy , 
get it from God, let it be a dew from heaven upon 
your converfion unto him. A Kings favour is faid 
to bee as dem on the graffe, Prov.19.12, andas a 
cloud of the latter vaine,Prov.16.15. Andit would 
with all joy fulneffe be fo apprehended , if by that 
meanes the bleffing of peace were beftowed upon 
thefe diftreffed Kingdoms, How much morecom- 
fortable would it be to have it as a gift from God 
Unto a repenting Nation? For God can give peace 
in anger, as well ashe doth warre, A (hip at Sea 
may be diftreffed by a calme,as well as broken by a 
tempeft, The cattell which wee meane to kill, wee 
do firft preferre unto fome fat pafture : And fome- 
times God gives over punifhing,not in mercy but 
in fury; leaving men to goe on quietly in their 
own hearts lufts , that they who are filthy may be 
filthy fil , Pfal. 81.12. Hof. 4.14,17. Efay 1,5. 
Ezek.14.13. God was exceeding angry with /frael 
when hee gave them their hearts defire, and fent 
them quatles, Num.1 1.32.33. Many men get their 
wills from Gods sager by murmuring, as others 
doe theirs from his mercy by prayer; but then 
there comes a Curfe along with it. Now there- 
fore when our own fword doth devour us,when our 
Land is through the wrath of the Lord of hoafis fo 
darkned; that the people thereof are as fuell of the 
five : no man paring bis brother, every man eating 
| the flefb of his own arme (it is the fad charager 
which the Prophet gives of a Civil! marre , Efay 
9. 19,20.) Letustake heed of Gods complaint, 
In vaine have I {mitten your children, they receive 
20 
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no correBion , Ier.2.30. Letus make it our bufi- 

peffe co recover God. It is he that caufeth warres to 

cea[e in the earth, Pal. 46. 10. And it is he who 

powreth out upon men the frength of Lattell and giveth 

them over to the fpoylers, Efay 42.24, 15. A linfull 
. | Nation gaines nothing by any humane treaties, 
policies, counfels, contributions, till by repen- 
tance they fecure their intereft in God, and make 
him on their fide. God being prevailed with by | 
Mofes in behalfe of Ifrael after the horrible provo- 
cation of — Calfe, fends a meflage to | 
them, / well fend an Angell before thee and will drive 
oat the Cananite ; And prefently it followes, when 
the people heard thefe evill tidings they mourned, 
Exod. 33.2,3,4- What were thefe evill tidings? 
To have an Angel to prote& and lead them? 
to have their Enemies vanquithed? to have pof- 
feffion of a land flowing with milk and honey? 
was there any thing lamentable in all this? yes. 
To have all this and much more , and not to have | 
God and his prefence , was heavie tidings unro ! 
Gods people. And therefore Mofes never gave 
God over, till he promifed them his own pre- 
fence againe, with which he choferather to ftay 
in a wilderneffe, then without it to goe into the 
land of Cazaaz. If thy prefencegoe not along, carry 
us not up hence,Exed,23.13,14,15. 

Secondly, we (hould from hence learn, whate- 
ver our fpiricuall wants are, to look up to heaves 
fora fupply of chem, Neither gardens,nor woods, 
nor vineyards, nor fields, nor flowers, nor trees, 
Norcorn,nor fpices will flourifhor revive with- 
bun Ddda out 
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out the Dew and concurrence of heavenly grace. 
Chrift alone isall ia all unto his Church; though 
the éaffruments be earthly, yet the vertue which 
gives fuccefje unto them, comes from heaven, 

1. The beauty of the Lillies oras the Prophet David 
| cals it the beauty of bolizeffe arifeth from the Dew of 
the morning, P[al. 110.3. He is the ornament, the 


lattire, the comelineffe of his Spoufe. For his 


| people to forgerhim, is for a mayd to forget her 
| ornaments, or a {poufe her attire, Jer. 2-32. The 
perfect beauty of the Church, is that comelineffe 
of his which he communicates unto her, Ezek.15. 
14. Of our felves we ate wretched, miferable, poore, 
naked; our gold, our riches, our white rayment, we 
mutt uy of bim, Revel.3.18. He isthe Lord our 
righteou{ne [fe, whom therefore we are faid to put on, 
Rom. 13.14. He hath made us Kings and Priefts 
unto our God, Rev.5.10. 'andbeing fuch, he hath 
provided beautifull robes for us, as once he appoin- 
ted for the Priefts, Exod. 28.2. Revel. 4.4. 6.11. 
7-9. This fpirituall beauty of holineffe in Chrifts 
Church, is fometimes compared to the marriage 
ornaments of a Queen, Pfal. 45.14. Revel.t9.7.8. 
21.2. Sometimes to the choice flowers of a garden, 
Rofes and Lillies, Cant.2.1.a. Sometimes to a 
moft gloriousand goodly Stru&are, Revel.21.11. 
23. Somtimesto the fhining forth ofthe Moon, 
and the brightneffe of the Sunne, Cazt. 6.10. Re- 
vel. 12.1. All the united excellences of the crea- 
tures are too low to adumbrate and figure the 
glories of the Church. — , 

2 The rootand ftability of the Church is in and 
from 
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from bim ; he is the root of David, Revel. 5. 5. 
Except he dwell in us, we cannot be rooted nor 
grounded, £ph.3.17. All our ftrength and füffici- | 
ency is from him, Phil.4.13. Epb.6.10. X Pet.s. 
10. The graft is fupported by another roor, anl r 
| not by its own. This isthe reafonof the ftability |, — Aeseí 
of the Church, becaule it is founded upon a Rock, ate ks 
Mattb, 6.18. not upon Peter *,but upon him whom Tuo Behe 
Peter confe[Jed ; upon the Apoftles onely dogri- | ; i 


n r lund dt pt 
nally, but upon Chriít perfonally, as the cbiefe cor- | 55. x) Bdspy 
ner flone elef and pretious, in whom whofoever be- | dris ig’ 5 
leeveth fhall not be confounded, or by failing in | rl} avi ix- 
| his confidence, be any wayes difappointed and put | "49 5 x- 
|tOfhame, Eph.2.20,21. 1 Pet.2,6. This is the we id Pu 
| difference between > the rzgbteou[peJe of Creation | T, tip t if 
| and the righteoufnelfe of Redemption; the ftate of the | 23°. 

| world in Adam, and the ftateof the Church in pagus 
Chrift. Adam had hisrighteoufneffe in his own | peram quis fas 
| keeping , and therefore when the power of Hell | us ef Pera? 
| fet upon him, he fell from his ftedfaftneffe; there er Ei 
was no promife given unto him that the gates of | autem erstchri- 
Hell fhould not prevaile againft him, being of | s Aug. in 

al.5o, 

Super bane Petram. quam confe[fus es, (uper have Petram quam cognovilti dicens, Tu et 
Chriftus fihus Dei vivi , edificabo Ecclefiam meam. De verbis Dom. Sirm. 13. Quid ef 
fuper Hane petram? Super Hanc fidem ; Super id quod dium ef, Tu es Chriflus filius Dei. 
Tra&io.in Epid s. loann. Felix fidei petra, Petri ore confe(]t tu es Chriftus fibus ei. 
Hilar, de Trim. lib. 2. Super hanc conjeffionis Petram Ecclefie «dificatio ef. li, 6. 
E'm) dura 7h klete Terisi th cet Tis Suoroylas.chryfoft ba lacczid. Reyno'd,Cone 
ference with Hart. cap 2. divif. t. Coufiub.exercit;t.ad Annal Fecle(tg.cop. s & 13. 
Sixt, Senen{-lib.6.Annot.62.69. > Tam gratiam non habuit homo primus qua ura. 
quam vellet fe malus: fed fane ba'wit inqua fi permanzre vellet nunquam malus c[f.t—Sed 
deferuit pe defertus eft —Hac primae [I gratia que data eft primo Adam :Sed bec potentior eft im, 
fromde Adam. Primd fit, ut babeat Homo jufiticm fi velit : sccundá fit etiam ut velit, c 
tantum weht, tantoqut ardere diligat, ut carnis Voluatatem contraria concupi(ccntevn voluntate 
fpiritus vincat ec. Aug.de corrept.& grat capri. & 12- 
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anearthly conftitution he had corruptibility , mu- 
tability, infirmity belonging unto him out of the | 
principles ofhis being. But Chrift the fecond | 
Adam is the Lord from Heaven. over whom death 
hath no claime,nor power; and the righteoufnefle 
and ftability of the Church is founded and bath 
its original inhim. The powers of darkneffe mutt 
be able to evacuate the vertue of his Sacrifice, 
to ftop Gods eares unto his éntercefsion, to repell 
and keep back the fupplies and influences of his 
{pirit , to keep or recover poffeffion againft bis 
ejetlments in one word to kill him againe, and to 
thruft him away from the right hand ofthe Ma- 
jefty on high, before ever they can blow downor 
overturn his Church. As Plato compared a man, 
fo may wee the Church, unto a tree inverted , 
with the rootabove and the branches below, And 
the root of this tree doth not only ferve to give 
life to the branches while they abide in it, but to 
hold them faft that none can be able to cut them 

off, Job,10.28.29. E 
3.Thegrowth and fpreading abroad the branches 
of the Church, is from him whofe name is rhe 
branch, Efy xi. 1. Zach,3.8. Vnto him are all the 
ends of the Earth. given for a poffeffion, and al tbe 
Kingdomes of the world are to bee the Lords, and 
his Chrifts. In regard of his firf difpenfation to- 
wards Zfrael, Gods firft borne, fo the Land of ¢a- 
naan is peculiarly called Zmmanuels Land, Efay 
8.8. But in regard of his latter difpen[atton, when 
he fent the rod of bis ftrength out of sion, and 
went forth conquering and to conquer, and gave 
com- 
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commiffion to preach the Gofpel unto every 
| ereature ; So the whole world is now under the 
Gofpel become Immanuels Land, and he is King 
of af sheleareh, Pfal.4.7.7 .King of Kings and Lord 
of Lords, Rev.19. 16. Gentiles come in to the 
light of his Church , and Kings to the bright- 
neffe of her rifing , and the Nation and Kingdome 
that will not ferve her [ball perifh, Gs.Efay 60.3.12. 
Now every Countrey is Canaan, and every Chri-| 
ftian Church «he Ifrael of God, and every regenc- 
rate perfon borne in Sion, and every fpiriruall wor- 
fhipper the Circumcifion ; now Chrift is crucified 
| in Galatia, and a Paffeover eaten in Corinth, and | 
| Manna fed on in Pergamus, and an Altar fet up | 
in Egypt , and Gentiles Sacrificed, andjtones made 
children unto Abraham, and Temples unto God, 
| See loh.4.21. Mal.1.11. Zepb.a.11. Gal.6.16. 
Efay 44.5. Efayt4.v. Zacb. 8.23. Rom.2.29, 
| Pal. 87.4.5. Phil... Col.-axr. Gal.3.. 1 Cor, 
| 5-758. Revel.r.17. Efay19.19.21,23. Rom.15. 

16, Luk, 3.8, Epb.2.21. In Chrifts former dif. | 

| penfation the Church was only National , among {t 

the zews but in his latter difpenfation,it is Oecument- 
| call, and univerfall, overall the world; a fpreading | 
| tree, under the fhadow of the branches where- | * origo fonti- 
| of fhall dwell the foule of every wing, Ezek, ""éfummm 


| 17.23. | n ient] 
| 4» Tbe Graces of the holy fpirit wherewith chrijus.Si qui 
‘the Church is anoynted,are *fromhim. He is caler ingeno fi 
the Olive tree which emptieththe golden oyle out prre 
of himfelfe, Zacb.4.1* . OF his fulneffe we allre- phe inde 
in grace for grace, Toh. 1.16. with the fame | » ss 


C 136 | 
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» 


Tòr epcoury oy" 


ds Adinvyua| With, Hag.2. 13.14. Prov. 28.9. Efay 1.11.15. 


LT y 
Chifoft. Serm, 
spin Gen. vid. 
Lud.Ca pell, Spi- 
cilegsp.g 97:98 


Ceremon. lix, | grace is powred into our hearts and lips, then the 


~ |ftead of corrupr. rotten,conragious communicati- 


fpirit are we anoynted , animated by the fame /ife, 
Tegeneratedto the fame aature, renewed unto the | 
fame image , referved unto the fame zzheritance , | 
dignified in fomerefpe& with the fame Offices, | 
made Prief's to offer fpirituall Sacrifices, and 
Kings to {ubdue fpirituall enemies , and Prophets 
to receive teaching from God, andto have du- 
plicate of his Law written in our hearts, 2 Cor.1, 
21.Job, 14.19. 1 Cor.15. 48,49.  Rom.8. 17, 
fet.2.5. Revel.1. 6. Toh.6.45. "er.31.33. 

5. The fweer perfume and fent or (mel of Le- 
tanon, which arifeth out of holy duties, the grace 
which droppeth from the lips of his people, the 
fpirituall zzcezfe which arifeth out of their 
prayers, the (meet favour of the Gofpel which 
fpreadeth it felfe abroad in the miniftry of his 
word, and inthe lives of bis fervants, they have 
all theircriginall in him, and from his heavenly 
dew. Of our felves,without him , as wee are al- 

together (linking and uncleane, Pfal.14. 3. Prov.13. 
*| s. fo we defile every holy thing which we meddle 
infomuch that God is faid, as it were, to ftop his 
nofe that he may zot fmell them, Amos 5.21.they are 
allof them as they come from us,g4// and worm. 
wood, and bitter clufters, Deut.29.18. 32,32. But 
when the fpirit of Chrif bloweth uponus,and his 


fpices flow out, Cabt.4.16. Then prayer goes u 
" like incen[e and [meet Odours , Rewl.s 8. then im 


n, our difcourfes tend to edifying, and minifter 
x grace ' 


—— 
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ce to the hearers, Eph. 4.29. then the Savour | 
of the knowledge of Chrift, manifefteth it felfe in the 
mouthes and lives of his fervants in every place | 
where they come, 2 Cor.2.14. 2 

6. The fhadow and refre[bment, the refuge and | Sx 
fhelterof the Church againft ftorme and tem- 
peft, againft raine and heat, againft all trouble and 
perfecution, is from him alone. Heistheonely| ` 
defence and covering that is over the Affemblies | 
and glory of Sion, Efay 4.5. The name of the Lord 
is aftrong Tower , unto which the righteous fiye 
and are fafe, Pvov.18.10. So the Lord promifeth 
when his people fhould be exiles from his Tem- 
ple, and fcattered out of their own land, that hee | p, Domo fus 
would himfelfe bee a /ittle Sanfuary unto them | zemo extrahi 
in the Countreys where they fhould come, Ezek. | debat uir jus 
11.16. He is a dwelling place unto his Church | sei id IDs. 
inallconditions, P/al.go.1. 91.1,2. a ftrength to cuiquerejusium 
the needy, arefuge from the ftorme, a [baddow from passis 
the heat, an hiding place from the winde,a covert vocando. P, [^s 
from the Tempeft , a Chamber wherein to retire | 182: 
when indignation is kindled, Efzya5.4. 26,20. 
32,2. Every Hiftory of Gods power,every Promife 
of his love, every Obfervation and experience of 
his providence , every comfort in his word’, the 
knowledge which we have of his name y faith, we 
and the knowledge which we haveof it jy expe-| ^. 
Tituce , are fo many arguments to uuftin him, - 
and fo many hiding places to flie unto him, a-| ` 


gainft any trouble. what time Tam affraid I will, © P 


truf in thee, P fal.56.3. Why art thou caf down Omy\ - 
foule 2 fill tru in God, D Sag hath de-| g 
Eee lvrd — 007. 
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a Medicamen- 
ta quedám priiis 
P P ut fa- 
nent, & ipfa 
collyria vifi fen- 
fum videndi pri- 
Às claudant , 

prode[fe nom pof: 
funt. > Aug. qu. 


livered he doth deliver, he will deliver, 2 Cor.1.1o. 
Many times the children of God are reduced to 
fuch extremities , that they have nothing to en- 
courage themfelves withall bur their éntereft in 
bim nothing to flie unto for hope but his Great 
zame made known unto them by faith in his pro- 
mifes, and by experience of his goodneffe, power 
and providence, This was Davids cafe at Ziklag, 
1 Sam, 50. 6. and /fraels atthe red Sea, Exod.14. 
| 10,13. and Ionahs in the belly of the fifh, 707,2. 
| 4,7. and Pauls in the fhipwrack , 48.27.20,2 $. 
God is never fo much glorified by the fasth of his 
fervants, as when they can hold up their truft in 
him againft fight, and fence; and when veafos faith 
thou art undone, for all helpe failesthee, can an- 
{wer in faith, I am notundone, for he faid 1 wid 
never faile thee nor forfake thee. 

7. The power which the Church hath to rife 
up above her preflures, to outgrow her troubles, to 
revive after lopping, and harrowing , to make ufe 
of * affli&ion asa meanes to flouri(h againe, all 
this is from bim. That in trouble we are notover- 
whelmed,but can fay with the Apoftle, 4s b dying, 
and behold we live, as cbaftened and not killed, as 
Sorrowfull, yet almayes rejoycing : as poore, yet making 
many rich : as baviag nothing, and yet poffefing all 


in Matth. qu. 14, Quo terreri deberet, illo ipfo recreatur—contumeliam tenet cursa 
tionis pignus, érc. Scull, cop, 42s Obfervat. in Mattb. de muliere '"Syropbeniffa- Plures 


e[ficimur quoties. 


metimur , Tertul. Apol.cap. ult; b taiyo morads d'ordre. 


ex dryudnora, x, dà [gei os iopebrepor , dmoMeuyrét mide dy alc uà 


imime. juura x Weleda, waxed Xp % à 
Pen ic, Cif de Tribus ard yo ahead G 


fadsipar duei 
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things, like the corne which dies and is quickned 
ae like the vine that is lopped, and fpreads a= 
gaine, all this is from him who is the Refur- 
re&ion and the life, Joh.11.25.who was that grain 
of wheat which dying, and being caft into the 
ground, did bring forth much fruit , 7ob.13.24. 
the branch which grew out of the rootes of Jefe, 
when that goodly family was funk fo low as 
from David the King, unto Jofeph the Car- 
penter, ^77 r 
Laftly,as God is the Authour of all thefe blef- 
(ings unto bis people, fo when be beftowes them 
he doth it m perfettson; the fruits whichthis dew 
\produceth, are the fruits of Letanon,the choyceft 
and moft excellent of any bae. FE hee planta 
Vineyard, it fhall be in a very fruitful bill, and 
with the choyce(t plants, Efay 5.1,2. a noble Vine, 
4 a feed, 16.2.21. WV ben in any kinde oí 
firaights wee have recourfe to the Creature for 
fupply, either wee finde it like our Saviours figg- 
tree, without fruit, or like our Prophets vine, 
as good as empty , the fruits thereof not worth 
the gathering , Hof-10,1. Grapes of gall and bitter 
clufters; full of vanity, windinefle, vexation, 
difappointment ; friends faile either in their 
love, or in their power; people cry Hofanna to 
day and Crusifige to morrow.Men of low degreeare 
vanity , and men of bigh degree a ie, Counfels 
-|elafh, or are puzzled with intricacies, and uahap- 
cles, likethe wheeles in Eze£zz/s Vifion, 


me hampered in. her. Armies like 
Realen ables waters, that Fis espa 
“pets 


L -anon 


pr ‘ M 
Wi 
f ale 


od by the Center for Adventist 


35 


QE 


36 


The fifth Sermon 
anon ebbe,and finke away again. Treafures like the 
Mountaines out of which they were fir digged, 
barren, and fruitleffe, better fuell to feed our finnes, 
then water to quench ‘our flames ; matter of prey 
tothe wicked, more then of help to the miferable. 
In one word,take any creature-helps in the world, 
and their will bee fomething nay very much of 
defe& in them. All being, but Gods, is mixed 
with xot-being ; and as every man,fo every creature 
elfe which is nothing but creature, is a Lier, like 
Jobs brook , or friends which he compareth there- 
unto, that vanifheth into nothing when there is 
moft need of it, Tob. 6.17,21. A Lier, either by 
way of perfidioufnefje , which promifeth and then 
deceives; or by way of smpotency , which under- 
taketh and then mifcarries. But when ever God 
promifeth and undertaketh to bleffe any man or 
any people;he carrieth on his work to perfe&ion; 
his bleffings are all milk and honey, dew and fat- 
neffe, wine and oyle, the fruits of Le/azor, full 
of fwectneffe and maturity : He perfits that which 
be begins concerning his fervants, Pfzl.158.8, 
Phil. x. 6. There doth zot one thing faile ofallthe 
good he fpeaks concerning his people,they al! come 
to pa[fe and not one failetb, Tofb.23.14. Thelriches 
which are gotten by humane luíts and finfull refo- 
lutions, doecome along with many and piercing 
forrowes, 1 Tim.6.10. but when God bleffeth a 
man with riches,he takes away all the forrow from 
it, Prov.10.22. The gifts ofc Godare all of them 
like his works, very good, Gen, 1,3 1.and bring after 
a Sabbath,a reft,and peace into the foule with them, 


Thirdly, 


4 a 
Digitized by the Center for Adventist Res 
^ 


‘ 


upon Hosea, Chap.ta. verf. 5,6,7. 37 | 


Thirdly, We fhould from hence learntofhew | 6. 15. 
- forth the fruits of this heavenly dew, in thofe fe- 
*-verall ex; reffions which the Propher here ufeth , 
drawn from the confideration of a garden, forreft, 
fruitful field, heavenly Paradife, which is a fimi- 
litude frequently ufed by the holy fpirit, to note | 
| the beauty, fweetnefle, fiuit, comfort, fhelter, pro- | 
te&ion, which the Church of Chrift affordeth to 
the members of it, Efay 35.1,2. 58, tr. Cazr. | 
4.12,16. 6,2. as on the other fide the wicked are 
compared unto a dry defert, and barren wilderneffe, 
Efay 3:.6,7« 41,18. Zer.17.*. For thefe chings as 
| they are promifes in regard of God,and fo matter of 
| comfort, fo are they duties in regard of «s,and fo | 
| matter of obedience. | 
Firft, He promifeth,thathis people (hall grom as | 77 75; du 
| the Lillie which is the moft Zeautifull of all flowers, | tas «t never. 
Math,6.28,29 That they (ball begloriou/ly cloathed | omaes feres vo, 
like a Kings daughterwith the garments of praife, | 1,.0otux vid. 
| and the fpirit of holinefle, Efay 61.3. fet forth | Piin. lib. ax 
by various metaphors of Zroidred work,and fine | "^1 
linnen, and filk , and ornaments, and bracelets and 
chaines , and jewels, and crownes, Ezek.16.8,13. 
Andas it is hispremife, fo it ought to be our | 
duty and endeavour to adorn the Gofpel of Chrift, | 
to be in his garden as a Lilly,and not as a Nettle or | 
bramble;to walk as becometh godlineffe ; to let our | 
light [bize before men, that they may be wonne | 
to admire the amiableneffe of Deos Taber-| 
nacle,and glorifie God in the hou of their vi- 
fitation ; to be as /ights in the midt of a crooked | 
generation, Phil,2. 15. or as Lillies amongft 
pcd 
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briars, Cant.2.2.to make it appeare that fpirituall | 
wifedome caufeth the face to ne Eccl 8-1. That 
boline[Je is indeed a moft Zeaut;full thing , which 
| commendetb us to the eyes of Godand Angels ; 
(a role worn by Chrift the King of Saints, and by 
| which wee are made like unto him who is the 
faireft of ten thoufand aad altogether lovely; wee 
fhould take heed of any thing whereby our holy 
profeffion may bee blemifhed, and the name of 
| God defiled by our meanes: of fuch Levity,as is 
inconfiftent with the Afajeffy of holineffe ; of 
fuch morofity as is inconfiftent with the meekneffe 
of holireffe : of fuch droeping as is inconfiltent 
with the joy of holipeffe : of fuch ftiffeneffe and 
Jowreneffe as is inconfiftent with the lenit of ho- 
lineffe, In one word, we (hould labour by the in- 
nocency, parity, clegancy, fragrancy, fruitfulneffe; 
by the winning ingenuity, the milde and humble 
| condefcenfion, the prudent infinuation,the meek, 
| quiet and gracefull managing of an holy life, to 
Jbew forth the praifes of bim that bath called us, 
| and to put to filence the ignorance of fooli[b men, 
| who like Black-Moores difpife beauty, like dogs 
bark at the fhining of the Moone, and (peak evell 
of the things they know not. 

Secondly, He promifeth that bis Church fhould 
cafi forth her roots as Lebanon: Though (he (hould 
have the 4eauty of the Lilly, yet (hee fhould be 
freed from the infirmity of it, an aptneffe to fade 
and wither, beantifull to day, andto morrow cakk 
into the Oven, But thee fhould have ftability like 
the Cedar, which is one of the ftrongeft of trees , 

and 
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and leaft fübje& to putrefa@ion,and therefore the | 
Cbarchis compared to it, Ezek.17.22,23.and the | 
Temple is faid to be built of it, King.6.1 $ 16.TO | 
gni the ftrength and duration of the Church , | 
againft which the gates of Hell (hould nor pre- 
vaile: (And we may by the way obferve, that moft 
of the things here mentioned by our Prophet , | 
are alfo noted to have been in the Temple, or in | 
the fervices thereof; Lillies, t Kizg.7.19.22,16. 
Olive trees, 1 Kíng.6.23,32,33- Spices for incenfe, 
Weat and Oyle for meat Offrings, Wine for drink 
Offrings.) God farnifheth bis people with thefe 
tlefsings which may bee moft properly dedicated | tdyta oum- 
unto him. Teaching usas oftenas we receive any | ous iv mm 
gifis from Go prientiy to inquire what relation | hu folo 
they have to his Temple, how his name may be | Ke! ube 

honoured, how bis Church may be ferved, how his | 797? m A- 
Gofpel may be furthered, how his people may be Sree fe 
edified and comforted by them, how all our en- | rico. 
joymens may be divided as fpoiles unto Chrift, | Spa i» ron- 
The power of great men, E/ay 6o. 3. the fords e meris 
of mighty men, 1 Sam.13.17. 25,28. Iudg 7.18, | erar. Cic. de 
the wildome of learned men, z King.3.9.28. the | Pee 
cunning of Craftimen, Exod. 28.3. 31,6. the | gil. ancad. 7. 
wealth of rich men, Efay 23.18. Proz.3.9. Pfal. 
45.12. Efay 60.6.9, 1 Tím.6.17,18,19. Abraham 
gave of the fpoilesto Afelchifedec, Heb.7.4. and 
Ifrael ofall their wealth to the Tabernacle, Exod. 

5.21. and David and his people of their Trea- 
(ores to the Temple, 1Chrow. a9. 2. 

Andas it is his promise, That the Church (hould 

thus take root, 2King.19.30. Ler,.7.8. So wee 
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fhouldaccount it our duty, tobe firme, ftable,con- 
ftant, anmoveable inthe truth, and in the work of 
the Lord.as an houfe built upon a rock, To ftand faft 
and be rooted in the truth, that wee may hols the | 
profeffion thereof without wavering not being car- 
ried about with every winde of dorine, but know- 
ing whom and what we have believed, 1 Cor.16. 
13. Eph.4.14.. (01.2.7. Heb. 1023. to flandfaft 
and be rocted in the Love of God, that we may be 
flvengthned with might in his fervice, and may 
with purpofe of heart cleave unto bim, being efta? 
blifhed by his grace, ph. 3. 17. Col.t.tt. Heb.ta. 
28. 13,9. * In the Civill Law,tilla tree hath taken 
root, it doth not belong to the foileon which it 
is planted. It is not enough ro be in the Church, 
except like the Cedar of Lebanon , wee caft forth 
our roots and are fo planted that we flouri{h in the 
Courts of our God, and bring fruit in our old age, 
Pfaleg 2412,13,14- 

Thirdly,He promifetb that the Church fhould 
(pread forth her branches , and fill the earth, and 
grow into a great compaffe and extent,and fhould 
fend forth her Zoughes unto tbe Sea and her branches 
unto the River, P[.80.9,10,11. 47.2.3 5. That his 
Church fhould bee a siverfall Church over the 
whole world; that asthe whole world in regard 
of finne lieth in mifchiefe , 1 Zob.5.19. So the 
whole world fhould have Chrift for its propi- 
tiation,through faith, 1 /0b.2.2. Totus iz maligno 
propter zizania , Chriftur propitiatio propter Triti- 
cum, By one fpirit ve All are baptifed into one 
Body , 1 Cor. 12.15, and that one Body made 


upof all the Charches of the Saints, 1 Cor.14.33. | 
even of all Nations, kindveds, people, tongues, Revel. | 
7.9. no difference of perfons neither Greek nor Lew, | 


neither Circumcifion,nor Vncircumcifion Barbarian, | 


Scythian, bond nor free: but Chrift All,andin All, 
Col.5.11. no difference of places, All that inevery 
place call upon the name of Lord Jefus both theirs | 
and ours, r Cov. 1.2. no difference of Times, 
Chrift yefferday, and to day , and the fame for ever, 
Heb. 13,8. 

And as this is his promife, fo we fhould cn- 
deavour : 

1. To grow out felves in knowledge and grace , 
tolet our profiting appeareunto all men , to abound 
in the work of the Lord, to let our graces from the 
heart, like ven fromthe middle ofthe lump, fpread 
abroad , and finde their way to all the parts and 

wers Of foule and body, that the whole man may 
ps filled with the fulne[fe of God, and grow up unto tbe 
meafure of the ftature of the fulaeffe of Chrift, Fph. a. 

1345,16. Phil,z.12,13. 2 Pet.3.18. Heb.o.1. 
2. To labour and endeavour the growth and 
progre[Je of the Gofpel in others. This isthe nature 
of graceyto manifelt it felfe, and by that meanes to 
allureand gather othersto its own quality. lt is 
fet forth in Scripture by the names of /ight which 
fhines abroad, of oyntment and perfume which caz- 


not be bid, of leaven, and falt , which deriveth its 
Own nature and rellifh upona whole lump.There- 
fore the holy Ghoft was given in Tongues, fiery 
tongues, and a rufbing winde, all which havea 
quality of (elfe-manife(tation, and notifying them- 

i Fff felves 


igitized by the Center for Adventist Research + 


42 The fifth Sermon 
felves unto others. There is an excellent place 
to this purpofe in the Apoftle, Eph.4.1 5,1 6, But 
peaking the truth in love, may grow up into bim in 
all things which is the Head, even Chrif. From 
whom the whole Body fitly joyned together and com- 
patted by that which every joynt fupplyeth, according to 
the effeituall working in the mea(ure of every part, 
maketh encreafe of the Body unto the edifying of it 
felfe in leve : Where the Apoftle fheweth the 
manner of fpirituall increafe in the myfticall Bo- 
dy of Chrift by the proportion of the growth of 
members in the naturall Body. 

And firft , there muk be a fellowfhip between the 
Headand Members , which in the myfticall Body 
is here twofold, «is dlo and i£ $; Growing rato 
him, and receiving from him. Looking in this 
work of growth, upon Chrif ; firft, asthe end of 
that growth unto which it drives s fecondl s the 
feuntaine from whence it proceeds. That by 
growing wee may havea more intimate and ftrong 
communion with him, by that vertue which we 
receive from bim. So here are two neceffarie re- 
quifites unto this duty of endeavouring the ez- 
creafe of the Body, to have Chrif for our end unto 
which wee work , and for our fountaine out of| 
which we derive our ability of working. Every 
true member of Chrift is intent and vigilantupon 
the intereft and honour of Chrift, and it belongsun- 
Vid Cameron. | to the honour of Chrift to have a perfe& body. 
accede | The Church is his fulneffes he efteemes himfelfe 

: maimed and incomplete, ifthat (hould be finally 

deficient in any thing requifite to the integral 
perfe&ion 
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perfection of it, and hence it is that every true 
Chriftian puts forth the uttermoft of his en- 
deavours in his place to carry on the ezcreafe of 
his Mafters Body: As every true-hearted Souldier 
that loves his Generall, is exceeding defirous and 
to his power endeavours thatevery Company and 
Regiment under his Generalls command may bee 
in all the offices and members of it compleat. 
Againe, every member of Chrift being unto him 
united doth from him receive of his fulneffe grace 
for grace , and fo worketh unto the fame snas as 
thehead doth : Andasthe waterwhich firftrifeth 
out of the fountaine, doth not ftand fill there 
where it began, but goeth forward till it grow in- 
to a great River : fo thofe who are joyned unto 
Chriftasa Fountaine,doe by reafon of that vitall 
Communion whichthey have with the Fountain, 
carry on the growth of the whole Body; and the 
more vigorus the life of Chrift is inany part, the 
‘more actively doth that part work towards the e- 
dification of the whole. 
2. Here is further required a fellowfhip and 
mutuall Communion of the members of the Bod 
within and amongft themfelves: unto which is pr 
prefuppofed the Organicall and harmonious Con 
ftstation and compa&ure of the Body into one,out 
Of which arifeth the forme and Zeauty, the firength 
and firmneffe, the order and fitneffe that is in it 
unto thofe works that are proper to it , intimated 
in thofetwo words cuwepuorcyivercr, and eulicaChaiuors 
fitly joymed togetber and compaBed. It is a metaphor 
drawn from Gerpenters uc) vd Artificers, who | 
Fff 2 
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by feverall joynts do fo coaptate and fit the partso 
Nalla mulitu | their work unto one another, that being put toge- 
dinis votrntia ,| ther &faftned;there may one whole ftra&ure or bo- 
s. Epp dy grow out of them; & in that body this accurate 
fextiemis, Avg,| fitneffe & intimareneffe of the parts with one ano. 
de vera Relig. | ther, produceth anexcellent ftrength, a beautifull) 
pon, order, and a ready ferviceableneffe of-each part to 
theother,& of all to the whole.So Zerufalem is faid 
to bea City compafted within it felfe, Pfal.122.3.as 
the Ark (a Typeof the Church) had the ribs and 
planks, and parts thereof fo clofely faftned into 
One another, that nowater might get in todrown 
it: And in the Tabernacle ali the Curtains thereof | - 
were to be coupled together into one another,E xod. 
26.3. Chrift isall for uzitie, and joyning things 
into one, Two matures united in omeperfon, tmo par- 
ties reconciled by one Mediator, two people con- 
corporated into one Church one family,one father, |. 
one feed, ore head, one faith, one hope, one love, ] 
one worfhip, one body, one fpirit , one end and 
common falvation. Chrift is not, loves not, to be 
Poffefionen we. | divided : This is a fundamental requifite unto 
nitatis tant) |the growth of the Body, the prefervation of its 
cuc sic unity, The building mutt be fitly framed together, 
vidua focierum | if you would have it grow nto az holy Temple to the 
pofidet chari- | Lord , Eph.2.21. Col.2.19. when there was moft 
D sr AE unity, there was greateft encreafe in the Church; 
riet ampliorem, | When they were Al! of one accord, of one heart, and 
aie cake one foule, then the Lord added to the Church daily 
namnen. (fachas [bould be faved > 48.2.4647. They that 
Jorxm, Aug.de |catrfe divifions and diffenfions,doe mot ferve our Lord 


rea Zefus, and therefore they cannot but hinder the 


| 
progrefíz | 
| 


eS a 
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| progreffe of his Gofpel, Rom.16.17,18. Asin the 


maturall , fo in the myfticall body, folutio continui 
tendeth to the paining and grieving of that fpirit 
by which the Body lives, £pb.4.30,31. and by 
confequence hinders the growth of it. Our 
growth is by the Apoftle diftributed into growth 
in knowledge, and growth i grace, 2 Pet.3.18. and 
divifions in the Charch are of themfelves great 
hinderances unto both thefe ; wzto knowledge, be- 
caufe the moft ufuall breaches in the Church 
arife out of diverfities of opinion publikely affer- 
ted and infifted on by the authors and followers of! 
them. And though accidentally, where truth is | 
| embraced, it is held with more care, and fearched 
into with more accurateneffe, becaufe of the 
errors that oppofe it (as the fire is hotteft in the 
coldeft weather; ) yet corrupt do&rine being of 
the natureof a weed, or canker,to fpread, and eat 
further and further, it muft needs confequently 
hinder the fpreading, and in that kinde,the growth 


of knowledge. Nor doth it leffe hinder the 
growth of grace; for while the people of God are 
all of one heart and of one way, then all their 
Communion runnes into this one defigne of mu- 
tually edifying, comforting, fupporting, en- 
couraging One another in their boly faith; but 
when they are divided and broken intofa&ion by 
different judgements, if therebe not a greater a- 
bund:nce of humility, and fpirituallwifedome,t*e 
fpitits of men runne out into heatsand paffions, 
and into perverfe difputes , and meere notionall | 
contentions, | which have ever been diminutions 

unto 
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unro the power of godlineffe, 1 Cor. 3. 3, 4. 
When there are feifmes in tke body, the members 
will not have care one of another, 1 Cor. 12.25. 
Greatly therefore even forthisone caufe are the 
fad and dangerous divifions of thefe times to be 
| lamented,wben men make ufe of civill troubles,to 
difturbe , yea, to teare afünder the unity of the 
Church, when they fet up asinthe times of the 
Donatifts, Altar againft Altar, and Church 
againft Church, P. make feceffions from the 
common body, and then one from another, to 
the infinite content and advantage of the com- 
mon Enemies of our Religion, and hazard of ir, 
It were bleffedthing if wee were ina condition 
| capable of the Apoftles exhortation , To fpeake 
| all the fame thing, to be perfettly joyned in the fame 
minde and in the (ame judgement,to be of one minde, 
| and to live tm peace,t Cor.1.to. 2 Cor.13.11.But if 
| that cannot be attained unto, let us yet all learn the 
| Apoftles other leffon , wherein we are otherwife 
| minded to dependupon God for revealing his will 
unto us, azd whereunto we have attained to walk by 
the fame rule, to minde the (ame thing , to remem- 
ber that every difference in opinion doth not, 
ought not to diffipate or diffolve the unity of 
Gods Church. Even in Corinth where the people 
were divided into feverall parties yet they conti- 
nued one c burch, i Cor.11 18. 
The body thus conftituted, and compaéted for 
the increafe thereof, 
1. Here are members feverally diftin& from one 
another ; fome principall, others minifteriall, all 
con- 
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concurring differently unto fervice of the whole. 
Ifthe heart (hould bee in the head, orthe liver 
inthe fhoulder, if there (hould be any unnatural! 
diflocation of the vitali or nutritive parts , the bo- 
dy could not grow, but perith. The way for the 
Church to profper & flourith, is for every member 
to keep in his own rank & order, to remember his 
own meafure , to a in his own fphere, to manage 
his particular condition and relations with fpiri- 
tuall wifedome and humility; the eye to doe 
the work ofan eye, the handof an hand. Say not 
as Abfolom, If 1 were a Iudge,t would do Iuftice,a Sam. 
15-4.But confider what ftate God hath fer thee in, 
and in that walk wich God,& adorn the profeffion 
ofthe Gofpel, Rom.12.3. 1Cor.12.8. 11.29,30. 
2 Cor. 10.13, 1 4 Epb.4.7.Remember / zzab,it was 
a good work he did, but becaufe he did it out of or- 
der having nocall, God fmote bim for bis error , 
2 Sam,6.6,7. There are excellent works which 
being done without a Call of God, doe not edifie 


but difturbe the body, Rom.10.15. Heb.5.;. eve 


man muft walk in the Church as God hath di- 
ftributed and called, and every man muft én the 
calling wherein he was called, abide with God ,1 Cor. 


7.17, 20524. 


2. Here are jaynts and ligaments fo faltning 
thefe members together that each one may be fer- 
viceable to the increafe of the whole, 1 Col.2.19, 
There are ands which joyne the bog) to the head , 
without which it can neither grow norlive,name- 
ly, the Spirit of Chrift, and fattb inhim, x Cor.6. 
17. Rom,8,9 Eph. 3.17.and there are Bands which 

joyne 
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joyne the parts of the Body unto one another; as 
| namely , the fame holy Spirit, 1 Cor.12.13.which 
Spirit of grace ftirreth up every memberto feck 
the growth and benefit of the whole, t Cor.12. 
2:.26. The fime fincere love and truth which 
each member beareth unto all the reft, this is cal- 
led a ond of perfetine[s , Col.3.14. andthe bond of 
peace,Epb.4.3 Now love isamoft communicative 
grace, it will plant, and water, and feed, and {pend it 
felfe for the good of the whole, it will deny it felfe 
| to ferve the body (as Chrift did,) Gal.s.13, 
3- Here is a meafurebelonging unto every part; 
{fome are in one office others in another, fore have 
oneg/ft,others another , and all this for the perfe- 
Hing of the Saints, Epb..4.11.12. 1 Cor.12,4,(1. 
one is able to Teach, anotherto Comfort,a third 
to Convince, a forthto Exhort, a fifth to Coun- 
fell , and every one of thefe are to be' dire &ed un- 
to the edificationand growth ofthe whole, Kom, 
12,3,8.Epb.4.7. The Apoftle faith , that we are 
felow Citizens with the Saints, Epb.2.19. Now as 
amongtt fellow Citizens there ufeth to be an in- 
tercourfe of mutual negotiation, one man hath one 
Commodity,and another another , and thefe they 
ufually bartar withall: fo amongft the Saints one 
man is eminent in one grace, another in another, 
and according to their mutuall indigencies or abi- 
lities they doe interchangeably minifter to one 
another towards the growth of the whole. And 
this is that which is here further requifite to the 
encreafe ofthe Body, called t 


4. Earxeginia, The fupply of fervice and the fupply | 
o 


fi 
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upon Hosea, Chap.14. verf. 536,7. | 49 | 
of nourifhment which one part affords unto ano-| = ^ -ij 


| ther, and fo to the whole. ^ This is principally | 
| from the Head to the members, called by the A- | 
poftle, The fupply of the Spirit of Iefus Chrift, Phil. | 
1.19. Of whofe fulneffe wee receive grace for 
grace, Lob.1.16. into whofe image we are tranf- 
formed from glory to glory, 2 Cor.3.18. but itis| 
| proportionably between the members among(t them- 

t 


felves y for as feverall particular ingredients make | 
| up one cordiall, and feverall intruments concarre | f 
| to the perfe&ing of one “rine, or confum- | 
| mate work, and the beauty of every thing arifeth 
| out of the variety , and order, and mutuall fer- | 
| viceableneffe that the parts thereof have unto one 
another: So is it in the Church too , which Chrift | 
"ath fo tempered together, that they might all | 
ftand mutually in need of one another. Therefore 
we finde theSaints in Scripture communicating to 
one another their experiences, temptations, deli- 
verances,comforts, for their mutuall edification, 
Pfal.34.2,6. 10b.1.4%,45- I0b.4.29. 2 Cor.t.4, | 
6. Phil.1.12,13,14:Cel.2.1,:. And Gods dealings | 

with Saints in particular are therefore regiftred in | Secialirer proe 
the Scripture, Dorh that wee might learn that way | fair (opor, 
of building up one another, and that by their ex- | cum deus ifra- 
amples we might fupportour faith, and through 77. ce 

atience and experience of the Scripture have | sjera, uti 
& > becaufe what hath been done unto one) «4 omnes babet. 
is in Ru condition applicable unto every amema: Se 

y Tam. 5. 10, 11, 17- Rom, 15.4. I Cor. 10,6. is 


a After all this there is tréeye<, an effectuall 
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working, a VIS masm, Ot a Vis wee'mi,a faculty to 
forme, and to conco& the matter , which hath 
been fubminiftred , unto life and nouri(hment: 
which is the work of faith and of the [pirit of | 
| Chrift, whereby the foule ofa Believer, being 
fenfible of want, defirous of fupply, and preffing 
forward unto perfection, doth fweetly clofe with 
whatfoever the meafure of any other part hath 
communicated unto it, converting it into growth 
|and nourifhment to it felfe, which the A 
| poftle calls the mixing of the word with faith, 
Heb.4.2, Now 

Fourthly, He promifetb, that the beauty of his 
‘Church fhallbeasthe O/svetree,that as (he fhould 
have the glory of the Lill,the ftrength and exten- 
fion of the Cedar, fo this fpreading fhould not be 
a vaine oftentation, bur fhould have joyned 
with it the flourifhing and fruitfulneffe of the O- 
live : Now the honour of the Olive’ tree ftandeth 
in twothings; Perpetual! greeneffe and moft profita- 
ble fruit , which ferveth both for light to caufe 
the Lamp to burne, Exed.27.20. and for nouri{h- 
ment to be eaten, Levit.6,15,16.in the onerefpe& 
it is an embleme of peace, it maketh the face fhine, 
Pfal.yo4.15.andin the other it is an embleme o 
grace, and {pirituall gifts, 1 Job,2.20. Thefe are 
the two moft excellent benefits which God pro- 
mifeth unto his people. He will fpeake peaceunto 
them, Pfal. 85.8. Efay 32.17. fat in will give them 
grace and glory, P (a],8 4r. E 

And ashe promifetb, fo fhould we pradice thefe|. 
| things, and learne to beautifie the Gofpel 
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Chrift , (t, with our good works, as the fruits of | 
his grace, Iob.15.8. fecondly with our fpirituaZ 
|jay and comfort, as tbe fruits of hispeace s Thato- 
thers feeing the light and íhining forth of a 
ferene,calm, and peaceable confcience in our con- 
verfation, may thereby be brought in love with the 
wayes of God, Thefe two doe mutually cherifh h TT 
andencreafe one another. The more confcience | 

we make of fruiifulzr[e, the more way doe wee | 
make for peace; when the watersof luft are funk, 
the Dove will quickly bring an Olive braneh in : 
and the more the peace of God rules in the heart 
the more will it ftrengthen the confcience an 
care of obedience out of thefe confiderations, firk, 
out of rhankfulneff for fo great a bleffing : fe- 
condly, out of feare to forfeit it : thirdly, out of 
wifdome to improve and encreafe it. 

Fifthly, He promifeth that his Church fhallbe | >, ay 
as the fmell of Lebanon, and that the fent of it (hall |, ^, me 
be as the wine of Lebanon, as elfewhere we finde 3,9. iy a) 
her o toa garden of [pices , Cant. 4.12514» | eupiar na^ 
thee fhall be filled with the fweet favour of the |^ 
Gofpel of Chrift. Thanks be unto God, (faith the | 8 imè 
eee which alwayes casfeth us to triumph in aule sie 
Chrift, and maketh maniff the favour of his know- |" am^ 
ledge b u$ in every place, for me are unto Goda EM a | 
frees favour of Chrift, 2 Cor.2.14,15. where there | x itor, Ze 
are two Metaphors, one ofa fweet oyntment , the | 2" axo 
other ofa triumph. The Name of Chrift is com- | 07} ss- 
pared to an ointment, Cant.1,3. and preaching of | esie CC, 
p Gofpel, which is making manifeft the favor | 7,2, 14 


Atheneum, lib, 


‘this Oyntment, is called the bearing of Chriffs | 1.535. 
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vid Athena >| and the meanes whereby Chrift rideth forth glo- 


Name, Ad.9 15. Now,this fweet favor is annexed 
unto a Triumphal folemnity, becaufe in all times 
of publike joy they were wont to anoynt them- 
fclves with fweet oyle , which is therefore called 
oleum latitie, the oyle of gladnefle, Pfal.45.7,8. 
Efay 51.3. (For in times of mourning they did 
abftaine from [weet oyntments, 2 Sam.14.2. Das. 
10-2,3.) The Gofpel therefore being a meflage of 
great joy, Luk.2.10.a leading of captivity captive , 


riovfly conquering and to conquer , Pfal.45.3,4. 
P(al.110.2.Revel.6.2.therefore they who brought 
thefe good tydings are faidto be as a fiveer favour, 
whofe lips drop fweet fmelling myrrhe, Cant.5.13. 
and whofe Do@trine is compared to the powders 
of the Merchant, Cant. 3. 6.!and the time of 
the Gofpel is called an accepted time, a day of 
falvation, 2 Cor. 6.2. that is, a time of fingu- 
lar joy and folemnity, a continuall Eafter, or 
feftivall, 1 Cor.5,7.8. and herewithall he promi- 
feth likewife ; That his people (hould offer up 
[ptrituall incenfe and fervices unto him in prayers, 
thankfgivings, almes and good workes, Ezek, 
20-41. 

Andas he promifeth,fo we fhould praffice thefe 
things;our care fhould be to ler our lips and lives 
breathe forth nothing bur grace and edification , 
Gol.4.6. To bee frequent in the fpirituall Sacri- 
fites of prayer, thankfgiving and good works, 
which may bee as anodor of a. fivtet favor in the 
| noftrils of God, Phil. 4.18, Revel.8.4. To labour | 

to leave behind usa good zame; not out of vaine- 
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glory;or an empty ambitious affe&ation of ho- 
nour, but out of the confcience of an holy life, 
which makes the name fmell Zetter then feet 
ointment, Ecclef.7.1. 

Sixtbly, He promifeth, That they who dwellaz-— $ 22 
der his fbadow {hallreturne : Which words admit | 
of a double fenfe, and fo inferre a double promife 
anda double duty : firft, wee may by an Hyfferon | 
Proteron underftand the words thus, when /{rac! | 
have repented and are brought home to God again, 
they fhall then have fecurity, defence, proteétion, | 
refre{hment under the comforts of his grace againft 
all the violence of temptation, as a Spreading tree | 
doth afford a fweet (hade unto the weary Travel- | 
lour , and fhelter him from the injuries of the 
heat, 1057.2. Efay 4.6. Mich.4.4. Zach.3.10. 
Whereby is fignified the fecure, quiet; and | 
comfortable condition of Gods people un- 
der the prote&ion of his providence and pro- 
mifes. 

And as hee promifeth fuch a condition, fo | 
fhould we in all troubles not truft in an arme of | 
flelb, or betake our felves to meere humane wife- 
dome, and carnallcounfels, which are too thinne 
fhelters againft Gods difpleafure, or the Enimies 
of the Church: But wee muft flie unto him to 
hide us, we mutt finde fpirituall refrefhment in | 
his ordinances, promifes and providence, get his | 
wing to cover us, and his prefence to be a little 
fa sr unto us,and the joy of the Lord to be our 
firengib s Ps, 57.2. Pfal.gi.t. Efay 26.20. 
ANebem.8.10. When the Lord cometh out of his 

, place 
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place to punifh the inhabitants of the land for 
their iniquity; when flood,and fire, ftorme and 
tempeft, the fury of anger, the ftrengtl: of bat- 
tell,are powred out upon a people; when a de- 
ftroying Angellis fent abroad with a Commiffi- 
on to killand fliy, Ezek.9.5, 6. when death the 
| King of Terroursyideth up and down in triumph, 
| ftripping men of treafures, lands, friends, honours, 
| pleafures,making theman houfe in darknefs,where 
Mafter and Servant, Princes and Prifoners are all 
alike: to have then an Arke with Noah a Zoar with 
Lot, a Gofben in Egypt, to have one arme of this 
Olive tree fgread over us, to bave one promife out 
| of Gods word, one fentence from the mouth 
of Chrift promifing Paradife unto us, is infinite- 
ly of more value to a languifhing fpirit, then all 
the Diadems of the earth, or the peculiar treafüre 
of Prrnces, 

2. If we takethe words in the order as they lie, 
Thentbe mercy here promifed is that when God 
fhall reftore and repaire his Church , they who 
| dwell under the comforts of it, fhould return and 
| be converted to the knowledge Scobedience which 
fhould be there taught them : when the branch of | 
the Lord is beautsfull and glorious, and the fruit 
of the earth excellent and comely , then he that re. 
maineth in Jerufalem {hall be called holy, Efay 4.2,3. 
then every veflell in Zudab and Ierufalem (hall bee 
infcribed, bolrzeffe unto the Lord, Zacb.14.20,21. 
then the beart of the rafh fall underftand knowledge, 
and the tongue of the ftammerers [ball peake-plainly, 


Elpy 32. 2, 34-7 
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And this fhould bee the endeavour of evety | 
one who liveth under che {bade of this tree, under | 
the purity of Gods Ordinances, under the pious | 
neun and conftitution of fuch a Church,or 

mily as is here deferibed ( efpecially in fuch 
times whenon theone fide the world isfo much 
loofned, and eftranged from us , and on the other 
fide Reformation in the Church is fo much defi- 
red) to convert andturn unto the Lord. All endea- 
vours of Reformation im a Church are miferably | 
defe&ive, when they come fhort of this end | 
(which is the ultimate reafon of themall) namely, 
the repentance,and converfion of thofe that dwell 
under the fhadow of it. When God promifeth to 
give unto his Church the gloy of Lebanon, andthe 
excellency of Carmel and Sharon, the confequence 
ofthis beauty and Reformation in the Church is, 
The eyes of the blinde fhall be opened, the eares ofthe 
deafe [ball be unftopped, the lame fhal! leap, the dumb 
[ball fing , the parched ground [ball be a poole, the 
thirfiy land fprings of water Elay 35.2,7.T he Woolfe, 
the Leopard, the Lion, the Beare, the Afpe, the Coca- 
trice, fhall be fo turned from the fierceneffe and 
malignity of their natures, that they fhal! not burt 
nor he in all the holy Mountain, but a little child 
[ball lead them all, Efay 11.6,9. Yt isa great happi- 
neffe and advantage to live under the fhade of a 
odly goverment; many men have reafon to bleffe 
alltheir dayes that they were in their child- 
hoodtrained up in fuch a Schoole where Piety was 
taught them as well as Learning, wherethey had 
tncanes as well of Converfion as of Inftitution; 


That | 
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That they lived in fuch a Family where the Mafter 
of it was of Iof[buabs minde, I and my houfe will 
ferve the Lord, Iofb. 24. 15. Salvation comesto a 
whole houfe when the Governour thereof is con- 
verted,Lvk.19.9. AG.16.3 3,34- I (hall never look 
| upon a Church as Reformed to purpofe, till I finde 
Reformation work converfion , till piety and chari- 
ty, and juftice,and mercy, and truth, and humility, 
and gentlenefle,and goodneffe, and kindneffe, and 
meckaeffe,and fingleneffe of heart , and zeale for 
godlineffe, and mutuall edification, and the life 
and power of Religion are more confpicuous, then 
before. When the very head-ffone was brought 
forth, and the la& work in the building of the 
Temple was finifhed, yet the people muft then 
Cry, grace, grace untoit, Zach. 4.7. intimating 
that Reformation is never indeed confammate till 
the d/efing of God make it effe&uall unto thofe 
ufes for which it was by him appointed. Church- 
Reformation fhould be like Pauls Epiftles which 
alwayes clofe in duties of obedience. 2 
Seventhly,he promifeth, That they fhall revive 
as the corne, and grow as the vine: in which two 
cxpreffions are fet forth two excellent and whol- | - 
fome confequents of Affir#ion, 1. The Corne, 
though it die firft, and fuffer much from froft, 
haile, faow, tempeft, yet when the Spring comes, 
it revives and breaks through it all; fo God pro- 
mifeth to his Church in the faddeft condition, a 
Reviving againe, and that it fhall be brought 
forth into the Light, Ezek. 37.12. Mic. 7. 9. 
2. The Vine when it is pruned and lopped, will 
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not only Revive and fpread againe , but will bring 
forth the more fruit, and caft forth the more fra- 
grant fmell : fo God promifeth unto his people 
not only a reviving out of their affli&iofis (in 
which refpe& haply it was that Chrift was bu- 
ried in a Garden, to note that death it felfe doth 
not deftroy our bodies, but onely fow them; the 
dew of Herbs will revive themagaine, 1 Cor.15.42, 
44.) but further a profiting by aflli&ions , that we | 
may fay with David, It mas good for as, when wee 
| finde it bring forth the peaceable fruits of Righteouf- | 
nefje after we have been exercifed therein, i 
And as he promileth thefe things, fo we fhould 
learn to turn thefe promifes into prayer and into | 
| pratice? when wefeem in ourown eyescaft Out | , «y, 
of Gods fight , yet we muft not cat him out of grafien faggi! 
our fight, but as Zezab in the Whales belly, and vei 2d 


as Daniel in Babylon , pray towards his holy Tem- | 7/57 rjv 
| ple fill. The woman of Canaan would not bee | «ri» «iti aes 
thrutt of witha feeming rejection, nor utterly de- |tt Patim: 
y r4 ed quantum li 
fpond under a grievous Tentation,but bya fiagular | vores ij, & 
en and, [pirituall (agacitie difcerned matter of | cruores d» vi- 
argument in that which looked like a deniall, Marb, | ^^ ona 
| 15.27. Sope and Fullers Earthat the firft putting | rozas (iicet. 
fceme to ftaine and to foule cloaths, when the | s/n. do 
ufe and endis to purifiethem. And Gods frowns | 27/7, fice 
and delayes may feeme to be denials of prayer, | dia civica, ima- 
when haply his end is to make the granting ord 


) preflare feci- 
Lim de fama atirnitatim, de memoria Gefurretiontm, Pyetes ipfe mon queritur, dolere (enon 
vult 5 corona premit vilacra, palma fangainers ob[curat z plus victorisrum cfl quàm injuri- 
arum. Hac du lefum exifimabis quem vides latum? Tertul. Scorpisce cap, 6 
b Pid, Cir fp. Ser, 58. in Ger 163, 


Hhh them 
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§.24+ 


them the more comforrable. Therefore in all) 


| troubles we muft not give over looking towards 


God, bur fay with Zob, though he flay me,I will truft 
in bim. 

And after all afflifions we muft learn to expreffe 
the fruit of them, to come out of them Refined, as 
filver out of the fire; to have thereby our faith 
flrengthned, our hope confirmed, our love infla- 
med, our fruit and obedience encreafed, our finne 
taken away and our iniquities purged, Ef2 27.9. 
To bee Chaflened and taught, Pfal.84.12. to bee 
chaltued and converted, Ier.3 .18. If we have runne 
away from our duties, and teen caft into a 
Whal:s belly for it, when we are delivered, let 
us be fure to look betterto our refolucions after- 
wards + after all tbat i$ come upon us for our finnes, 
take heed of breaking bis Commandements againe, 
Ezra 9.¥3,14. As Jobs riches after his, fo wee 


| 


fhould endeavour that our graces after our af- 
fli&ions may be doubled upon us,and that the fent 
of our holy example , may like fpices bruifed , or 
the grapes of Lebanon cruthed inthe Wine-Preffe, 
give a more fragrant fmell inthe noftrils of God 
and man, as the fmell of a field which the Lord 
hath Heffed.) 

Laftly, He promifeth that all thefe (hould be 
fruits of Lebanon, of the beft and perfe&e(t kinde. 
There are many evidences of the goodneffe of 
God even in the lives of Pagan men ; we reade 
of ALimelecbs forbearance to finne again God, 
Gen.20.4,6. and of his and Epbrons fiogular kind-, 
neffe to Abraham,Gen.20.14,15.Ge7.2 3.10, 11,15. 
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No argument more common then this of the ver- 
(wes, the temperance , prudence, juftice, mercy, 
patience, fidelity, friendthips,affability, grant 
mity of many heathen men + infomuch that fc 


have prefumed fo farre'as to make them ex coz- |- : 
* yide Vegam. | 


gruo * meritorious, or difpofitive to falvation. 
Butall thefe are buc.ws/d graps, bitter clufters, the 
fruits of an empty Vine,notworth the gathering 
in order to falvation : But the graces which God 
beftoweth upon bis.Churcb;are of a more fpirituall 
and perfe& nature, proceeding from faith in 
Chrift, from love of God, from a con{tience clean- 
fed from dead works , from an intention to glorifie 
God, and adorne the Gofpel, from a zem nature, 
and from the fpirit of Chrift, conforming his fer- 


vants unto himfelfe. They are not grapes of Sodom, 
but grapes of LeZazon. 

And as hee thus bleffeth us, in the like manner 
|fhoold we ferve him. not offer unto him the re- 
fufe, the halt, and blind, and maimed, for Sacrifice , 
not give unto him of that which coff us nothing, 
but goe to Lebanon for all our Sacrifices, covet 
ednefily she beft gifts, preffe forward and labour to 
[perfe holineffe in the feare of God. Give unto 
fim our Lill:es, the beauties of our minority ; and 
our Cedars, the ftrength of our youth ; and our 
olives, and grapes , and corn, and wine, whatever 
gifts hee hath beftowed on us, ufe them unto his 
fervice and honour againe ; not content our felves 
with the forme of godline[e , with the morality of 
vertaes with the our/ide of duties,with the (eeds and 


de uff. lib 6s 
CAP. 18y 198 208 
Andiad, Ortha- 
dox. Explicat, 
lib,s. Maldowat, 
ju lobar. 5.6. 
Sixt, Sencnf, 
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busPagandib,x, 
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dam ficunde 
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Si pung, L3 i 


Cra. Erafm, 
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contr, Talian, 
Peag. lib as 
[L9 


beginnings of holineffe, (he hath none, who thinks 
Hbh 2 he 
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hee hath enough ) but ftrive who fhall outerunne 
one another unto Chrift, as Peter and fobn did 
towards his Sepulcher: It was an high pitch which 
Mofes aimed at, when he faid, Z befeech thee [bew 
me thy glory, Exod.33. 18. Nothing would fatisfie 
him but fulneffe and fatiety it felfe. Be fare that 
| all your graces come from Sion, and from Leba- 
Reate pete, | non ghat they grow in Immanuels Land; till Chriit 
filventem, L24. | OWD them, God will not accept them. Morall 
§ 14P.de Pig- | vertues, and outward duties, grapes of Sodom, may 
perattis Ri- | commend us unto men ; nothing but inward, fpi- 
rituall, and rooted graces, the grapes of Lebanon , 
| will commend us unto God, Todoe only the out- 
ward works of duty without the inward principle, 
, is at beft but to make our felves like thofe mixt 
a reg 2P. cd | Beafts, Elephants and Camels in the? Civill Law, 
(eg, Aih Se | operam praflant, natura fera el, which though they 
be rii doe the work of tame beafts , yet have the nature 
ee | of wilde ones. ^ Morall vertue without fpiritu- 
b vid.Aus-de| a]l piety doth not commend any man unto God : 
Civit. dei lib, s. & d him, but ii ^ 
cap. 15, & lib. | for we are not acccepted unto him, but in Chrift, 


tpe Gp. and wee are not in Chriftbut by the holy Spirit, 
Reval lib. 

P Gn Tria.tib. 14. cap. x. de nup, & concupif. lib. ; £ontv.1u jay. Pelag lib. XM 
Ad Simplciandib, v, qus. contra «Ep Pelag lib.3 capus de fide e» operibus,cap.7. Epijl.xo;, 
107,120. Profper.sontr collat c,13.Greg Arimini Aif, 3 artza 


ent. 
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eae MO ODD 
THE 


SIXTH SERMON. 


| 


Hosea Chap.t4.ver.8. 

8. Ephraim [ball fay , what have I to doe any more | 

with Idols? Ihave heard bim , and obferved him, | > 

Zam like a green firre-tree, from me is thy fruit 
found, 


MHe Converfion of frac unto God in| 9, 1, 
) their trouble, was accompanied with 
a Petition and a Covenant. A Petition 
6 imploring mercy and grace from | 
i God , and a Covenant promifin, 
tbankfgivingsand obedience untohim, And G 
is pleafed pr em Anfmer to havea di iffind refpe® un- 
to. both thefe; for whereas they petition firft for 
pardon, thac God would take away all iniquity, he 
promifeth to bealetbeir backflidings and to love thers 
freely 5 and whereas they pray for: d/e/sings ; re- 
ceive us into favour , doe us good; God likewife 
maketh pron: fes of that in great variety, expreffed 
by the feverall mezaphors of fertility, aor. 


MU, ou cp nidi ur rdi 
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i onum eee 
to the name and bleffings promifed formely unto 
Ephraim. Andallthis we have handled our of the 
foure preceding verfes. x 

Now inthis 8th verfe, God is pleafed not only 

gracioufly to accept, but further to put to his 

| feale, and to confirme the Covenant which they 
| make,promifing that by the affiftance of his {pirit 

| they (hould beenabled to doe what they bad un- 

|dertaken. This is the greateft ground of confi- 
dence that wee can have to binde our felves inho- 
ly Covenants unto God, even the promife of his 

| ftrengch and affiftance enabling us to keep Co- 
venant with him. Therefore when David had faid, 
Ihave fworne and will performe it, that I will keepe 

| thy righteous Iudgements, It followes a little after, 

| Accept’ I befeech thee the free-will. offerings of my 
mouth O Lord, aud teach me thy judgements , Pfal, 

| 119. 106,108. David was confident that God 

wou'd not orely accept his Covenant, but teach 

|him how to keep it; and that made him the 
more confident to binde himfelfe by ir. 

In the Originall, the words are Only thus, 
Ephraim, what have I to doe any more with Idols è 
which therefore fome would have to be the words 
of God fpoken unto Ephraim. But there is no- 
thing more ufuall in Scripture thenan edip/is of the, 
verb; and we finde this very verb omitted , and yet 
neceffary to be fupplyed, E(ay 5.9. id in chis place 
the Chaldee paraphraft, and from bim thebeft in- 
terpreters,with our Tranílators , have fupplyed ir 
thus,Epbraim {ball fay: and fo it is Gods con&irma- 
tion of the promife which penitent Ephraim had 

" z > made, 
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de BL undertaking for him, that he | 
ld indeed be enabledto performe his Cove- | 

nant. — 3 

what have I to doe any more with Idols ?] It is In 


onely importing a xegative, I will not any more | 
have to doe with them, but alfo a vehement de- 
teftation of them, and indignation againft them , 
as that of David to Abifbai, 2 Sam.16.10, and 
that of Elifhato Teboram, a Reg. 3.13.and that of 
the Devill to Chrift, Matth. 8.29. 

with Idols.] The Originall word fignifieth 
likewife forrows and griefe of minde, a fit word to 
exprefle their finne and repentance. What have 
we to doe with thefe Idols and forrows any more? 
They can produce no good, they can beare no 
prayers, they can work no deliverance, they can 
bring nothing but evill and anguith to us, and 
therefore we will not follow or feek unto them 
apy more. Here then is a folemne deteftation as 
of all their other finnes, fo of that efpecially 
which had moft di(honoured God, moft wounded 
their own confciences , an caen mt for- 
row unto emfel . with. Gods confirmati- 
on of it. * Wes TANE I 

Then next, follow 


mercies 21 .Of bearing and anfwering their prayers; 


I baue beardor anfwered him, or as others render | 


it, Emillbeare bim, 2. OF fatherly care and provi- 
dence over them, I bave obferved bim;or fixed mine 
leyes upon him. I have ftri&ly confidered his 
| condition, that I might proportion my mercies 


os therunto. 


feverail promi(e -of fpeciall | 


Gloff. Rhetoric 
Sacra. Trablex 
cap, je 


” Nus 
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| thereunto. It is a fymbole, firft,of vigilant care 
| and moft intent and follicitous infpe&ion and 
| providence. The eye of the Lord is upon them that 
| feare him , upon them that hope in bis mercy, to deli- 
ver their foule from death, and to keep them alive in 
famine, Pfal.33.18,19. Secondly, Of déreition and | 
counfell , 7 wil inftrui thee, and teach thee in the 
way that thou fhal: goe, T willtguide or tounfell thee’ 
with mine eye, Pfal.32.8. Thirdly , of honour and 
exaltation: He withdraweth mot his eyes from the 
righteous, but with Kings are they on the throne ; yea, 
| hedoth eftablifh them for ever,and they aveexalied, 
| Iob 367... Laftly , it is an expreflion of hearing 
| prayers Cod is faid to have his eye open unto the fup- 
plication of bis (ervants to hearken unto them in 
| all that they call untohim for, 1 King.8.52. and 
the eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and bis 
eare open unto their cry, P (al. 34.15 The Church had 
before profeffed herfelfe to be an Orphan, that 
| tood in need of tuition and prote&ion : and here 
| God promifeth to cafthis eye, and to place his 
| affe&tion upon her, to look to her, to be her Tu- 
| tor and Guardian, to govern her with his fpeciall 
| providence and wifdome, to take notice of her 
jwants, and fupply them; to take notice of her 
\defives and fulfill them ; to take notice of her 
condition , and accordingly in all refpe&ts.to pro- 
vide forher. 3. Ofrefre|bment fromthe heatand 
violence of temptations or any kinde of affli&i- 
ons, by the Metaphor of a firre-tree which be- 
ing ever green, and cafting forth a large fhade, 
doth afford much comfort and reviving to the 


weary 


= 


4 
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comfortable in regard of the (hade , isyetunfruit- 


ble(fings , and all kinde of fpirituall graces unto 
them, From me is thy fruit found; that is, from me 
is, or (hall be thy fruit, as Mal.2,6.  Pe.3.22. 
Zepb.: 13. though the word found may here feem 
to imply, and dirc& unto, an inquiry after the 
foundation and originall of the fruit here men- 


new obedience may feeme to proceed from thy 
felfe and to bee thine own, yet if thou be care- 
full to inquire after the r7 of them, thou wilt 
finde, that they come from me , though they grow 
upon thee, and that thou bringeftthem forth only 
by the help, fapply and vigour of my be- 
‘flowed on thee: Thou doft them, but the power 


from me. 
Thefe words then are the fumme of Gods anfwer, 


They return the calves oftheir lips, God beares and 


in men, in borfes, in Idols ; and when they look 
off, and turne away from thefe, then God looketh 


counfelland protection, Ihave obferved bim. They 


i 


l weary travellour. 4. Becaufe the fitre-tree though 


full; therefore he further promifeth to be a roote of! 


tioned. Though allthy fruit of good works and| 


Certum eft nos 
welle cum voln. 
mus fed ille facit 
Wt velyous, Cere 
Mum eft nos faces 


and ftrength whereby thou doeftthem proceeds \7¢#™ fuimus, 


fed ille facit ut 
faciamus, Aog 
$.1 


which he makes usso the Covenant of his people. | pe ict stili 


faciant qua 


accepts them : They renounce carvall confidence "iit 


non faciunt ut 
ipfe faciat quod 
promifit, de 


upon them with a fatherly eye of care, providence, | pacta: 


fan&.cap.ro. 


\willnor fay any moreto the work of their hands, 
yet are our Gods , nor any longer make lies their | 
refuges and God enables them to doe as they have | 
faid and afforderh comfort and refrefhment unto 
them asthe (hade of a firre-tree unto a weary tra- 
lii vellor 
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difference, 


į of God,/0h.3.33.{0 God by afiifHng fetteth to his 


vellor. Laftly,they believe and acknowledge that 
when they are fatherlef[z and deftitute of all help, 
there is mercy iz God to comfort and provide for | 
them; andthis God makes good too. Mercy of | 
protefion, I am as a green firre-tree; and mercy of | 
bounty and benedi&ion, from me is thy fruit found: | 
by tbe one defending themagainft their feares, by | 
the other enabling them unto their dues, Thus 
God doth enlarge and proportion his mercy to the 
utrermoft extent of J/raels prayer or promife, and 
when they have no help or comfort out of him, 
he himfelfe becomes 44 iz Al unto them,making | 
a thorough compenfation for every thing which 
they part with for bis fake, and caufing them to 
finde in him alone all that comfort, and fati(- | 
faction to their defires,which in vaine they fought 
for in other things. 

The parts are thefe two generals: Firft, Gods 
promi[e enabling Zfrael to períormtheirs : Ephraim 
[ball (ay, what have 1to doe amy more with 1acls 2 
Secondly, Gods fpeciall regard to their prayers, I| 
have beard bim; To their perfons, and obferved bim: 
illuftrated by so Metaphors, the one importing 
protelion and defence. Z am as a green firre-tree the 
other.grace &/ezeditton;from me is thy fruit found, 

Ephraim [ball (ay. This is Gods fpeech and pro- 
mife,fetting to his feale and gracious ratification 
tothe Covenant that Zfrael made, ver.2.3. without 
the which itwould have been null and evanid : for 
as man by believing fetteth to his feale to the truth 


feal to the purpofe of man: but with this great 
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difference ;mazs feal is buta fub{eription and confef- 
| fion of that which was firm before; for all Gods 
| promifes are Yea and Amen, and faith doth not put 
certainty into the promife of God , Rom. 5. 3.4. 
2 Tím.2.13. but into the heart of man concerning 
the promifes, Rom,4.16. 2 Tim.r.12. But Gods | 
feale is a confirmation and making efficacious the | 
promife of man, which otherwife would vanith 
into a liesall our fufficiency is from him; wecan 
neither will, nor doe any thing further then we re- 
| ceive from him both towill and to doe. Pharoah 
|. |made promife after promife, and brake them as 
— |faft, Exod. 8.8,283. 9,28. 1/rael makes promifes 
one while, and quickly ftarts afide like a deceit- 
full bow,as Ice which melts in the; day and har- | 
dens qm in the night, P/al.78.3 4,3 8./er.34.15, 
16.to day they will, and to morrow they will not 
againes they repent to day, and to morrow they 
repent of their repenting ; like the fluggard in his ‘ 


bed, that puts out his arme to rife, and then pulls 
it in again. Sounftable and impotent is man in 
all his refolutions, till God fay Amen to what he 
Lod ig and eftablifheth tha beart by his own grace, 
Heb,13.9.VVhenthe waters ftood as a wall on the i 
right hand and on the left of /frael as they pafled 
through the red Sea, this was a work of Gods | 
Own power; for water is unftable and cannot keep 
bs Sl by its own ftrength, nor be contained 
within any bounds of its own. So greata work is 
it to feethe mutable wills and refolutions of men 

kept clofe to any pious and holy purpofes. 
The point wee learn "i hence is this, That! § 4. 
ii2 Our 
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our converfion and amendment of life is not fuf- 
ficiently provided for by any band, obligation, or 
Covenant of our own, whereby we folemnly pro- 
mife and undertake it , except God be pleafed by 
his free grace to eftablifh and enable the heart un- 
to the performance of it : or thus, 4 peastent mans 
converfion and Covenant of new obcdience hath 
| ics firmseffe inthe proatife and free grace of God, 

Ifrael here in the confidence of Gods mercy prayes 
for pardonand bleffings ; and io the confidence of 
his grace , maketh promife of Reformation and a- 
mendment of life;but all this is bur like a written 
inftrument or indenture , which is invalid and of 
no effc, till the parties concerned have mutually 
fealed and fet to their hands. Till Godbe pleafed 
to promife us that wee fhall doe that, which wee 
have promifed unto him, and doeas it were make 
our own Covenants forus, all will prove too weak 
and vani(hingtocontinue. The grace of God un- 
to the purpofes of men is like gvaine to colours 
died, or like oyle to colours ina Table or Picture, 
which makes them hold frefh and not fade 
away. 

There is a neceflary and indiffolvable dependence| 
of all fecond caufes upon the fir? without whofe 
influence and concurrence they neither live, nor 
move, nor have, or continue in their Being, 48. 
17.28. Heb.1.3. He who is firft of caufes and laft 
s nus doth ufe and dire& the neceffary, volun- 
tary, contingent motions and a&ivities of all fe- 
cond caufes unto whatfoever eads he himfelfe is 
pleafed to preordaine. And chis the natural and| 
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nceeffiry concatenation of things doth require 

thar that which is the adfolutef , fupremeft, cft, 

and moft independent will, wifdome, and power | 
of all others, (hould govern, order and dire& all | 
other wills, powers, and wifedomes, that are fa£or« | 
dinate to, and inferiour under it, unto whatfoever 

ufes and purpofes he who hath the abfolute Do- 

minion and Soveraignty over all, is pleafed to ap- 

point. It cannot be other then a marvellous di- 

minnrion unto the greatzeffe of God, anda too 

| low cfteeme of the abfoluteneffe of that Majeftie 

‘which belongs unto him, to make any Counfels, 

Decrees, Purpofes of his to receive their ultimate 

forme and (tampe from the previous and inter- 

current caufalitiesor conditions of the creature. 

This I have alwayes looked on as the principal! 

caufe of thofe dangerous errors concerning grace, 
(free-will, and the decrees of PE Wed the 
Churches of Chrift have been fo miferably in the 
former ages, and in thisofours, exercifed by the! 
fubtlety of Satan, and by the pride of corrupt 
minded men; namely, the 100 low and marrow 
thoughts and conceptions which men bave framed 
to themfelves of Ged , the not acquiefcing in his 
Soveraign Dominionand shfolute Power of difpo- 
fing all things which hee made, unto whatfoever 
ufes himfelfe pleafeth : into which Lam fure 
the holy Scripture doth refolve all, Marth. 11, 
25,26. Rom,9.18,31, 11.3336. Eph.t.5,9,11. 
P(al.135.6. 

Even in the fizfull a&ions of men, Gods iz- 


Vid. Aug. En- 
chirid.ad Lau 
Tent Cap. 95,9 
97:98. 


$.5. 


ence and providence hath a, particular hand. | 
5 As 
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x Vid. Aug. de 
Civ DeiJib. yi. 
capt. & lib, 
14.£ap. 26, qu 
fuper Exod, lib, 
2 qu. 18. de 
peccat. Orig lib. 
cay. 34. È 40 
Epifl.gge nz fou 
Mut.qu 6. contra 
Julian. Pe'ag.. 
lib. cape3 eo 
4 degrat. 
Mi 


cr bal 
Vi medici fedo- 
rum animalium 
fèlle aut corgi» 
utuntur ad mor 
bos fanandos y 
Vid, Plutarche 
de fera numinis 
vindifla. 
Quid tam Ela- 
boratum er di- 
flortwm. quam 
eft ille Difcobo- 
los Myrimis? Si 


parum retium 
improbet opus, 
nome ab intel 


cap, 13. Plu- 
tarcb.Sympe[- 
libs... 


quis tamen ut) 


As afiozs bis influence; as f/zfull, his providence. 
His zzfluenceto the naturall motionand fubftance 
of the a&ion, though not to the wickedueffe of 
it : for this ftandeth not in Being or perfe&ion 
(elfe the fountaine of Being and perfection muft 
needs be the firft caufe of it ) but in defe& and 
privation of perfe&ion. Aswhena hand draweth 
a line by a crooked rale, the //zeis from the hand, 
but the crookedaeffe of it is from the rule: oras 
when a man goeth lamely, the mo'ioz as motion is 
from the naturall faculty, but the /ameneffe ofthe 
motion is from the defe and vicioufneffe of the 
faculty. A fivearer could not fpeak anoath, nor a 
murtberer reach out his hand to ftrikea blow, bur 
by the force of thofe naturall faculties which 
in and from God, have all their Being and work- 
ing. But that thefe naturall motions are by pro- 
faneffe (or malice dire&ed unto ends morally 
wicked, this proceedeth from the vitiofity and | 
defe& which is in the fecond caufe making 
vfe of Gods gifts unto his owne difhonour, 
2. The Providence of God hath a notable hand 
in the guiding , ordering, and difpofing of thefe 
ations as finfull unto theezds of his own glory 
in the declaration of his Power, Wifedome, and 
Juftice,unto which the finnes of wicked men are 
perforce carried on, contrary to thofe ends which 
they themfelves in finning did propofeunto them- 
felves'. As an Artificer ufeth the force of waturall 
caufes unto artificiall effe&s : as an Huntfman 
ufeth the naturall enmity of the Doggeagainft the 
Fox or Woolfe , unto the prefervation of the 
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‘| Lambs which othenvife would bee deftroye , 
though the dogge himfelfe by nature is as grear 
an enemy to the Lamb, asthe Fox. Asthe Pha- 
rifees were as great enemies to Religion as tke 
.|Sadduees ; yet Paal wife y made uie of their | 
enmity among/t themfelves for bis own preferva- 
tion and deliverance from them both! Nothing 
moreufuall then for God to mannage and direct 
the finnes of men to the bringing about of his own 
Purpofesand Counfels, Gez.50.20. 1 Sam.2.25, 
1 Ki 6,27. 2 $4m, 12.11. compared with 
2Sam.16.22. Efay10.5.6,7. 48.4.38. P[al.76.10. 
But now unto gracious ations, which belong not | pide Field of 
at all unto nature as nature; but onely as in[pired | hc Church, 
and a&uated with fpirituall and heavenly princi- | dor 
ples;a more fingularand notable influence of God ' cp. 

is required , not onely tothe fxbflance of the adi- 

on, but more efpecially to the re&tade and good- 
neffe of it ; for wee have zo (afficiency of our felves, 
not fo much as unto tbe firt offers and begin- 
nings of good in our thoughts;2 Cor.3.5 when we 
arebid to work out our own falvation mith feare and 
trembling, it muftbe in dependence on the power, 
and in confidence of the aide of God; for it is he 
that worketh in us both to will andto do,Phil.2,12.18, 
13. when we Covenant to turn unto God, we mutt 
withall pray unto him to turne us, Lam. 5-a1.ler.5 1, 
God commands us toturn our Jelves, and to make us a 
new heart and a nem fpirit that we may live, Ezek 18. 
30,31,32. but withall, be telleth us that it is bee 
who gives us one heart, and one way, and a new  fpirit, 
that wemay walk im bis Statutes, Ezek.12.19,20. Ier. 
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32.39. Hegiveth uspoffe, velleagere;perficere s the 
| power to make usable, the heart to make us willing, 
| the 44 to walk, the proficiency to improve, the 

perfeveranceto fini(h and perfe& holincfle, David 
| cannot run in the way of Gods Commandements 
| till he enlarge his heart, Pf2/.119.32. nothing can 
finde the way to keaven, but that which comes firft 
from heaven, /ob.3.13 .we cannot give unto God 
any thing but of bis own, Who am I,faith David and 
what is my people that we fbould be able to offer fo wil- 
lingly after this fort 2 for all things come of thee and 
of thine omne have we given thee, 1 Chron.29.14. 
$. 6. For the furrher underftanding of thispoint , 
| and of the fweet concord and concurrence between 
the will of man converted, and the effe&uall grace 
of God converting, we {hall fet down thefe few 
Vid.calvinin | Pl'Opofitions : 

Exehtt.ty20-| Y. That there isin man by nature a power or 
Augo. faculty which we call Free-will , whereunto be- 
Tritt | tonoeth fuch an indifferency and indeterminacy 
Taps 3. d lib, | 2 ge " 
ef. in the manner of working , that whether a man 
will a thing,or nill it,choofe it, orturn from ir, 
he doth in neither move contrary to his own 
naturall principles of working. A ftone. moving 
downward,deth move naturally ; upward,contrary 
| toits nature, & (o violently. But which way fo ever 
| the will moves, it moves according to the con 
| dition of its created being, wherein it was fo 
made, as when it chofe one part of a comradiái- 
| OD, it retained an inward and fandamentall habi- 
| tude unto the other, like thofe gates which are fo 
made as that they open both wayes. Sothat as 
the 
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the tongue which was wont to fweare or blaf- 

me, when it is converted, doth by the force o 
the fame faculty of fpeaking, being newly fandti- 
fied, utter holy and gracious fpeeches : fo the will, 
which being corrupted did chufe evill and only) 
evill, being fan&ified doth ufe the fame manner of 
Operation in chufing that which is good : the! 
created nature of it remaining ftill one and the| 
fame, but being now guided and fan&ified by dif- | Gisexfiuelivert. 
ferent principles. This we fpeak only wich te. | Cretae lbr, 
fpe& to the zararall manner of its workings for vii", “um 
if wee fpeak of liberty in a morall or tbeologicall que conpring 
fenfe, fo it is certaine, thatthe more the willof i) “omnia 
man doth obferve the right order of its proper ob- | cum inde vel ad 
je, and laft ez4, the more free and noble ic is,(che /¢ipfem velara. 
very higheft perfection of free willftandingin an 452 5.0 
immutable adherency unto God as the ultimate end iva 
| Of the creature, and all ability of receding or fal- |^ o 
ling from him being the deficiency an! not the |j,» f perdis 
perfe&ionof Free-will.) And therefore the more |4: & ipfim. Sr 
the will ofman doch caltoff and reje& God, the | p” 2« f 
more bafe, fervile, and captive it growes. Ia rira rye: 
which fenfe we affirme againít he Papifts,eh it by |% , fed fe occi- 
nature man (ince the fall of Adam, hath no Free- |^"? vh 
will or naturall power to believe and convert un- isle 
to God orto prepare himfelfe thereunto. cun occiderit 3 

2. In man fallen, and being thereby univerfally |142 "no 
in all his faculties levened with vitious and |>trio , vistore 
malignant principles, there isa ative pravitie and | avis 


. ^ 2 f lit | 
corrupt force, which putterh forth it felfe in re- 2,2, P7 


Larb'tr gm Ange 


fifting all chofe powerful workings of the word and | Eachicid. cape 
fpitit of grace, that oppofe themfelves againft j^ * Epit 
Kkk Tet 
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the body of finnejand move the will unto holy re- 
folutions: for the wifedome of the fle]b cannot bee 
[ubjet unto the Law of God, Rom.8. 7. The flefh will 
loft againft the fpirit, as being contrary thereunto, 
Gal.5.17.anuncircumcifed heart will alwayes re- 
Jif the holy fpirit, 45,7. 5 1.there is fuch a natural] 
antipathy between the purity of the word andthe 
impurity of the will of man,that he naturally refu- 
feth to beare, & fnuffeth at it, and pulleth away the 
fhoulder,and hardneth the heart, and ftoppeth the 
eare, and fhurteth the eyes, and fettethup ftrong 
holds, and high reafonings againft the wayes of 
God, and is never fo well as when he can ger of 
all fight and thoughts of God, and be as it were 
without God in theworld, fer.5.3. 6.10. 17.25. 
19415. 7Mal.1.13.. 2 Chron.36.16, | 
3. According to the degrees and remainders 
of this naturall corruption , fo farre forth as itis 
unmortified and unfübdued by the power of grace, 
Habitat in eis , | thisoriginall force doth proportionably put forth 
AES it felfe in withftanding and warring againft the 
fantemgue (ot | Spirit of God even in the regenerate themfelves : 
liita m we | A notable example whereof wee have in Afa 
oe im | Of whom it is faid that be was wroth with Hanani 
nnabilis quianon | the Seer,and put him ina Prifon-houfe, and was 
pua iniqui | in a rage with him, when hee reproved him for 
emo" | his carnall confidence , 2 Chron. 16.10. and the 
quis non babet | Apoftle doth in many words both ftate, and be- 
p m de waile the warring of the La» of his members a- 
cupife. libe 2, | Bainft the law of bis minde, fo that when 
epa gnus bee did with the one ferve the Law of God, he 
jube °S) did with the other ferve the law of finne, and 
Ww; 
DI A eee 
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was unable to doe the thing which bee would: 
and the evill which he would not, he diddoeby 
| the ftrength of finne that dwelled in him , Rom, 
114575» 
17 ^ Weare to diftinguifh of the will of God,| $ 7. 
which is fet forth in Scripture two manner of | Ainbat t. 
wayes; There is voluntas figni, or that will of | eek 
God whereby he requires us to work, and which 
he hath appointed to bee obferved by us. His 
will fignified in precepts and prohibitions, This is 
the will of God, faith the Apoftle, even your fan- 
ification, x T heff.4.3. So we are faidto prove, 
to try,to doe Gods will, or that which is pleafin 
in his fight, A¢atth.7.21.Rom,12.2. 10b.8,29 an 
there is voluntas beneplaciti, the will of his purpofe — 
and counfell, according unto which be brmfelfe 
in his own fecret and unfearchable good pleafure 
is pleafed to work; for he worketh all things after 
the counfell of his own will, Eph.t.x x. whatfoever 
the Lord pleafeth that be dotb tm. heaven and eartb, 
P(al.135.6. And no fecond caufes can doe any 
thing elfe , though they never fo proudly break 
the order of Gods revealed will, but what bis | 
hand and Counfell bad before determined, AZ.) 
4.28. The will of Gods precept and command 
is every day violated, refifted, and broken 
through by wicked men unto their own de- 
flru@tion : How often would I , and yee would 
wore Matth. 22.37. lerem.13.11. But the will 
of Gods Counfell and purpofe cannot bee re-| 
fifled or withftood by all the powers of the, 
world; the Counfell of the Lord maf ‘fiand; | 
Kkkz and| 
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voluntatem Dei. 


difappoint and fubvert it, doe by thofe very 


fed tante eji il^ | workings Of theirs bring it to pafle:and when 


fapuntie tante- 


a eos esitus [i 
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nos er luflos ip- 
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by their own intentions they are enemies to it, 
by Gods wondertull ordering and dire&iag, they 
are exetuitoners of it, Rom. 9. i9. Pal. 55, 


lamti | TIe EES% Prov. 19.21. Efay 46,10. Iofb.aa, 
dant mnia que | Q. IO. 


volwitati Ow 


vidonrr adveifa | Avg. de Civ. Deilib.z2.c.1. AVi obediusty alà ligantur ; nemoLeges 
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1 Vocatio Alta 
© fecreta qud 
fit ut legi atque 


modemus afen- 
fum. Aug, Eph. 


107. vocatio 


de predeflinat. 


omnipotentis evadit. de Agone €. 
é Hugon. de Sa 


doftrine accom- | ttanflating of them from darkneffe unto light. 


Vid, 'radsardin.de cauja. Dei lib 
dd, Vifter. Sum, Sentent, Tr: far 


je CAfe SoG 13.14 $4. Anfen lib, isur Deus Homo. cap. 1$. Lumbard. 


5. According unto this diftin&ion of Gods 
will, wee are to diftinguith of his Call. Some 
are called voluntate figni , by thewill of bis pre- 
cept, when they have the will of God made 
known unto them, and are thereby perfwaded 
unto the obedience of it in the miniftry of the 
Gofpel: in which fenfe our Saviour faith many are 
called, but few chofen, Matth. 20.16.and unto thofe 
who refufed to come unto him that they might 
have life, he yet faith, Thefe things 1 fay that you 
might bee faved. Iob, 5.34.40. Orhers are called 
voluntate beneplactti, ordained firt unto eteraall 
life by the free love and grace of God, an1then 
thereunto brought by the execution of that his 
decree and purpofe in the powerfull calling and 


And this is to bee called xz opisss t according 
unto purrofe , Rom.8.28.namely, the purpofeand 


quà fit credens: | counfell of (hewing mercy to whom he will (hew 
Saxcapae 37, | ICY» Rom.9.18. 


6. They 
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6, They who are called, only as the Hen cal- 
leth her chicken, with the meere outward Call or 
voyce of Chrift in the Evangelicall Miniflry , 


may and doe refift this Cail, and fo petifh. Co: | 
razin and Bethjaida and Capernaum, were Oute | 


wardly called by the moft powerfull Minifteriall 


meanes that ever the world enjoyed, both in Do-! 


Gtrine and Miracles: and yet our Saviour tels them 
that they (ball bein a worfe condition in the day 
of Judgment then T)7e,Sidon, or Sodom , Matih. 
11.21,24. So the Prophet complaines, Who hath 
Lelieved our report or to whom is the arme of the Lord 
revealed? Efay $2.1. which the Evangelift applies 
unto the argument of converfion, 70h. 12.3 7.49. 
for fo the band or arme of the Lord is faid to be 
with his. Minifters, when by their Miniflery men 
doe turne to the Lord, 48. 11.21. And the fame 
Propbetagaine, or Chrift in him complaines , 
All the day long have I fhretchedforth my hands un- 
to a difobedient and gain[aying people : Efay 65. 
2. Rom, 10.21, So difobedient and gainfaying, 
that wee ‘finde them refolve fometimes point 
blank contrary to the Call of God, rer.4 16,17. 
Jer. 18. 11,12. Jer.2.:5. Mattb.a3.:7. 

7. They whoare called inwardly and fpiritually, 
with an heavenly Call. vocatione alti & (ecundum pro- 
pofitum, with fuch a Call as purfüeth the Counfell 
and purpofe of God for their falvation, though 


9. 8. 
Mud nefiio quo- 
modo dicitur , 
fiufira deum 
| milercri mif nos 
velimus. $i t= 
| nim Deus mif» 


tur etiam volumus; ad eandem quippe mi[ericord'am pertinet ut velimus, Aug.ad Simplician. 


librqua, He: grata que occulte bumanss cordibus divina largitate trib 


vitur à nullo duro 


cordevifpuitur. Ideo quippe triwitur y ut cordis duritia primitus auferatur, de przdeftinat, 


San&lcap 8. &cont: .z, Epi Pelag.lib.r,cap. 20+ 
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they doe refit quoad pugnam, and coruption 
in them doth ftrive to beare up againtt the 
grace of Chrift, yet they doe not refift finally and 
quoad euentum, unto the repelling or defeating of 
the operation of Gods effe&uall grace : but they 
are thereby framed to embrace , approve , and 
fabmit unto that Call, God himfelfe working a 
good will in them, captivating their thoughes unto 
the obedience of Chrift, and working in them 
that which is pleafing in his own fight, Phil. 2.12. 
2 Cor.10,5. Heb. 15.2 1. 
Andthis is done by a double A &. 

1, An A& of fpirituall teaching, and irradiating 
the minde and judgement with heavenly light, 
called by the Prophet the writing of the Law im 
the heart, and putting it into the inward parts, 
Jer. 51.5 1306.) 4 HE our Saviour, TheFarhers 
Teaching, Iob. 6.45. and the holy Spirits cow- 
vincing of finne, righteoufneffe and judgement , 
Iob.16.8,11. and by the Apoftle, a demonftration 
of the fpirit and power , 1 Cor.2.4. A fpirituallze- 
velation of wifedome out of the word unto the 
confcience, Epb.1.17. For though we are to con- 
demn fanatick revelations befides the word , and 


revelation,or manifeftation of the divine light and 
power of the word by the holy Spirit in the 
minds of men converted : for the word of God 
being a pirituall Obje& , doth unto tbe falvificall 
knowledge of it require fuch a (pirituall quality 
in the faculty which muft know it , as may be able 
to paffe a right judgment upon it; for fpirituall 
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things are [piritwaly difcerned, 1 Cor.2.14. It is. 
trae, that hypocrites and other wicked men may) 
have very much notionall and iareleZual know.) citus in fonnis 
ledge of the Scriptures, and thofe holy things fitim e. 
therein revealed, He^. 6.4. 2 Pet.2.21. But none of 2% igi 
that knowledge amounteth unto that which is. | ag Aimer log 
called the Teaching of God, and a fpirituall de- | amr, Avg. 
monftration : for the myfteries of the Gofpel | Seu 3 
were unto this end revealed, that by them we | Sol won. amer 
might be brought unto the obedience of Chrift; and E bust 
therefore the kaowledgeof them is never propor- Sic. prx 
tioned or commenturate to the ożje till the minde | multos quos do- 
be thereby made conformed unto Chrift,till the con- | M MIR 
ceptions which are framed in us touching God, | 4ii4cj multas. 
and fin sand grace,and heaven, and eternall things, divitias feire, 
be futcable to thofe which were in the minde of pe mee di 
Chrift 1Cor.2.16.Evangelicall truths are not fitted vitem facit, fed 
unto meer éatelleftuall, but unto praZscall judge- Uere Ber- 
ment. It is fuch a knowledge of Chri as may peti 
fill us with the fulneffe of God, Epb.s.18.19. A E 
knowledge that muft work communion with Chrift, 

and conformity anto him, Phil.3.10. A knowledge 

that muft produce a good comverfation, Tam.3.|_, 
13. He that faith he knoweth bim, and keepeth mot bis | 40715 reus 
Commandements, is a liar, and the truth is not in oc Bafil. b 
bim, 1 Iob. 2.3,4. We doe not know Chrif till wee | martyre ma- 
know/him as our chiefeft geod,as our choyceft trea- antes 
fureas our unfearchable riches, as Ele,and precious, Pris fapi- 
and defirable and altogether lovely , and the faire(t of eater bi 
ten thoufand,and worthy of all acceptation, incom- cap-nde dof, 
parifonof whom allche world befidesisas dung. m itan, 


€ wc c lib. v, cap.é 7. 
The knwledge of Chrift is not feeingonely, but sith heaps, 
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Seeing and taf ing, Pfal.34.8.Pfal.119.103. And 
therefore they who in one fenfe are faid to have 
known God, Rom. 1,24. are yet in the fame place, 
verfe 28. faid motto have God in their knowledge. 
It is an excellent fpeech of the Philofopher, That 
| fuch as every man is in himfelfe , fuch is the end 
that he works unto, and fuch notions he hath of 
that good which is his end. And therefore it is 
| impoffiole that a wicked frame of heart can ever 
look upon any fupernacurall objeé as his laft end, 
or as principally defireable. If I fhould feea 
man choofe a {mall trifle before a rich jewell, how- 
ever hee fhould profeffe to know the excellency 
and ro value the richneffe of that jewell ; yet I 
fhould conclude that hee did not indeed under- 
ftand the worth of it aright. And therefore unto 
| the perfe& and proper kvowledge of fupernaiurall 
things, there is required a fpeciall work of the 
grace and fpirit of Chrift opening the hearr, and 
working it co a fpirituall conftitution proporti- 
onable to fuch kinde of truchs about which it is 
| converfant, The Scripture everywhere attribu- 
teth this work unto God, and his Spirit ; It is be 
that giveth an heart to perceive, and eyes to fee, and 
earesto heave, Deut, 29-4. It is hethat giveth an 
heart to know bim, Ier.24.7. lt ishe chat mazife- 
fieth bimfelfe unto thofe that love him, Zob.14. 2 1. 
Jt is he that revealetb unto us by bis Spirit the 
things of God , 1 Cor.2.10. Itis hethat giveth us 
an under(landizg , x 10b. 5. 20. and that opens the 
underflanding to underfiand, the Scriptures , Luk, 
24.45. 48.16.14. Ic is hethatteacheth us to call 

Chrift 
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`i the heart is fo convinced of, as ferioufly to 


upm Hosta, Chap. 14. verf. 8. 


Chrift our Lord, Mattb. 6,17. 1 Cor.12.3. for the 
voyce of carnall and corrupt Reafon is, we will not 
have this man to raign over us, Luk.19.14. Every 
man naturally framcth and. fhapeth his norions of 
dotirinall matters unto the manner of his cozfci- 
ence and converfation , embracing that which is! 
confonant, and rejc&ing that which is diffonant | 
thereunto, Mic. 2.114 Efay 30.10,11, To tbe un- | 
cleane every thing is uncleane, becaufe the very | 
minde and cou[ttence of fuch men is defiled, Tit.1.15. 
This then is the firft work in effedaall calling:the 
opening of the eye of the minde rightly to conceive | 
of the things of God, of the guilt of fin, of the 
heavineffe of wrath, of the perill of perihing, 
of the weight and moment of damnation and fal- 
vation,of the things that concerne its everlafting 
peace, of the righteoufneffe of Chrift, of the 
beauties of holineffe, ofthe exceeding abundant 
weight of glory, ofthe comforts of the holy Spi- 
rit, and the unfpeakable and glorious joy (hed 
forth into the heart by believing. Thefe truths | 


ponder them, and to fix its deepeft and faddeft 
confiderations upon them, 

2. An A& of fpirituall inclining and effe&uall | 
determining the will of man to embrace the ulti- 
mate diñate of a minde thus illightned , and to 
make a moft free,{pontaneous, and joyfull choyce | 
offapernaturall good things thus rightly appre- 
hended; upon a cleare and deliberate confiderati- 
on of their excellency above all; other things, 
Phil.3.8. This A& of choofing the Lord for our 
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Operatur Deus 
in cordibus quid 
aliud quam vo- 
luntatem? Aug. 
Epift, 10.Ctr- 
tum eft nos velle 
cum volumus,fed 
ipfe facit ut ve- 
limus prebendo 
vires e[ficaciffis 
mas voluntali, 
De grat.& lib. 
arbit.cap.t6, 


rtion and chicfelt good, and of cleaving unto 
im, we finde often mentioned in the Scripture , 
Deut.30.19. Iofb.24.22. Pfal.84,10. Heb.i1.25. 
AB. 11.25, P(4.119.30.31,173.for when the foule 
of a man is fo throughly by Gods teaching con- 


| vinced of the danger and mifery of finne , wherein 


fo long as a man continueth , hee lives onely to 
|difbonour God, and to undoe bimfelfe : of the be- 
nefit of righteoufneffe in Chrift, whereby he is re- 
| conctled unto God , and adopted unto a glorious 
inheritance: and ofthe beauty of Holize[fe, where- 
by he is conformed unto Chrift his Head, and fit- 
ted forthat Inheritance: Thefe previous Aas of 
heavenly teaching,are alwayes feconded with efe- 
Bualloperations upon the will, fateable unto them- 
| felves: for the liberty ofthe will doth not ftand 
ina peremptory zzdifferenc) unto any obje& what- 
foever (elfe there fhould be no liberty in hea- 
ven) this is a defe& and imperfe&ion , not any 
matter of power or freedome; mifera vis eff va~ 
lere ad nocendum, But the liberty of will ftandeth 
| in this that being a reafonable appetite, it is apr 
| to be led one way or another, to choofe one thing 
or another, according to the di&ates of reafon, 
and fervato ordine finis, with füubje&ion to that 
which is made appeare to be the fupreame end 
and happineffe of the foule ; for every faculty is 
naturally fubfervient to the ultimate good of that 
nature whereof it is a faculty, and fhould mon- 
ftroufly exorbitate from its ufe and end, if it 
fhould put forth it felfe to the deftru&ion, orre- 
fufe to clofe with that which is the happineffe of 
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the foule unto which ir pertaines; As fooneas 
ever therefore the Spirit of grace doth by fuch 
a fpirituall and practicall demonftration, as hath 
been defcribed, fet forth God in Chriftas the fu- 
preame and moft unqueftionable end and happi- 
nefle of the foule, there are confequently futeable 
impreffions upon the will, determining it unto 
Operations conforme unto fuch a beautifull and | 
glorious obje&, and enlarging it to runne unto 
this Center, to renounce all other things andto 
cleave onely unto this. 

And thefe A@suponthe will are’, 
1. By preventing Grace, it isbended and excited 
unto heavenly appetitions , and unto the choyce 
of fuch fpirituall good things, the foveraign ex- 
cellencies whereof have been fo fweetly repre-|" RPM 
fented. Good is the obje& ofthe mil; we cannot | Ph Na | A 
will evill under the notion of evill: and among[t | s velimus fine 
good things, that which isby the pra&icall judge- | 7%% te 
ment refolved to bee deft, and that by theteach- | nobifzvm coope- 
ing of God himfelfe (who neither is deceived , | rawr, aug. de 
nor can deceive) is the object ofthe wills e/eéts- pee 
on: and thus God by bis exciting grace worketb| chitid.cap.3:. 
in us ipfum velle, chat very A& whereby we choofe] de n:c&grac- 
Chrift, and fübfcribe our name in the role of his | ; 5i Baia, 
fouldiers and fervants,anfwering the Call of God 
bya moft chearfull confent thereunto. y 

2.By afifting and cooperating Grace*, it is fur- | donavit nif 
ther enabled to put forth this good will into) trier donive- 
deed „and fo to work towards its falvation, Efo | 72». ft or 
26.12. I Cor.15.10. 4 accepero, vifus 
-Laftly, by fu/fequent. Grace , it is carried on [^ Sc. Hier. 
LII 2 
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towards perfection,to fini(h what was begun, and |: 


fo to proceed from the Zeginning of faith in vo- 
cation to the end of faith in falvation, the Spirit of 
Chrift working iz us , ashe himfelfe did work for 
us unto a confummatum et, faving to tbe uttermoft 
thofe that come unto God by bim , Phil.1.6. 1 Pet, 
9.10.Hel. 13.21. Eph. 4 A3. Heb.7.25. 

And by this meanes the zatve o/ftinacy of the 
will both in and after converfion is fübdued, 
fo that it neither doth nor can overcome the 
grace of God working effz&ually with his word : 
Firft, becaufe of the purpofe of God , to (hew mer- 
cy where hee will thew mercy, which can in no 
wife be refifted. Secondly, becaufe of the power 
of God, in the effe&uill applying of that mercy 
unto the.foules of men with admirable fweer- 
neffe, with undeniable evidence, with ineffable 
perfivafion,with omnipotent and invincible energie, 
which no hardneffe of heart is able to refufe, be- 
caufe the proper operation of it is totake away 
that hardneffs which would refufe it, and that 
by an act of equall power with that whereby 
Chrift was raifed from the dead, which all the world 
was not able to hinder or prevent, Eph.t.19, 
Col, 2,12. 1Pet.t.5. Thus we fee though wee 
defire, and endeavour, and purpofe,and covenant 
converfion and amendment of life: yet the whole 
progreffe of converfion , our promifes, our cove- 
nants,our abilities, our fufficiencies to make good 
any thing, doe all receive their ftability from the 
grace of God. ` 

From whence wee learne : Firt, Not to put 
confidence 
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confidence in our own ftudies, vowes, purpofes: | 
romifes of new obedience}: Every mam is a 
iar ; no fooner left unto himfelfe , but hee! ju, Ange de 
becomes a miferable fpe&acle of weakneffe-and | corrcpre& grat. 
mutability, Even 4dam in innocency when hee | ??*- 
was to bee fupported and perfevere by his own 
ftrength, though hee had no finne or inward 
corruption to betray him, how faddenly was he 
thrown down from his excellency by Satan with 
a poore and flender tempratiori ? how ftrangely 
did a creature of fo high and noble a conftitution | 
exchange God himfelfe for the frwit of a tree, 
believe a Serpent before a Maker, and was fo mi - 
ferably cheated as to fuppofe that by cafting 
away Gods Zmage, he (hould become the more 
like him? Who could have thought that David 
a man after Gods own heart, with one mifcarrying 
glance of his eye fhould have been plunged into 
fuch a gulfe of finne and mifery as he fell into > 
that fo fpirituall and heavenly a foule fhould be 
fo fuddenly overcome with fo fenfuall a tempta- 
tion? that fo mercifull and righteous a man 
fhould fo greatly wrong a faithfull fervant as he 
did Yriah , and then make the innocent blood 
of him whom hee wronged,a mantle to palliate 
and to cover the wrong, and make ufe of his fide- ' yx sti 
lity to convey the letters and inftru&tions for his literas in feip- 
own ruine? Who could bave thought that Lor, £1” fita fe- 
fofoone after he had been delivered from fire and 114 2. & Plu, 
brimftone, and vexed with the filthy converfarion | »reh-de Curi- 
of the Sedomites,(hould bee himfelfe inflamed | ° 
with unnatural], inceftuous luft? who could have 


füfpe&ted, 
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füfpe&ed, that Peter who had his name from a 
Rock, fhould be fo foone fhaken like a Reed, and 
after fo folema a proteftation not to forfake| 
Chrift though allelfe fhould , to bee driven with 
the.voiceof a Maide from his ftedfaftneffe, and 
with oaths and curfes be the firt that denied him? 
Surely every man in bis beft effate is altogether 
Vanity. 

Therefore it behoveth us to be alwayes hum- 
bled in the fight ofourfelves, and to be jealous 
1. Of ouroriginall smpotency unto the doing of 
any good, unto the forbearing ofany evill, unto 
the ed. of any temptation by our own 
power : In bis own might [ball no man be firong , 
1$am.2.9. To bee a finner and to be without 
firength, are termes equipollent in the Apoftle, 
Rom.5.6,8. Nay , even where there is a will to 
doe good, there is a defe& of power to perform 


it, Row.7.18, out ftrength is not in our felves,but | . 


inthe Lord and in the power of his might, and 
in the working of his Spirit in our inner man, 
Epb.6.10. 3.16. P bil.4.13. If buta good thought 
arife in our minde, or good defire and motion 
bee ftirring in our heart, or a good word drop 
from our lips , we have great caufe to take notice 
of the grace of God that offered it to us , and 
wrought it inus , and to admire how any of the 
fruit of Paradife could grow in fo heathy a wil. 


derae[fe. 
2. Of our naturall aztipatby and relu@tancy unto 


holy duties; our aptneffe to draw back towards] - 


perdition; to refufe and thru(t away the offers 
and 
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and motions of grace; our rebellion which arifeth 


from the law of the members againft the law ofthe 


minde; the continuall droppings of a corrupt 


heart upon any of the tender buds and fproutings 
of piety that are wrought within us; our aptne 

to bee weary of theyoke, and to (hike of the 
burden of Chrift from our (houlders, E/ay 4 3. 22; 
our naturall levity and inconftancy of fpirit in 


dew , which prefently is dryed up; beginning in 


for Deliverance out of Egypt, and quickly after 


who even while they are eating, if they happen to 
look afide from their eum ene lofe 


more, 


3.0f 


lany holy refolutions,continuing butas a morning | 


the fpirit and ending in the fle(h , having inter- | eeu. L7. 
\changeable fits of the oneand the other, like the | %73 e. 
Polypus, now of one colour, and anon of anothers | Plutarch. qu. 
now hot with zeale , and anon cold with fecutity; |». 492" 
now following Mofes with Songs of T bankfgiving |$ p Wit 


the thoughts of it, and goe about fecking for 


Tleavrus 186 
Tpm vid A- 


de pallio, c4p.3, 


tx Has, ide 
ydp diis de 


thrufting Mofes away, and in heart returning unto sanit ee 
Egypt againe, Such a difcompofedneffe and na- | 71/705. sa- 


Ethic libs. ca- 


turall inftability there is in the fpirit of man, that | «£e avtar 
like ftrings in an inftrument, it isapt to be altered |" 7:557. 


6.4. Hoc babent 


with every change of weather, nay while you are J inter cetera bo- 
playing on it, you muft ever and anon bee new |7} pme, te- 
tuning it; like water heated, which is alwayes |o. Lu 


manent, Levis 


offering to reduce it felfe to its own coldneffe, | ft malitia, feve 
No longer Suz, no longer light no longer Chrift, meai” Sineo 
no longer grace : If his back be at any time up- | mum “indicis 


mum indici- 


on us, our back will immediately be turned from |». ¢# male 
him’, like thofe forgetfull Creatures in Seneca, | 7, E puia 


tio, Epit 1208 
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D 3. Ofthe manifold decayes and abarements of 


the grace of God in us, our aprneffe to leave our 
first Love, Revel.2.4. How did Hezekiah fall into 
* Lege Imperi- | an impolitick vainglory *, in fhewing all his-Trea- 
ali interdict: | fures unto the Ambaffadors of a forraign Prince, 
ns iba. | thereby kindling a defire in him to be mafter of 
tio, ne garba- | fo rich a Land, as foone as God left him unto 
rer ae | himfelfe> 2 King.20-12,13- How quickly with- 
dit fines zo- | OUt continuall husbandry willa Gardez or Vine- 
manorum. Legt | yard be wafted and overgrown with weeds? How 
Tome A. | eafily is a fhip when it is at the very fhore,carried 
beante Et apud | with a ftorme back into the Sea againe? How 
Qin, ex | quickly will a curious watch if it lie open, gather 
wins ny | duft into the wheeles and bee out of order? 
admittanur, | Though therefore thou have found fweetneffe in 
ni cm. | Religions joy in the holy Spirit ; comfort, yea 
ceditur com. | heaven in good duties; power againít corrupti- 
merciam. Bote: | ons, ftrength againft temptations , triumph over 
kampais. | fi@ions, affarance of Gods favour, vigour, life, 
rum. and great enlargement of heart in the wayes of 
godlineffe ; yet for all thisbe not high-minded, 
but feare.Rememberthe flower that is wide open 
in the morning when the Sunne fhines upon it, 
may be fhut up inthe evening,before night come. 
| If the Sunne had not ftood ftill, Zofbua had nor 
taken vengeance on the enemy,'/ofh.10.13. and if 
the Sunne of righteoufneffe doe not conftantly 
fhine upon us and fupply us, wee (hall not be able 
to purfue aud carrry on any victorious aff. &ions. 
While God openeth bis hand thou art filled, bur if 
| be withdraw bis face thou wilt be troubled againe, 
| Pfal.104.28,29. Therefore take heed of refting 
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on thine owne wifedome or ftreagth. Thoumaytt| 
afterall this grieve the Spirit of God, ard caufe 
him to depart and hide himfelfe from thee: thou 
mayft fall from thy ftedfaftneffe, and lofe thy 
wonted comforts ; thou mayft have a dead win- 
ter upon the face of thy confcience, and bee 
brought to fuch a fad and difconfolate conditi- | 
on, as to conclude that God hath caf thee out of | 
bis fight, that he hath forgotten to be gracious, and 
bath [but up bis loving kindneffe in difpleafure | 
to roare out for anguith of fpirit as one whofe 
bones are broken; thy foule may draw nigh to the 
graveand thy life to the deftroyers,and thou may ft 
finde it a wofull and almoft infuperable difficulty 
to recover thy life and thy ftrength again. It was 
fo with Job, chap.10.16,17. chap.13.26. 27.28. | 
chap.16.9,13- chap.30.15,31. Itwas fo with Da- | 
vid, Pfal, 51.8. Pfal.77.2, 3.4. It was fo with 
Heman, Pfal,88. and diverfe others, See Job 33. 
19, 22. Pfal. 102.3, 11. Efay $4.6,11. Io2.1.3,4. 
Therefore we fhould ftill remember in a calme to 
provide for a ftorme; to ftirre up the graces of 
God continually in our felves that they be not 
quenched,z T#m.1.6, Soto rejoyce in the Lord,as 
withall to work out our (alvation with fear and treme 
bling, Pfal.2.11- Pbil.2.12.13. never to let the 
grace of God puffe us up , or make us forgetful 
Of our own weaknefle ; but as the Apoftle faith 
of bimfelfe in regard of Gods grace,when I am weak 
then am I firong , 2 Cor.12.10, Ío to fay of our 
felves in regard of our own naturall corruption , | 
when I am ftrong then I am weak, 
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Secondly, This muft nor fo humble us as to de- 
je&and difmay us, or make us give over the hope 
of holding out to the end , when our nature is fo 
weak, our enemies fo ftrong, our temptations fo 

«many : but we muft withall be quickned by thefe 
confiderations , with prayerto implore, and with 
faith to rely on and draw ftrength from the word, 
and grace of God, to have alwayes the window 
of the foule open towards the Sunne of righte- 
oufneffe , whereby the fupplies of his grace] to 
prevent, excite, affift, follow, eftablifhus, and car- 
ry on every good thing which he hath begun for 
us, may be continually admitted. This is one of 
the moft neceffiry duties for a Chriftian, to hold 
conftant and fixed purpofes in godlineffe: the 
Scripture frequently calls upon us for them, that 
with purpofe of beart wee would cleave unto God , 
At.11,23. Thatwe would continue in the grace of 
God, Ad. 12. 43. that we would bee rooted and 
grounded in love, Eph. 3.17. that we would hold 
faft the profefion of our faith without wavering , 
Heb.to.23.that we would be ftedfaf and unmove- 
able, alwayes abounding in the work of the Lord, 
1 Cor. 15,58. that we would look to our felves 
that wee may zot lofe the things which wee have 
wrought, 2 Iob. ver.8, that we would hold faf and 
keep the works of Chrift unto the end,Revel.2.25,2 6. 
and it is that which godly men are moftearneftly 
folicitous about and doe ftrive unto with greateít 
importunity : / bave parpofed that my {mouth fhal 
| wot tran[greffe , Pal.17.3. unire my heart to feare 
thy name, PÍal.8 6.1 1. My heart is fixed O God, my 
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`| beart is fixed, will fing andgive prayfe; Pfal, 57.7. 
Therefore in this cafe it is neceffary for us to 
draw nigh unto God, who onely can ratifie all our 
pious refolutions , who giveth power to the faint,” 
and to them that have no power encreafeth 
ftrength, E/zy 40.29. who onely can fettle and 
ftablifh the hearts of men, 1 et. 5.10. The con- 
fcience ofour duty, thefenfe ot our frailty, the | 
power, malice, and cunning of our Enemies, the | 
obligation of our Covenant, fhould dire& the | 
foule perpetually unto God for the fupply of his 
ie that that may in all our weaknefles be fuf- 

cient for us , and hold us up that we may be fafe 
as the Pfalmift fpeaks,P (2.1 19.117.and may never 
through infirmity or unftableneffe of fpirit vio- 
late our own refolutions. 

Thirdly, This is matter of great comfort unto} §; x 3. 
the godly, that in the midft of fo manytemp- 
tations, fhares, impediments, amongft which we 
walk, not only the fafety of our foules, and fecuri- 
ty of our eternall faluatios ; but even our prefent 
condition in this life, our converfion , our obedi- 
ence, all our pious purpofes of heart, all the pro- 
:greffe we make in a holy converfation, doe not de- 
pend upon the weakneffe and uncertainty of a he- 
mane will,butupon the infallible truth, the con- 
ftant promife, the immutable purpofe, the invinci- 
\:ble power, the free Iove, the abfolute grace, the om- 
-nipotent wifdome and working of God, who doth 
whatfoever he pleafeth both in heaven and earth , 
and worketh all things by the counfellof his own 
al T the Lord change not, therefore you Sonnesof 
ad Mmm:z Jacob 
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Jacob are not confumed, Aal.3.6, We poore and 
weak men change with every winde, ftrong to day 
and weak to morrow ; fixed and refolure to day , 
fhaken and ftaggering to morrow : ranning for- 
ward to day, and revolting as faftto morrow : no 
bold to be taken of our promifes, no truft to bee 
given to our Covenants. Like Peter on the water, 
we walk one ftep and we fink another. Allour 
comfort is this, our (trength and ftanding is not 
founded in out felves, but inthe rock whereon we 
are built,and inthe power of God,by which we are 
keprthrough faith unto falvation, out of whofe 
hands none are able topluck us; our very actions 
are wrought in us,and carried on unto their end 
by che power of Chrijt, who hath mercy, wifedome , 
and ftrength enough to refcue us, as from the 
power of helland death, fo from the danger of 
our own fickle and froward hearts. To feea man 
when hee is halfe a mile from his enemy draw a 
fwordto encounter him, or take up a ftone to hit 
him, would bee but a ridiculous fpe&acle : for 
what could he doe with {uch weapons by his own 
ftrength at fach a diftance? But if he mount a 
canon, and point that levell againft che enemy , 
this we doe not wonder at though the diftance be 
fo great : becaufe though the action be originally 
his, yetthe effe@ofit proceedeth fromthe force 
of the materials and inftruments which he ufeth, 
to wit, the powder,the bullet, the fire , the canon. 
It feemed abfurd in theeye of the enemy for little 
David with a Shepheards bagge and a fling to goe 

edin 


againft Goliah anarmed Gyant: and it produc 
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his proud heart mach difdaise and infultation , 
1 Sam.i7.41,42.43. But when wee heate: David 
mentionthe name of God,in the ftrength and con- 
fidence whereof he came againft fo proud an ene- 
my , this makes us conclude weake David (trong 
enough to encounter with great Goliah. It is not | 
ourowa ftrength, bur the love of God which isthe 
foundation of our triumph over all enemies, Rom. 
8.38.39 
139: Te. 

But fome will then fay, then we may be fecure; Ee 1 
If Gods grace and power be ouralone ftrength 5 | of ad fecuita- 
then let us commit our felves and our falvation | tem omnis Reli- 

E " " B gionis pellem ér 
unto him, and in the meane time give over all resi 
thoughts and care of it our felves, and live as wee | nibus ingene- 
lift; no a& of ours can fruftrare che counfell or derer de 
|tbe loveof God. To rhis we anfiver with the A- | 2777 Dogma- 
poltle, God forbid, Though the enemies of Free | riiscivea artic. 
Grace doe thus argue, yet they who indeed have | 5/9». 

Bue» y Nos autem din 
the graceof God in their bearts)have Jester learned | (ij, humanam 
Chrift : For it is again(t the formall nature of the bbl 
grace and Spirit of Chrift ro füffzr thofe inwhom veri ad RANE 
it dwelleth to give over themfelves unto fecurity | dim ptio 
and neglect of God: forgrace isa vitall and aftive eire 
principle, and doth fo, work ix ws, asthat it doth | 77, fat in ant 
withall \difpofe and dire& us unto working to. | moejus deliar 
The property of grace is to fight againft andto | 7. ae 
kill finne, as being moftextremely contrary unto. | incommutabilis | 
it, and therefore it is a mot irritiouall. way of | 20% YR 
arguing to argue from the being of grace to the | £7 557, ut 
moreremur pecca'o, quid aliud faciemus fi vivemus in co mft nt Grat'a fimus Ingrati? ne- 
que enim quà laudat beneficium m'dicine , prode[Je aa bos dicit, érc, Duos pre(civit ut prades 
Jlimaret, pradeftinauit we vocaret , vosavitut juflificarct, jufificavit ut glrifiaret, Aug.de 
Spiritu & liter.cap.3.5.6.50, f 
life 
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life of finne. How [ball we that are dead to inne , 
live any longer therein 2 Rom.6.2. lt we be dead to 
finne, this is argument enough in the Apoftles 
judgement, why we fhould fet our affe&ions on 
things above, Col.3.2.3. The grace of God doth 
not only ferve to bring falvation, but to teach us 
to deny ungodline[Je and worldly lufts, and to live fox 
Lerly, righteoufly and godly, in this prefent world , 
Tit,2.11.12. He who hath decreed falvation as the 
endy hath decreed alfo all the antecedent meanes 
unto that end to be ufed in a manner futeable to 
the condition of reafonable and voluntary agents:un- 
towhom it belongs, having their minds by grace 
illie btned, and their wills by grace prevented, to 
cooperate with the fame grace>in the further purfü- 
ance oftheir falvation, And if at any time cor- 
ruption fhould in'Gods children abufe his grace 
and efficacy unto fuch prefümptuous refolutions , 
they would quicklyrue fo unreafonable and. car- 
nali a way'of arguing, by the wofull fenfe of Gods 
difpleafure in withdrawing the comforts of his 
grace fromthem, which would make them ever 
‘after take heed how they turned the grace of God 
into wantonreffe any more.‘ Certainely, the more 
the fervants of God are afJured of bis affiftance, 
the more carefull they are in ufing it unto his 
own fervice. Who more fure of the grace of God 
then the Apoftle Paul; who gloried of it astbat 
that made him what he was, By the grace of God 1 
am that I am;who knew that Gods Grace was fuffici- 
ent for him; and that nothing could feparate him 


from the love of Chrif ; who knew whom he bad be- 
lieved 
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lieved, and that the grace of the Lord was exceeding 

abundant towards him 2 and yet who more tender | 

and fearefull of finne » who more fet againft cor-| 

ruption? more abundant in duty? more preffng | 

unto perfection, then he? This is the nature of| 

race to animate and a&uate the faculties of the 

- | foule in Gods fervice, to ratifie our Covenants , 
and to enable us to performe them. 

Fourthly , As it is fingular comfortto the fer- 
vants of God, That their own wills and purpofes 
are in Gods keeping, and fo tbey cannot ruine 
themfelves : fo is it alfo, That all other mens 
wills and refolutions are in Gods keeping too, fo 
that they (hall not be able to purpofe or refolve 
on any evill againft the Church, without Ieaye 
from him. So then firk , when the rageand paffis 
ons of men break out, Tribe divided againft Tribe, 
brother againft brother, father againft child, 
head. againft body; when the band of unity 
which was wont to knit together this flourith. 
ing Kingdom , is broken like the Prophets ftaffe , 
and therewithall the Beauty of the Nation mifer- 
ably withered and decayed (for thefe two goe ftill 
together, Beauty and Bands, Zach.11.10,14s) we 
muft look on all this as Gods own work. [twas he 
that fent an evill (pirit between Abimelech and the 
men of Shechem for the mutuall puni(hment of the 
finnes of one another, 144g.9 .2 3. It was he who 
turned the bearts of the Egyptians to hate bis people 


and ta deale {ubtilly with them, P (al. 105.25. He fent 
the Affyrian againft his people giving hima charge 
to take the fpoyle and the prey, and to tread them down 

t AD like 
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like the mire of the ffreets , E/aytc.16.6. He ap- 
pointed the fword of the King of Batylon, by his 
overruling dire&ionto goc agatuft Ludah and not 
againft the Ammonites, Exek.21.19 22. Heby the 
fecret command of bis providence marked fume 
for fafety, and gave commiffion to kill and flay o- 
thers, Exek.5.4,5- It is be who giveth Jacob for 
a {pole and Ifrael to the robbersand pemretb out up- 
on them the ftrength of battell , Efay 42.24325. If 
there be evil! iz a City, in a Kingdome, the Lord 
hath done ir, Amos 3.6. Efay 45.7. This confide- 
ration is very ufefull both to bumble us, when 
we confider that God hath a controverfie againft 
the Land, and thar it is he whom we have to 
do withall in thefe fad commotions that are inthe 
Kingdomes; and to quiet and filence us, that we 
may not dare murmurre at the courfe of his wife 
and righteous proceedings with us : and to dire& 
4s with prayer, faith , and patience , to implore, 
and in his good time to expe& fuch an iffùe and 
clofe as weare fare (hall be for his own glory, and 
for the manifeftationof his mercy towards his peo- 
ple, and his Z#ftice towards all that are implacable 
enemies unto Sion, 

2. Inthe troubles of the Church this is matter 
of fingular comfort,that however enimies may fay, 
This and that we will doe, hither and thither we 
will goe; though they may combine together and 
bee mutually confederate , P/al.83.2,5. and gird 
themfelves, and take counfell,and (peak the word, 
yet in allthis God hath the'cafting voyce. There 
is littleheed to be given unto what Ephraim faith, 


except 
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"lexcept God fay the fame : without him whatfo- 
ever is counfelled, (hall come to nought; whatfoever 
is decreedor fpoken, fha! not ftand,# {ay 8.9, 10. wee 
have a lively Aypotypofis or defcription of the 
fwift’, confident and furious march of the great 
Hoaf of Senacharib towards Ieru[alem , with the 

. [great terrors and confternation of the Inhabitants 

in every place where they came, weeping, flying, 

removing their habitations, Efay 10.28,29,30,31. 
and when he is advanced unto Nod, from which 
place the City Zerafalem might be feen, he there 

{hook his hand againft Zerufslem, threatning what 

he woulddoeuntoit. And then when the waters 

were come to the very neck,and the 4/fzriaz was 

inthehigth of pride and fury, God fent forth a 

prohibition againft all their refolutions,and that 

huge Army which was for pride and number, like 
thethick Trees of Lebanon , were fuddenly cut 
down by a mighty one, towit, by the Angel of 
the Lord, verf. 53. 34. compared with Ezek.3r. 

310. E(ay 17.12,13,14. 37.36. therefore, . 

3. Our greateft bufineffe is te spply our felves 
to God, who alone is the Lord that bealeth us,who 
alone can joyne the two (ticks of Ephraim and Indah, 
and make them one, Exod.15.26. Extk.37.19. 
that he would ftill the raging of the Sea,and com- 
mand acalmeagaine. He can (sy, Ephraim {ball (ay 
thus and thus ; hee hath the hearts of Kings, and 


confequently of all other men in bis -hands, 
Prov.21.1, and he caz tura them as rivers of wa- 
ter, which way foever he will , as mes by art can 
derive waters and divert them from one courfe to 
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Herodot. libs 1. id i i 

Neben. cy, | another (as they did in the Siege of Babylon, as 
voped lib.z. $a. | Hiftorians tell us, whereunto the Scripture feem- 
liamus. Anno 
mundi 3515. 
$5€ 3516. : - 
51»5irw,R«- | overrule the purpofes of men as it pleafeth him, 
lighliss.4" | reconciling Lambs and Lions unto one another , 


eth to refette, Efay 43.15, 16. Ef) 44.137,28. 
1&r.50.58. Ter.51.36.) he can fiway, alter, divert, 


Efay 11.6. making Zfrael, Egypt, and Affyria a 
together, Efay 19. 24,25. heecanfayto Balaam 
Bleffz, when his minde wasto Curfe, Zofb.24.10. 
hecan türnthe wrath of Laban iato a covenant of 
kindneffe with Iacob, Ge2,3 1. 24,44.and when E faz 
bad advantage to execute his threats againft his 
brother, he can then turne refolutions of cruelty 
into kiffes, Gen. 33. 4.and when Saul hath com- 
paffed David and his men round about, and is 
moft likely to take them, he can eventhen take 
him off by a neceffary diverfion, 1 Sam.23.26,27, 
28. This isthe comfort of Gods people , That 
what ever men fay, except God fay it to, it fhall 
come all to se vr ds can reffraine the wrath of 
men whenfoever i: pleafeth him,and he will doe it, 
when it hath proceeded fo farre as to glorifie bis 
power, and to make way forthe morenotable mazi- 
feftation of bis goodnefje vo his people, Pfal.76.10, 
And thus farre of Gods anfwer to the Covenant 
of Ephraim, They promifed to renounce Idols , 
and here God promifeth that they (hall renounee 
them. 
Now thereare two things more to be obferved 
from this expreffion, what have I to doe any 
| more with Idols? :, That in true Converfion God 
maketh our fpeciall finne to be the obje& of our 
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gteateft deteftation : which point hath been 
-Opened before. 2. From thofe words any more, 
‘That the nature of true repentance is To break fix 
eff as the expreffion is, D47.4.27. and not to fuf- 
fer a man to continue any longer in it;Rom.6.1,2, 
| It makes a man cfteeme the time paft fufficient to | 
have wrought the will of the Gentiles , 1 Pet.4.| 
2,3. and is exceeding thrifty cfthetime to come, 
fo to redeem it as that God may have it allsdorh 
not linger, nor delay , nor make ob e&ions, or 
ftick at inconveniences, or raife doubts whether 
it be feafonableto goe out of Egypt and Sodome or 
no : Is not at the floggards language modo G modo, | Now erat am- 
a little more fleep, a little more flamber: nor at pedcs 
Agrippas language «lmoft thou per{wade(t me x nor | tate convidtus , 
at Felix his language, when Ihave a convenient fea. | "if tantiim vers 
fon 1 will fend for thee : but immediatly refolves | tina Sm- 
with Pas! not to conferre with flefh and blood, | ecce meo, fme 
Gal. 1.16. and makes hafe to flie fromthe wrath to | «sie», Sed 
come, while it is eto come, before it overtake | zo babebant 
us, Luk.3. 7. dcthnot make anxiousorcavilling | modum, Aug. 
queftions, what [ball 1 doefor the hundred talents? | ona ipo 
How (ball I maintaine my life, my credit, my | pisctem e» con- 
family? how fhall I keep my friends? how fhall | tnentiam, fed 
I preferve mine interefts,or fupport mine eftate ? | jai modine 
but ventures the loffe of all for the excellency o£ | exaudires, 
the knowledge of Chrift, Matth.13.46.Phil.3,7,8. een a 
is contented to part with a skie-fullofStarresfor| ^ ^^ 
one Sunne of Righteoufneffe. The Converts that 
returne to Chrift, come like Dremedaries, like 
Doves, likess bip s;no wings,no failes can carry them 
faft enough from their former courfes unto him, 
4 Nnnz Eff. 
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|32. There is no finne more contrary to repen- 


Ef4.60.6,7,8,9. Abraham is up betimes in the 
morning though it be to the facrificing ofa Son, 
Gen.22.3. David makes hafte and delayes not when 
he is to keep Gods Commandements, Pfal.x19.60, 
when Chrift called his Difciples, zmmediately they 


| left their nets, their Ship , their Father, and fol- 


lowed him , 44atth.4.20,22. This is the mighty 
power of Repentance; It doth not give dilatory an- 
firers, It doth not fay to Chrift, goe away zov , and 
come to morrow, then I willheare thee; I am not 
yet olderough, or rich enough, I have not gotten 
yet pleafure, or honour, or profit, or preferment 
enough by my finnes ; but prefently it heares and 
entertaines him, I have finne enough already to 
condemn, to (hame, to flay me; 1 have fpent 
time and ftrength enough already upon it, for fuch 
miferable wages as (hame and death come to; 
Therefore I. will never ay more have to doe with 
it. This is the fiveet and moft ingenuous voyce of 
Repentance; The thing which 1 fee not, Teach me, 
and if Ihave done iniqutty,I will doe no more, Iob 34, 


tance then Apoftacie : for godly forrow worketh 
Repentance unto (alvation which the foule never 
finds reafon torepentof, 2 Cor.7.10,11. Letus 
therefore take heed of an evil heart of unbeliefe in 
departing from the living God, Heb.z.32.and of 
drawing tack unto perdition, Heb..10,39.0f dif- 


miffing our fizzes, as the Jewes did their fervants,| 


Ter.34.16,and calling them back again: for Satan 
ufually returnes with even more wicked [pirits , and 
maketh the Haft tate of fuch aman worfethen the 


firft,| 
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firk, buk,11.25. Ground which hath been a long 
time laid down from tillage unto pafture , if af- 
terwards it bee em broken, will bring a much 
greater crop of corne, then it did formerly when 
it was a common field. And fo the heart which 
hath been taken off from (inne, if it returne to it 
againe, willbee much more fruitfull then before. 
As lean bodies have many times the /frongeft appe- 
tite, fo luft when it hath beene kept leane, re- 
turnes with greater hunger unto thofe objects that 
feed it. A ftreame which hath been topped, will 
rupne more violently being once opened a- 
gaine. Therefore in Repentance wee muft fhake 
hands with finne for ever, and refolve never more 
to tamper with it. 

Now in that the Lord faith, z have beard him 
and obferved bim : wee learn hence: Firft, That 
God heareth and anfwereth the prayers only of 
penitenis, When a man refolves I will have zo 
more to doe with finne,then, not till then,doth his 
prayer finde way to God. Impenitencie clogs the 
wing of devotion, and ftops its paffage unto Hea- 
ven. The perfon muft be accepted before the peti- 
tion : Chrif Jefus is the Prieff that offereth,and the 
Altar which fan&ifieth all our fervices, 1 Pet.2.5. 
Efay 56.7. And Chrift will notbe their Advocate 
in Heaven, who refufe to have him their King on 
earth. The Scripture is in no point more ex- 
preffe then in this. Zf regard iniquity in my heart , 
the Lord will sot kesre me, P (11.65.18. Prayer is a 
powring out of the heart s if iniquity be harboured 
there, prayer is obftru&ted, and if it doe break 
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out, it will have the fent and favour of ther iniqui- 
tyuponit. The facrifice of the wicked is am abomi- 
nation tothe Lord, Prov.15.8. borh becaule it is 
impure in it felfe, and hath zo Altar to fan&ifie 
it. He that turneth away bis eare from hearing the 
Law, even bis prayer Jball bean abomination , Prov, 
28.9. Great reaíon that God Mould refufe to 
beare him who refufeth to heare God ; thet hee 
who will nor ler God befeech him (as hee doth 
in his word, 2 Cor. 5.20.) fhould not be allowed 
tO. befeech God, Prov.1.24.28. Efay 1.15. His 
eave is not heaviethat it cannot heare, £ut intquitie 
feparates between us and bim, and hides bis face 
that hee will not heare , Efay 59.1,2. Ezef,8.18. 
God heareth not finners , Iob.9.31. the prevalency 
of prayer is this that itis the prayer of a righteous 
man, Lam.5.i 6. And indeed zo wicked man can pray |: 
in the true and proper notion of prayer. Ir is 
true; there is a kinde of prayer of nature when men 
cry in their diftreffes unto the God and Author 
of nature, for fuch good things as nature feeleth 
the want of, which God in the way of bis general] 
providence and common mercies is fometimes 
pleafed to anfwer futeably to the naturall defires 
af thofs that ask them. But the prayer of faith 
(which is the true norion of prayer, Rom. 10.1.4, 
Tam.5.15.) goes not to God as the Author of 
nature , butas the God of grace, and the Father of 
Chrift, and doth not put up meer #atura!, bur 
fpiritual requefts unto himas toan heavenly Father, 
which requefts proceed from the fpirit of grace 
and fupplication, teaching usto pray as we Ought, 
Zach. 


—— 


upon Hosea, Cbap.14. verf.8. 103 
Zach. 12-10. Rom. 8.26,27. Gal.4.6. So that they presen 


who have not the fpirit of Chrift enabling them | piransafestum, 
to cry Abba Father ate not able to pray a prayerof, ARIS 
faith, Prayer hath two wills concurring in itwhen | 2/2/44 dele 
Lever it is right, Our will put forth in defires, and | adbue incogni- 
Gods will refpected asthe rule of thofe defires : for | "6 prte re>, 
we are not allowed to defire what wee will our | fnrm exude 
felves of God, but we muft ask according to bis will, | ma, Epiat. 
1Job,s.x4. Now whenfoever impeniteat finners | °P: 
pray for fpirituall things, they doe ever pray con- 
trary to one of thefe Two wills: when they pray 
for mercy and pardon, they pray agaim(i Gods 
will, for that which God will aor give : for mercy 
is propofed to, and provided for thofe that for- 
fake finne, Prov.28,13- hee who chofeth to hold 
fakt (inne, doth by his orz eleftion forfake imercy : 
for the goodne[fe of God leads to vepentance,Rom.a.4 
Gods mercy is a holy mercy, Itwill pardon finne] iam a: oa 
forfaken, but 4 will ee odi yan retained. A- dia ese 
aine , when they pray for grace, the againft | mus fi quis of- 
Deir oma, will , for that which: dcl percha rl [mer 
would not have: [t is impoffiblé;fbat a man fhould | vete , fea nolu- 
fo:mally will the holding faf and continuing in | 727 5«Pe 
finne (as every irapenirent man doth) and with the Pepper 
fame will (hould truly defire the receiving of | tverum ae 
grace, which is deftruétiveto the continuance of dutem 
finne :and ifa wicked man doe truly »z//the grace Epila En 
of God when he prayesfor it, why doth he refufe 
the fame grace, when he heareth it in the Mini(try 
ofthe Word offered un:ohim? If God offzr it, 
and he defire it, how comes irnorto be reccived > |- 
Certainly there is not any thing in the corrupt 
1 heart {+ 
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heart of man by nature which can willingly clofe 
with any fan&ifying grace of the Spirit of Chrift. 
Selfe-deniall is a concomitant in all As of grace, 
and felfe-feeking in all A&sof luft; and therefore 
where there is nothing but luft, there can be no 
reall volition of grace which is fo contrary un- 
to it. 
$.17. This teacheth us to have penitent refolutions, 
and fpirituall aimes in all our prayers, if we would 
have them prevaile at the throne of grace. We are 
now under the heavy calamity of a Civillwarre : 
And very defirous we are it fhould be removed; 
we fuffer and languith, and fret, and pine away, and 
we complaine everywhere of want, and violence. 
But who fet themfelves to cry mightily to God, 
and call upon their foule as the Marriners upon 
lonab, O thou fleeper,what meaneft thou , arife, call 
upon God? Haply we goe fo farre, we pray too, 
and yet receive no anfwer, becaufe we ask amife, 
Iam. 4..1,2,3. wee are troubled that our lafis are 
abridged of their fuell; or that our nature is de- 
privedofher neceffaries,and for thefe things wee 
pray. But till ourtroubles bring us to feek God 
more then our felves ; make us more fenfible o 
his wrath then of our own wazts more difpleafed 
at what offends bim , then at what pincheth and 
eppre[Jetb our felves ; we cannot promife our felves 
an anfwer of peace. The Marriners cryed,and the 
Tempeft continued fill, Zonab was tobe caft over; 
fo longas there was a fugitive from God in the 
Ship, the ftorme would not ceafe. Never can we 
promife our felves any comfortable fruit of our 
prayer 
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prayers, till the aime of them is (pirituall,that God) 
may be honoured, that his Church may be cleanfed 

and reformed, that our lives may be amended,that | 
whatfoever forfakes God in us may be caft away. 
TillG ods whole work be performed upon Mount Sion od 
upon Ierufalem , we cannot promife our felves that 

he will call in his Commiffion & Charge to take 

the fpoile and the prey , E/ay 10. 12. And there- | 
fore our greateft wifedome is to confider what | 
God calls for, to make it cur prayer,and endea- 

vours, that his will and counfell may be fulfilled y 

the more wee make God our end, the fooner we 

{hall recover our peace againe. 

Secondly , We learn, that our performance of | 
daty , doth depend much upon Gods hearing and | 
anfwering of prayer. Epbraim will have no more 
to doewith Idols, becaufe God hath heard him. 
Prayer is the key of obedience, and the introduction 
unto duty. The principles of duties are, wifdome 
to know and otder them ; will to defire and intend 
them; fivength to performe and perfevere in the 
doing of them : And all thefe are the produ& of 
Prayer. 1f any want wifedome, let him ask it of God, 
Iam.1.5. fo Solomon did, 1 Kings 3.9. and whoam 
1, and what is my people faith David, that wee 
fhouid bee able to offer [o willingly? for all things 
come of thee, 1 Chrox.29.14. and the Apoftle 
prayes for the Ephefians that God would grant 
them to be ftrengthned with might by his Spirit in 
the inward man , Epb.3.16. tbe principles of duty 
are the fruits of prayer, and therefore the per- 
formance of duty doth much depend on the 
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hearing and anfwering of prayer. 
$19. Thirdly, We learn from Gods obferuing, or ha- 


ving a carefull and vigilant cye upon Ephraim, 
That when we renounce all carnall and finfull con- 
fidence, and caft our felves wholly upon God , 
engaging his eye of favour and providence unto 
us, tbiswillbe a moft fufficient prorection againft 
all the cruelties of men, One would think when 
we heare a fword threatned , dafhing of Infants, 
tipping of women , the Prophet fhould have cal- 
led on them to take unto them weapons to make 
refiftance (and certainly the ufe of meanes in füch 
cafes is neceflary; the fivord of the Lorddoth not 
exclude the fword of Gedeon.) One would think, 
Take to you words , were but a poore preparation 
againft a deftroying enemy : yet this is all that 
the Prophet infifts on; when the 4fsirian comes 
againft you, doe you Take with you words; your 
lips fhall be able to defend more then his Armies 
can annoy. Words uttered from a penitent 
heart in time of trouble unto God, are ftronger 
then all the preparations of flefh and blood, be- 
caufe that way as prayer and repentance goe , 
that way God goethtoo. Amalek fights, and Mofes 
{peaks unto God in behalfe of Ifrael, and the 
lifting up of his hands prevailes more then all 
the ftrength of 1/rael befides, Exod.17, 1.12. One 
man of God that knowes how to manage the caufe 
of 1frael with him, is tbe Chariets and horfemen of 
Ifrael, 2 Sam.2.12.NV hat huge Armies did -4[2 and 
| Jebofbapbat vanquifh by x power of prayer? |. 
zCbros,14.Y1. 20.25,25. Till God forbid prayer, 
as 
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ashe did to Zeremy, Zer.7.16. 11.14. and take of 
the hearts of his fervants from crying unto him in 
behalfe of a people, we have reafon to hope that 
he will at laft think thoughts of mercy towards 
them. Exod.31.10, 14. and in the meane time, | 
when they are reduced to the condition of father- | 
leffe children, hewillbe a Guardian unto them; his 
eye of providence and tuition will obferve them, 
andtake care of them; He is tbe Pather of the father- 
leffe,and Iudge of the widdow, even God iz his boly ha- 
bitation, Pfal.68.3. 

Now in thathe faith, Z am a green firre-tree, It) 6,30; 
is a promife made in oppofition to allthe vaine a 
fuccors which they relyed on before, intimating 
that in ftead of them he would be their.defence 
and fhelter , that they fhould not need to hide 
themfelves under fuch narzow refuges. Whatfo- 
ever humane wifedome, wealth, power, or other 
outward meanes men have to defend themfelvcs 
withall, yet they fhall never finde any true and 
folid prote&ion but inand from God afrer found 
converfion unto him. The firre-tree Pliny faith, ca- 
fteth not its leaves, & fo yeelds a perpetuall (hade 
both in winter and in fummer. To note that found 
converfion yeeldeth comfort in all conditions 
of life. Though the earth bevemoved,and tbe moun- i 
taines carried into tbe midft of the Sea, Gc. P(al. a. 
253. Habac,3.16,17,18. However it be, God is good 
20 Iftael,and it [ball goe well with the righteous, bewill 
be for a fantiuary to his people that they need not be 
affraid, Efay 8.12,13, 14. Ifyouwou'dhave your |. 
hearts above all the troubles of the world, get un- 
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der this firre-tree, caft you felves under this pro- 
teGion, get into the Chamber of Gods providence 
and promifes,and then though the troubles of the 
world may ftrip you of all outward comforts, yet 
God willbe all unto you. 

Laftly, in that hee faith, From me is thy fruit 
found : We learn,that though good works be Ours 
when they are done by us, yet they come from God 
who enableth us to doe them ; we beare them, but 
Godworketh and produceth them in us: The uty 
is ewrs, but the efficacy and bleffing is bis. This 
falleth in with what hath been handled in the firft 
Do@trine; and therefore I (hall fay no more of it. 
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Hosea Chap.14.ver.9. 


9.. Who is wife, and be (ball underftand thefe things? 
Prudent,and he fhall know them? (or tbe mayes of 
the Lord are right , and the juft [ball walk in 
them: but the tran(greffors fal all therein. 


Hefe words ate a moft patheticall 

clofe,andas it were a Seale which the 

Prophet fetteth to all the Doctrine 

’ of hiswhole book, and to the courfe 

of his miniftry ; implying, firt, A 

ftrong affeveration of the truth of all thofe things 
which he had inthe name of God delivered unto 
them, Secondly, An elegant and forcible ex- 
citation of the people unto a fad and ferious ponde- 


ofthem, laying to heart the fins therein char- 
t. the duties therein required , the judgements 
rein threatned, the bleflings therein promifed. 
‘And withall thirdly, 2 tacit complaint of the pauci- 
ty of thofewho were wife unto falvation, and s] 
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the defperate ufe which wicked men make of the 
word of God, and the Miniftry of his grace ; 
namely, to tumble at it,and to turne it unto them- 
felves into an occafion of ruine. 
who is wife and be [ball underftand, &c.] The in- 

terrogation is firft a fecret exprobratton of folly un- 
to his hearers, or the greateft part of them : for fo 
this kinde of interrogation doth frequently in 
Scripture intimate either a #egation, or at leaft the 
rarene[Je and difficulty of the thing fpoken of : as 
Who batb known the minde of the Lord? x Cor.2.16. 
who [ball lay any thing to the charge of Gods Elett 2 
Rom.8.33. Thefeare negatives. Who knoweth the 
power of thine anger ? Pfal.go.11. ho amongf | 
you will give eare to this? Efay 42.23. who bath 
believed our report? or to whom is the arme of the 
Lord revealed? Efay53.1. Thefeare Reffriives, 
Who ? that is, few or nonearefüch. Secondly, 
An carneft wifb and defire of the Prophet. O that 
men were wife to underftand thefe things and lay 
themto heart! as, who fball deliver me from this 
body of death 2 that is, O that I were delivered! Rom. 
7:24.Who will bem us any good? Pfal.4.7. that is, 
O that any could doeit. Thirdly, A ftrong af- 
| firmation or demonftration wherein true wifedome 
doth indeed confift ; andwbar men that are truly 
wife, will doe, when the wayes of God areby the 
Miniftery of his fervants fet forth before them; 
namely , ponder and confider the great weight 
and confequence ofthem, as ler. 9.12.13. ho is 
| the wife man that may underftand this? namely, as it 
followeth, for whatthe Land perifbethjand-isburnt 
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up like a wilderneffe that none paffeth thorough > | 
And the Lord faith , becaufe they baveforfaken my 
Law, which 1 fet before them, &c. This is the cha- 
ra&er ofa wife man, to refolve the judgements that 
are upon a people, into their proper original , 
and not to alledge zoz caufam pro caufa. Fourthly, 
a vehement awakening and quickning of the peo- 
ple unto this duty of fad attendance on the words 
which he had fpoken unto them, as Exod.32.26. 
whois onthe Lords fide? Let him come unto me. 
and a Kings 9.32. Wbo is on my fide? who? So it | 
is as ifthe Prophet fhould kave faid , There are 
none of you who have been my hearers, but would 
willingly retaine the reputation of wife and under- 
ftanding men, and would efteeme it an high indig- 
nity to bee recorded unto all Ages for fooles and 
mad men. Well, I have preached amongft you 
any yeares together ( fixty are the feweft chat 
we can well compute , fome fay feventy, others 
above eighty ) but alas , what entertainment hath 
mine Embaffage received what operationor fuc- 
ceffe hath it had amongft you? Are there not the 
Calves ftill tanding at Daz and Bethel? doe not 
carnall policies prevaile ftill againft the expreffe 
will of God 2 O if there be any wife, any prudent 
men amongft you, ( and O that all Gods people 
were fuch) let them,now at length in the clofe of 
my Miniftery towards them, fhew their wifedome, 
by giving heed to what I have declared from the 
Lord,that they may learn to walk in Gods righte- 
ous wayes , and may no: ftumble and perifh by 
them, 


Here 
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§, 2. 
Due funt partes 
Rationis fecun- 
dim Plilofa- 
phum una Vots 
superno) altera 
Avyisinà 
vatlocinan 
deliberamus it 
ordine ad more. 
vide Arift. Es 
thic lib.é.ca. 2. 
& cap.8. 


“tad divar 
prop gobr- 
uO ina X 
TÄ gpdxTIKos, 
Arift Ethic lib. 
T6. 

tol 4 £y 
uh dpiczav 
Croubres aig 
sSiSabe,y ro- 
dor pal 
rres xpa- 
arol, xiy ate 
yen dà 
yada 7d 
dà xpis® di- 
dáypata y 
Ju[lin Mar- 
tyredpol:ta 
Qui -brisani 


Here are two words ufed to expreffe the wife- 
dome which God requireth in thofe who would 
fruitfully heare his word; the one importing a 
mentall knowledge of the things, and the other a 
|prađicall and prudentiall judgement in pondering 
them, and in difcerning the great moment and 
confequence of them unto our eternall weale or 
woe. So the Apoflle prayes for the Colo/fians, That 
they might te filled with the knowledge of Gods | 
will iz all wifedome and fpirituall underftanding, 
Col.1.9. In meere notionall things which are on- 
ly to be known for themfelves, and are not fur- 
ther reducible unto ufe and pra&ice , it is fuffici- 
ent that a man knowesthem. But infüch things 
the knowledge whereof is ever in order unto a 
further ezd,there is required befides*the knowledge 
it felfe, a faculty of wżfdome and judgement to ap- 
ply & manage that knowledge refpectively to that 
end, and for the advancement of it. Now we know 
that Theologicall learning is all of it pra&zeall , and 
hath an intrinfecall refpe& and order unto t wor- 
[bip and obedience: therefore it is called the know- 
ledge of the truth which is after godline[fe , Tit.x.x. 
The feare of the Lord is the beginning of wifedome , 
anda good underftanding have all they that doe bis 
Commandements, Pfal. 111.10. keep his judge- 
| ments and doe them , for this is your wifedome an 
| underftanding, Deut „4.6 therefore, befides the bare 
knowledge of truth , there is required wifdome, 
and fpirituall underftanding to dire& that know- 


nominis opus non egt, Chriflianws non effe videtursSalvian, de Gus 
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ledge unto thofe holy ufes and faving ends for 
which is was intended. 


"The doubling of the fentence is the augmenting | 


of the fenfe, to note, that it is the fupreme and 
moft excellent a& of wifdome and prudence fo 


| to know the word and the wayes of God, as with | 


a pra&icall judgement to ponder them in order to 
falvation. 

By the wayes of the Lord wee are to underftand 
1. Thewayes of his /adgements , and of his won- 
derfull providence towards men : which however 
to the proud and contentious fpiiit of the wicked 
they muy feeme perver[e and inordinate, and are to 
the eye of all men * avfearchaPle ; are yet by fpiri« 
tuall wifedome acknowledged to bemoft righteous 
and holy, to have ro crookedneffe or diforder in 
| them, but to beecarried on in an evenand ftrait 
way unto the ends whereunto his holy counfell 
doth dire& them. His works are perfett, and all bis 
mayes are Judgement Deut. 32.4. When leremy had 
aminde to plead with the Lord concerning his 
Iudgements , yet he premifeth this as a matter un- 
quettionable that God was righteous in thew all, 
Ter 12.1. 

2. The wayes of his will word and wor[bip; fo the 
word is often taken in Scripture to fignifie the Do- 
Grine which men teach, as Matth.22 16. 48. 13. 


lo. 40.18.25. 22.4. and damnable herefies are | 


called pernicious wayes,in oppofition to the way of 
truth, z Pet.2.2. and the rites or rules of corrupt 
worthip atecalled by the Prophet the way of Beer- 
[heba, Amos 8.14. And thefe wayes of Godarelike- 
| Ppp wife 
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wife very ftrait,whichcarry menon in a fure line 
unto an happy end,?/a.19.8.whereas wicked wayes 
have crookedneffe and perverfneffe in them , P[z/. 
125.5. and this way feemes here chiefly to bee 
meant,becaufe it followes , The Zuft will walk in 
them, that is , they will fo ponder and judge of the 
righteous wayes of God in his word, asto make 
choyce of them for their way of happineffe 
wherein they intend to walk,2s the Pfalmift (peaks, 
Ihave chofen the way of thy truth, P(al. 119.30. 
Pfal.25.12-Whereas wicked men being offended 
at the purity of divine truth , doe ftumble and fall 
into perdition, as the Cbaldee Paraphraft expreffeth 
this place. 

The words are a powerfull and patheticall ftir- 
ting up of the people of Jfrae/,unto the confidera- 
tionand obedience of the doctrines taught by the 
Prophet in this whole Prophecies Thé arguments 
which he ufetb,are drawn,firft, fromthe chara&er 
| of the perfons : who is wife,he [ball under{tand,&c. 
Secondly,from the nature of the dofrinetaught:for 
the wayes of the Lord are right. Thirdly, from a 
double ufe and fruit of it madeby different forts 
of men. To the Juf, It isa way of happineffe,they 
will walk : To the wicked, it is an occafion of 
fumbling, They will faZ therein, 

Touching the perfons, we obferve two things; 
the one intimated,theirpaucity,the othét expreffed, 
„| their prudence. 

§.4. From the former confideration we may note, 
That there are few men who are'wife vate (alvdtion 


, and who doe ferioufly attend and manage the mi- 
niftry 
ch 
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niftry of the word unto that end, If there bee 
any kinde of accidental! Lezociaium to allure the 
fancies , or curiofities, or cuftomary attendances 
of men on the ordinances : elegaacy in the fpeaker, 
novelty and quaintnefle in the matter, Credit 
ot advantage in the duty ; upon fuch inducements 
many will wait onthe word ; fome to heare a fweet 
fong , Ezek, 33«32« others to heare fome zew 
dorine, AF. 17. 19. fome for Leaves ; to pro- 
mote their fecular advantages, Iob. 6. 26. having 
one and the felfe fame reafon of following Chrift 
which the Gadarens had when they entreated 
him to depart frow their coaíts. But very few 
there are who doe it propter fe, and with refpe& 
to the primary ufe and intention of ir. Our Pro- 
"| phet feemes to doe, as the Philofopher did, who 
lighted a candle at noone to finde out a wife man 
indeed, to rune to. and fro through the fireets, and 
in the. broad places , to finde a man that feeketh the 
truth, as the Lord commanded the Prophet Here- 
my, Ier. 5. 1. How doth the moft elegant of all 
the Prophets complaine, ho bath beleeved oar 
Report ? Ifa. 53.1. If4.49-4- How doth the moft 
learned ofthe Apoftles complaine, that the prea- 
ching ofthe Gofpel wasefteemed foolifhnes, 1 Cor. 
1.23. Noah was a Preacher of righteoufnefle to 
awhole world of men, and yet bur eight perfons 
faved from the flood, and fome of them rather for 
the families fake then their owne, 1 Pet. 3.20. 


buta very few converted, 47.17.34. fome dipu- 
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things which they were not able to gain-fay, He- 
zekiah fent meflengers into all Ifrael: to invite 
them unto the true worfhip of God at Zerufalem ; 
but they were mocked and laughed to fcorne, and 
a remnant only humbled themfelves and came to 
Ierufalem , 2 Chron. 30. 10,11. ( whereunto the 
Prophet feemeth to allude Efay 17. 6.24. 13.) 
Though a gazze be difchasged at a whole flight 
of birds, there are but a few killed. Though the 
net bee f{pread over the whole pond, but a few 
fithes are taken ; many thruft their heads into 
the mud, and the net paffeth over them: and fo 
moft hearers doe bufie their heads with their own 
fenfuall or worldly thoughts , and fo efcape the 
power of the word, In the richeft Mine that is, 
there is much more earth and droffe digged our, 
then pure metall. Chrifts flock in every place 
is but a little flock, Luk. 2.32. Few chofen, Math, 
20. 16. few faved, Luk. 13.23. fem that finde the 
narrow way which leadeth unto life, Math. 7.13, 
14. The dafe# Creatures are ufually the mof zw- 
merous,as flies, and vermine : ^ thofe that are more 
noble, are more rare to; The people of the God 
of Abraham are in the Scripture-ftile Princes and 
Nobles, Pf2/. 47; 9. Ai 17.11. 1 Pet. 2.9. and 
how few are fuch kinde of men in comparifon of 
the vulgar fort 2 They ate indeed many in them- 
felves, Heb.2.10. Revel. 7. 9, but very few and 
thin being compared with the reft of the world. 
We muft therefore learne not to be offended or 
| difcouraged by the paucity of fincere Profeffours, | 
no more then wee are in a civill State by the pau. 


city) 
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DM 
city of wife Counfellors and Polititians in com- | 
parifon of the vulgar people. It is no ftrange 
thing at all in any fociezies of men to fee the wea- 
ker part more then the wifer, If but few attend) 
the right wayes of the Lord, and walk in them, 
remember it is a work of wifedome, and fuch wife- 
dome as cometh from above, and hath no feeds or 
principles in corrupt nature out of which it 
might bee drawne: nay againít which all the vi- 
gour of carnall reafon doth exalt it felfe; fo that | 
the «more naturall wifedome men have, the more « Pudet ditis 
in danger they are to defpife and undervalue the tories ex citei 
wayes of God, as being better able to reafon and 5; 4/5 lor 
to cavill againft them, Math. 11. 25. AB. fe t1.| Chrifli c vid. 
lob, 7. 48. 1 Cor. 1620, 28. 2.8; 2 Cor. 10. 5.6. | Si de civi 


zh lib. ro. c 
Therefore firk in the miniftry of the word wee 2;.% ibis d 


muft continue our labour, though Ifrael be not ga- | 16 &Epilitos, 
thered, Efay49.4,5- Wee mutt ftretch out our 

hands, though it be to a défobedient and gain.faying à izaxiourm 
people, Efay 65. 2. whether they will beare, or whe- sfr 
ther they will forbeare, we muft {peak unto them, be | 7/7; ckm, 
they never fo rebellious, Ezek, 2. 7. and the rea- | 4'ex. in Prove. 
fon is, becaufe the word is never invaine, bur it |^ 
doth everprofper in the work whereunto God fends |; eri si 
it, Efay 55.11. If men bee righteous, they wall ; | » cares ror 
if wicked, they tumble 4; and in both there is a 
feet favour. unto God, 2 Cor.2.15. Gods workiis |; 
accomplithed,his glory promoted , the power of 
his Gofpel commended in the one and the other e: 
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as the vertue of a fiver favour is feene as well by 
the aztipathy which one creature hath unto it, as 
by the refrefbment which another receiveth from 
it: the ftrength ofa rock, as by holding up the 
houfe that is built upon it,fo by breaking in pieces 
the fhip that doth dath againft it: the force o! 

the fire as well by confuming ‘the droffe , as by 
refining the gold : the power of the water, as well 
in finking the fhip that leakes, as in fupporting 
the fbip that is found, The pillar of the cloud 
was as wonderfull in the darknefle which it caft 
upon the Egyptians , as inthe light which it gave 
unto the /fraelites,Exod. 14.10. The power ofthe 
Angel as great in ftriking terror into the fouldi- 
ers, as in fpeaking comfort unto the woman, 
Matth.28.4,5. Secondly, In attendance onthe 
Word , wee muft refolve ratherto walk with the 
wife though few, then to follow a multitude to doe 
evill, and to ftamble with the wicked, though 
they be many : rather enterthe 4ré with a few, 
then venture the flood with a world of finners : ra- 
ther goe three or foure out of sodome, then bee 
burnt for company: We muft not affe& an Hu- 
morous fingalarity in "vem unneceffarily from 


bor, Prov.12.26. Though there be but few inthe 
a), there will bee many inthe ead of the journey: 
A 
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As the Tribes and families went up divided to- 
wards Jerufalem, but when they were come thither, 
they appeared every one of them before God in Si 
On, P[al.8 4.7» 

Secondly, In that the Prophet calleth upon his &e 
hearers to attend unto his do@rine by this argu- 
ment becaufe it will be an evidence of their pru- 
dence and wifdome, welearn, Thattrue and folid 
|wifdome doth draw the heart to know aright, name- 
|lyto confider & ponder the judgements,bleffings, 
wayes , and word of God inorder to the chiefe 
jends, and accordingly to dire& all their converfa- 
(tion: for in Gods account that knowledge which 
'doth notedifie,is no knowledge at all, 1 Cor.8.2. 
None are bis wife men,which are not wife unto fal- 
vation, 2 Tim.3.15.who doe not draw their wife- 
dome from his Word, and from his Commande- |. espic, jj, e, 
ments, P/al.19.7. 119.98,99. Ier.8.9. Cap T 

There is * a twofold wifdome, as the Philofo- | , 
pher diftinguifheth , e:/2 èras and x21 pipe : wife- 
dome in fome ^ particulars, as wee efteeme every puro 
man who is excellent in his profeffion, to bee Me le 
a wife man eox{que, fo farre as concernes the | 3n) udxyer- 
managing of that profeffion : as when a man |er apès sia 
knowes all the neceflary principles and maximes |^ dy vic its 
of that way wherein he is, the right ends thereof, |7/« A07dJus 
and tbe proper conclujions deducible from thofe |/%°%¢ intern) 
principles, and dirigible unto thofe ends. And “te CA 
next; wifedome in generall and in perfection, Mini 
which is of thofe principles, ends, and COn- | Philemon apudi 
clufions which are univerfally and moft tranfcen- | 4tberewv. libu 
dently neceflary unto a mans chief? and mof pui. 
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generall good : and this the * Philofopher calleth 
the knowledge of the moft excellent and honourable 
things, or of the laft end,and chiefe good of man. 
Now the ead by how much the more fupreme , 
perpetualland ultimate it is, by fo much the more it 
hath of excellency and goodzeffe in it, as bearing 
thereby moft cxa& proportion and conveniency 
to the foule of man d: for the foule being immor- 
tall it felfe,can bave no finall fatisfa&ion from 
any goed which is mortal and peri(hable : and be- 
ing withall fo large and wa/imsted, as that the rea- 
fonings and defires thereof extend unto the whole 
latitude of goodneffe, being not reftrained unto this 
Or tbat kinde, but capable of defiring and judging 
of all the different degrees of goodneffe which are 
in all the whole variety of things.it can therefore 
never finally acquiefce in any butthe moft univer- 
fall and comjrebenfive goodne[Je, in the nearer or 
more remote participation whereof confifteth the 
different goodneffe of all other things. 

This fupreme and abfolute goodneffe con indeed 
be but ove, all other things being good by the 
participation of that. "There is noze good but One, 
that is God, Matth.19.17. But becaufe there are 
Two forts of men in the world, righteous and 
wicked, the feed of the woman, and the feed of the 
Serpent: therefore confequently there are Two 
forts of ends which thefe men doe differently pur- 
fue. The end of wicked men is a bappineffe 
which they our of their own corrupt jugdements 
doe fhape unto themfelves, and unto which they 
doe finally carry allthe motions of their foules , 
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‘calledin Scripture the pleafures of finne, and the 
wages of iniquity, Heb. 11.25. 2 Pet. 2.15. that 
thing whatfoever it is, for obtaining whereofmen 
dodire& all their other endeavours,as profit;p!ca- 
fure, and honour or power; and there are mediums 
exactly proportionable unto thefe ends ; namely , 
the lufts of the flefbthe lafts of the eyes,and the pride 
of life,x 10b.2.16, And there isa wifdome confonant 
‘| untothefe ezds and meanes, and fit to direct and 
manage thefe lufts unto the attaining of thofe 
ends; which therefore the Apoftle calleth the 
| mi feaome-of the fle[b ov corrupt nature, Rom.8.7. 
and S./ames,a mi[dome earthly, fen{uall, and divelifh, 
lames 3.15. earthly, managing the lafts of the eyes’ 
unto the ends of gaine; fenfuall , managing the 
| lufts of the flefb unto ends of pleafure ; and divelifh, 
managing the pride of life unto ends of power. 
But fuch wifedome as this, God efteemes very 
foolithnefle; 42y people are foolifb, (otti[b children, 
they have no under(tanding : Why? Theyare wife 
todoeevill; but to doe good they have no knowledge, 
Ter,4.22, wifedome is onely unto that which fs 
good; he is the wifett man who is fimple and igno- 
rant in the tradeof evill, &om.16, 19. Ifany man 
amongft you feemeth to bee wife in this world, 
{let him become a fosle that bee may bee wife, 
1 Cor.3.18, : : 

On the other fide , the true and ultimate end of 
righteous men, is Almighty *Godas moft glorious 
in himfelfe, and moft good unto us ; or the feckin, 
| of bes glory, that he may be honoured by us : an 

of our ows falvation, that wee may bee glorified 
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by him. The fruition of himas the higheft and frt 
in genere veri ,and the greateft and laft in genere 
loni, the chiefeft obje& for the minde to reft in | 
by knowledge, and the heart by love: this muft 
needs bee the beft of all ends, both in regard of 
the texcellency of it ,as being infinitely and moft 
abfolurely good : and in regard of eternity, fo 
that the foule having once the poffeffion of it can 
never be to feck of that happineffe which floweth 
from it,/ob.6.2 7.28. The proper meanes for the | 
obtaining of this ezd, isthe knowledge of God in 
Chrift as in his Word he bath revealed himfelfe, 
tobe known , wor(hipped, and obeyed; for there 
onely doth he teach us the way unto himfelfe: 
and true wifdome isthe purfaing of this meanes in 
Order unto that ead. For though many ap- 
prozches may be made towards God by the fearch 
and contemplation of the creature, yet in his 
word he hath (hewedusa more full and excellent 
way , which only cam make us wife unto falvation 
through faith in Chrift Iefus , 2 Tim. 3.15. Prov.g. 
19. Feclef.t2.42,13. 767,9.23.24. 

All the thoughts and wifedome of men is fpent 
upon one of thefe two heads , either the obtaining 
of the good which we want : or the avoiding and | 
declining the evil which we feare. And by how 
much the more excellent and difficult the good 
is which we want ; and by how much the more 
pernicious and imminent the evill is which wee 
feare, by fo much greater is the mife/ome which 
inboth thefe procures the end at which we aime, 
Now then what are the moft excellent good 

things | 
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things which we want? food is common to us | Vid. ariiet, de 
with other creatures. Raiment, houfes, lands, pot! jini e gue 
feffions, common to us with the worft men : take | Mesra g ma~ 
the moft admired períe&ions which are not hea- | fy% Ie» 
venly, and we may finde very wicked men excell | ^ ^*47 
in them. All men will confeffe the foule to be 
more excellent then the body ; and therefore the 
‘ood of that to be more excellent then of the o- 
ther : and the chiefe good of it to be that which 
doth moft advance it towards the fountaine of 
goodneffe, where is fulnefle of perfe&ion;and per- 
petuity of fruition. The excellency of every thing 
ftandeth in two things. The perfection of beauty | 
wherein it was made, and the perfection of «fe for 
which it was made. The beauty of man,efpecially 
in his foule, confifts inthis, that he was made /ike 
to God, after his Image, Gen.1.26,27. and his end 
and «fe inthis, that he was made for God, firft to 
ferve him, and after to enjoy him; for the Lord 
hath fet apart bim that ts godly for bimfelfe, 
Pfal, VI This people bave 1 formed for my felfe, 
they [ball (bem forth my praife , Efay 43.21. There- 
fore to recover the /mage of God, which is in 
knowledge , righteoufneff, and true holineffe , 
Col.3. 1o. Eph.g.24. to work to the fervice and 
lory of God, Job.15.8. to afpire and to enjoy 
the poffeffion and fruition of God , Exod.33. 
18, Pbil.1.23. muft needs bee mans greateft 
good; and by confequence, to attend on the 
meanes hereof, muft needs bee his greateft wife- 
dome. 
What is the moft pernicious and deftru&ive 
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-| evil whicha man is in danger of? nottheloffe of 


peers: | who followeity the’ belt and fafeft T Counfell, and 


any outwardgood tbings wbatfoever , for they are 
allin their nature perifhable;weenjoy them upon 
thefe conditions to part with them again;no wife- 
dome can keep them ; meat for the belly, and the bel- 
ly for meats, Lut God fhall deftroy both st and them, 
1 Cor. 6,13. Nottbe füff-ripg of any outward trou- 
bles, which the beft of men have fuffted,and trium- 
phedover; Bur the greateft loffe is the lofle of a 
pretious foule , which is more worth then a/the 
world, A¢atth,16.36. andthe greateft füffering is 
the wrath of God upon the confcience,P/al.90.11, 
Efay 32.14. Heb.10.31. Mattb.10.38. Therefore 


to avoid this danger; and to {natch this darling 
from the paw of the Lion, is of all other the grea. 
teft wifedome. It is wifedome to deliver a City , 
Ecclf.9.15.much more to deliver a foule, Prov, r. | 
30. Angelicall , Seraphicall knowledge without 
this, is all worth nothing,t Cor. 13.152. 

Therefore we fhould learnto thew ourfelves wife 
indeed by attendance on Gods word. If the moft 
glorious creatures for wifedome and knowledge 
that ever God made,the blefled * 4ugels were em- 
ployed in publifhing the Law of God, Att.7.53. Gal, 
3.19. and did with great admiration look sato the 
myfterées of the Gafpel,and ftoope down with their 
faces towards the.mercy Seat, x Pet.1.12.Eph.3.10. 
Exod.37.9. it cannot but be alfo our chiefeft wif. 
dome to hide the word in our bearts, andto make it 
our companion, and Councellor'( as David did, 
P(1l.119.24.) We eftecme him the wifeft man 


that 
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that which will moft preferveand promote his :7-| 
| terefl, his honour, and. his con[riemce. Herein was. 
Reboboams weakneffe,that by paffionate and reme- | 
rarious Counfels ke fuffered his honour to be ftain- | 
- | ed, his intereft to be weakned , and his confcience | 
to bee defiled with refolutions of violence and in- | 
juftice- Now, there is no cownfell to that of Gods 
Word, \rillightneth the eyes , it maketh wife the 
fimple, Pfal.1g.7,8. lt is able to make a man 
wife * for himfelfe , and unto falvation , which no |e « spreto’ 
other counfell can doe, 2 Tém.3.15,16.there is no $e et 
cafe that canbe put, though of never fo great in- pem. Pln- 
tricacie and perplexity, no doubt fodifficult , no tarch.de oc- 
temptation fo knotty and involvd, no condition calte viven- 
whereinto a man can bee brought fo defperate, | 4^ 

no imployment fo darke and uncouth , no fer- 
vice fo arduous, or full of difcouragements, in 
all which fo farre as refpe&eth confcience and 
falvation, there are not moftclear and fatisfacto- 
ry expedients to be drawn out of Gods Word 
ifa man have his judgement and fenfes after a 
fpirituall manner exercifed in the fearching of it. 
That we are fo often ata ftand how to ftate fuch 
a que(tion , how to fatisüe fuch a fcruple; how: 
to cleare and. expedite fucha difficulty, how to 
repell (ach a Temptation , how to manage füch 
ana&ion, how to order.our wayes withan even 
and compofed fpirit in the various conditions 
whereinto we are caft in this world, doth not arife | 
from any defect in the word of God , which is per- 
fc&and able to farni(h us aste every good work but | 
only from our own ignorance and unacquaintance’| 
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withit, who know not bow to draw the generall 
rule and to apply it to our own particular cafes: 
and this cannot but be matter of great humiliati- 
on unto us in thefe fad and diftra&ed times, when 
befides our civili breaches, which threaten defola- 
tion to the State, there fhould be fo many and 
wide divifions in the Church 5 [That after fo long 
enjoyment of the Word of God, the Scripture 
fhould bee to fo many men as a fealed book , and 
they like the Egyptians, have the darke fide of this 
lorious pillar towards them ftill;that men fhould 
to[Jed to and fro like children, and carried about 
with every winde of doBrine , and fuffer themfelves 
tobe bewitched, devoured, brought into bondage, 
fpoiled, led away captive, unskilfull in the word 
of righteoufneffe, unable to diícerne good and 
evill,to prove and try the fpirits whether they bee 
of God, alwayes learning and never able to come 
to the knowledge of the truthsand this not only is 
matters problematicall , or circumftantiall , wherein 
learned & godly men may differ from one another, 
and yet ftill the peace and unity ofthe Church 
be preferved (for things of this nature ought not 
to be occafions of fcifme, or feceffions from one 
another) but zz matters which concern lifeand god- 
lineffe touching the power of Gods lew, the na- 
ture of free-gracehe fubje&ion ofthe confcience 
unto moral precepts, confefsion of finne in prayer 
unto God, and begging pardon of it : the diffe- 
rencing of true Chriftian liberty from loofe, pro- 


| fane and wanton licentioufnefle , anda liberty to 
| vent and publifh what perverfe things foever men 


pleafe. 
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pleafe ; the very being of Churches, of Miniflers, 
Of Ordinancesinthe world; the neceffity of humi- 
liation and folemn repentance in times of pub- 
lick Judgements ; the tolerating of all kindeof Re- 
ligions in Chriftian Common-Wealths;the mor- 
tality of the reafonable foule , and other the like 
pernicious and perverfe do&rines of men of cor- 
rupt minds (the Devils Emiffaries,) purpofely by 
him ftirredup to hinderand puzzle the Reforma- 
tion of the Church ; Thefe things I fay cannot but 
be matter of humiliation unto all that feare God, 
and love the profperity of Sion; and Oceafions the 
more carneftly to excite themunto this wifdome 
in the Text, to beare what God the Lordfayes, 
and to lay his righteous wayes fo to heart, asto 
walk ftedfaftly in them , ad never to ftumble at 
them, or fall fromthem, 

Now there are twothings whichItakeitthe | 6, 10, 
Prophet in this clofe of his Prophecy feemes prin- 
cipally to aime at ; namely , the judgements, and 
the dlefings of God. His righteous wayes in his 
threatnings againft impenitent, and in his promifes 
made unto penitent finners. Thefe are the things 
which wife and prudent men will confider in times 
of trouble. 

For Jadgéments ; there isa Twofold knowledge 
of them : the one waturall £y fenfe, the other fpirt- 
tuall by faith, By the former way wicked men doe 
abundantly know the afli&ions which they fuffer, 
even unto vexation and anguith of fpirit. They 
fret themfelves, Efay 8.21. they are gray-beaded 
with very trouble and forrow, Hof. 7.9. epen 

their 
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their tongues for paine, Rev. 16,10, they pizeamay 
in their iniquities, Levit. 26. 39. they are mad in 
their calamities, have trembling hearts, failing of 
eyes, and ferrom of minde &c. Deut.28.34. 6$, and 
yet forall this they are faid in the Scripture, when 
they burne, when they confume, when they are de- 
vouted, no; to know any of this, er to lay it to heart, 
Efay 42.25. Hof. 7.9. Ier. 12. 11. and the reafon 
is, becaufe they knew it not £y faith nor ina fpiri- 
tuall manner in order unto God. They did not 
fee bis name , nor heare bis rod, nor confider his 
hand and counfell in it, nor meafure bis Judgements 
by his word, nor look on them as'the fruits of fin, 
leading to repentance, and teaching righreouf- 
neffe : nor as the arguments of Gods difpleafure, 
humbling us under his holy hand, and guiding us 
to feck his face , and to recover our peace with 
him. This is the fpirituall and prudent way of 
knowing Iudgements , Mic. 6.9. Efay 26.8, 9. 
Ea) 27.9. Levit. 26. 40, 4 1 42. Scire eft per cau- 
fam fcire; true wifedome looks on things in their 
Caufes: Refolves Iudgements into the caufesof 
them, our //zaes to be bewailed , Gods wrath to be 
averted; makes this obfervation upon them, Now 
I finde by experience that God is a God of truth: 
oftén have I heard Iudgements threatned againft 
finne, and now I fee that Gods threatnings are nor 
empty winde, but that all his words baverruth and 
fübftance in them. The firft part of wifedome is, 
to fee Judgements in the word before they come, 
and to hide from them : (for as faith in regard of 
| promifes is the fubflance of things hoped for, and feeth 
a 
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a being in them while they are yet but to come; | 
fo is it in regard of threatnings the fubftance of | 
things feared, and can fee a being in Iudgements be- 
fore they are felt.) The next part of wifedome is,| 
to fee God in Iudgements inthe Rods when they are 
a&ually come, and to know them zz order unto 
bim. And that knowledge ftands in two things; 
firk to refolve them zzto bim as their Authour ,| 
for nothing can hurt us without a commiffion | 
from God, Job. 19. 11. Satan fpoiles To% of his 
children,the Sabeans and Chaldeansof his goods, 
ni he ap above f ll thefe , unto God, acknow- 
ledging his goodnefle in giving, his power in ta- 
king py RÀ bleffech bie pied I Heus . Lofeph | 
looks from the malice of his brethren , unto the | 
providence of God; He fent me before you to preferve 


prepares bim, Ionab 1. 17. and if he vomit bim u 
again, God (peaks unto bim , chap. 2. 10. Second. 
ly, to dire& them uto bim as the end; to be taught 
by them to feck the Lord, and wait on him in the 
way of his judgements; to bee more penitent for 
finne, more fearfull, and watchfull againft it , to 
ftudy and prattize the skillof fuffering as Chrifti- 
ans, according to the will of God, that he may be 


life, Gen. 45.5. Ifthe Whale {wallow Iozab, God | 
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glorified, P/al.94,12.P fal.119.67.7 1. Z ach. 13.9.E- 
fay 3 6.9. Heb. 13.1. Deut, 8.16. 1 Pet. 4.16.19. 
So likewife for Blefings ; there is a double 
knowledge of them : one fezfuall by the fle(h, 
the other fpirtuall inthe confcience. The former 
is but a bruti(h and Epicurean feeding on them 
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derneffe; as Swine which feed on the fruit that 
falls down, but never look up to the tree whereon 
it grew ; to ufe bleffings as dam did the forbid- 
den fruit, being drawne by the beauty of them to 
forget God : as our Prophet compla ines, Hof. r3. 
6. But fpirituall knowledge of Bicffings is totaffe 
«nd [ee the goodnel[e of the Lordiathem ; To look 
upto him as the Aathour of them, acknowledgi 
that it is he who giveth us power to get wealth, a 
any other good thing, Deut. 8. 17,18, Pfal.127.1. 
Prov. 10.22. and to bee drawne by them unto 
him as their End, to the adoring of his bounty, 
tothe admiration of his goodnefle,to more chear- 
fulneffe and ftronger engagements unto his fervice, 
to fay with Jacob, He gives me bread to eat, and 
raiment to put on, therefore bee [ball be my God, 
Gen. 28.20. He giveth me all things richly to 
enjoy ; therefore / will traf ia him, 1 Tim.6.17, 
Catalogues of mercy fhould beget refolutions of 
Obedience, fb, 24.2514. 

Thirdly, we have here a fingular commendation 
of the Dofrsne which the Prophet had delivered 
unto the people of God ; namely that ic was al- 
together Right, and the way which God required 
them to walk in, whatever Iudgement carnal] 
and corrupt mindes might paffe upon it. Now 
the Doétrine of Gods ludgements, Precepts, and 
Promifes, is faid to be Right diverfe wayes. 

1. In regard of their Equity and Redfonableneffe. 
There is nothing more profoundly and exa@ly 
vationall then true Religions and therefore conver- 
[iem is called by our Saviour + convittion, There 
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isa power in the word of God to top the mouthes 
and difpell the cavillations of all contradi&ors ; 
fo that they [Pall not be able to refit, or {peak a- 
gainft the truth that is taught, Joh. 16.8. Tit. 1, 
9,10. A48. 6.10. Matth.22.34. and the Apoftle 
calleth his Miniftry, > a Demonffration and a mani- 
feflation of the truth of God unto the confciences 
of men, 1 Cor. 2.4. 2 Cor. 4. 2. and Apollos is faid 
mightily to have convinced the lewes, [bewing or 
fcx. ieu by the Scripture that Iefus was 
Chrift, 44. 18.28. therefore the A poftle calleth 
the devoting of our felves unto God, a Reafonable 
fervice, Rom. 12. 1. and thofe that obey not the 
word, are called unreafonable or ab[urd men , that 
have not wifedome to difcerne the truth and 
equity of the wayes of God, 2 Thef. 3.2. What 
can be more reafonable , then that he who made 
all things for himfelfe, fnould be ferved by the 
Creatures which he made? That we (hould live 
unto him who gave us our being? That the fù- 

reme will (hould be obeyed, the infallible truth 
El, that he who can deftroy,(hould be fea- 
red, that he who doth reward fhould be loved 
and trufted in ; That abfolute Iuftice fhould vindi- 
cate it felfagainft prefumptuous difobedience,and 
abfolute goodneffe extend mercy unto whom it 


doth brand wicked men throughout the Scripture 
with the difgracefull title of Fooles, becaufe they 
reje& that which is the fapreme rule of wifedome 
and hath the greareft perfection and exa&neffe of 
reafon in it, Zer. 8. 9. 
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2. In regard of their Confonancy and * Har- 
mony within themfelves; as that which is right 
and ftrait hath all its parts equall and agreeing 
|one unto another : fo all the parts of Divine 

DoGtrine are exa&ly futeable and conforme to| 
| each other. The promifesof God are not yea and. 
| nay, but yea and Amen, 2 Cor. 1.129,20. However, 
there may be feeming rupugnancies to a carnall 
and captious eye ( which may feeme of purpofe| 
allowed for the exercife of our diligence in fear- | 
ching, and bumilzty in adoring the profoundnefle 
and perfection of the word ) yet the Scriptures 
| have no obliquity in them at all, but all the parts 
thereof. doe -moft intimately confent with one 
another, as being written by the fpirit of truth 
who cannot lie , nor deceive , who is the fame 
yefterday, today, and forever. 

3. Inregard of their Déretneffe unto that End 

| for which they were revealed unto men, being the 
| ftrait road unto eternall life, able te build us up and 
to give us an inheritance, 48,20. 32. ih which 
tefpe& the word is called ‘the word of life, Ad. 5. 
20. and the Gofpel of falvation, Eph, 1. 13. yea 
Salvation it (elfe, Iob. 4.22. Iob.13.50. 48.28.28. 
as being the way to it, and the ¢nftrument of it, 
2 Tím.3.15,16,17. Jam. 1.21. 

4. In regard of their Conformity to the holy 
nature and will of God, which is the 4 originall 
rule ofall Re&itudeand perfe@ion. Law is no- 
| thing but the will of the Law-giver, revealed with 
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an intention to binde thofe that are under it, and 
for the ordering of whom it was revealed. That 
will being in God moft koly and perfef, the Law 
or Word which is but the patefa&ion of ir, mult 
needs be holy and perfe to ; therefore it is called 
the acceptable and perfect will of God, Rom, 12.2. 
Col. 1. 9. It is alfo called a word of truth, impor- 
ting a conformity between the minde and will of 
the fpeaker and the word which is fpoken by 
him ; in which refpe& it is faidto be Holy, Zuft, 
and Good, Rom. 7.14. 

5. In regard of the Smoothneffe , P/aizzefe, 
Perfpicuou[ne[Je of them, in the which men may 
walk furely, eafily, without danger of wandring, 
ftumbling, or mifcarriage: asa man is out of dan- 
ger of miffing a way, if it be ftrait and direi? with- 
Out any turmings:andin no great danger of falling 
in it, if it be plaine and {mooth, and no {tumbling 
block left in it. Now fuchis the word of God to 
thofe who make it their way, 2 ftrait way, which 
looketh directly forward, Pfal. 5.8. Heb. 12. 13. 
cAn even and {mooth way , which hath no offence 
or ftumbling block in it, P(z/ 26. 12. Pfal.1 19. 
165. Iris true, there are svi, bard things to 
exercife the ftudy and diligence, the faith and 
prayers of the profoundeft Scholars; waters wher- 
in an Elephant may fwimme > but yet as nature 
hath made things of greateft wece/fity to be moft 
obvious and common, as aire, water, bread and the 
like ; whereas things of greater rarity , as. gems 
and jewels, are matters of honour and ornament, 
not of daily ufe: fo'the wifedome of God hath 
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fo tempered the Scriptures,as that from thence the 
wifeft Solomon may fetch jewels for ornament,and 
the pooreft Lazarus bread for life ; but thefe things 
which are of common neceffity, as matters of 
Faith, Love, Worfhip , Obedience, which are 
univerfally requifite unto the common falvation; 
(asthe Apoftle expreffeth it, Jude ver. 3. Tit.1, 
| 4+) are fo © per{picuoufly fet downe in the holy 
Scriptures, that every one who hath the fpirit of 
Chrift, hath therewithall a judgement to difcerne 
fo much of Gods will as fhal] fuffice to make 
him Zelerve in Chrift for righteoufaeffe , and by 
worfhip and obedience to ferve bim unto falvation, 
The wes Holineffe is fo plaine, that fimple men 
are made wife enough to finde it our, and way- 
faring men, though fooles, doe not erre there- 
in, Pfal.19.7. Efay 33. 4. Efay 35.8. Matth. 
11.25. 

From all which we learn, Firft,to take heed of 
picking quarrels at any word of God, or prefu- 
Ming to paffe any bold and carnall cenfure of ours 
upon his righteous wayes. When God doth fet 
bis Word in the power and workings of it upon 
the fpirit of any wicked man , making his con- 
Ícience to heate it as the voice of God, it ufually 
worketh one of thefe two effets : either it (ubdues 
the foule to the ebedience of it by convincing , 
judging, and manifefting the fecrets of his heart, 
fc y Bach falleth down on bis face and worlbippech 
God, x Cor. 14.24, 35. Or elfe it doth by accident 
excite and enrage the naturall love which is in 
| every man to his lufts , ftirring up all the proud 
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arts and reafonings which the forge of a corrupt 
heart can fbape in defence of thofe lufts againft 
the ford of the fpirit which would cur them off; 
asthat which hindreth the courfe of a river , doth 
accidentally enrage the force of it, and caufe it 
to fwell and over-runne the banks ; and from 
hence arifeth gain-faying and contradiction againft 
ithe word of grace, and the wayes of God as s»- 
lequall and unreafonable, too ftri&, too fevere , 
too hard to bec obferved, Ezek. 18.25. [huffing 
lat it, Mal. y. 13. gathering od/oms Con[equences 
from it, Rom, 3. 8. Replying againft it, Rom. 9. 
19, 20. cafting reproaches upon it, Jer, 20. 8,9. 
envioufly fwelling atit, 48.13.45. There are 
few finnes more dangerous then this of picking 
‘quarrels at Gods Word , and taking up weapons 
againft it. It will prove a barthenfome [fone to 
thofe that burthen themfelves with it , Zach, 12.3. 
Mattb. 21. 44. Therefore when ever out crooked 
and corrupt Reafon doth offer to except againft 
the wayes of God as saequall, we muft prefently 
conclude as God doth, Ezek, 18.25, that the 
inequality is in us, and not in them. When a 
Lame man ftombleth in a plaine path , the fault is 
not in the way, but in the foot: nor is the potios 
but the palate too blame, when a feverifh diftem- 
er maketh that feeme bitter which indeed was 
weet, He that removeth in a Boat from the 
fhoare, in the judgement of fenfe feeth the houfes | 
Or trees on the fhoare to totter and move, whese- | 
as the motion is in the Boat, and not in them. 
Uneleane and corrupt hearts have uncleane no- | 
tions 
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tions of the pureft things, and conceive of God 
as if hee were fuch a one as themfelves, P/al. 
50. 21. 

$. 13. | Secondly, it (hould teach us to come to Gods 
Word alwayes asto a Rule, by which we are to 
meafure our felves , and take heed of wrefting and 
wrying that to the corrupt fancies of our owne 
evill hearts, as the Apoftle faith fome men doe 
Cefet voluntas| to their owne deftruttion, 2 Pet. 3. 16. At. 13. 10. 
Paris & "^ | Every wicked man doth, though not formally and 
erit Infarmus, e H N 
cvi. Ber- | EXplicitely , yet really and in truth, fet up his 
nard: ferm. 3.) Owne will againft Gods , refolving to doe what 
deReforre®.  pleafeth himfelfe, and net that which may pleafe 
God, and confequently followeth that reafez and 
counfell which waites upon hisowne will, and not 
that Word which revealeth Gods. Yet becaufe 
he that will ferve bimfelfe, would faine deceive 
bimfelfe too (that fo he may do it with leffe re- 
gret of confcience ) and would faine feme Gods 
41 Biélorma | fetvant, but Je bis owne $ therefore corrupt Rea- 
apès vic ĉn- | fon fets it felfon work to * excogitate fach diftin- 
suites mld | fons and evafions, as may ferve to reconcile 


pedelw Clem.' Gods word and a mans owne luft together. ‘Luft 
Alex. Strom, 

lib, 7. es ris idha partyuer Base Ibid. yo igect mv xdrora. vic txtanatas, 
más idis GmDupicus xj gircddblas yaerCeubwore Ibid. Vaxorzes pds Tl) éauacry 
plu m dia [Mer ec. Talkin: Martyr. Ep.ad Zenam. Simplicitatem fermonis Eccle- 
fiaflici id volunt fignificare quod ipfi fentiunt. Hieron. ep. vide Avg. de do&, Chriftian. 
lib. 3. cap. 1o. Scripturas tenent ad Sheciem, non ad falutem. de Baptifin. contr. Donat. 
lib. 3. capsule, Eas fecundum fuum fenfum legunt, de Grat. Chrift, lib. y. c,41. Sequi- 
tur voluptatem nom quam cudit , fed quam attulit , é vitia fua cum cepit putare fimilia 
preceptis, indulget illis non timidè nec obfewre : Luxuriatur etiam inoperto capite, Sen. de 
vita Beata cap, 13. Nondum hac negligentia deum venerat , nec interpretando fbi quifque 
finem er Leges aptas faciebat , fed fuos potius mores ad ea accommodabat, Liv. 
ib, 3, 
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fayes, fteale; God fayes no, thou fhalt not fleale; ' 
| carmall Reafoe, the advocate of Luft, comes in| 
and diftinguifheth : I may not fteale from a 
neighbour,but 1 may weaken an enemy,or pay my | 
felfe the ftipend that belongs to my fervice , if 
Others doe not; and under this evafion, moft 
innocent men may bee made a prey to violent} 
Souldiers , who ufe the name of publike intereft 
to palliate their own greedineffe. Certainely, it 
is a high prefumption to tamper with theword 
of Truth,and make it beare falfe witneffe in fa- 
vour of our own finnes ; and God will bring it 
to a tryall at laf whofe will fhall fand; his, 
or ours. 

Laftly, this ferveth as an excellent boundary 
both to the mini(tration of the Preacher, and to 
the faith of the hearer in the difpenfing of the 
Word; frk, Tous in our miniftry, that we deli- 
ver nothing unto the people but the Right ayes 


temperations of eur own. Mixtures are ufefull 
onely for thefe Two purpofes,either to flacken and 
abate fomething that is exceffive , or to fupply 
fomething that is deficient, and to colle& a 
vertue and efficacy out of many things, each one 


Qui frumento arenam immi[cuit, quali de corrupto agi potefl , 1. 26.24 Leg. 


teos nummos adulterinos flaverit fale crimine teneri, 1.9.P.Leg. Co: 
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Aurum accepifiiaurum redde; malo mibi pre aliis dia fubjicias;nole pro auro aut impnden~ 
ter plumbum, ant frauduleuter avamenta fupponss y nolo auri. fpeciem fed naturam plane, 
Vineent.Lirin, Lege Cornelid cavetur ut qui in aurum vili quid addiderit , qui argen- 
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of which alone would have been ineffe&uall : and 
fo all Heterogeneous mixtures doe plaincly in- 
timate either a vitiou{nef[e to be correBed , or a 
weakne[fe to be fupplyed , in every one of the fim- 
ples which are by humane wifedome tempered 
together in order unto fome effet to be wrought 
by them. Now it were great wickedneffe to 
charge any one of thefe upon the pureand per- 
fe& Word of God; and by confequence, to ufe 
deceit and infincericy by adulteracing of it, 
either by fuch gloffes as diminifh and take 
away from the force of it, as the Phirifees did 
in their carnall interpretations ( confuted by our 
Saviour, Mattb.5.21,:7,38,43.) or by fuch Super- 
inducements of humane Traditions as argue any 
defe, as they alfo did ufe , 44atth.15.2,9. Hu- 
mane Arts and Learning are of excellent ufe as 
Zoftruments in the managing and fearching, and as 
meanes and witneffes in the explication of ho- 
ly Writ, when pioufly and prudently dire&ed 
unto thofe ufes. But to ftampe any thing of 
but an bumane Originall with a divine chara@er , 
and obtrude: it upon the confcienees of men, 
(as the Papifts doe their unwritten traditions 

to bindeunto obedience; to take any dead child 
of ours (as the Harlot did, 1 Kings 3.20.) and lay 
it in the bofome of the Scripture, and father it 
upon God; to build any ftru&ure of ours in the 
toad to heaven, and flop up the way; is one of 
the higheft and moftdaring prefumptions that the 
pride of man can afpire unto : to ere& a throne in 
the confciences of his fellow creatures, and to 
1 counter- 
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counterfeit the great Seale of Heaven for the 
countenancing of his own forgeries ; is a fin moft | 
feverely provided againft by God, with fpeciall 
prohibitions and threatnings, De#t.12.32. Deut. 
18.20. Jer.26,2.Prov.30.6. This therefore muft 
be the great care of the Minifters of the Gof- 
pel, to fhew their fidelity in delivering onely 
theCounfell of God unto his people, 42.20.27. 
to be as the Two golden pipes which received | 
oyle from the Olive branches , and then emptied 
it into the gold , Zach.1.12. Firft, toreceive from 
the Lord, and then to deliver to the people, Exek.2. 
7. Efay at.10.Ezekb.3.4. 1COr.1 1.23. 1 Pet. 1T. 
Secondly, The people are hereby taught, firit, To 
examine the do&rines of men by the rule and 
ftandard of the Word, and to meafure them 
there, that fo they may not be feduced by the 
craftinefle of deceivers, and may be the more con- 
firmed and comforted by the do&rine of fincere 
teachers ; for though the Judgement of Interpreta- 
: | tion belong principally to the Minifters of the 
Word, yet God hath given unto all Believers a 
Iudgement of difcretion,to try the fpirits and to fearch 
the Scriptures, whether the things which they 
heare Ze fo or no, 1 10b.4.1. 48.17.11. 1 Thef].5. 
21. forno man is to pinne his own foule and fal- 
vation by a blinde obedience upon the words of| 
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aman who may miflead him; nay notupon the 
words of an Angel, if it were poffible for an Angel 
to deceive,Gal.1.8. 1 Kings 13. 18,21. but only 
and immediatly upon the Scripture, except 
when the blind lead she blind,the leader only (hould 
| Sffa fall 
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fall into the ditch , and the other goe to heaven 
for his blind obedience in following his guides 
towards hell: whereas our Saviour tels us oth 
[ball fall, though butonebe the leader, Matth.r5. 
14. Matth,23.15. Secondly , Having proved all 
things, to hold faft that which is good, with all readi- 
nefle toreceive the righteous wayes of God, and 
fubmit unto them, how meane focver the Inftru- 
ment be in our eyes, how contrary foever his 
meflage be to our wills and lufts. When God 


| doth manifeft bis Spirit and Word inthe mouths 


of his Minifters,we are notto confider the veffell, 
but the Treafure, and to receive it as from Chrift, 
who to the end of the world in the difpenfation 
of his Ordinances,{peaketh from heaven unto the 
Church, 1 Thef.2.13. 2Cor.5,30. Htb,12.35. 
Matth,28,20. 

Fourthly, In that it is here faid, That che ruf 
will walkin them , wee may obferve Two things. 
1. That Obedience, and walking inthe right wayes 
of the Lord, is the end of the miniftry, That the 
Saints might be perfeBed, thatthe body of Chrift 
might bee edified, that men might grow up into 
Chrift in all things, Eph. 4.11.15. char their eyes 
might be opened, and they turned from darkneffe 
to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, 
"44.2 6.16,17,18. The Prophet concludeth thar 
he hath /sboured in vaine if Ifrael be not gathered, 
Efay 49.4,5. Without this the Law is vaine, the 
pen of the Scribe in vaine, Ier. 8.8. better not 
know the way of Righteoufnefle , then having 
known it, to turne from tke holy Commandement 
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which was delivered unto us, 2.Pet.2.21, We 
fhould efteeme it a great mifery to be without 
Preaching, without Ordinances , and fo indeed it 
is; ofall famine, that of the Word of the Lord 
is the moftdreadfull; better be with Gods pre- 
fence in a wildernefle, then in Canaan without 
him, Ex0d.3 3.15. better bread of affliftion , and 
water of affisction, then a famine of hearing the 
word , to have eur teachers removed, Amos 8.11, 
Efay 30.20. this is mifthiefe upon mifchiefe, when 
the Law perifbetb from the Priefl , and there is no Nibil eft aliud 
Vifion, Ezek.7.26. and yet it is much better bec | 5 ides. 
in this cafe, without a Teaching Priet, and without | od e toti 
the Law, then to enjoy them , and not walk an- | modo Legen no~ 
fwerably unto them; where the Word is not a fere. afi ed 
favor of life, it is a favor of death unto death 3 €X- R ar 
ceedingly multiplying the damnation of thofe vimJiba, 
that doe defpife it, 2 Cor.2.15.. Mattb, 1,2 2,24. 
Firft, it doth ripen thofe finnes that! it findes , 
making them much more finfull then in other | criminefor ent- 
men, Becaufe committed againft greater light | pa, nbi fats 
and more mercy. One and the fame finne in an | 2f r — 
Heathen is not fo bainous and hatefull as in a 
Chriftian. Thofe trees on which the Sun con- 


barorum impux 
m EAD n VÉ Vitatilus faci. 
mui; traviiis ¢ivammuss atrocius enim fub. {anti nominis profeffione peccamus x ubi (ublimior 
eh |verogative, major eft culpa» Salvianelib-qe poffunt moffra. barorum vitia effe paria, 
ftd im bis tamen vitiis mecffé ef peccata nofira efe graviora Nunquid: dici 
de Hunnis potefl, ecce quales funt qui Christiani effe dicuntur ? unquid, de Saxonibus 
€» Francis, Ecce quid faciunt, qui fe afferant Chrifi efe cultores? Nunquid propter. 
Maurorum efferos mores Lex Sacra-Santla culpatur ? Evangelia leguit, ép. Impu. 
ed funt: Apoftolos audiunt. é saebriantur ` Chriftum (equuntur, de Rapitnt , ec, 
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ftantly fhines, have their fruit grow riper and 
greater then thofe which grow in a fhady and 
cold place. The raine will haften the growth as 
well of weeds as of corne, and make them ranker 
then in a dry andbarren ground, !0h.9.41.10h.15, 
22.24. Secondly , it doth fuperadde many more 
afd greater; for the greateft finnes of all are 
thofe which are committed againft light and 
Brace; Sinnes againft the Law and Prophets, 
greater then thofe which are committed againft 
the glimmerings of mature, Ezek.2.5. 3.6,7. and 
finnes againft Chrif and the Gofpel , greater then 
thofe againft the Law, He/.3.2. 10.28,29. Such 
are, unbeliefe, Impenitency’, Apoftacy, defpifing 
of falvation, preferring death and finne before 
Chrift and mercy; judging our felves unworth 
of eternall life, &c. Thirdly, it doth by thefe 
meanes both kaften and multiply judgements. The 
finnes of the Church are much fooner ripe for 
the fickle then the finnes of  4morites ; they are 
neare unto curjing,Heb,6.8. Summer fruits, fooner 
fhaken offthen others, Amos 8.1, Ter. 1. r1, 12. 
Chrift comes quickly to remove his Candleftick 
from the abufers of it, Rev.2.5. The Word is a 
rich mercy in it felfe,but nothing makes it ef- 
fe&ually and in the event a mercy unto us bar 
our walking in it. 

2. We learnefrom hence: That we never make 
the Scriptures our Rele to live and walk accor- 
ding unto them, till wee be firft juftified, and made 
righteous: Our obedience to the Rule of the La 
write 
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written in the Scriptures, proceedeth from thofe 
fateable impreffions of holineffe wrought in the 
foule by the Spirit of Regencrarion, which is 
called the writing of the Law in our hearts , Ier. 
31.33. 2 Cer, 3.3. or the cafting of the foule into 
the mould of the Word, as the phrafeofthe A- 
poftle feemeth to import, Rom. 6.7, we are never 
fitto receive Gods Truth in the love and obedi- 


(faith the Apoftle) will give repentance for the 
acknowledging of the truth, 2Tim.2;, The wife in 
heart, that is, thofe thatare truly godly, (for none 


receive Commandements , but a prating foole will fall, 
Prov.to.8. where by prating 1 underftand cavil- 
ling, contradi&ing, taking exceptions , making 
Objections againft the Commandement, and fo 
falling and ftumbling at it, according to that 
of the Apoftle,Iam. 1.19,20,2 1. Let every man bee 
Swift to heare , that is , ready to learn the will of 
God, and to receive the Commandement ; but 
low to (peak, flow to wrath , that is, carefallthat he 
fuffer not pride and paffion to rife upand fpeak 
againft the things which are taught , according 
as [ob fayes, Teach me, aud 1 will bold my peace , Lob 
6.24. for the only reafon why men fretand fwell, 
and fpeak againft the truth of God, is this, be- 
caufe they will not work righteoufneffe : The wrath 
of man worketh not the vig bteou[ne[Je of God, there- 
fore men are contentious, becaufe they Jove aor to 
obey tbe truth, Rom.2.8. di[obeatence is the mother 
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of gainfaying, Rom. 10.2t.when we once refolve to 
lay apart all filtbineffe , then wee will receive the 
word with meekne[Je , and not before; none beare 
Gods words but they who are of God, /ob.8.47. 
none heare the voyce of Chrift but the fbeep of Chrift, 
lob.10.4,5.. Chrift preached is the power of God, 
and the wifedome of God ; but it is onely to them 
that are called; to others a ftumbling block , and 
fooli(hneffe, 1 Cor.1.2 4. we [peak wifdom, faith the 
Apoftle, but it is amongst them that are perfet, 
1 Cor.2.6.He that is fübje& unto one Prince,doth 
not greatly care to ftudy the Lawsofanothery 
or if he doe, it is inorder to ¢#riofityand not un- 
to duty. So long asmen refolve of Chrift we will 
not have this man to raign over as, {o long either 
they ftudy not his WVordat all, or it is in order 
to fome carnall and corrupt ends, and not either 
to obedience or falvation. 

Hereby we may try our fpiritualleftate, whether 
we be juft men. or no; if wee make Gods word 
our ay, our Rule,our Delight, laying it up in our 
hearts, and labouring to bee rich in it, that 
wee may walk with more exaétneffe. It was an 
ill figne of love to Chrift the Mafter of the 
Feaft, when men chofe rather to tend their 
cattell and grounds, then to waite on him 
Luke 14.18. An ill fign of valuing his dos 
&tine , when the loffe of their Swine made the 
Gadarens weary of his company, Luk.8.37. 
There was much work to doe inthe houfe, when 
Mary negleGed it all, and fate ar his feet to 


heare 
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heare his Do&rine, and yet was commended by 
him for it : Hee was better pleafed to fee her 
hunger after the Feaft that hee brought, then 
folicitous to provide a Feaft for bim : more 
delighted in her Jove to his Do@rine, then her 
Sifters care for his entertainment, Lk. 10. 41, 
42. This is one of the furet Chara&ters of a 4 
Godly man, that hee makes the Word in all 
things his Rule and Counfellor, labouring con- 
tinually to ger more acquaintance with God, 
and his holy Will thereby, Prev. 10.14. Col. 
3. 16. Job. 15. 7. It is His Way ; and ever 
man endeavours to be skilfull in the way whic 
he is to travell. It is his Toole and énftrument ; 
every Work-man muft have that in a readineffe, 
to meafure, and carry on all the parts of bis| 
work: It is his wzfedeme ? ; every one would 
be pei wife n m: that which is his 
er fan&ion and profeffion : It is the myfte- |. Turpe of pa- 
pun Trade unto which he is bounds indes tino mdi, 
man would have the reputation of skill in his| $ Wau ux. 
owne Trade: It is his Charter, the grant of all faretur iguorare. 
the Priviledges and Immunities which belong, Pompon:P. de 
unto him; and every Citizen would willingly 772% 1, 
know the Priviledges which he hath aright in, [t| que in medicum 
is the. Teflament and Will of Chrift , wherein | i™ite ftem- 
are given unto us exceeding great and precious | aio. ie o 
Promifes ; and what Heire or childe would be ig- | LegAqui,s s. 
norant of the lat Will of his Father? Laftly, it Mise ^ 
is the Law of Chrifts Kingdom, and it ^ concerns | tg. Taft 
j 6.7, & Das. P. Isded Afi jatni ib., de Leg. 
Afer M Ei iant Grepuale gru iae e t 
Ttt every 
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every Subje& to know the Duties, the Rewards, 
| the Punifhments that belong unto him in thar 
relation. 
$.17. | Fifthly, in that he faith, That the Tranfgreffors 
fhal fall therein , wee learne , That the Holy and 
right wayes of the Lord in the miniftry of his 
word fet forth unto us, are unto wicked men 
` | turned into matter of falling ; and that two man- 
ner of wayes. 1. By way of Scandal! , they are 
offended at it : And 2. by way of Ruine , they 
are deftroyed by it. 

1. By way of Scandal, they are offended at it. 
So it is prophefied of Chrift; that as he fhould 
be for a Sanfuary unto his people; fo to others 
| who would nor truft in him, but betake them- | 
| felves to their owne counfels, he fhould be for a 
| fone of flumbling , and for a rock of offence, for a | 
ginne and for a (nare, Efay 8. 14. for the fall and 
| the rifing againe of many in Ifrael , and for a figne 
| to be fpoken againft, Luk, 2. 34,35. So he faith 
of himfelfe , for rudgement am I come into this 
| world, that they which fee not, might fee; and that 
they which fee, might be made blinde, Ioh. 9.39. 
© Powe yesne-| And € this offence which wicked men take at 
minem (coda-| Chrift, is from the purity and holineffe of his 
rant rih wa | word, which they cannot fübmit unto; A (lone of 
‘Tertul. de ve- | humbling hee is, and a rock of offence, to them 
Ends vige lwhich Rumble at the word, Zeing difobedient , 
Tod x Pet. 2,8, 2 Cor, 2. 14,15. Thus Chrift preached 
was a Santtuaryto Sergius Paulus the Deputy, and 
a flumbling block to Elymas the Sorcerer: a San- 
Guary to Dionyfius and Damaris , and a {tumbling 
| block.) 
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block to the wits and Philofophers of Athens : A 
SanBuary to the Gentiles that begd the preaching | 
- |of the Gofpel , and a ftumbling block to the 
| Zewes that contradi&ed and blafphemed, 4d. 13. 

| 42,45. the former primarily and per fes for fal- 
vation was the purpofe of his comming, ( there 
was finne enough to condemne the world before: 
1 came not, faith he, to judge the world, but to fave 
the world , Iob, 12. 47.) the other 4 occafionally, 
not by any intrinfecall evill quality inthe word, 
| which is holy. juff, good, and dealerh with all | 
| mcekneffe and befeechings, even towards obfti- 
nate finners ©; but by reafon of the pride and 
flubbornnefe of thefe men who dafh agaioft ic: 
as that wholfome meat which minifters firength 
to a found man, doth but feed the difeafe of ano- 


ther that fits at the fame table with him : the 


is a paine to a weak one; the fame fweet {mels 
that delight the draine , doe affli& the matrix 
when it is diftemperds and none of this by the 
infufion of malignant qualities, but only by an 
occafionall working upon and exciting of thofe 
which were there before. 

And there are many things in the word of 
God, at which the corrupt hearts of wicked 
men are apt to ftumble and bee offended: As 
firft the £ profoundze[Je and depth of it, as con- 
taining great myfteries above the difcovery or 
fearch ot created Reafon, Such is the pride and 
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wantonneffe of finfüll wit, that it knows not 
how to beleeve what it cannot comprehend, and 
| muft have all Do@trines tried at her barre, and 
| meafured by her ballance ; as if a man fhould at- 
| tempt to weigh out the earth in a paire of 
fcales, or to empty the waters of the Sea with a 
bucker.. As foone as Paul mentioned the Re- 
furreiion , prefently the Athenian Wits mocked 
his Do@rine , 48.17. 32. and it was a great 
| flumbling block to Nicodemus to heare that a 
man mult be borze againe, Iob. 3.4. Sarah hath 
much adoe to beleeve beyond reafon , Gen, 18, 
12. and Mofes himfelfe was a little ftaggerd by | 
this temptation, Mamb. 11, 21,23. A very hard 
thing it is for bufie and inquifitive Reafon to 
reftin an à 245O- in the depth of the wifedome 
and counfell of God, and to adore the unfearch- 
ableneffe of his Iudgements, * though even Hu- 
mane Lawes tell us that Reafon st is nor 
always to be inquired into. * The firft great He- 
tefies againft the higheft myfteries of Chriftian 
Religion, the Trinity, the two natures of Chrift, 
the Hypoftaticall union, the deity of the Holy 
fpirit , bad their rife fick among ‘the Grecians , 
who were then the mafters of wit and Learning. 
and efteemed the ret of the world Barbarous > 
and the old exception which they were wont 
to take at the Do&rine “of Chriftianity was 
the foolifhneffe of it;as thë Apoftle notes, ‘x Cor, 
1.23. 

Secondly, the fan&ity and. ffriBre[Jz of it, as 
it is contrary to rhe;carnaltwills-and affe&ions 
of | 
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of men : for as corruption doth deifie Reafoz in 
the way of »ifedome , not willingly allowing any 
myfteries above the fcrutiny and comprehenfioa 
of it ; fo doth it deifie will in a way of L;- 
berty and power, and doth not love to have any 
authority over that which may pinch or reftraine 
it. As ofbua faid to Ifrael, yee cannot ferve the 
Lord, for he is an holy God, lofh. 24.19. we may 
fay of the Law, we cannot fubmit to the Law be- 
caufe it is an Holy Law ; the earzall minde is 
not, cannot be, (ubjei to the Law of God, Rom, 
8.7. Heat and Cold will ever be offenfive unto 
one another, and fuch are fleth and fpirit, Gal. 
5. 17+ Therefore ordinarily the arguments a- 

ainft the wayes of God, have beene drawne 
tom politique or carnall interefis. Teroboam will 
not worfhip at Zerafalem , for feare leaft Ifrael 
revolt to the houfe of David, 1 Kings 12.27. 
Amos muft not prophefie againft the Idolatry 
of Ifrael, for the Land is not able to beare all bis 
words, Amos 7.10. The Jewes conclude Chrift 
mutt not be let alone, left the Romanes come and 
take away their place and Nation, Rom. r1. 48. 
Demetr» and the Craftfmen will by no meanes 
have Diana fpoken againft, becaufe by making 
fhrines for her they got their wealth, AF. 19. 24, 
25. * Corruption will clofe with Religion a great 
ways and keare gladly , and: doe many things wil- 
lingly, and part with much toefcape damnation; 
but there is 2 particular point of rigor and frif- 
aeffé in\every unregenerare mans cafe, which 
when it i$ fet-on clofe upon bim, caufeth him 
i to 
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|to fiumble, and to be offended , and to break the 
| treaty. The ee in the Prophet will 
igive rammes, and rivers of oyle, and the firf Lorne 
of their body for the finne of their foule : but 

| t0 doe juftly , to love mercy, to walk bumbly with 
God, to doe away tbe treajures of wickednefje, the 

\feant meafure , the bagge of deceitfull weights , vio- 
| lence, lies, ci: cumvention, the flatutes of Omri, or 
| the Counfels of the boufe of Ahab s durus fermo, 
|this is intolerable: they will rather venture fmi- 
ting and defolation then bee held to fo fevere 
termes , Mich. 6. 6,16. The young man will 
»come to Chrif , yea ruane to him, and £xeele, 
and defire inftru&ion rouching the way to eter- 
nall life, and walk with much care in obferva- 
tion of the Commandements ; but if hee muft 
part with all, and in ftead of great poffcffions, 
Vid. Bafil. Ho- | take up a Croffe and follow Chrif „and fare as hee 
ha inj | fared , darus fermo, this. is indeed a hard faying; 
initio, e that came running, went away grieving and 
difpleafed , and upon this one point doth hee 
and Chrift part, Marc. 10. 17.22. Herod will 
heare John gladly, and doe many things, and ob- 
ferve and reverence bim as a ju and holy mans 
but in the cafe of Herodias he mutt be excusd; 
upon this iffue doth hee and falvation thake 
hands, 7ark. 6. 20,27. This isthe difference 
between Hypocritical and fincere converfion chat 
goes farre , and parts with much, and proceeds 
to almaf ; but when it comes to the very turn- 
ing point, and ultimate a& of Regeneration , 
he then playes the part of an «ife fone , and 
ffaies 
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flaies inthe place of the breaking forth of children, | | 
Hof. 13:13. asa foolith Merchant, who in a rich 
bargaine of a thoufand pound breaks upon a dif | 
ference of twenty fhillings : but the other is | 
contented to part with All, to fuffer the loffe of rides famem | 
All, to carry on the Treaty to a full and final], "»rivezticr. 
conclufion, to have All the Armour of the ftrong | Perguam du. 
man taken from bim , that Chrift may divide the popop | 
fpoiles, Luk, 14.236,33. Matth. 13. 44346. Phil. | Vlpian.P. Qui 
2. 8. Luk, 11.22. Pfal. 119. 128. to doe thp [9 saan 
.|Bardeft duties if they bee commanded, Gems | nm at liz. 
22.5. Set. 
Thirdly, the fearching, t: and pene-| 9.20, 
trating quality which is inthe Word, is a great 
matter of offence unto wicked men „when it cuts 
them to the heart, as Stephens Sermon did his hea- 
ters, 48.7. 54. Light is of a difcovering and 
manifefting property, Eph. s. 13. and for that 
reafon, is hated by every one that doth evill, Tob. 3. 
20. for though the pleafure of finne unto a wic- 
ked man be fweet, yet there is bitterneffe in the 
root and bottome of it; he who loves to cnjoy 
the pleafuve , cannot endure to heare of the guilt- 
Now the work of the Word is to take men in 
their owne heart, Ezek. 14. 5. to Make manifeft 
to a man the fecrets of his owne beart, 1 Cor, 14. 
25. to pierce like arrowesthe hearts of Gods ene- 
mies, P[al. 45. 5. to divide afunder the foule. and 
fpirit, the joynts and marrow , and to be a dif- 
cerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart, 
Heb. 4.42. Efay 49-2. This A& of difcovery 
cannot but exceedingly gaul the fpirits of wicked | 
men; 1. \ 


i by the Center for Adventist Research 


Digit 


| 152, ` The feventh Sermon p. 


men ; it is like the voyce of God unto Adam in 
Paradife, 4dam,where art thou > or like the voice 
of Abijabto the wife of Jeroboam , 1 King. 14. 6. 
I am feat unto thee with beavy tidings. 

Fourthly, the plainnefle and fimplicity of the 
Gofpel is likewife matter of offence to thefe men, 
2 Cor, 1o, 10. andthat partly upon the preceding 
reafon 5 for the more plaine the Word is, the 
more immediate accefle it hath unto the confeience, 
and operation upon it. So much as is meerly hu- 
mane elegancy , fineneffe of wit, and delicacy of 
expreffion, doth oftentimes ftop at fancy,and take 
that up, as the body of Afabel caufed the paflers 
by to ftand ftilland gaze, 2 Sam. 2.23. And wic- 
ked men can bee contented to admit the Word 
any whither, fo they can keep it out of their con- 
fcience , which is the only proper fübje& of it, 
2 Cer, 4, 2 When I heare men magnifie quaint 
and polite difcourfes in the miniftry of che word, 
and fpeak againft Sermons that are plaine and 
wholfome, I look upon it not fo much as an A& 
of pride (though the wifedome of the flefh is very 
apt to fcorne the fimplicity ofthe Gofpel ) but 
indeed as an a& of fzare and cowardize ; becaufe 
where all other externall trimmings and drefles 
are wanting to tickle the fancy; there the Word 
hath the more downright and fad operation upon 
the confcience, and muft confequently the more 
ftartle and terrific. 

& 21. Fifthly „the great difficulty and indeed impoffi- 
bility of obeying it in the ftri&neffe and rigour of 
it,is another ground of fcandall, that God in his 
l Word | 
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Word fhould command men to doe that which 
indeed cannot be done ; this was mattter of afto- |, o a 
nifhment to the Difciples themfelves, when our | viniratis dicen. 
Saviour toldthem that it wasesfier for a Camell | te fc xon dein. 
to goe through the eye of a needle , then for a Rich oos ug Se 
man t0 enter into the Kingdome of God, Mark.10. | it— cou 
25.* Thiswas the cavill of the difputant in the | "£5 fbimet vi. 
Apoftle againft the counícls of God, why doth he | 725,517 
Je? finde fault, if hee harden whom he will , why | <ion,lib.z.cap, 
doth he complaine of our hardneffz , which it is | y, 
impoffible for us to prevent, becaufe none can | pisite qum 
refift his will? Rom.9.1. Now to this fcandall we 
anfwer ; firft, That the Law of God was? zot ori- 
ginally, nor is it snivinfecally or inthe nature OF | tfii fair, 
the thing émpofsible, but accidentally and by rea- | "if de vini s 
fon of naturall corruption which is enmity a- |i set 
ainft it; a burthen may be very portable in it |i» fw viri 
fife which hee who isa creeple is not able to |" ""Pdb«tur 
* : B Xs fed vitio 

beare ; the defe& is not in the Law, but inus, | prudentie ear. 
Rom,8.3. Secondly, that of this ¢ smpofssbility nis, Aug. de 
there may be made a moft excellent ufe, that be- PCR ap. 
ing convinced of impotency in our felves, we |* Nee tetu- 
may have recourfe to the perfe& obedience and paper) 
rightcoufnefle of Chrift, to pardon all our vio- |‘ominm cue. 
lations of it, Gal.3.21,24. Thirdly, being re- |dere vires: Sed 

enerated and endued with the fpirit of Chrift, 4i ate 
e Law becomes d Evangelically pofsible unto | ites pir Bh 

ti - 

IS andi Impala bop pevaca haine) 22k [ed buns, os nnn 
fruatur > fulditus fiat omnis mundus D eo, quia ex operibus legia nen jwflifitabitur 
caro £orám illo accipientes quippe mandatum, cr. [entientes defectum, clamdsinus in Celum 
er miferebitur tojiri Deus, Bernard. berm. goin Cantic, à — Lec data, wt gratia 
quereretur , gratia data ut Lex impleretur, Aug, de fp, &litec.t9. Omnia fiunt Cbaritati 
facilia. Dc nat.& graucap.6o.de grat. Chrift.cap s.de grar.& 1 NCAP ATS 
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us againe, yea, not onely poffible , but fweet and 
eafie, Rom,7,32, x Iob.5,2. Math. 11.30. Though 
impofsible to the purpofe of Tuftification and legall 
Covenant, which requireth perfection of obe- 
dience under paine of the Curfe, Gal. 3.10. 
in which fenfe it is a yoak which cannot bee 
born, 4.15.10. A Commandement which can- 
not bee endured , He. 12.20.yet pofible to the 
purpofe of aeceptation of our fervices done in 
the obedience of it, The fpiritual! part of them 
being prefented by the éaterce/fion, andthe carnal 
defeĝs covered by the righteou{neffe of Chrift, in 
whom the father is alwayes well pleafed. Fourth- 
ly, ifany wicked man prefumeto harden himfelfe 
in the pra&tice of finnes, under this pregtence 
that it is émpofsitle for him to avoid them, be- 
caufe God hardneth whom be will , Though the 
b Sse increpation be Anfwer füfficient, 
Who art thou that replyeft againft God? yet he muft 
further know,thathe is not onely hardned judici- 
[2b by the fentence of God , but moft © willingly 

alfo by his own ftubborne love of finne, and gi- 


thereby doth a&ively bring upon himfelfe thofe 
indifpofitions unto duty , fo that the Law bei 
impoffible to be performed by him is indeed no 
other then hee would himfelfe have it tobe, as 
bearing an a&ive enmity and antipathy unto it. 
Sixthly, The mercy and Free-Graceof God. in 
the promifes, is unto wicked menanoccafion of 
fumbling while they turn it into lafcivioufneffe, and 
continue in finne that grace may abound, Rom, 
6.1, 
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bloodof Chrift, not being led by the geodreffe of 
God unto repentance, but hardning themfelves in 
impenitency becaufe God is good, Rom.2.4 There 
is not any thing at which wicked men doe more 
ordinarily fiumble then at mercy,as gluttons furfet 
moft upon the greateft dainties, ventering upon 
this ground to goe on in finne, becaule they 
cannot out-fin mercy : and to put off repentance 
from day to day, becaufe they are ftill under the 
offers of mercy; making mercy not a fan&uary 
unto which to fly from finne, but a fan&uary to 
prote& and countenance finne; and fo by pro- 
fane and defperate prefumption tees inim very 
mercy of God into a £ judgement, and favour of 
death unto themfelves, Deut.29.19,10. Num.15. 
39. pretending liberty from finne that they may 
continue in it, and abufe God by his owne gifts. 
Lattly, the tbreatnings of God fet forth in his 
Word, and executed in his €— upon 
wicked men, are great occafions of ftumbling unto 
them, when they are not thereby with Afamaffes 
humbled under Gods mighty hand, but with Pha- 
vaob bardued the more in their ftubbornneffe a- 
| ainft bim, There is fuch defperate wickednefle 


lin the hearts of fome men that they can even 


fit down and reft in the refolutions of periíhing, 
tefolving to enjoy the pleafures of finne while 
they may, To morrow we [ball die, therefore in the 
meane time let us eat and drink , 1 Cor.5.32. This 
evill is of the Lord , why fbould we watt for the 
Lord any longer 2 2 Kings 6.33 Therearethree 
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men in the Scripture that have a fpeciall brand or 
marke of ignominy fet upon them, Cain, Dathan, 
and Ahaz. The Lord fet a marke upon Cain, Gen, 
45. This is that Datban, and this is that Ahaz, 
ANuin,26.9.2. Chron. 28.22. and if we examine 
the reafons,we fhall finde that the finne of frug- 
bornneffe had a fpeciall band in it. Cains ers 
was not accepted; upon this he grew wroth an 
fullen, and fí4/ern againft Gods gentle warning, 
and flew bis brother. Dathan and his ce 
ons fent for by Mofes, return a proud and flubborn 
anfiwer, me will not ome up, we will not come up. 
Abaz greatly diftreffed by the King of Syria, by 
the Edomites,by the Philifitms,by the Affyrian,and 
| in the midft of all this di(treffe (tabborn fill and 
| trefpa[sing more againft tbe Lord, It is one of the 
| faddeft fymptomes in the World for aman or a 
Nation not tobe humbled underthe corre&ing 
hand of God, but like an savile to grow harder un- 
der blowes ; and a moft fare argument that God 
will not give over, but goe on to multiply his 
judgements ftill, for be will overcome Pg bee 
judgeth,and therefore will judge till he overcome. 
In Muficall Notes thereare meres MEER and 
then the famereturnes againe: and Phil ofophers 
when they diftinguith degrees in qualities, doe 
ufually make the eight degree tobe the higheft : 
but in thewrath of God 'againft thofe who im- 
penitently and ftubbornly ftand out apainft his 
judgements , wee fhall finde no fewertheneighr 
and twenty degrees threatned by God ‘himfelfe, z 
will punifh feven times more, and yet fever times 
more 
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more,and againe; feven times more and once more> | 
(even times mare for your finnes , Levit. 26.18,21,| * 
24,28. thus wicked men doe ‘not onely ftumble | / 
at the Word by way of {candall, but alfo — ) 
2. By way of Ruine, becaufe they are fare in |  $. 23- 
the conclufion to be deftroyed by it ; for the rock 
ftands fill, the fhip only is broken that dafheth 
againftit. Gods Word is and will be too hard d». duax@ 
for the pride of men; the morethcyrefift it, the |5. Suswe | 
mightier will it appear in their condemnation. | 7.77 7^ 
The weak corn which yeelds to the wind is not Be 
| -|harmed by it butthe proud Oakewhich refitts |54 “ay drsa 
| (it, is many times broken in pieces. The foule | rv; Plu- 
| which fubmits to the Word, is faved by itj the | rarch.Sympo- 
| |foule which rebels againt it, is fure to peri(h. | «ean, libi 
Therefore fince the Word comes not to any man 4*3 
in "aine, but returnes glory to God either in his 
conver[ion or inhis hardaing : It greatly concer- 
neth every man to come uaro it, with meek, pe- 
nitent,docile, tractable, believing, obedient refo- 
lutions, and to confider how vaine and defpe- 
rate a thing it is for a potíherd to ftrive wich a 
rod of Iron;for the pride & wrath of man to give a 
chalenge to the juftice and power of God: for bri- 
ars and thornes to fer themfelves in battell againft 
fire. As ourGod is a cop(uming fire himíelf,fo bis law 
isa fiery Lam ,Deut.33.2.& bis word in the mouths 
of bis Minifters afireer. 5.14: 23.29.1f webe gold, 
it will pargeus;it shors,ic will devour & feed upon 
us. This is the condemnation (faith our Saviour, ) 
That light is come into the world.and men loved dark- 
nej[e rather then light, fob.3.19. There was damna- 
tion 
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tion in the world before while it lay in darkneffe 
and in mifchiefe, and knew not whither it went ; 
but not fo heavy damnation as that which grow- 
ethout of /ight. When Phyfick , which fhould 
remove the difeafe, doth cooperate with it , then 
death comes with the more paine and the more 
fpeed. The ftronger the convsi#zon of fin is , the 
deeper will bee the wrath againft it, if it be not 
by repentance avoyded.No furfet more dangerous 
then that of bread, no judgement mose terrible 
then that which growes out of mercy known and 
defpifed; The word which I have fpoken (faith 
Chrift) the fame fhal judge you at the laft day, tob 2. 
48. Every principle of truth which is by the Word 
begotten in the hearts of difobedient finners, and 
is held down, and füppreffed by unrightecufneffe , 
lies there like fire raked up under afhes, which at 
that great day will kindle into an unquenchable 
flame. The Word can bring much of Hell upon 
the fpirit of impenitent finners here: It can hew, 
and cut,and pierce,and burn,and torment, and root 
out, and pull down, and deftroy, and ftrike with 
trembling and amazement the proudeft and fe- 
curek linners, Hof.6.5. 48.7.54. Heb.4.22E [ay 
49.2. Pfal.45.5. Revel.11.5,10. Ier.I.10 2 Cor, 
10.4. 45.24.25. we need no meffenger fromthe 
dead to tell us of the torments there : All the 
Rhetorique in Hell cannot fet forth Hell more to 
the life then Mofes and the Prophets have done 
already,Luk.15.; 1. But Owhata Hell will it be 
at laft, when the Word which warned us of ir, 
fhall throwus into it! when every offer of mercy 
whic 
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which wee have refufed, and everythreatning of 

wrath which we have defpifed, fhall accompany 

us unto the tribunall of Chrif, to teftifieagainft 

us; aud into the fire of Hell to upbraiduswith 
our own perdition ! O the dolefull condition of 13 
impenitent finners! If they have not the Word, A 
they perifh for the want :and if they have it, they 
perilh doubly for the costempt of ir. O that men 
would confider the tertor of the Lord, and bee 
perfwaded ! and that they would learn fo much 
wifdeonge as not to arm the very mercy of God 
againft themfelves, A bridge is made to give us 
a fafe paffage over a dangerous river; but he who 
ftumbles on the bridge, is in danger to fall ito 
the river. The Word is given as a meanes to carry 

us over Hell unto Heaven ; but he who ftum- 
bles and quarrels at this meanes , fhall $ 
fall in thither,from whence other- 
wife he had been deli- ` 

veredby it, i 
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